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Installation work progressing
MADARIPUR, Aug 9: Work on the installation of 1200-line

digital telephone exchange here is progressing fast, reports BSS.

Local Telegraph and Telephone (T and T] office sources said,
80 per cent work of the switch room including installation of
the main distribution fan and battery has already been com-

pleted.

Drive to realise outstanding taxes

MADARIPUR Aug 9: Madaripur Pourasabha has launched a
drive to realise outstanding taxes from its 3.203 private, com-
merical and government holdings in the nine wards of the
town, reports BSS.

The drive, which began from June 15, will continue,

urasabha sources said. Taxes amounting to Taka 30 lakh
ﬁgve been lying outstanding with the private, commerical and
government holdings for a long period.

Body recovered

MUNSHIGANJ, Aug 9: The sadar thana police recovered the
body of an unidentified man of around 30 years old from the
River Dhaleswari on August 6, reports BSS.

Police sources said the badly decomposed body was found
floating close to the river-bank near Tara Mosque, about the
kilometre off the district town. The victim was clad in a full
sleeve blue shirt -and check lungi with hands tied behind with
rope to a piece of iron rod. Police suspected that the victim
might have been thrown into the river fastening his hands and
feet. The body was sent to Narayanganj morgue {or autopsy.

Stolen timber recovered

TANGAIL, Aug 9: A huge quanity of stolen timber worth
about Taka 10 lakh was recovered from Mahihjora and Garo
Bazaar in Tangail district last week, police and Forest depart-
ment officials said, reports BSS.

Acting on a secret information, the forest departrnent offi-
cials and the police jointly raided the spot and recovered the
timber stolen from the reserve forest areas of Madhupur, An or-
ganised gang is active to destroy the forest resources in the area;
officials said.

Construction work progressing

BANDARBAN, Aug 9;: The 73-km long road work in three
thanas is progressing fast. reports BSS.

As part of the Ls_-ll;w;-n::tal project of Chittagong Hill Tracts De-
velopment Board, the three roads conencting Lama,
Rowangchari and Naikkhangchari thanas with the district
headquarters are being built at a cost of Taka 39 crore, executive
engineer of the board told the news agency. Eighty per-cent
work of the three roads were completed. The new roads will fa-
cilitate direct road communication of the three remote thanas
with the district headquarters, enabling the people to carry
their goods for sale.

74 FWP projects implemented

CHUADANGA, Aug 9: A total of 74 projects were imple-
mented under the Food-for-Work Programme (FWP) in four
thanas here in the last fiscal year, reports BSS,

According lo an official source, the government sanctioned
629 tons of wheat for the execution of the small projects. Six-
teen projects were implemented in Chuadanga Sadar, 27 pro-
jects in Alamdanga thana, 19 projects in Damurhuda thana and
12 projects in Jibannagar thana. The work of the projects in-
cluded construction and repair of roads, culverts and bridges in
the flood affected areas.

Rivals’ clash leaves old woman dead

BARGUNA, Aug 9: An old woman was killed and four other
people were injured in a clash between two rival villagers in
Patharghata thana on Friday, reports UNB.

Witnesses said the clash ensued in the morning when Asmat
Ali and his family members tried to resist a group of people led
by Monu chowkidar from cultivating a disputed land in Lemua
village, The dead was identified as Zamina Khatun; 65, wife of
Asmat Ali. Her body was sent to the hospital morgue for au-

topsy. The injured were identified as Jahangir, 45, Zahir, 35,
Joykul Begum, 40, and Mintu, 35.

Discussion on pisciculture

BRAHMANBARIA, Aug 9 : Different functions were organ-
ised by the Fisheries Department from July 25 to 31 marking
the Fisheries Week '99 here and different thana headquarters,
reports BSS5.

A discusion on pisciculture was held in the Sadar thana
parishad auditorium. Begum Dialra Haroon. MP was present at
the discussion as the chief guest. Presided over by Deputy
Commissioner Md Lutfar Rahman, the discussion was ad-
dressed, among others, by District Fisheries Officer Md Mohi-

uddin. Prizes were distributed among the best pisciculturists of
the district.

Young boy commits suicide

PATUAKHALI, Aug 9: Having failed to marry a schoolgirl, a
young boy in Mirjaganj thana allegedly committed suicide on
Thursday, reports [INB.

Villagers said Elias Rabbi alias Rusel, a 2nd year student of

Subidkhali Degree College, took his life by hanging himself at
their residence at about 6am.

Wheat distributed among destitutes

CHUADANGA, Aug 9: The government has sanctioned 1.116
tons of wheat for distribution among the 3.035 destitute fami-
lies of the four thanas here under Vulnerable Group Develop-
ment (VGD] Programme in the current fiscal year, reports BSS.

According to an official source, of the total wheat. 324 tons
will be distributed free of cost among 889 families in
Chuadanga sadar, 594 tons among 1,651 families in Alamdanga
thana, 113 tons among 315 families in Damurhuda thana and
85 tons among 180 families in Jibannagar thana. Each family
will be getting monthly 30 kg of wheat.

Agri-loan distributed

MAGURA, Aug 9: Bangladesh Krishi Bank (BKB) has dis-
tributed Tk 14.62 crore as agricultural loans among farmers in
four thanas here during the last fiscal year that ended last
month, reports UNB.

During the period, the bank has realised outstanding loans
of Tk 10 crore from the farmers, official sources said. The laons
distributed through 16 branches of BKB, were used for cultiva-
tion of various crops, farming pruposes, poverty alleviation ac-
tivities and bamboo and cane handicrafts production,

Unnatural deaths up in Gopalganj

GOPALGANJ, Aug 9: The incidents of unnatural deaths in-
creased in the district during the last six months when 250
cases were recorded, reports UNB.

‘The police report said 125 people committed suicide, 35 were

killed in accidents and the rest fell victim of secret killing or
drowned. 2

Three cops closed

MANIKGANJ, Aug 9: Three traffic constables here were
closed in connection with Thursday night's collection of toll
Is}ggpmg trucks on Dhaka-Aricha highway, police said. reports

They were identified as constables Abdul Kader, Babul Has-
sain and Siddiqur Rahman Siddique. Transport workers put up
barricade on the highway at 9 pm on Thursday night after a
transport leader escaped narrowly from an accident when a
truck ran away with high speed to avoid toll collection by po-
lice. The barricade was withdrawn at about zero hours after the
Officer-in- Charge (OC) of Manikganj sadar thana apnln%ised to

the transport workers and closed the traffic constables in-
stantly.

Chhengar Char Pourasabha budget

Chﬁ;g{}ggﬂ. Pﬂug 9: ﬂhhTaktg 4..?1?.95.553 annual budget of
ar rourasabha for the year 1999- -
nounced last week, r s B5S. 4 SHARRED Y e
Chhengar Char Pourasabha chairperson Amena Begum, the
first woman chairperson of any municipality in Bangladesh,
announced the budget at a meeting held at the pourashava. Lo-
cal businessmen,; elite and government officials were present on
the occasion. Sufficient allocations have been made for overall
devleopment of roads and markets of the new pourasabha.

Bheramara Pourasabha budget

BHERAMARA, Aug 9: The Taka 5,36,78,842 annual budget of
Bheramara Pourasabha under Kushtia district for the iscal
1999-2000 has been announced here recently. reports BSS,

Pourasabha chairman Mohammad %ira ul Islam an-
nounced the budget at a meeting held at his office. Poura com-
missioners, government officers and local leaders were present
on the occasion. An amount of Taka 3, 30,50,000 has been allo-
cated in the development sector for repair and reconstruction of
roads, markets and educational institutions of the municipal-
ity. No new tax has been imposed.

RAJSHAHI, Aug 9: A total of

20 families have not yet been
ayed the compensation money
or their lands requisitioned by

the government.

More than four years ago,
the district administration ac-
quired lands from several hun-

~dred famities for Rajshahi De-

velopment Authority (RDA) to
construct a bypass road extend-
ing from Kalpana (UTSAV) Cin-
ema Hall to Rajshahi Silk Fac-
tory. _
The Land Requistiion De-
partment (LRD) of the office of
the Deputy Commissioner (DC)
of Rajshahi had fixed up the
price of the lands and houses
and signed contracts with the
owners of the lands according
to the government rule. The
owners of the lands had also
been ‘asked to submit docu-

National

Land requisitioned by govt

20 families in Rajshahi yet
to get compensation

From Our Correspondent

ments in favour of their respec-
tive ownerships. When works
on construction of the bypass
road began by demlishing the
buidlings; the LRD started to
pay the comensation money.

All were paid their money
except 20 owners who had been
asked 1o submit deeds of hand-
over of the lands, As they owned
the lands from paternal sources
Lhey could not show any kind of
deed of purchase or transfer
ownership of the lands. They,
however, submitted other rele-
vant documents. The officials
of LRD did not accept those doc-
uments as legal and refused to
pay them the compensation
money until they produce the
deeds of ownership of the lands.

The deprived land-owners
appeinted advocates who

pleaded for them to the LRD

that the 20 families had divided

their paternal lands on mutual

consensus and made no deed of

transfer of ownership. So they
had not have any sueh docu-
ments. But they have many
other documents that confirm
their ownership. Besides, no
dispute arose on possession or
ownership of the lands. All ar-
guiments went in vain.

At last the deprived land-
owners went to the then minis-
ter for public works who ulti-
mately ordered LRD of Ra-
jshahi DC office on November
27, 1997 to immediately make
payment of the compensation
money to 20 families. About
two years have already passed
after the minister's order but
LRI} is vet to follow the order.

When contactd, ‘a LRD official
said on  condition of
anonymity, "The minister's or-
der was proved to he political,
but the problem is completely a
legal concern. Without confir-
mation of ownership of a land

with the necessary documents
that government rules need,
how can we pay the money?"

Meanwhile, losing their
lands and houses, the gﬂ fami-
lies have taken shelter in
rented houses. They cannot buy
new lands and build new houses
for not gelling the compensa-
tion money. "We are passin
very hard days,” said one o
them.

They have recenlty appled to
Prime Minister Shaikh Hasina

for her intervention into the
problem,

Extending contract ? : The contractors of Rajshahi town protection embankment
damaging further the already flood weakened dam by plying heavy trucks on it.

—star photo by Abdul Wadood

MOULVI BAZAR, Aug9: The
Bmductinn target of tea may not
e achieved in Moulvibazar and
Habiganj districts in the cur-
rent season.

The spell of drought which
blew over the two districts in
the early part of this year poses
a threat to tea production, As a
result the production target
may not be achieved.

According to managers and
officials of different tea gardens
of Moulvibazar and Habigonj
districts where country's three:
fourth tea gardens are located,
about 80 per cent of targeted
production may be achieved
this year.

According - to received in-
formation in the first four
months of the year, production
target of tea was fixed at 48 lakh
80 thousand kilogram, while
only 19 lakh 80 thcusand kilo-
gram were produced against
this target. In the first three
months tea leaves were not
plucked and necessary fertilis-
ers and pesticides were not used
in the plantation areas of the.
gardens due to insufficient
rainfall,

It is also reported that tea
plantation areas was being at-
tacked by white ants, red spi-
ders and Helpellis in consider-
able number of tea gardens fol-
lowing rainfalls in the months
of May and June causing much
problem in picking tea leaves in
normal way.

However, due to prolonged
drought and insufficient rain-
falls, additional funds have
been involved in many gardens
to overcome the situation. On
the other hand many tea garden
owners are facing capital crisis

to face the situation created by
drought.

Tea production may fall short
of target in two dists
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It is being apprehended that
Bangladeshi tea may face tough
competition in international
market as production costs
have increased due to the above
mentioned causes.

However. the present produc-
tiony situation was discussed in

the 39th annual general meet-

ing of the Bangladeshiya Cha

Sangsad.the owners’' organisa-
tion of tea gardens which was
held on July-29 last. AQI
Chowdhury, chairman of the
sangsad has also sought assis-
tance from the povernment
with financial support on easy
terms and conditions with a
view to overcoming the situa-
tion created by drought. -

i?ulchhmi THC yet to
start functioning

From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA, Aug 9:
Fulchhari Thana Health Com-
plex in the district is yet to start
its operation in full swing, al-
though the health complex was
inaugurated formally one and a
half years ago. depriving the
!:;f:np e of proper medical facil-
ity. '
On completion of the coun-

- struction of the complex it was

inaugurated on February
27,1998, Since then the com-
plex has only been providing
out door treatment to patients.
The authority is yet to start
providing its indoor medical
service to patients.

Everyday huge numbers of
patients of Fulchhari thana,
which has the population of
nearly one lakh and 30 thou-
sands, have to visit Gaibandha
Hospital and Rangpur Medical
College Hospital for better
treatment.

Out of nine posts of physi-
cians only five were found

working in the complex tew
months back but now anly two
doctors are engaged to atiend
patients, But no step has yet
been taken to recruit doctors in
the vacant posts.

Patients alleged it was really
hard to meet the physicians in
the complex. They are to depend
on nurses and laboratory tech-
nicians.

Besides, over 70,000 people
who are living in remote char
areas in the thana cannot reach
the complex for treatment due
to- non-availability of trans-
ports. The complex is being
shifted from _Gajaria to
Udakhali, seven kilometers off
Fulchhari thana headquarters
because of river erosion.

Local people have demanded
the complex be operated in full
swing with adequate dcctors
and medical equipment.

Most of the people in the
thana are poor and they have
no or little access to modern
medical treatment facility.

NETRAKONA, Aug 9 : Maize
cultivation has been gaining
popularity in the district over
the last five years.

More lands are being
brought under maize farming in
the area, local agriculture offi-
cials said.

The government is giving

priority to erop diversification.
The Agriculture Extension Di-
rectorate is trying to introduce

the crop to farmers in the dis-
trict and motivate them
through demonstration plots.

Maize ranks second after
wheat in world cereal produc-
tion followed by paddy.

More than 70 countries, in-
cluding 53 developing coun-
tries. are cultivating the crop at
least on one lakh hectares of
land. Maize is used in the
preparation of nutritious food,
animal feed and fodder and in
several industrial products.

Maize can be grown all over
Bangladesh on 15 lakh acres of
land, agriculture experts said.
The potential demand for maize
in the country is 2.70 lakh tons,
added. "The country’'s demand

Maize cultivation gaining
popularity in Netrakona
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for maize will be 4.60 lakh tons
in near future.”

A source with the Netrakona
Agriculture Extension Depart-
ment (AED) said in the current
maize season the crop is bein
cultivated on 300 acres of lan
in the district. 15 to 20 tons of
maize can be produced on an
acre of land, the source added.

‘As maize plants collect food
and water from deep laver of
soil by lﬂﬂ%l roots, they do not
cause any harm to other crops
and soil fertility, experts said.
“Besides, pest atlack on the cro
is not as severe as other cerea
Crops.”

Local wvarieties -Barnaly,
Shuvra and Mohar and high
yielding varieties sewra and
Pacific-1 lare now being eculti-
vated in the country.

Maize cultivation method is
very easy and production cost is
comparatively low in the coun-
try. Generally the crop yields
bumper harvest in the rabi sea-
son, (October to April), kharif-1
(February to June) and kharif-1I
(July to November).

orn oil produced from
maize is one of the popular

most edible oils in the present
world. And corn oil is also used
for preparing acid, alcohol,
paint, artificial rubber, gun
powder, medicines etc. Besides,
maize is the only crop. which
contains magnesium, potas-
sium, sodium and chlorine.

Smooth marketing of the
crop is one of the major prob-
lems for the farmers in the dis-
trict. But at present several or-
ganisation like BRAC, Gramin
Krishi Foundation and poultry
feed producers and some poul-
try farmers are showing inter-
est for maize. In markets, per
maund of the crop is selling at
Tk 250,

Interested farmers also face
quality seed crisis. Maize seeds
are not being impqrted due to
lack of government patronisas-
tion, forcing the farmers de-
pend on local seeds.

As the crop is suitable for the
country's climate and it has
bright clnrnspect both home and
abroad, government should
come forward to encourage
farmers to bring more lands
under maize cultivation, ex-

Netrakona-Madan

Bar Association in a resolution
has
the terrorist activities on the

jurfjge MA Shahidur Rahman
an

jail.

perts observed.

b official sources said.

Protest rally
of traders
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GOPALGANJ, Aug 9: A
protest rally of traders was held
at Gopalganj town Sunday to
protest the decision to destroy
the Poura Market building.

Organised by Poura Market
Business Association the
gmtest rally was presided over

y M.Mansur Ali, Convenor of
the association and President
district Jatiya Party. The rally
was addressed, among others,
b}v Asral Ali. general secretary
of Sadar thana Awami League,
Moniruzzaman Pinu, joint
convenor district BNP, Abdur
Rab, former municipal com-
missioner and Mozzafar Hus-
sain.

M. Mansur Ali, who re-
named the market as Banga-
bandhu Poura Market. urged
the authorities concerned to
withdraw the decision to de-
stroy the market.

After rally agitated traders
brought a big procession which
paraded main roads in the
town,

road 1n
bad shape

From QOur correspondent

NETRAKONA, Aug 9 : The 35-
kilometre Netrakona-Madan
road has been in a deplorable
condition, much to the suffer-
ing of local people.

Absence of repair and reno-
vation work was held respon-
sible for the poor condition of
the road.

Because of the pitiable con-
dition .of the road carrying of
goods and passengers from the
district headquarters to other
areas has become hazardous,
local transport workers said.

The road was severely dami-
aged in the last year's unprece-
dented flood. A large number of
potholes have developed on the
road.

Local people have urged the
authorities concerned to repair
the road immediately.

. District bus owners said if
the road is not repaired imme-
diately, their buses will stop
plying on the road,

Satkhira Bar slates
terrorism in court
premises

From Our Correspondent
SATKHIRA, Aug 9: District

protested and condemned

Satkhira judge courl premises.
The members of the associa-
tion demanded punitive action
against those who besieged and
confined the learned district

his staff in his room fol-
lowing cancellation of bail peti-
tions of four accused in the
daily Patradoot editor S.M.
;ﬂauddin Murder Case:on July
6.

The terrorists turned violent
and put the two main gates of
the premises under lock and
key, creating panic in the area
from 11 am Lo 8 prn.

The meeting of the associa-
tiornt held wilth Advocate SM
Haider in the chair also de-
manded withdrawal of DC.

The four accused of the murs-
der case Abdus Sabur., Khalilu-
flah Jhharu, Abul Kalam and .
Abour Rouf, who surrendered to
the court, however, were sent Lo

40,000 hectares to
be brought under

aman farming

From A Correspondent

NARSINGDI Aug 9: Agricul-
ture Extension Department has
taken up a massive project to
bring 40,000 hectares of land
under transplanted aman
paddy cultivation in six thanas
of the district.

The department has also set
a target to produce 1,20,000
metric tons paddy. ollicial
sources said.

Thana wise break up of land
to be brought under the cultiva-
tion is 8500 hectares in
Raipura, 4300 hectares in
Palash, 8b00 hectares in
Shibpur. 9500 hectares in
Manohardi, 5500 hectares in:
Belabo and 3700 hectares in
Sadar theana.

Difterent government agen-
cies have provided seeds and
fertiliser to Aman growers to
achieve the production target,
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Events of districts
_in picture

Human Rights: A seminar on Repression on Women and
Children was arranged recently by Rights, Jessore at
Bagherpara thana parisad auditorium. Presided over by
Taslim Ahmed the seminar was attended by woman MP
Aleya Afroz as the chief guest. Acting Secretary of
Rights Jessore Binoy K Mollick is also seen in the

picture, —>Star photo

Taking over: Prof Sayeedur Rahman Khan taking over
as the Vice-Chancellor of Rajshahi University from Prof
Abdul Khaleque, the outgoing VC at a simple Ceremony
on August 4 last. Prof Khan topped the VC panel
securing the highest number of votes.He has been
appointed the 17th VC of the university by the

President and the Chancellor of
shahabuddin Ahmed.
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Universities Justice
— Star photo
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No more Hiroshima: Former election commissioner
Justice Abdur Rouf addressing a discussion meeting on
Hiroshima-Nagasaki Day arranged by Hiroshima Academy
at Chittagong College auditorium recently. —Star photc
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Rajshahi city mayor Mizanur Rahman Minu recently
distributed prizes among the winners of a cultural
competition held in the metropolis. —Star photo
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Chang_ing food habit: Dhuliapara farmers of Sailkupa
thana in Jhenidah district cultivating maize extensively

as the grain proved to be a profitable one;, —Star photo



