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ASK, BLAST memorial meet: ain 0 saiish

Kendro and Bangladesh Legal Services Trust have organised a
memorial meeting on Dr Neelan Tiruchelvan, a valiant human
rights activist who was killed in a suicide bnmhir\%in Colombo on

July 29. Venue: CIRDAP Centre, Chameli House

Time: 4:30 pm.

SB College orientation

orientation programme of BBA Second

opkhana Road.

rogramme: The
atch of SB College of

Business Administration will be held. Chief guest: Abdul Awal
Mintoo, President, FBCCI. Venue: German Culfural Centre, Road

No: 9, Dhanmondi. Time: 4 pm,

SSA meet: Sammilita Samajik Andolon has organised a

meeting to exchanglf
tions on human rig
Club. Time: 4:30 pm.

Awami Sechhasebak Lea

views with various socio-cultural organisa-
ts situation. Venue: Lounge of National Press

gue discussion:

A discussion on Trial of the Killing of Bangabandhu — Contempo-

rary Politics will be held. Venue: Institute of

pm.

Engineers. Time: 4

ADAB Wﬂl‘kShﬂp: The Department of Environment
(DOE), Association of Development Agencies in Bangladesh
(ADAB) and Coalition of Environmental NGOs (CEN) have ointly

organised a national workshop on "Coastal and Wetland

iodi-

versity Management Project.” Chiel guest: Minister for Environ-
ment and Forest Syeda Sajeda Chowdhury. Venue: LGED audito-
rium (Level-2), LGED Bhaban, Agargaon. Time: 9:30 am.

TrR R b

PP,

CDRB

the Securities Market of Ban

Seminar: Centre for Dévelnﬁment Research,
Bangladesh has organised a seminar on

“Initial Public Offering in

adesh: A critical Analysis.' Key-note

anmondi. Time:4:30 pm.

%%ealﬁli: Dr M Mahabub-ul-Islam. Venue: WVA auditorium, Rd No:

M SNOW: A fortnightly retrospective cum exhibition docu-
menting German film maker, writer and actor Rainer Werner's life
and work will begin. Organiser: Bangladesh Short Film Forum.

Goethe-Institute Dhaka and Zahir Raihan

German Cultural Centre.

Film Society. Venue;

NU Discussion: National Professor Kabir Chowdhury
will deliver a lecture on Bangabandhu and a 5-day book exhibi-
tion on Bangabandhu will begin at National University Library.
Organiser: National University. Venue: Dormitory Bhaban, NU

campus, Gazipur. Time: 11 am.

Spiritual Lecture: vassula Ryden, an international
known speaker, will speak on 'How to Live a True Life in God.” The

meetin
Ground, Farmgate. Time: 6 pm.

Is open to all. Venue: Bottomley Home High School
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Moderate rain likel
Light to moderate rain or thundershowers with temporary
gusty wind is likely at most places over Khulna, Barisal and

Chittagong divisions and at man
and Sylhet divisions till 6 pm t

places over Dhaka, Rajshahi
ay, reports UNB.

Moderately heavy to heavy falls may occur at places over
Barisal and Chittagong divisions during the period. Met Office

said.

The country's highest temperature was recorded 32.5 degree
Celsius at Rajshahi and the lowest 23.6 degrees at Hatiya yes-

terday.

The sun sets in the capital today at 6:36 pm and rises on

Wednesday at 5:32 am.

Maximum and minimum temperatures and humidity
recorded in some major cities and towns yesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in

in Celsius Percentage

Max Min Morning Evenin

Dhaka 29.5 26.2 88 é
Chittagong 29.9 25.4 xR 97
Rajshahi N0 BT 5 w88 2
Khulna i 31.2 265 87 ; 86
Barisal - -'% 28.0 R R “o8"
Sylhet 31.0 26.4 86 96
Cox’'s Bazar 289 25.0 95 92

909

Partial solar eclipse to be sighted
from Bangladesh tomorrow

80%

Bangladesh Astronomical Assﬂmm

Bangabandhu
Fellowship at

Heidelberg
University

Bangabandhu Sheikh Mu-
_]ihur Rahman Professorial Fel-
owship was established at the
South Asia Institute of Heidel-
berg University, Germany on 5
August, according to a faxed
message received from Bonn.

The Memorandum of Un-
derstanding (MOU) was signed
by Ambassador Kazi Anwarul
Masud of Bangladesh to Get-
many and Dr Jurgen Siebke,
Rector of the university.

Heidelberg University is one
of the oldest universities of Eu-
rope and was established in
1386. The university has nine
Nobel laureates in its faculty.

The recipient of the Banga-
bandhu Professorial Fellow-
ship will be accorded suitable
administrative recognition by
Heidelberg University and the
fellow will be able to take part
effectively in teaching as well
as research.

The South Asia Institute of
Heidelberg University will pro-
vide the fellow with a work

lace and other administrative
acilities. The initial appoint-
ment of the fellow will be for
one academic year and may be
extended by mutual consulta-
tion with Bangladesh for an-
other academic year.

DU Anthropology
. deptt students
threaten to
boycott exams

By DU Correspondent

Third year students of An-
thropology Department of
Dhaka University yesterday
threatened to boycott their rest
of the examinations if the au-
thorities failed to hold the ex-
aminations under new sets of
guestion paper.

The warning came from a
ress conference of the students
eld at the Madhu's canteen

yesterday afternoon.

They held the press confer-
ence to press home their six-
point demands that included
immediate identification and
punishment of the teachers and
students responsible for leak-
age question and postponement
of the already held course no
304 examination of the third
year of the department.

Honours final year students
of Anthropology Department of
the university began their
movement following leaking of
a question paper of one course
final examination on Friday.

Following the leakage of
question, the DU authorities
postponed the examination of
department on Saturday and
formed a four-member fact
finding committee to investi-
gate the incident.
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Upgradation of
Haji Danesh Agri
College demanded

By Staff Correspondent
An eight-member team of
the Haji Danesh Agriculture
University Implementation
Committee called on Dr SA
Malek, Political Adviser to the
Prime Minister, at his residence
Saturday, says a press release.
The delegation led by Advo-
cate Mohammad Hossain. con-
venor of the implementation
commitiee, urged Dr Malek to
help taking steps for upgrada-
tion of the Haji Danesh Agricul-
ture College into a full tledged
agriculture university in the
northern region.
They further demanded to
establish a science and tech-

| nology university in Thakur-

gaon, which is called centre-
point of the greater Dinajpur
district. They also suggested
that less fertile land owned by
the Thakurgaon Sugar Mills
can be acquired for the univer-
sity, : o
Dr Malek assured all kinds
of help and cooperation in im-
plementing the demands.

Astronomers warn
people not to
watch solar eclipse

in naked eyes
By Special Correspondent

Astronomers have warned
people not to watch the centu-
ry's last solar eclipse on
Wednesday in naked eyes, sug-
Festing that enthusiasts use at
east twice exposed X-ray film
or category 15 are welding glass
from an open space.

The eclipse which will be
artial over Bangladesh will
egin at 5-32-18 second in the

afternoon in Dhaka and 05-33-
45 second at Chittagong. In
Dhaka city the sun will set un-
der eclipse, the highest degree of
eclipse will be at 6-38-36 sec-
onds. |

The eclipse will be visible
over the Atlantic Ocean, Eu-
rope, South East Asia and
South Asia. The first reflection
of the moon will be over the At-
lantic at 2-62-2 seconds (BST).
It will end over the Indian
Ocean after crossing England,
Holland, Romania at 7-40-1
seconds [BST).

A press release by tLhe
Bangladesh Astronomical As-
sociation said that solar eclipse
is a natural phenomenon when
the earth, moon and sun moves
to a specific parallel position.

The solar eclipse this vear is
importarnt since the solar circle
reaches its highest stage next
year. The scientists will con-
duct studies on the prominence
and tests will be conducted at
the Ratherford Appleton labo-
ratory on the radio reflection
on the lonosphere during the
eclipse.

A special team of the society

-will observe the eclipse,

Speakers at a discussion

Ensure all govt facilities
to iIndigenous people

By DU Correspondent

Speakers at a discussion
meeling yesterday urged the
government to be imore con-
scious 1n ensuring the rights
and various government facili-
ties to the indigenous people of
the country. -

They stressed the need for
taking up various development
activities by the government to
ensure their rights and elimi-
nate the prevailing discrimina-
tions between the Bangalee and
the indigenous people.

The speakers were address-
ing a discussion at the TSC au-
ditorium of Dhaka University
on the occasion of World In-
digenous People's Day '99, or-

~ganised by the World Indige-

 npus People's Day Celebration

Chmmittee {WIPDECC).

! Fhe speakers alleped that the
indigenous people ol the coun-
try were slill being harassed
victimised in many ways and,
evicted from their land.

Convenor of WIPDCC Pro-
shanta Tripura presided over
the discussion while Hangsa
Hdwaz Chakma was the chief
guest of the function.

CUP terms slum
eviction in city
a violation of HR

By Staff Correspondent

The Coalition for the Urban
Poor [CUP} yeslerday termed
the slum eviction a violation of
human rights and said the gov-
ernment has taken the move to
hide its failure in curbing ter-
rorism.

The CUP urged the govern-
mernl to take proper rehabilita-
tion programmes for the evicted
slum-dwellers immediately.

The CUP, a platform of dif-
ferent non-government organi-
sations (NGO] working with
slum-dwellers of the city, at a
meeting also condemned the
government move,

The NGO leaders quoted the

‘Pritme Minister Sheikh Hasi-

na's earlier pledge. "No slum of
the Mhaka city will be evicted
without rehabilitation” and
said the eviction was totally
contradictory to the commit-
mernt of the Prime Minister.

The Luceling chaired by
Khandoker Rebecca San-Yeat,
Acting Chairperson of the CUP,
was also participated by repre-
sentatives from Association of
Development Agencies
Bangladesh (ADAB) and Habitat
Council.

Meanwhile, Ain O Salish
Kendro, another NGO in a sepa-
rate statement also condemned
the eviction of slum-dwellers.

"The governmenl should

rovide alternative habitat be-
ore  eviction,” the NGO in a
statement said.

Among olhers, columnist
Abed Khan, Editor of The Daily
Prothom Alo Motiur Rahman,
playwright Mamunur Rashid,
Dr Prodanada Bikash Chakma,
shudhasinda Khisha, Prof.
Ratan Lal Chakrabarti of
Dhaka University, Goutam
Kumer Chakma of Parbattya
Chattagram Jana Sanghati
sSamity (PCJSS), Father Tim of
Caritas, Mathai Tutul Shakti-
pada Tripura and Anna Mizu
took part at the discussion con-
ducted by Sanjeeb Drong. |

“The government while ob-
serving all world days, did not
leel the necessity to observe the
World Indigenous People's Day
this jyear," said Maotiur Rah-

~man. He said thas heikh

'“Hasiria as the 8pposition’ leader

“in 1993 had pledged'torensure
all rights of the indigenous peo-
ple but forgotten all these after
being elected Prime Minister.

He demanded of the govern-
ment to ensure all government
facilities to the indigenous
people by recognising them and
lormation of a separate min-
istry for them.

Abed Khan hoped that the
Awami League government
would take immediate steps to
recognise all indigenous people
of the country. "If we do not give
recognition to them, we will not
be able to recognise ourselves.”

Albert Mankin criticised
both the government and oppo-
sition parties for not taﬁing
any initiatives to observe the
day.

Prof Ratan Lal! Chakrabarti
stressed the need for proper
census of the indigenous people
and solve their various prob-
lems immediately.

PCJSS leader Shuhdasindu
Khisha urged all indigenous
people of the country to become
united to realise and establish
their rights,

Despile being the citizen of
Bangladesh, he alleged that the
indigenous people are being de-
prived of various government
facilities.

Goutam Kumer urged the
younger generation of indige-
nous people to be united to re-
alise their various rights and
demands.

A cultural function was also
arranged al TSC auditorium on
the occasion. Earlier in the
morning a colourful rally was
brought out from the Central
Shaheed Minar.

Terror held
in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, Aug 9; An al-
leged terror and the main ac-
cused in a double murder case
was caught by local people from
Gohira in Rawzan thana Sun-
day, reports UNB,

Unauthorised shops and structures in and around city's Sayed&ﬁad rail-crossing area
demolished by bulldozer yesterday.
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| Movement to Save

11,000 Trees of
Osmany Uddyan

holds march

By Special Correspondent

The 'Movement to Save the
11,000 Trees of Osmany Ud-
dyan' held another march yes-
terday and collected mass-sig-
natures, highlighting the de-
mand for shifting the proposed
NAM convention centre from
the park to another site.

Led by its convenor Prof
Serajul Islam Choudhury, a
leacher of the Dhaka Univer-
.Sity the marchers set out from
the Osmany Uddyan and staged
a rally in tront of the National
Museum.

Among others Rashed Khan
Menon, M Mahbubul Hugq,
Prof Ahmed Kamal and Dr CR
Abrar led the processionists to
Shahbagh in front of the mu-
SeL.

They explained to the people
the need for keeping the Os-
many Uddyan green as the only
nlliren space between the old and
the new city.

They also urged the authori-
ties to consider their demand
for shifting the NAM conven-
tion site from the park to a
suitable location in the city.

The movement is planning a
march towards the Prime Min-
ister's Office on August 23 and
submit a memorandum to the
premier,

Another rally is planned at
the Malibagh on Wednesday to
collect mass signatures after a
rally at Osmany Uddyan at 5
pI.

Death penalty

From Page 1

years rigorous imprisonment
in such cases.

"Moreover, the custodian
might face capital punishment
if he is also found involved in
raping or repression.”

There is a provision in the
comprehensive law for stern ac-
tion also against the investiga-
tors il concerned investigation
officials show any negligence or
try to destroy any documents to
save an accused.

However, a clause proposed
earlier that investigators from
other agencies would investi-
gate a case if the lJaw-enforcers
themselves were accused of rap-
ing or perpetrating repression
has been dropped from the new
draft,

Those who are not directly
involved in a child or woman
repression could be granted
bail. But for those involved di-
rectly such cases will be non-
bailable.

Execution of the law will re-
strict publishing pictures of vic-
tims. No newspaper can print
picture of a repressed woman or
;:hi]d if the court doesn't permit
1.

Official sources said the cab-
inet made some amendments to
the draft law, incorporating
lifting of newborns from hospi-
tals and damaging limbs for en-

. Baging children in begging.

The cabinet also inserted a

~clause for catching a person

who files a false case on the
charges. However, it has to be
proved by the person or persons
accused in the case and the
punishment will be commensu-
rate to the allegation of offence
brought.

Official sources said the cab-
inet had also discussed the on-
going anti-terrorism drives
across the country and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina asked
all concerned not to show any
leniency to the terrorists.

She also asked the law-en-
fercing agencies to destroy all
the dens of the terrorists to en-
sure a peaceful life for com-
moners, the sources said.

As the issue of eviction of
slum-dwellers came up for dis-
cussion, the Prime Minister in-
structed the concerned authori-
ties to consider the matter also
on humanitarian ground.

She asked the officials to ar-
range alternatives for those
being evicted from the squalors
as in Sri Lanka. However, at the
same time, she also directed
them not to encourage influx of
villagers and keep an eye so the
slums don't become hideouts of
terrorists.

Commerce Bank

The Cabinet further ap-
proved a proposal for beginning
operations of "Bangladesh
Commerce Bank Ltd" rebuildin
the Bangladesh Commerce an
Investment Ltd (BCI), which
went bankrupt, "in the interest
of its dePusiturs and in public
interest.

Biotech institute

Another proposal on site se-
lection for setting up of Na-
tional Institute of Biotechnol-
ogy was also endorsed.

The Cabinet congratulated
Prime Minister Hasina on ac-
count of a unanimous decision
of a UN body, the Food and
Agriculture Organisation (FAO),
to bestow on her a rare honour,
the "Ceres" award.

FAO is awarding the
Bangladesh leader for her out-
standing contribution to the
combat against hunger,

Khatungonj branch
of Standard Bank

opens today

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Au% 9: The
Khatungonj branch of Standard
Bank Ltd will be opened tomor-
row. .
This will be the first branch
of Standard Bank Ltd. in the
port city.

Minister for Labour and
Manpower MA Mannan, Minis-
ter for Civil Aviation, Tourism
and Public Works Mosarraf
Hossain and Mayor of Chit-
tagong City Corporation Mohi-
uddin Chowdhury will attend
the inaugural function.

Addressing a press confer-
ence here today chairman of
Standard Bank Ltd Kazi Akram
Uddin Ahmed said that consid-
ering the commercial impor-
tance of the port city the first
granr:h after Dhaka was opened

ere.

Dr Kamal terms
present politics
S !
sick
From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 9: Dr
Kamal Hossain president of the
Gano Forum and a renowned
constitution expert, termed the
country's present politics 'sick’
as it is directed by violence,
black-money and communal-
isim.

He called upon the country-
men to shun this 'sick politics'
and establish a 'fair politics' to
bring about a change in the so-
ciety and to ensure fundamen-
tal rights of the people includ-
ing employment.

Dr Kamal Hossain was ad-
dressing a ‘Shudhi Shamabesh’
(gathering of elite people) at the
local press club here this
evening.

Dr Kamal said that the pre-
sent 'sick politics’ has snatched
away peace, safety and security
and riights of the people. 'This
moralless politics had de-
stroyed the academic atmo-
sphere depriving the students of
their rights to education and
made our youths terrorists and
armed cadres,’ he said adding
this politics indulged in black-
money making culture by creat-
m% opportunities for the loan
defaulters and robbers of na-
tional resource.

Presided over by Gano Fo-
rum Chittagong City unit con-
venor M Kalfil Uddin, the gath-
€ring was addressed, among
others, by Saifuddin Ahmed
Manik, Advocate Nurul Islam.
Babu Pankaj Bhattachariya,

Mystery shrouds
death of worker

at Dhanmondi

By Staff Correspondent

Mystery shrouded the death
of a worker at an under con-
struction building at Dhan-
mondi residential area yester-
day.

The dead was identified as
Akbar, 22, who was working as
a day labourer at the under con-
struction building at Road No: 2
in Dhanmondi area.

Duty Officer at the Dhan-
mmondi Thana said yesterday
that Akbar committed suicide
by hanging himself from the
ceiling. Police was informed
yesterday morning and they re-
covered the body of Akbar and
sent it for autopsy at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital
(DMCH).

Meanwhile, hospital sources
suspected that Akbar was killed
as the concerned doctors did not
find any symptoms of commit-
ting suicide on the body by
hanging.

Police, however, said that
they were waiting for the au-
topsy report.

An unnatural death case was
lodged with Dhanmondi thana
in this connection.

JU students

Froni Page 1
hooliganism: prompt steps
against terrorist and repressive
activities following students’
allegation and formation of a
complaint cell; amendment to
proctorial rules and convening
of a special meeting of the syn-
dicate to discuss the demand}:

GSU leader Rezwana
Sharmin read out a statement
containing the demands at the
press conference, Other GSU
leaders including Shaikat Aich
Mannan, Aniruddha Anjan,
Ariful Haq, Afsana Ayub and
Maruf were present

Meanwhile, police have been
deployed in all the five male
students’ halls of the univer-
sity.

In a statement yesterday,
Jahangirnagar Sanskritik Jote
expressed solidarity with the
movement of GSU. It resented
failure’ of the authorities to
control the situation.

Vice President of Engineer-
ing University Central Students
Union Hasib Sayeed Ahmed
Chowdhury, in a statement,
urged the government to take ef-
feclive steps to restore a conge-
nial academic atmosphere on
the JU campus.

Buriganga

From Page 1

Deputy Commissioner of
Dhaka MA Mubarek said as per
the 'existing water policy,” re-
sponsibility of the river also
lies with the WDB and the Min-
istry of Water Resources. When
asked where would people lodge
complaints about any en-
croachment on or pollution of
the river, he replied that his of-
fice would receive such com-
plaints.

Asked why then they failed
to protect the river from en-
croachment and pollution, The
DC said it is not possible to de-
ploy guards everywhere to
check such crimes. "We carry
oul evictions time to time but
the pressure of population is so
high that it is difficult to
check.” To some extent, it is the
responsibility of the people to
protect the lifeline, he added.

The DC however admitted
that it was not the poor but in-
fluential and rich people who
were involved in encroachment
and pollution. “There must be a
firm political commitment to
clear the river,” he said.

“We have two conditions be-
fore going for any eviction
drive. Firstly, the law must be
blind and secondly. prior to
eviction, we must decide what
we should do on the site that
has been cleared, we cannot
leave the cleared spots only to
be encroached again,” Mubarek
werit on.

The DC mentioned that his
office has proposed to the
higher authorities to build a
‘circular road around the river
and restrict the population in-
side the embankment ..

A top official of WDB noted
that the district administration
represents the government. Ev-
erything that belongs to the
state has to be protected by the
government, But to protect a
river, the district administra-
tion is neither equipped with
skilled manpower nor any
other resources, he added.

|

FBCCI demands

From Page |

At a meeting of the FBCCI
executive committee the mem-
bers publicly debated the trans-
shipment issue. Of the 25 direc-
tors present two opposed trans-
shipment while the others wel-
comed the move.

The two directors who op-
posed the transshipment said
that India had earlier taken
various facility from
Bangladesh unilaterally. The
did not even remove the -tatrit'}f
anomaly from Bangladeshi
products as per agreement. the
lwo argued.

While speaking to journal-
ists at the end of the meeting
FBCCI President Abdul Awal
Mintoo said that Bangladesh
will benefit from the trans-
shipment deal.

Regarding oppositions stand
on the transshipment issue
Mintoo said that the country
was sulfering from political un-
rest and that Bangladesh
should not delay economic de-
cisions for it.

He also said that Pakistan
and India began bus service
within six months while it took
five years for Bangladesh to do
the same.

"We can not keep our econ-
omy isolated while the globali-
sation process is going on all
around us, From now on FBCCI
will support every positive
move and suggesi whatever is
good. FBCCI will not consider
whether any political party
supports the issue or not.”
Mintoo said.

Shahabuddin

From Page |

The Turkish President ex- _

tended invitations to President
Shahabuddin four times in-
cluding on all three occasions
when Demeril visited
Bangladesh in the last three
years. Former South African
President Nelson Mandela also
invited the Bangladesh Presi-
dent twice while Iranian Presi-
dent Mohammad Khatami in-
vited him once,

A foreign ministry official
said that the presidential visit
to Turkey will contribute to
boosting the image of the coun-
try as 1t will attract media at-
tention in the host country,
which was the prime initiator
of D-8 group and the only Mus-
lim member of NATO.

Osman Siddique

From Page ]
Execulive Officer of
ITI/Travelogue Inc. a corporate
travel management company
he lounded in 1976. Presently,
ITI/Travelogue is one of the top
minority-owned businesses in
the metropolitan Washington
D.C area and one of the largest
travel management companies
in US. Siddique was named fi-
nalist for Inc: magazine's En-
trepreneur of the Year Award
by Ernst & Young.

He has also been very active
in community work. He served
in several Presidential delega-
tions, including the White
House Conference on Travel
and Tourism and the first
Hemispheric Trade and Com-
merce Forum, He was a member
of the National Democratic In-
stitute’s International Observer
Delegation to Bangladesh dur-
ing the parliamentary elections
in 1996.

Siddigue was born in Dha-
ka. He received his MBA from
Indiana University in 1974. He
and his wife Catherine Mary
have lour children. He is the

son ol Dr Osman Ghiani, former
ambassador goud Vice Chance-
lor of Dhaka University
Khaleda
From Page ]
tronisation of rapists and
killers,
She also asked the

government to immediately
stop repression on officials and
employees at Bangladesh Secre-
tariat and warned of dire con-
sequence for raiding Secre-
tariat by dogs.

The opposition leader said
the government cannot imple-
ment pay-scale and give wages
to its employees and workers,
but it is constructing memorial
at a cost of Tk 500 crore for
"onie’'s brother and famil}y;".

Khaleda called upon the peo-
ple to make the August 30 mass
procession and September 12
sit-in demonstration in front of
Secretariat a complete success.

Presided over by city BNP
convenor Sadek Hossain
Khoka, it was addressed, amcng
others, by BNP secretary gen-
eral Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,
Dr Khandaker Mosharraf Hos-
sain, Shahjahan Siraj. Selima
Rahman, Mirza Abbas, Kurshid
Jahan Haq MP, Fazlur Rahman
Patal MP, Amanullah Aman
MP, Nazimuddin Alam MP and
city BNP joint convenor Abdus

Salam.
DEPZ

From Page 1
tile, as there were inflammable
wool and chemicals on the
ground floor that caught fire.

More firefighters from the
headquarters, Tongi, Moham-
madpur, and Mirpur stations
were called out to join the com-
bat, but by then the fire had
spread to the upper floors, he
said.

He also told the aﬁenc}r that
the factory also lacked a fire
safety system.

Fire Brigade sources said the
cause of the fire could be de-
tected after proper investiga-
lion, as there were no clear
signs ol electric short-circuit.

Senior Manager of the in-
dustrial unit M Mohsin, how-
ever, said the fire might have
originated from an electric
short-circuit. "The fire could be
brought under control if there
had been adequate equipment
at the DEFPZ." he said.

He also said there was a con-
signment of sweaters for export
to USA and Italy worth Tk two
crore next month that also was
reduced to ashes.

Another source said there
were disputes between the man-
agement and the labour of the
factory and it could be an inci-
dent of "arson.”

Production in the factory
was closed during the fire inci-
dent as it runs from 7 am to 7
pm regularly.
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