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Three killed as
Maoist rebels
storm Indian
police station

NEW DELHI, Aug 8: Three
Maoist guerillas were shol dead
when the rebels tried to sieze a
police station in the central In-
dian state of Madhya Pradesh,
the Press Trust of India said
Sunday, reports AFP,

The news agency said the po-
lice and the guerillas exchanged
fire when some 50 heavily-
armed Maoists attacked the sta-
tion late Saturday in the state's
Churia village with plans to rob
the armoury.

The raid is the first of its
kind in Madhya Pradesh by the
leftwing insurgents, who are
mainly active in three eastern
and one southern Indian state.

The Maoists have been cam-
paigning for decades against the
exploitation of aJJuur Jandless
farmers by feudal landlords.

Pinochet may
face prosecution
1n Britain

LONDON, Aug 8: Former
Chilean dictator Augusto
Pinochet could face prosecution
in Britain if Spain drops its re-
quest to extradite him, the
British Crown Prosecution Ser-
vice said today, reports AFP.

Amid speculation that Spain
may abandon its bid to extra-
dite him to face allegations of
torture and murder, British
prosecution officials confirmed
Pinochet, 83, could face charges
in Britain.

The human rights fruup
Amnesty International has
lodged a formal complaint
against the retired general with
the London Metropolitan Police
chief Paul Condon, and there
are also outstanding extradi-
tion requests from France and
Switzerland.

A spokeswoman for the CPS
said: "As with any investigation
the police would have to look
into the complaint and present
us with a file.

"We would then have to de-
cide whether there was suffi-
cient evidence for a prosecu-
tion.”

The spokeswoman said the
UN Convention against Torture
meant Pinochet could face
charges in Britain for alleged
crimes cominitted abroad.

Pinochet, 83, was arrested in
London last October on a war-
rant from Spanish investigat-
ing magistrate Baltasar Garzon,
who wants him extradited to
Spain to face charges of human
n'ghts abuses during his 1973-
1990 dictatorship in the South
American country.

Last month Chilean gov-
ernment sought an "amicable

arrangement” with the Madrid

government to annul the Span-
ish extradition application re-
quest.,

18 die in' Cape ~

-Verde air crash

PRAIA, Aug 8: Eighteen peo-
ple were killed Saturday when
their airplane crashed on Sao
Vicente island in the Cape Verde
archipelago off Senegal, offi-
cials sources said, reports AFP.
It was the worse air disaster

in the country's history.

Dead were two Austrian
tourists and 16 Cape Verde citi-
zens, including two crew mem-
bers. Three of the dead were
children, but identities were not
immediately available.

The Dornier aircraft, oper-
ated by Cape Verde's coast
guard, crashed in mountainous
terrain-as it tried to land after
failing to touch down on neigh-
bouring Santo Antao island.

Airport sources blamed the

i disaster on bad weather at

Santo Antao, forcing the pilots
to change course.

Initial reports had given the
number of dead as 19, and iden-
tified Santo Antao as the crash
site.

The coast-guard Dornier was
being flown in place of a civil-
ian passenger aircraft that was
taken out of service for repairs.

A search party was set out to
reach the e, which came
down in particularly inacces-
sible terrain, '

Kabbah appeals
for aid to
hostage captors

FREETOWN, Sierra Leone,
Auﬁ 8: President Ahmed Tejan
Kabbah, explaining that his
country has n hobbled by a
recently-ended civil war, urged
international groups to meet
the demands of rebel-allied sol-
diers now holding about 30
hostages, reports AP,

Kabbah told journalists that
furei%n relief organisations
should review policies of refus-
ing assistance to armed groups
‘in this exceptional case.”

The rebels holding the
hostages are not party to a July
7 peace agreement that for-
mally ended eight years of civil
war which killed tens of thou-
sands and maimed many more,
according to UN officials.

Kabbah eon_ Saturday, 'said
Sierra Leone doesn't have the
resources to help the rebels or
their allies — the soldiers who
remain lu¥ﬂ to Sierra Leone's
ousted military junta.

"This incident is a clear re-
flection of the need for interna-
tional assistance to Sierra
Leone ... since the reason stated
for the abduction is the inabil-
ity of the government to provide
food and other relief materials,"
Kabbah said.

But an official with a major
ald agency insisted that donors
were determined not to aid any
combatants.

This comes despite the kid-
nappers' demands for food and
other aid as a key condition for
the release of the UN employees,
aid workers, West African in-
tervention force soldiers and
journalists who were kid-
napped Wednesday in the Okra
Hills, outside Freetown.

Pakistan proposes meeting
with India at UN

Vajpayee rules out dialogue

NEW DELHI, Aug 8: Pakistan
on Sunday called for a meeting
with Indian leaders during next
month's UN General Assembly
session to resume peace talks
fractured by the conflict in
Kashmir, reports AFP.

Pakistan's High Commis-
sioner to India Ashraf Jehangir

azi told the Press Trust of In-

ia that stalled talks between
the two rivals should resume as
early as possible and not be
held "hostage’ to the campaign
for the September-October gen-
eral elections in India.

The call came as Indian
Prime Minister Atal Behari Va-
jpayee on Sunday squarely
ruled out a dialogue with Pak-
istan saying it will have to first
stop backing Muslim sepa-
ratism in the Himalayan state
of Kashmir.

Qazi argucd that "pre-condi-
tions set by New Delhi weuld
only impede the process of
normalisation of relations.”

He also denied Indian
charges that Pakistan army
regulars backed Islamic gueril-

las who intruded into the In-
dian zone of Kashmir, sparking
off the conflict which left more
than 1.000 dead on both sides.

"At no stage Pakistan ever
conceded India's assumption
that Pakistani regular forces
were across the Line of Control
[LoC)," the diplomat said of the
27-year-old line that divides
Kashmir.

Qazi also rejected sugges-
tions that the lg'akistani army
acted without Islamabad's ap-
proval during the conflict.
which began on May 9.

Qazi said there should be no
pre-conditions for the resump-
tion of peace talks between the
two mneighbours who have
fought three wars since 1947.

Vajpayee told his first rally
here ahead of next month's elec-
tions that Pakistan was re-
sponsible for a dramatic rise in
Islamic militancy in Kashmir
following the recent military
conflict in the region.

"Now they (Pakistan) are try-
ing to create problems all over
Kashmir by boosting terror-

ism." the Hindu nationalist
leader told a 7,000-strong rally
dat a sports stadium.

“That is an extension of all
they (Pakistan) did in Kargil,"
he said, referring to the Kash-
mir battle zone where Indian
troops fnu%ht hundreds of Mus-

lim guerilla intruders and al-
leged Pakistani soldiers in
May-July.

Nearly 80 people, including
Muslim militants, civilians
and Indian security forces, have
died this month in a sudden up-
surge in militancy in Kashmir,
Two Indian army camps have
been attacked since Friday and
an Indian colonel was shot dead
Saturday.

"With violence and deaths
there can be no dialogue,” Vaj-
payee said. "We should create an
atmosphere for a dialogue. It
has to be meaningful. not just to
prove a point.”

The prime minister, in an
apparent reference to the United
States which is pressing for
early India-Pakistan talks,
said New Delhi will not talk to

International

Islamabad under pressure.

"Nobody in the world can,
force us to go for a dialogue after
keeping a gun to our head. This
the whole world knows," he said
to wild cheers from the almost
wholly male supporters.

India waged a fierce twn-l
month mili campaign unti
last month mﬁct hun%ir;eds of
heavily-armed Pakistan-
backed Muslim guerillas who
had occupied key hills in Indian
Kashmir.

The fighting left more than
1.000 combatants dead on both
sides, including 400 Indian
soldiers. and almost sparked a
fourth war between India and
Pakistan.

Vajpayee denied the Islamic
intruders withdrew from Indian
Kashmir only due to pressure
from Washington, saying the
Indian military exploits played
the key role,

“There is no doubt there was
international pressure (on Pak-
istan) to vacate,” he said. "But
wotuild they have left if they had
been winning the war?"
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Militants step up attacks on
security camps in Kashmir

SRINAGAR, India. Aug 8:
Armed Muslim guerillas re-
newed their attacks on Indian
military and police camps in
Kashmir killing at least two
and injuring seven police and
soldiers, officfal said here Sun-
day, reports AFP,

They reﬁsorted a total of four
such attacks on Saturday night
and said the raids were spread
across the Indian zone of the
divided Himalayan state,

A soldier died and six others
were injured when militants

! fired three rockets on a mili-

tary camp at Trigham in Kup-
wara district, which borders
Pakistan. An army barrack was
destroyed in the attack.

Indian troops., stunned b
the barrage, later cordoned uﬁ'
the area and began a massive
search in a nearby wood for the
attackers.

The attack came hotrs after
guerillas shot dead an Indian
army colonel as he came out of
his home in Kupwara.

The guerrillas also fired
three rockets overnight at a
fortified police station in the
town of Chadora, 20 kilometres

from Srinagar but there were no
casualties. .

A constable was injured in a
third such attack on a police
camp in the southern Kashmir
district of Poonch. officials
said, adding that another police
post was riddled by bullets in
the adjacent district of Rajouri.

Home Minister Lal Krishna
Advani, meanwhile, blamed the
attacks on Pakistan and said
Islamabad was reviving a
‘proxy war" after suffering a

efeat during a recent milit
conflict in Kashmir's I{Ei.rﬂglar
sector,

"It is a serious matter ..." he
told a political rally in the
western Indian city of Pune,

On Friday, heavily-armed
militants stormed an arm
camp in Ku . the first sucg
raid in Kashmir, and killed five
soldiers. Six of the raiders were
Killed in the ensuing gun battle.

Nearly 80 militants. security
Egsnnnel and civilians have

n killed in a dramatic rise in
violence in picturesque Kash-
mir this month.

The violence comes ahead of
India’s independence day on
August 15 -- an annual event
that Moslem separatists cam-
paigning to end Indian rule in
Kashmir have previously tried

to sabotage.

Indian forces have also si-
multaneously stepped up cor-
don-and-search operations in
Kashmir for militants and
arms. ;

Police and paramilitary
forces daily search residential
and commercial areas near
Srinagar's Bakshi stadium
where Indian independence cel-
ebrations are held.

It has been rocketed by mili-
tants ev&lgrﬂugust 15 from 1991
until 1996. A bomb blast during
a Republic Day parade in Jan-
uary 1996 in Kashir's Jammu
city killed three people.

The celebrations, however,

passed off peacefully the last
two vears,

Search operations are also a
daily feature at Lal Chowk, the
business hub of Srinagar where
12 suspected militants were de-
tained in the last one week.

In' past days hundreds of
male residents have been or-
dered out of their homes in Sri-
nagar and paraded before
masked men-- former militants
who now work for the army,

Police officials say they ex-
pect violence on August 15.
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Indonesian presidential hopeful M
granddaughter, Pinkga, enclosed in a bird ca
her residence in Jakarta yesterday. Traditio
the age of seven months and given to pick from various items
child’'s future voecation. Pink

bill.

10 Tamﬂ mlﬁls ld]].ed.: Government ft}rl'.‘:EE‘;

have shot dead at least 10 Tamil Tiger guerillas in fresh fi

ghting

in northern Sri Lanka, the defence ministry here said Sunday,

AFP reports from Colombo.

Nine members of the separatist Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) were killed by troops in four different clashes in

. the region of Wanni on Saturday, the ministry here said in a
statement. It said a 10th rebel was killed by the army in the

northern lperu‘nsl.ll.za. of Jafina on the same day. The ministry
overnment soldiers

not say i

the latest c%ashes.

did
suffered any casualties during

BI.IS Bl‘ash lﬂ-].ls 18 iIl Zﬂlllbia: Eighteen

]%;:ﬂple died on the spot in a weekend road accident in central
mbia when a bus rammed into a parked truck, state radio re-
ported Sunday, reports AFP from Lusaka.

~_Scores of others were injured, 23 of them seriously, in the ac-
cident at Luanshimba in Mkushi district, about 300 kilometres
north of the capital Lusaka. Provincial police chief Francis
Musonda said 17 passengers on the bus were killed along with
the driver of the Mercedes Benz truck.

Journalist found dead in Aceh: an .

donesian journalist has been found hacked to death in the latest
incident of violence in troubled Aceh province, a report said
Sunday, AFP reports from Jakarta.

The body of Supriadi, 34, a writer for Medan Pos, a newspa-

per based in nei

boring North Sumatra

province, was found

Thursday in Buki Hagl:.l village in North Aceh district. His head
t

was almost severed,

e Kompas daily said. The victim's wife,

Poniyem, was quoted by Kompas as saying Supriadi was picked

up by two unidentifie
since,

SEOUL, Aug 8: For centuries,
Roreans called it "The Water
Demon" — dark brown floodwa-
ter that swallowed everything
in its way: cows, pigs, homes,
rice paddies and often human
lives, reports AP.

In the aftermath of floods
that swamped villages, high-
ways and huge tracts of farm-
land last week, Koreans again
learned how devilish nature
can be,

Low-lying tocwus norlh ol
Seoul, the South Korean capital,
looked like huge garbage dumps
on Saturday. Streets were
clotted with broken furniture
that residents had rescued from
their sodden homes, and
crumpled cars lay overturned.

Military trucks zigzagged
through the wreckage, carrying
carcasses of dead animals and
kicking up dust — a new health
hazard. Soldiers near the heav-
ily fortified border with North
Korea combed the churned
earth in search of mines that
had been swept away.

Across Asia, people were
struggling to clean up from sev-
eral weeks of devastating floods
caused by heavy rains and
storms. In the past week, floods
have killed more than 950 peo-
ple and left millions homeless.

Weather forecasters said
seasonal monsoon rains are
likely to continue for much of

men on Monday and

ad not returned

this month in Southeast Asia,
raising fears in the region's
many countries of further
flooding.

Many of the victims were the
same poor people who lost their
jobs in the financial crisis that
hit many Asian economies two

years ago.

'l virtually lost everything
durin%a flood in 1996. I have
since bought new furniture, a
new TV set and put a new roof
ofLiny Louse. ihis week, it's all
gone again,’ said Kim Eui-sop,
54, a bookstore owner in South
Korea's Paju town, near the
border with North Korea.

Business is not as it used to
be, | wonder how I am going to
rebuild my home this time.,”
Kim said.

In South Korea, the floodwa-
ters that killed at least 44 and
left 20 missing had all but gone
on Saturdaig, As the summer
sun shone for a third straight
day, long lines of soldiers in
green or red shirts marched
into stricken wvillages with
shovels in hand.

Children ran after military

jeeps that raced through the
countryside spewing a white
spray designed to kill bacteria.
"We have a thick layer of
dust everywhere. There must be
a lot of germs in there.” army
Capt. Choi Chil-hyun said,

egawatl Sukarnoputri (L) looks at her seven-month-old
ge during a traditional Javanese ceremony at
nally, Javanese babies are put inside cages at

on display to predict the

ga chose a stethoscope, a gold necklace and a hundred dollar

—AFP photo

PKK rebels
attack dam

in Turkey

ANKARA. Aug 8; Rebels from
the Kurdistan Workers' Party
(PKK) attacked a dam being
built in Mus province, eastern
Turkey, setting fire to construc-
tion machinery, the Anatolia
news agency reported Sunday,
reports AFP.

The rebels disarmed two
guards from the local pro-gov-
ernment Kurdish militia during
the raid overnight Friday:.

They set fire to two diggers
on the construction site for the
Alparslan dam in Bulanik dis-
trict before fleeing,

It was the second time the
dam had been a target for attack
by Kurdish rebels. On July 28,
‘they opened fire on a military
vehicle patrolling the site,
killing one soldier and wound-
ing seven others.

The armed wing of the PKK
frequently carries out attacks
on state-backed construction
sites, particularly in southeast-
ern Anatolia, the main battle-
ground for the Kurdish sepa-
ratist armed struggle.,

The group has been wagin
an armed campaign for Kurdis
self-rule in southeastern
Turkey since 1984, More than
31,000 people have died in the

I conflict.

i

Yangon quiet on anniversary
: of bloody uprising

YANGON. Aug 8: The streets
of the Myanmar capital were
quiet on Sunday, the 11th an-
niversary of a bloody student
uprising, despite calls by exiled
dissidents for civil protests, re-
ports AFP.

Residents in Yangon said
night-time security had been
stepped up over the week, but
there were no apparent signs of
unusual aectivity or increased
security during the day.

‘1 haven't seen anything
other than the normal police
and military presence outside
the NLD's headquarters or Aung
San Suu Kyi's compound,” one
observer said.

Sunday marked the anniver-
sary of an uprising in the mili-
talguruled country on August 8,
1988, or 8/8/88, in which hun-
dreds of democracy demonstra-
lors were gunned down and a
junta took power from military
dictator Ne Win.

Myanmar pro-democracy
opposition leader Aung San Suu
Kyi. who heads the National
League for Democracy (NLD],
called for reconciliation on the
eve of the anniversary, saying
soldiers need not fear retribu-
tion from a civilian govern-

ment.

She urged the rulin Army
and the people "to work Eand in
hand to achieve democracy,
where the people govern the
country."

“There is no question that
the people’s government will
honour the role of the Tat-
madaw (military)," said a tran-
script of the message dis-
tributed by the Alternative

Asean Network on Burma
(ALTSEAN).

ALTSEAN is a Southeast
Asian network of academics,
non-governmental organisa-
tions and dissidents. Burma is
the former name for Myanmar,

The NLD under Aung San
Suu Kyi won an easy victory in
1990 elections but the military
refuses to recognise the result
and keeps the Nobel peace lau-
reate under constant military

surveillance at her Yangon
home,

Exiled students and monks

in the capital of neighbouring:

Thailand Sunday marked the
anniversary with a noisy but
peaceful demonstration outside
their embassy,

About Igﬂ students and

monks gathered in front of the
Myanmar embassy, carrying
banners calling for democracy
and the release of all political
prisoners,

A statement issued by the
Burmese Students Association
railed against the Association
of Southeast Asian Nations
(ASEAN) for its "constructive
engagement” policy toward the
jurnta.

The statement said human
rights violations were worse
than ever despite the policy.

‘It proves that the AgEﬁLN
policy is wrong and has lost
touch with the Burmese people's
real needs;” it said,

The statement said that
ASEAN, which Myanmar
joined in 1997, ignored the
people’'s "anti-military dicta-
torship struggle, [and) continu-
ous calls for democracy and
human rights.”

“The [ASEAN] policy encour-
ages the junta to commit more
human rights abuses.” it said.

The Thailand-based All
Burma Students' Democratic
Front earlier issued a statement
warning conditions in Myan-
mar were worsening and ripe
for another uprising.

Palestinians demand -

progress before
Aratat-Barak meeting

RAMALLAH, West Bank, Aug
8: Palestinian leader Yasser
Arafat is not prepared to hold
another meeting with new Is-
raeli' Prime Minister Ehud
Barak unless he comes up with
concrete proposals to end the
mounting deadlock in negotia-
tions, aides said Sunday, re-
ports AFP.

“A meeting must bring about
concrete results -- we are not
prepared to take part in the sort
of public relations exercise
which (Barak's right-wing pre-
decessor] Benjamin Netanyahu
loved to conduct,” minister
without portfolio Ziad Abu Ziad
told Palestinian radjo.

After their last meeting, on
July 27, the two leaders indi-
cated they would meet again
soon but fixed no date or venue.

Israeli officials said they
were continuing contacts with
the Palestinians to try to set up
a meeting. "We are continuing
our contacts with the Pales-
tinian Authority but so far no
date has been set for a new
meeting.” said a spokesman for
the prime minister's office.

Since their last meeting, the
new Israeli government's rela-

tions with the Palestinians
have been strained by Barak's
plans to further delay imple-
mentation of the long-overdue
Wye River agreement.

“The new Israeli govern-
ment's request for a delay has
contributed to a return to mis-
trust between the two sides,”
Abu Ziad said.

Barak, who took office on
July 6, wants to further delay
two pullbacks from a further 11
per cent of the West Bank which
were pledged under the agree-
ment brokered by US President
Bill Clinton last October.

He wants to start one pledged
pullback in October -- 10
months later than scheduled --
and he wants to put off the sec-
ond until a framework agree-
ment has been reached for so-
called final status talks on a
permanent settlement.

At their last meeting he per-
suaded Arafat to reluctantly
agree to take two weeks to con-
sider his proposals, but the
Palestinians suspended the
talks with Israeli negotiators
after just two meetings and the
two weeks run out on Wednes-
day:.

Experts said the flooding in
Asia was worsened by decades
of reckless exploitation of
forests. which usually help pre-
vent floods by slowing down the
flow of rainwater into streams.

Areas north of Seoul had
lost most of their forestland in
the 1970s and 1980s, when a
booming South Korea built a
mass of apartment blocks and
resort parks around its
sprawling metropolitan capital.

But South Korea's econiony,
like those of its Asian neigh-
bors, collapsed suddenly in late
1997 and is still struggling to
recover,

"During these difficult times,
not everyone can afford fixing
the house or buying new furni-
ture and appliances,” said
Karaket Wongsajjananth, 22,
whose family in Chanthaburi
l::rnvincc of eastern Thailand
ost most of its belongings to
the deluge.

Her family's livelihood.
dealing rubies, had already

been hurt by the economic cri- -

sis. Now, the situation is worse
— the ‘marketplace where pre-
cious gems were traded was
wrecked by the flood; it will
take weeks to renovate.

'l don't have any shoes left.
They have gone with the water,"
Karaket said.

She said the government has
offered to give up to dirs 945 to

Millions struggle for survival as
flood-waters recede across Asia

each family victimized by the
flood,

But it remains to be seen
whether families from other
llood-ravaged countries will re-
ceive adequate relief.

In the Cambodian town of
Kampot, where four children
drowned in midweek flooding,
waters on Saturday had fallen
back to knee-hi level and
children splashed through the
streets, using plastic wash
basins as boats.

Pigs. dogs and cows waded
around local government build-
ings, which were empty because
of a power cut earlier in the
week.

In the Philippines; the death
toll had reached 110, Forty died
when a landslide hit a hillside
housing estate. Dozens were
missing.

China said 725 people have
died from flooding since June,
many of them along the Yagtze
River. The toll, however, was
considerably less than last year
in China, when the worst flood-
h}g in 44 years killed 4,150 peo
pie. :

- In Vietnam, flooding in four
provinces last week killed 37
ple and caused nearly dirs

0 million of damage.

In Thalland, flooding has
claimed six lives and left at
least 1,000 people homeless.
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. - Israel lifts
-~ “closure on
Hebron

HEBRON, West Bank, Aug 8:

The Israeli army an-
nounced on Sunday that it was
lifting the closure imposed on
this tlashpoint West Bank town
alter the shooting of two Jewish
setllers, reports AFP.

The army said it was also
lifting the curfew imposed on
the Israeli-controlled part of
the city where the attack took
place.

Gunmen shot and wounded
the two settlers late Tuesday in
the first attack in the Pales-
tinian territories since the new
Israeli government of Prime
Minister Ehud Barak came to
power last month.

On Saturday, the armed wing
of the biggest Palestinian oppo-
sitlon group, Hamas, claimed
resc}:oonsihilit}; for the shooting
and wamed it would launch fur-
ther attacks.

Most of this city of 150,000
people passed under Palestinian
control in 1997, but Israel re-
tained control over the city cen-
tre where around 400 hardline
settlers live in enclaves along-
side some 20,000 Palestinians.

Hamas claims
responsibility
for shooting
in Hebron

GAZA CITY, Gaza Strip, Aug
8: The militant Islamic group
Hamas on Saturday took re-
sponsibility for a shooting at-
tack on Jewish settlers in the
West Bank City of Hebron. ac-
cording to a fax claiming to be
from the organisation, reports
AP. >

A spokesman for the politi-

.cal wing of Hamas, Mahmoud

Zahar, said he could not au-
thenticate the statement bhe-
cause the group's military wing,
lzzedine Al Qassam, works sep-
aralely from the political wing.

The one-page fax was shorter
than Izzedine Al Qassam's usual
statements and did not carry its
official stamp bearing two rifles
it of
israel and the Palestiiuar: -ar-
eas.

The. statement sent to the
Associated Press office in Gaza
Saturday said that "one of our
fighter groups in Hebron ... at-
tacked a vehicle of settlers’ on
Tuesday, Aug 3rd. Two settlers
were lightly injured, one of
wh?:m lost two fingers in the at-
tack.

Israeli news organisations
sald they received similar
leaflets also claiming responsi-
bility for unspecified addi-
tional attacks in the West Bank
settlement bloc of Gush Etzion
and the West Bank town of
Jenin.

In the statement, Hamas
vowed to continue its armed
stnlgElc against Israel despite a
vow by Yasser Arafat's Pales-
tinian Authority to help Israel
prevent terrorist attacks.
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Exiled Myanmar students and activists hold a banner com-
memorating the 11th anniversary of the first junta crack-
down on the pro-democracy movement in Myanmar. Some
150 protesters demonstrated in front of the Myanmar em-

bassy in Bangkok vesterday.

—AFP photo

_Anti-Taliban forces
recapture towns

KABUL, Aug 8: Afghan oppo-
sition forces have recaptured
several strategic northern
towns, an umeaitinn
spokesinan said Sunday, as the
ruling Taliban militia appeared
to be shoring up defences in the
capital Kabul, reports AFP,

Spokesman Mohammad
Aref said forces loyal to opposi-
tion commander Ahmad Shah
Masood regained Dasht-i-Archi
and Imam Saheb districts in
the northern province of Kun-
duz and the port town of Sher
Khian Bandar on ihe honoder
with Tajikistan.

Aref, speaking by satellite
telephone from Masood's Pan-
jsher Valley stronghold. told
AFP ulﬂmsitinn fighters also
repulsed a heavy attack by the
Taliban on areas around Talo-
gan, in the northern province
of Takhar.

“The fighting was very heavy
and the attack was backed by
Taliban jets, but they failed to
have any gains," Aref said,
adding the clashes had sub-
sided.

"First we captured Dasht-i-
Archi, then Imam Saheb and
Sher Khan Bandar after heavy
fighting on Saturday.”

Sher Khan Bandar is located
on the Aighan side of the Amu
Darya or Oxus River which
forms the border between
Afghanistan and Tajikistan. It
faces Termez port in the former

k*Snvi_ et republic.

Aref also said pro-Masood
soldiers also retook several
strate%:i'c heights they had lost
to Taliban troops in the Ghor-
band valley.

And he added that Taliban
jets on Sunday carried out eight
sorties on residerntial areas of
Charikar and Gulbahar.

The three strategic locations
were earlier seized by the Tal-
iban in a major offensive that
briefly dismantled Masood's
frontlines north of Kabul with
the fall of several towns in the
nearby provinces of Parwan
and Kapisa.

However, the opposition
launched a surprise counter-
attack earlier this week drivin
the Taliban back to Kabul wi
heavy losses.

Opposition sources said be-
tween 800 and 1,000 Taliban
fighters were killed in the
counter offensive.

While the opposition has de-
clined to release its own casu-
alty figures. independent
sources have said the number of
dead and wounded for both
sides in 11 days of fighting was
close to 4,000. :

Meanwhile in Kabul, reports
said the militia was bolstering
the city's defences.

Hundreds of well-armed Tal-
iban were seen cruising the
streets in jeeps while the au-
thorities erected special check
points to search for illegal
arms.



