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patrol

plane

Tension mounts as New Delhi
puts navy, military on high alert

ISLAMABAD. Aug 10: The
Indian Air Force today shot
down a Pakistani naval patrol
aircraft, killing all 16 navy
personnel onsboard and spark-
u:ﬂ( furious protests from the
Pakistan government, reports
AFP,

Pakistan accused India of
carrying out a "cowardly act”
while the Indian authorities
said the plane had been shot
down by a MiG-21 fighter after
it violated Indian air space.

The incident again height-
enned tensions between the
South Asian rivals, who have
fought three wars since,inde-

ndence in 1947 and now both
ave nuclear weapons.

Pakistan's Foreign Minister

Sartaj Aziz said the "cold-
blooded murder” of 16 innocent
people "deserves strong con-
demnation by the international
community”,

"Pakistan reserves the right
to make an appropriate re-
sponse in selt-defence,” he
added.

Aziz said responsibility for
the "wanton and cowardly™ act
‘rests squarely with India.”

In New Delhi, Indian De-
fenice Minister George Fernan-
des said the "whole of the west-
ern military sector” had been
placed on alert following the
incident. The Press Trust of In-
dia quoted highly placed naval
Sources as saying the navy had
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Citizens’ cry

The anarchic abuse of the old river
leads concerned citizens to ask for
prompt policy action
By Staff Correspondent

Eminent citizens
strongly underscored the ur-
gency to save the river Burig-
anga from rapid encroachment
an Hution.

e citizens were addressi

" a workshop organised by The

Daily Star and Chetona. a fo-
rum of professionals which in-
clude architects, town planners
and environment engineers at

- the British Council Auditorium

vesterday,

Four teams of Chetona's pro-
fessionals presented the audi-
ence with study reports that in-
cluded plans of how the Burig-
anga banks could look like
when a planned approach to the
problem is adopted. They also
presented a report on the actual
situation of the river regardin
its water quality and physica
encroachment. |

- Environment and Forest

have

Save the Buriganga

Minister, Syeda Sajeda Chowd-
hury, in her speech as the chief
guest personally committed to
take up the issue and solve the
Buriganga problem, J

e already have a national
environment committee in-
volving all the ministries con-
cerned and another sub-com-
mittee headed by me that is
looking into the environmental
problem. I will soon convene
another meeting to take imme-

diate steps for saving Burig-
anga,” the environment minis-
ter said.

Sajeda Chowdhury said sey-
eral ministries and depart-
ments were involved in the gov-
ernment's Save Buriganga drive
but recently the Water Re-
sources’ Ministry has been en-
trusted with the responsibility
to look after the river.

See page 11 Col 7

The Bangladesh Bank has
sel a deadline till December 31
for nationalised commercial
banks (NCBs) and development
financial institutions (DFls) to
realise loans [rom each of their
top 50 defaulters or to file cases
against them.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Bangladesh
Bank Governor and chief exec-
utives of eight NCBs and DFls

- yesterday.

According to = meeting
sources, the banks have been

By Inam Ahmed

asked to make lists of their 50
top defaulters and gear up the
special drive to realise the stuck
up loans through readjustment
and rescheduling or to file cases
by the deadline.

The meeting also discussed
the lengthy legal procedure
against defaulters and observed
that the banks must strengthen
their legal wings for quick set-
tlemernt of cases.

It was suggested in the meet-
ing that each bank should ap-

point ‘a senior legal expert,
preferably a retired district
judge with fame, to advise
anks on legal battles.

At he same time, the banks
should send one of their offi-
cials to courts on the dates of
hearing.

Very recently, the Dhaka
District Judge sent a letter to
Bangladesh Bank that he did
not lind any lawyer of a DFI on
the day of hearing of a case.

Under such circumstances,

BB deadline to catch defaulters

the defaulters often get stay or-
ders and keep their cases pend-
ing for indefinite period.

According lo sources, over
one lakh cases were filed by the
eight NCBs and DFls in differ-
ent courts regarding loan recov-
ery in the last three years.

Of these, only 58,225 cases
involving Tk 1317 crore have
been decreed in favour of the
eight institutions. However, the

real recovery rate is very slim,
only Tk 187 er. 7

A French-made Breguet Atlantique marine patrol aircraft
of Pakistan Air Force. An Indian jet fighter shot down a
similar aircraft yesterday that had allegedly wviolated
Indian airspace in India's western state of Gujarat.

— AFP photo

EC asks BNP

leaders to
back claim,
tells two MPs
to defend

By Staff Correspondent

The Election Commission
yesterday issued separate let-
ters to Deputy Leader of the Op-
position in parliament Profes-
sor Badruddoza Chowdhury and
opposition chief whip Khan-
daker Delwar Hossain, asking

See page 11 Col 6
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ender and terror

JU VC blames anti-Liberation group for campus turmoil

The recent return of the
"Rapist Group” belonging to the
ruling party backed Bangladesh
Chhatra League to the univer-
sity. after about a year, is a fall-
out of the JU senate election of
July 29, vice chancellor of Ja-
hangirnagar University (JU)
Prof Alauddin Ahmed feels.

“This (capturing of halls)
was part of a blueprint of a
vested quarter in the university
to destabilise the entire situa-
tion and put me in a predica-

By Gobinda Bar

ment.”

“Those who lost (the elec-
tions) are {rying to avenge their
defeat in many ways,” the VC
said refusing to further elabo-
rate,

“The recent incident of cap-
turing halls by the so-called
‘Tapist group’ has been master-
minded by an influential per-
son in the ruling party, in con-
nivance with a vested interest
group of teachers on the cam-
pus,” Prof Alauddin told The

Daily Star in an interview re- .
cently.

“Tender is also a cause be-
hind the capture of halls,” the
VC said, adding. "They did it
hurriedly because they thought
that we might take a decision
on the Tk 2.71 crore tender for
construction of the new Arts'
Faculty building soon”. The VC,
however, claimed that the ten-
der was not opened and the pro-
cess may take some two more
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At least five thousand
unauthorised shanties and
shops on both sides of the rail
track from Kamlapur to Magh-
bazar were removed yesterday.

Some 25,000 people were
rendered homeless when the
slums were bulldozed by police
backed by Armed Police and
BDR in presence of railway offi-
cials.

The drive to remove slums
began on Sunday on orders
from the home minister to free
the city from slum-based
crimes after police constable
‘Mohsin of Riot Control Diwvi-
sion was shot dead in an attack

— Inside Today
Article

Tiruchelvam’s
assassination

Ethno politics’
Murderous
Logic
Praful Bidwai writes

from New Delhi
Page 4

Focus

Sex workers in
Bangladesh:
Rehabilitation or
empowerment?
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Prayer Timings

August 11
Azan Jamaat

Fair 4-10 4-15
ohr 12-50 1-25
_AST 3-00 o-10
Maghrib | 6-35 7-00
Esha 7-55 815

Source: Islamic Foundation

By Staff Correspondent

on the Gopibagh police camp al-
legedly by some slum dwellers
on Friday.

Yesterday's operation began
in the morning and continued
Lill evening. The removed slums
include Khilgaon Bagicha
Slum, City Law College Slum,
Comilla Slum, Biswa Road
Slum, Wireless Gate Slum and
shops under Malibagh Rail
Crossing Small Vendors Coop-
erative,

Several slum dwellers at the
ware-less slum claimed that the
Eﬂvernmcnt has ignored them

y throwing them out from
their habitants during the
rainy season. Thousands of
people now have got no roof
over their heads, moaned the
squatters,

The slum dwellers lamented
that they were not given any
time to find out alternative

Donors

concerned,
NGOs

demonstrate
Star Report

Bangladesh's development
pariners yesterday expressed

grave concern over removal of

slums in the city, BBC reported.

However, they are yet to give
an "official statement” over the
ISSue.

World Bank's Country Direc-
tor Frederick P Temple told
BBC that they were concerned
about it and that the matter was
discussed among the develop-
ment partners,

Temple said the eviction of
slum dwellers is against the
process for development of the
city.

The UNDP representative in
Dhaka has also expressed con-
cern over the issue, BBC said.

Meanwhile, activists of
some NGOs staged demonstra-
tions at some demoliShed slums
in the city against the govern-
ment move.

Noted lawyer Dr Kamal Hos-
sain told the BBC that a case
will filed against the eviction
withoult prior notice.

shelters,

“We could arrange shelters if
we were given two months’ time.
But, it was our bad luck that
blowing of whistles was enough
to evict us,” said Fazila at tﬁﬂ
Khilgaon Bagicha Slum.

Rahima of City Law College
Slum acknowledged that nar-
cotics traders used to take
refuge at slums. But police
failed to nab them and took
their wrath on us, she alleged.
"F'as*:,-:mEl nights under the open
sky in this big city is a real dp -
ger. Who will protect us now”,
said another woman.

“We were so important be-
fore the election, Many com-
mitments were made before the
present government came to
power. It is our reward for sup-
porting them', Hawa Bibi said
at the Wireless Gate Slum.

See page 11 Col 8

PM orders
rehabilitation,
forms body

The government has consti-
tuted a 13-member committee
headed by the Home Minister to
rehabilitate the slum dwellers
evicted from government lands
occupied illegally, reports BSS.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has sanctioned Taka
five crore from her Relief and
Welfare Fund to help imple-
ment the rehabilitation process
in phases.

The decision was taken to
curb slum-based crimes and
anti-social activities. It was
also imperative to take posses-
sionn ol the government land
from the illegal occupants for
implementation of the devel-
opment projects.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina has directed the author-
ities concerned to consider the
humanitarian aspects of the
affected slum dwellers during
the implementation of the pro-
gramme,

The members of the commit-
tee are: Housing and Public

Seepage 11 Col 8
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How rational a raze?

Police yesterday demolished slums at Malibagh (top), and the Dhaka Medical Cnllége :

Hospital allows its Class Four employees to construct an office that has turned into a
—Star photos by A K M Mohsin and Anisur Rahman | tional companies enjoy

sidewalk market (above).

Chairman of the Parliamen-
tary Standing Committee on
Ministry of Commerce Dewan
Farid Gazi does not find any
problem in giving India facili-
ties for transhipment of goods
through Bangladesh routes. But
he strnnﬁly believes that
Bangladesh has to effectively
bargain for transit to Nepal and
Bhutan through India.

Farid Gazi MP, a 7 -old
leader of the ruling Awaml
League, made the observations
in an exclusive interview with
The Daily Star on Monday.

"With the change in world
economic order, Bangladesh
can not, and also should not,
remain isolated from neigh-
bouring India.” Gazi said.
“What is important is that you
have to secure your interests
while maintaining good rela-
tions with neighbours.
Bangladesh will be financially

proposed facilities. ”

However, he is not aware of
any study on the possible fi-
nancial gain or loss from the
proposed transhipment. “Any
way, before entering into an
agreement, we need to ¢ out

. effective studies to asses the

possible results of such an
agreement, and bargain for
things on the basis of calcula-
tions arising out of the studies.”
When his attention was
drawn to opposition BNP's re-
luctance to allow transhipment
facilities to India, the ruling
party leader said it is inconsis-
tent with the principles of free
market economy followed by
the party. "On top of that all,
such agreements were signed
with India twice, once in 1980
and again in 1993, when BNP
was in power.” '
Reminded that the govern-
ment of Khaleda Zia had taken
a regional approach, not just bi-

benefited by giving India the-

Bargain for access
to Nepal, Bhutan

Commerce committee chief
on transhipment
By Nurul

Kabir

T e

enterin ‘such

lateral, in
agreements’ with India, Gazi

said: “"The government of
Sheikh Hasina has not yet
signed any agreement. It is too
early to say that the present
government would not take a
regional approach on the issue.
We must bargain for transit to
I&Iepﬁl and Bhutan through In-
ia.

Replying to another ques-
tion, Farid Gazi said, “If you
want good relations with
neighbours, you have to build it
up on the basis of ‘give and take’
principles. Apart from signi
the Ganges Water Sharing
Treaty with us, India has hel
us solve the Chittagong Hill
Tracts problem. Now that India
has asked for transhipment fa-
cilities, we should be sympa-
thetic to it."

Asked whether giving tran-
shipment facilities would affect
our potential market in the
north eastern part of India
which was visualised under the
proposed Development Quad-
rangle, Gazi said, "It may affect
our possible business to some

See page 11 Col 6

Local business leaders yes-
terday sharp%y reacted to a
comment by Finance Minister
Shah AMS Kibria that they do
not pay due taxes.

ountering the allegation,
the businessmen criticised the
government for liberalising the
economy too fast, which ex-
osed local industries to stiff
oreign competition reducing
their profits.

While answering questions
from businessmen at a
roundtable discussion on
“Capital market — a vehicle for
industrialization and privati-

Chamber of Commerce and In-
dustry (DCCI}, the finance min-
ister at one point raised the
question of tax payment by the
local business community.

"l am sitting among the top
businessmen of the country.
How many of you actually p
taxes? I don’'t want to emb
rass anyone by being specific,
Kibria said.

tem has been reformed. is
year we have introduced self-
assessment system and I would
like to see how many pay ."

The minister said that the
multinational companies paid
50 per cent of the total corpo-
‘rate tax, but local companies

were evading paymert.
The minister's comment

evoked sharp reaction from the
business leaders. “The multina-

sation” organised by the Dhaka -

He also said that the tax sys-

ax dodging

Kibria’s comment irks business leaders
By Staft Correspondent

monopoly business for a long
time. They have a strong base
here. On the other hand, we, the
local entrepreneurs, are facing
stiff foreign competition due to
the government's quick liberal-
isation policy,” said Manzur

Ahmed, ex-president of the

Electrical Association,

“1f we can not pay tax, that is
due to the problems of good %_mh
ernance,” Ahmed said. “Th

overnment itself should per-
orm."

He also said that such com-
ments from the finance minis-
ter might give the wrong signals
to foreign investors, some of
whom are ready to sign joint
venture deals and that the gov-
ernment should praise the
business community instead of
criticising them publicly. _

Kibria retorted by saying
that there was nothing to be
proud of as the multinational
companies paid taxes while the
lucaf entrepreneurs did not, 71
would have felt proud of you
and praised you },n::-l.r;li said that

u want ta ur dues.”

7 Shamsuﬁg:{n Ahmed, a
member of DCCI, defending lo-
cal business, said businessmen
who want to pay taxes are has-
sled by tax officlals assessing
them. Unless they bribe them,
their taxes are not settled.

“Besides, you hold meetings
with those who take away
money from banks. But for
those who pay taxes, there is no
praise for them.”



