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| Biman to raise domestic
fare from October

By Special Correspondent

Bangladesh Biman is going
to raise its fare in the domestic
sector from October, next, even
as it is losing its domestic and
re%innal passengers to other
airlines, both local and foreign.
However it managed steady

wth in the international sec-
tors, both passenger and
freight. There was a hike in the
fn:ight service charges. officials
sai

The justification for the do-
mestic tare hike is to bring it at
ar with the rival private air-
Enes who operate with fewer
aircraft and lower overhead.

Foreign airlines took away
99 percent of outgoing passen-
gers and brought 57 percent of
the incoming, leaving Biman
the rest. In absolute terms,
however, there was a rise as the
national airline ferried 662,555
passengers in 1996-97, 662,128
in 1997-98 and 699,271 in 1998-
99, they told reporters yesterday
at a briefing at Biman head
office after a review of the na-
tional carrier's marketing, last
week,

The Indian Airlines once
known for its erratic schedules
overtook Biman's profitable
Dhaka-Calcutta regional ser-
vice, taking away 10,000 pas-
sengers last year, operating
wide body Airbus five days a
week. Biman even failed to
maintain its three flights a day
by F-28's due to aircraft short-
age and operating wide body
aircraft intrequently.

Overall the national carrier
turned out a 2.66 percent growth
in revenues and is looking
ahead to improve the situation
from the winter beginning end
October, when it hopes to press
all three of its F-28's and add a
fifth DC-10-30 to the three-en-
gine vintage work force of the
airline, having four such sec-
ond hand aircratft .

It is also planning to add an-
other Airbus to join its two
medium haul Airbus fleet, Wal-
iul Huq Khandaker, director
marketing informed. The deba-
cle in domestic sector was at-
tributed to an small fleet of four
aircraft: Two F-28s and a simi-
lar number of ATPs. They have

been flying both on internal
and regional routes.

The crash of a F-28 in Sylhet
in December, 1997 and an inop-
erational ATP earlier in June
that year, after it skidded off
the runway while landing in
Chittagong, took a heavy toll on
the airline's passenger carrying
capacity.

In 1996-97 Biman carried
497,339 passengers on the do-
mestic routes which declined to
391,101 and 367,230 in 1998-99
fiscal year marking a shortfall
of 112,000 passengers. The situ-
ation is likely to improve from
October when the F-28 cur-
rently undergoing D-Check
abroad rejoins the fleet.

But the disruption in sched-
ules has helped the private air-
lines like GMG which has two
36 seat aircraft and Air Parabat
having two 19-seal planes. the
official said.

In the international sector
the Gulf route continued to spin
money. Revenues in the Euro-
pean routies were break-even,
while the north American ser-
vice was running at a loss. The
Tokyo flight. as a segment of
the Ean%knk to Tokyo route has
become break even. Services to
Bangkok and Kuala Lumpur are
losing money as manpower re-
cruitment in Malaysia abated.
Carrying of cargo with Korean
Air suffered a set back last year
after the crash of a Korean Air
MD-11 freighter which led to
suspension of the service by the
airline that mainly hauled
garmenis to North America.
Biman is currently negotiating
with British Airways for the
cargo service after botched
talks with Saudia. Korean Air
is however, likely to resume the
service, the officials said.

On the reduction of aviation
fuel price secretary, civil avia-
tion said the matter is still be-
ing considered by the govern-
ment which is examining the
price in the regional airports. A
delegation from the IATA re-
cently was in Dhaka to discuss
the issue which they said is one
of the factor that is inhibiting
the Bangladesh capital from be-
coming a regional aviation.

Speaker refers case

From Page |

The Speaker’s office went to
the Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court and appealed
aﬁajnst the High Court verdict.
The SC in-a verdict on-July 29
upheld the HC verdict and asked
the Speaker to comply with the
HC verdict in 'seven days from
the receipt of the order’.

The Speaker’'s office then
moved a petition to a Chamber
Judge of the Appellate Division
for extending the time. On be-
half of the Speaker, the Attor-
ney General sought "15 days
time from the receipt of the
copy of the judgement’ 1o com-
ply with the SC order.

The Appellate Division out-
right rejected the prayer yester-

day
20 BAU students
fall sick after
breakfast

MYMENSINGH, Aug 8: At
least 20 students of My-
mensingh Agricultural Univer-
sity fell sick after breakfast at a
hall canteen today, reports
UNB,

Campus sources said at least
20 students of Bangabandhu
Hall fell sick after they went to
classes. The hall canteen was
inaugurated today.

Eight of the seriously ill stu-
dents identified as Rafiqul Is-
lam, Sudhangshu, Monir Hos-
sain, Sadhon Guhu, Mahbubul
Alam, Morshed, Mamunuzza-
man and Harun were admitted
to Mymensingh Medical College
Hospital. |

Khulna BNP

convening body

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Aug 8: A new Con-
vening Comrmittee of Khulna
District BNP has been formed
with former whip of the Jatiya
Sangsad and joint secretary of
the party's central committee
Ashraf Hossain as convener
and Advocate Shafiqul Alam as
member secretary.

The 61-member new conven-
ing committee was announced
by the secretary general of the
E‘Iafi’-ty Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan,

The new committee has been
asked to hold council session
within next three months.

Meantime, Prof. Badruddoza
Chowdhury and Khandaker
Delwar Hossain prayed before
the Appellate Division yester-
day morning for drawing con-
tempt proceedings against the
Speaker on the ground that he
failed to comply with the
Supreme Court order in seven
days time from the receipt of
the order;

Barrister Moudud Ahmed
who appeared for the plaintiffs
in the contempt case told The
Daily Star yesterday evening,
"It is good that the Speaker
eventually complied with the
court order. We are thinking
whether to pursue the contempt
case under the new circum-
stances.”

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury told the BBC that he
had never thought of disobeying
the court order. “As the matter
Is related to the sovereignty of
parliament and other constitu-
tional issues, we wanted a copy
of the text of the judgement so
that we could take steps after
examining it ", the Speaker
said. “The SC did not grant us
time. Even then, showing re-
spect to the Supremne Court, we
sent the matter to the Election
Commission,”

Transport workers'
leaders to sit
with minister

- again today

Talks between Bangladesh
Transport Workers' Federation
leaders and the Communi-
cation Minister vesterday vyiel-
ded no results, reports UNB,

The leaders of Bangladesh
Road Transport Workers' Fede-
ration will meet Communica-
tions Minister Anwar Hossain
at his ministry again at 4 pm
today.

The Federation has com-
pleted its preparation to make
the planned sirike a success. It
took out a transport procession
in the city yesterday to muster
support for the proposed strike
to realise its 11-point demand.

Prior to the procession,
Federation president Wazi-
uddin Khan MP told a workers'
rally at Mohakhali Bus Ter-
minal that they would go for
non-stop strike across the
country from August 10 if their
demands were not met.

e

Mohammedan Sporting
holds an enviable track record
in domestic football, The
revered side with a glorious past
has won most titles in Dhaka
football. But yesterday the
flood-lit Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium became a living
nightmare for the popular Moti-
jheel outfit when Muktijoddha
Sangsad crushed them to an
embarrassing 4-1 defeat in a
crucial ‘super four’ match of the
Keya Premier Football League.

It was the worst possible de-
feat for Mohammedan, who had
never conceded more than three
goals in a match against any
side since independence. The
outcome also ended Mo-
hammedan's 11l-match un-
beaten run in the most igno-
minious way as ihe all-reds
more than avenged their first-
leg 1-0 defeat.

It was a memorable night for
the defending champions, who
will cherish the flattering vic-
tory by the extensive margin for
a long-time. The win was ve
significant. for' Muktijoddha,
who are however still trailing
their vanquished opponents by
three points.

Mohammedan still holds
the reign with 29 points from 12
james, but the humiliating de-
cal left a severe dent in their
pride and was a caustic blow to
their smooth sailing in the
League thus far

Although, in the batile of the
biggies, Mohammedan eventu-
ally managed to evade a defeat
by the biggest margin of 4-0. a
record they hold against their

Liton (C) of Muktijoddha trying to burst through a couple of Mohammedan defenders during
their Premier league Super Four encounter yesterday.

Sports Reporter

arch rivals Abahani. the ma-
rauding Muktijoddha were a
wee bit unlucky for failing to
rewrite the history books.

Fermer national striker Im-
tiaz Ahmed Nakib set the pat-
tern of a surprisingly one-sided
affair when he opened the
floodgate in the 11th minute,
The lanky forward, after receiv-
ing a ball from Masud Rana
from the left, first cracked it
against the near post but was
quick enough to score from the
rebound [rom an acute angle.

Nakib was again in the thick
of things 15 minutes after the
lemon break when he took full
advantage of a terrible Mo-
hammedan delensive error to
score his second goal with a
neat grounder past a shaky
custodian Ponir,

The double strike from
Nakib effectively evaporated
hopes of a turnaround by an
injury-plagued Mohammedan.

But Muktijoddha; who were
ot to completely destroy the

________

—- Star photo by Anisur Rahman

Muktijoddha maul MSC

black and whites on a fast
ground. made it 3-0 in the 77th
minute when their nimble mid-
fielder Liton volleyed home a
Hasan al Mamun floater from
the right.

The agony of the black-and-
white supporters, who had
never experienced such a rever-
sal of fortunes, turned into vio-
lence when Muktijoddha sub-
stitute Arif Khan Joy punched
in the fourth goal eight minutes
from the final whist%e.

Alfaz scored a late consola-
tion goal for the League leaders,
heading home an Anwar-cross
from the right. But that was a
little too late to stop the inces-
sant brick-batting in the ter-
races. The brawl among the ri-
val supporters, which left work-
ing journalists and radio-men
stranded in the middle of a
volatile situation, continued
long after the long whistle.

Yellow cards: Arun, Liton
(Muktijoddhal] and Motiur

See page 11 Col 8

Team Rank | M W D L F A Pts
Mohammedan Ist 12 9 2 1 17 i 29
. Muktijoddha 2nd 12 8 2 2 26 11 26
| Abahani KC 3rd 12 6 4 2 17 B 2
| Arambagh 4th 12 | 4 3 5 15 | 17 | 15
| Badda Jagerani | 5th 11 5 2 4 15 12 17
Brothers Union | 6th 10 3 2 3] 14 14 11
Farashganj 7th 10 3 2 5 10 13 11
_Fakirerpool Sth 11 2 4 3] 10 18 10
| Rahmatgan] Bih 10| 1 5] 3 10 13 9
Chalantika 10th | 10 | 0 1 Y g 29
: 52 28 5] 136 | 136 | 145
28 145

Postmen 1n rural
areas begin
10-day strike

Postal operations through-
out the country came to a halt
as thousands of postmen in ru-
ral areas went on a 10-day

strike yesterday on their three-. .

point demand, reports UNB.

Some 22,000 postal emnploy-
ees of about 10,000 sub and
branch post offices in the rural
areas went on strike at the eall
of Bangladesh Postal Employ-
ees Parishad (BPEP).

Their demands include
bringing of non-postal divi-
sional employees under the na-
tibnal pay scale, allotment of
offices for BPEP in GPOs and re-
instatement of BPEP secretary
general Ashraful Alam in his
service.

Meanwhile, the union at a
meeting in the city yesterday
hailed the postal employees for
observing the counirywide
strike and urged them to con-
tinue strike till August 17.

Sonali Bank

From Page ]

permission.

The MD, however, flatly re-
Jected the suggestion on the plea
that SB is not a subsidiary of
the central bank.

The directors then said un-
less the issue be referred to
Bangladesh Bank they would
register their note of dissent.

Later it was decided thal
Rahman Group’s case would be
relerred to a lawyer for sugges-
tion.

Inum sga -

Evicted sex workers stage demonstration in front of the

Directorate for Women Affairs yesterday.

— Star photo

Tariqul gets
ad-1nterim
bail
By SC Correspondent

BNP Vice-chairman Tariqul
Islam }rtstf:rdag got ad-interim
anticipatory bail for three
months from the High Court in
the case of bomb attack on
Udichi cultural programme in
Jessore.

The Division Bench of the
HC comprising Justice Md Sira-
jul Islam and Justice M M
Ruhul Amin also directed the
Deputy Cominissioner, Jessore
to show cause why Tariqul Is-
lam shall not be enlarged on
anticipatory bail in the case.

It was stated in the petition
that on August 6 the petitioner
came to know from the 'Daily
Janakantha' that his name is
going to be implicated in the
charge-sheet of the case.

Thereafter, all on a sudden
on August 6 at about 11:00 pm
and on August 7 at about 11:30
pm. without any summons or
warrant of arrest, the residence
of the petitioner was raided by
police, the petition alleged.

Five people were killed and
49 injured in the bomb attack
on the cultural function of
Udichi Shilpi Gosthi at Jessore
Town Hall.

Barrister Maudud Ahmed
with Barrister A M Mahbubud-
din, advocate Anwarul Islam
Shaheen and Irin Mahbub
moved the petition, while se-
nior advocate Habibul Islam
Bhuiyan and former Speaker
Sheikh Razzak Ali and about 20
others were present in the court

at the time of hearing of the pe-
Lition:

Secretariat

calm
By Special Correspondent

The Secretariat remained
quiet yesterday.

Police, whose ranks were re-
inforced with Armed Police
Battalion and Riot Police, con-
tinued to guard every nook and
corner of the Secretariat; in-
cluding rooftops.

The Secretariat employees
are demanding change in office
hours and 30 percent dearness
allowance.

On Sunday last, a section of
the employees staged violent
demonstrations following ar-
rest of some of their leaders. But
since then. the emplovees
maintained a low protile, ex-
changing information and
cross-checking rumours about
disciplinary actions being
taken against their leaders.

So far, nine of their leaders
have been arrested, at least 40
EH]{EIID}'E*EE suspended and over
100 asked to show cause for

«their alleged involvement in

incidents last week during
which a minister's chamber
and offices of some officials
were ransacked. *

Only two gates of the Secre-
tariat remained open. one for
entry and the other for exit.

JS body to probe
irregularities in
Postal Deptt

The Parliamentary Stand-
ing Committee on Post and
Telecommunications Ministry
at a meeting yesterday formed a
three-member sub-committee
10 probe irregularities in the
Postal Department, reports
BSS.

Headed by Sharif Khashruz-
zaman. two other members of
the committee are Barkat Ullah
Bulu and Mohammad Sha-
habuddin.

Activities of the Postal De-
partment were also discussed in
the meeting.

Special emphasis was put on
expansion of mobile post offices

| and introduction of a separate

marketing department to
expand postal life insurance
SCIEInNEe.

The meeting was told that
steps were underway to intro-
duce world's best telephone
technology in the country.

The meeting, held at the
Sangsad Bhaban with commil-
tee Chairman Kamal Ahmed
Majumder in the chair, was ap-
prised of various aspects of lEE
tenders accepted to set up digital
telephone exchanges in 80
thanas of the cuuntgy.

Home, Post and Telecom-
munications Minister Mo-
hammad Nasim. Whip Mo-
hammad Mizanur Rahman
Manu, Barkat Ullah Bulu.
Sharif Khashruzzaman, Mo-
hammad Shabuddin and Advo-
cate Mohammad Nadim Mus-
tafa attended the meeting,

Post 'and telecommunica-
tions secretary and officials

concerned were present.

Panamanian ship crew
on strike at Ctg Port

From Nurul Alam

CHITTAGONG, Aug 8; A
Panamanian vessel could not
leave Chittagong Post yesterday
due to strike by its 22 Chinese
crew who were demanding
arrear wages, port official said.

The vessel MV Youngly.
owned by a Vietnamese Com-

any, was sold to a New York

ased firm at about seven lakh
dollars, harbour master Kam-
rul Islam said.

The vessel carrying clinkers
from Indonesia for a private
cement factory here arrived at
the port about one and a half
months ago.

The crew went on strike yes-
terday demanding their out-
stan ing wages just before the
ship's departure from Chit-
tagong port after unloading its
cargo.

“The sudden strike by the
crew not only made the voyage
of the ship uncertain, but also
kept our port jetty hostage"
harbour master said.

"Now it has become a prob-
lem for us as we can not allow
another clinker carrying for-
eign vessel to enter the same
_}etéy for unloading cargo," he
added.

The harbour master sum-
moned the captain and ship's
local agent for holding a meet-

Mystery shrouds
death of maid
in City

Mystery shrouded the death
of a maid in the city's Paribagh
area yesterday, police said, re-

ports BSS.
Rokhsana Islam; owner of

the house, informed Ramna po-

lice by telephone that her maid
Nasima, 12, committed suicide
by jumping from the rooftop of
her Paribagh residence at about
5 am, police said.

Bul, she could not give de-
tails about the alleged suicide.

Ramna police recovered the
body from behind the house
and sent it to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital [(DMCH] for
autopsy.

Nasima, a native from My-
mensingh, had been working in
the house for several months.

Roksana's husband Azharul
Islam is now:.living abroad, po-
lice sdid.

Police suspects that the maid
was murdered before being
thrown from the rooftop of the
three-storey building. She had
wounds and fracture in her
body what indicated torture,
they added.

Another teenage maid, who
was allegedly raped and thrown
[rom the rooftop of a Dhan-
imnondi house recently. is now
struggling for life at the Or-
Lthopaedic Hospital,

Ships collide at
Ctg: No major

damage

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Aug 8: The
two foreign cargo ships that col-
lided at the outer anchorage of
Chittagong Port yesterday es-
caped any major damage, port
sources said.

Porl officials said that a
Vietnamese ship MV Saigon
loaded with fertilizer raw mate-
rials while moving back to
outer anchorage collided with
another vessel MV Fortana,

"Though we call it a 'kissing
contact’ it left a minor scratch
on the body of MV Fortana."
they said.

Both the ships are now
staying at the outer anchorage,
port sources said. '

ing at his office today.

The captain did not attend
the meeting though the local
agent was present. the harbour
master said, adding that the
problem could not be sorted out:

He said that the ship was
scheduled to leave Chittagong
Port yesterday for scrapping at
Calcutta port.

But the deal was signed
without clearing outstanding
wages of the crew amounting to
about one lakh dollars; sources
in the shipping circle said. Such
a situation forced the Chinese
crew to go on strike to press
home their demand, shipping
circle added.

Port sources said the crew
had stopped work immediate
after the ship arrived at Chit-
tagong port last month de-
manding arrear wages.

They resumed work after the
owner made part payment.

Fourteen Indian crew have
arrived at Chittagong to replace
the Chinese, who were refusing
to leave without their outstand-
ing wages, agent sources said.

Probe body

From Page |
doctors. They understand noth-
ing about interrogation and
have no experience, For exam-
ple, you have to understand
criminal and civil negligence to
probe such incident.”

He went on, "Then the vicar:
ious and the product liabilities
have to be taken into count in
the investigation. It's not just a
question of forming a commit-
tee consisting of some senior
members and tell public that we
are probing the incident. They
are: trying to give us an eye-
wash."

Another critic suggested that
the probe body should ‘have
consisted of representatives
from human rights activist
group, Bangladesh Medical and
Dental Council, Bangladesh
Medical Association and medi-
colegal experts.

It is worth mentioning that
probe bﬂdf’ reports in the past;
for example in the case of ‘mis- -
taken' removal of the only func-
tioning kidney of Asma, 18, at
Dhaka Medial College Hospital
by gynaecologists were not
made public. Many more com-
mittees were formed by the
mirtistry but hone of their find-
ings were revealed.

When contacted last night,
Health Minister Salauddin
Yusul assured that as per sug-
gestion of The Daily Star, he
would try to include members
as suggested by the critics.

Asked if he would make the
probe body report publie, the
minister replied, "Only if we
think it is necessary. I cannot
say for sure il we will hold a
press conference or send press
notes.”

The investigation will bégin
today and the report is expected
to be submitted to the health
minister by Thursday:

Kosovo

From Page |

Additional DIG Waliur Rahman
on August 5 that the policemen
from Bangladesh in Kosovo
were being asked "to appear in
fresh tests and attempts were
being made on different pre-
texts to send them back home.”

Forty-nine policemen in-
cluding senior officials left
Dhaka on July 27 to join peace-
keeping mission in Kosova.

Both the officials of the
Foreign Ministry and the Home
Ministry decided to remain
tight lipped about the reported
return and said they have to
wait till they hear from the
Bangladesh mission in New
York.

SHIFTING OF OFFICE

This is information for all concerned

that the office of Bangladesh
Arsenic Mitigation Water

Supply Project BAMWSP has

been shifted as follows
OLD ADDAESS

Ali Sarak

PRESENT ADDRESS

New DOHS
House # 450, Road # 21
Mahakhali; Dhaka-1212

saplin‘gs' can be planted in 5 days, imagine
what can be achieved over the years.

Thanks to the overwhelming response to our afforestation programme; 100,000 saplings were planted in a span of just five days. This is just the kind
of respotise that Bangladesh needs to revive its depleted natural forests: But remember, just planting them will not do, it’s upto vou to protect; nurture
and care for them. And then watch them grow. Let us come together in this venture and continue to spread the message of 4 greener Bangladesh.

BRITISH AMERICAN
TOBACCO
BANGLADESH

.........

100000

e

Published by the Editor from City
Fax No: 88-02-863035, GPO Box No:

v

“Grey BAT/CORA 2.99

Editor:l’alah_i:uzAnam

Publishing House Ltd., 90 Kakrail, Dhaka-1000 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd., 52 Motijheel C.A., Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices: House No: 1
4257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA, Internet edition address: http://www.dailystarnews.com and Email address: dstar@bangla.net

1, Road No: 3, Dhanmandi R/A, Dhaka-1205. PABX: 866772-4, Commercial: 866771,



