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An Arranged Game?

The Home Ministry's operations to mop up out-
laws and terrorists have been featured by 'raids' on
their 'dens' and their surrender induced by an
amnesty offer that contained a promise for their
rehabilitation. In the case of Khulna the picture is
highly confusing sending quite a few wrong signals
across. Out of 496 who surrendered before the gov-
ernment 372 have so far been set on bail from
Noornagar sub-jail, apparently in pursuit of the
amnesty offer. Ideally, amnesty would have meant
instant release on satisfaction of a good conduct
undertaking given by those who responded to the
call. But that could not simply be the approach in
the present context because most of the outlaws
and terrorists who have turned themselves in are
FIR-named accused in murder, rape, robbery and
arms cases. The primary motive behind their
surrender must have been to get their criminal
records white-washed and rehabilitation could
very well have been their secondary agenda. For
the time being we are concentrating on them
leaving out the oft-repeated public apprehensions
that many a hardened criminal remains at lal;ge:
completely untouched by the 'combing operation
| of the home ministry,

There can be two assumptions in dealing with
the surrendered outlaws and terrorists. First, the
government can ill-afford their outright release
without making sure that they are not wanted in
any serious criminal cases. So, the legal implica-
tions will have to be weighed up very carefully
there. Secondly, what ought to be no less important
is the fact that while the government may be pre-
pared to give them a reprieve the victims of their
crimes are not expected to be so. .

In practice, however, what the home ministry
seems to have done is that they have had the police
arrest them under section 54 thereby rendering
them bailable while, in point of fact, their crimi-
nal records of murder, rape, robbery and dacoity
have been skirted. This apparently induced amne-
sia over their criminal antecedents has been re-
garded as a 'violation of the criminal penal code' by
a lawyer, but the make-believe arrest under section
54 could not have actually erased their substantive
criminal records.

Some top terrorists however, while confiding in
our reporter who did the story on the subject, said,
"Police might arrest us again in case of our refusal
to act as hired goons of the ruling party when
called for." Such observations might create an im-
pression in the public mind that the surrender was
not a spontaneous act, it was more of a simulated
thing. |

JU's Late Realisation

The tempestuo 1s atmosphere prevailing at the
JU campus for quite some days now and the agita-
tions by the general students against the ruling
party student wing miscreants, forced the univer-
sity authorities to call for an emergency meeting of
the Syndicate on Saturday. The Syndicate in a U-
turn from their previous position decided to file
criminal cases against four Student League leaders
accused of havigg raped;some;won den
the campus nearly a year ago. The Syndicate also

decided to ask the law-enforcement agenciestq ar-

rest the 13 charge-sheeted accused in the Ananda
murder case, the BCL leader who was killed in an
intra-party shoot-out almost 19 months ago.
/ Why has the Syndicate taken such a long time to
take these decisions? This is a very pertinent ques-
tion raised by leaders of the General Students'
Unity (GSU) and t 1is paper will also like to ask the
same question. The answer to this question sup-
posed to have been given by some Syndicate mem-
bers sounds ridiculous. The general feeling is that
these belated actions give a lie to the university au-
thorities' original plea that criminal proceedings
could not be initiated against the rapist students
because the victims might not volunteer informa-
tion for fear of sccial stigma. A section of the ad-
ministration ha i definitely shown their weak-
nesses for a particular gang of rapists, some of
whom were even specially allowed to sit for examn-
inations despite expulsion orders having been is-
sued against them.

Added to this serious problem is the surfacing of
the construction contract which the JU authorifies
are now trying to award to the Army to save their
skin. Insiders believe that the JU authorities have,
only under the pressure of circumstances, reacted
to the manipulation of the tender bids by a particu-
lar group u? ruling party student organisation. All
these factors have made the situation at this pre-
mier educational institution untenable taxing on
the patience of the innocent general students and
non-partisan teachers. We hope the authorities
will move quickly and firmly to bring normalcy to
the academic atmosphere in. this university.

Avoidable Tragedy

Whether occe sioned by political feuds or road
accidents, unnatural deaths of students in our
country more oiten than not lead to predictable
consequences — road blockades and destructive
demonstrations perpetrated by class fellows of the
victims. The rampage enacted by the Mirpur
Bangla College students at the premature death of a
sophomore unc r the wheels of a BRTC bus was,
therefore, har y surprising. Sincere their be-
reavement musc have been and justifiable their
anger; however, the means they adopted to venti-
late their emotions is, under no circumstances.
condonable or acceptable. That their mindless act
could have accounted for serious in ury, even
death, doesn't : 2em to have bothered them at all.
Irrational and ¢ »plorable that their actions were
we cannot igno  the message they tried to send
across: authoritics should do something so that a
similar tragedy does not occur in future.

Circumstances that led to the death of Nuruzza-
man Khan Jewel are sadly familiar. On more than
one occasion in the past, passengers ng to get
into moving buses have ended up under the wheels.
Despite having designated stops, drivers of the
city-centred bus services in general have a ten-
denc:¥ to_pull over wherever they deem convenient
and the passengers, more or less, pander to their
whims, thereby v-orking in tandem to violate ex-
tant traffic rules. On the other hand, the law en-
forcement personnel, for reasons best known to
them, turn a blind to such irregularities. Such im-
proper actions often result in traffic congestion,
even fatal accidents.

In our view, Nuruzzaman's death
temic failure. We are’sure that t
against ‘convenient

ints at a sys-
ere are rules
stop-overs’; however, these are
frequently violated and seldom enforced. We would
urge the authorities to shore
wing and make sure the drivers of the passenger
bus services go by the book, espe:c:iall{htl'ley should
be made more cautious while plying their vehicles
near the education institutions.
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in Kashmir, China

ostensibly adopted a
neutral posture vis-a-vis her
two South Asian neighbours.
India and Pakistan. As the war
was raging in Karﬁil the foreign
ministers of the warring
counties rushed almost back to
back for enlisting the su%purt of
Beijing where they were handed
an evenhanded treatment and
advised to resolve the issue
peacefully through dialogue,
This was in spite of the fact that
China's already estranged
relations with India suffered a
fresh setback in the wake of
Pokhran Il only a year ago and
Pakistan had been her time-
tested ally. Hoping for firmer
support from her trusted friend,
Fakistan's prime minister
himself dashed to China but cut
short has trip presumably after
the Chinese assurances for
support fell short of his expec-
tations. This is not the first
time that China backed out
from extending critical support
to Pakistan at her most critical
time. During both the wars in
1965 and 1971 when Pakistan
desperately expected China's
physical intervention in the
confliet — much to her disap-
pointment China did every-
thing short of her physically
joining the fray.

This posture seemed to have
come into sharper focus in the
background of China's emerg-
ing role in a post-cold war
world where, as expected by the
global community, she wanted
Lo project more responsible cre-
dential of her. Since the early
nineties, in a major readjust-
ment in her foreign policy
thrust China as a recognised
great power has apparently
changed her areas of priorities.
Except for the areas of her most
vital interests like the Pacific
where she would be prepared to
take calculated risks. she
wanled to play a non-partisan
role elsewhere particularly on

DURING the recent conflict
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¢ 6 ISSILE tension" in
Asia has, of late,
cquired a new di-

mension with China testing a
long-range surface-to-surface
missile within its border. It will
not be an exaggeration to say
that it has introduced elements
of danger in many Asian coun-
tries particularly in the South.
China's latest attempt at un-
derlining its nuclear ability has
engendered concern among
Asian as well as western coun-
tries. The missile, named Dong
Feng-31 or DF-31, tested late
last month is estimated to be
capable of carrying a 700-kilo-
gram nuclear warhead over a
range of 8.000 Kilometres,
meaning thereby even if based
in the Chinese territory it can

hit targets not only in Indja but _
also”in, the 'uaﬂ?:-‘;l Efaihf:%?litr:d #
Slales, Europe and Australia.

NATQy f{or obvious reasons,

WﬂWE,thE..ﬂﬂ.?ﬂlﬂp.mﬂﬂt with a

mixture of alarm and interest.
Beijing already possesses in-
termediate range missiles
(IRBMs} to threaten Japan,
Southeast Asia and the Russian
far east. Taiwan being only a
hundred miles away is the most
vulnerable to short to medium
range missiles exercised during
the Taiwan Strait crisis in
1996.

The news of the latest mis-
sile-testing by China was an-
nounced by a single-sentence
statement by the national news

ency xinhua, The very timing
of the testing when tensions

China's South Asia Policy

Jiang Zemin's even handed dispensation towards India and Pakistan does rot affect the

friendship between Beijing and Islamabad. Pakistan contin
Kashmir with India as well as in

react to this.

ues to raise the thorny issue of
international fora and China having made its point does not

regional issues. Henceforth her
ritualistic support to Pakistan
on issues like Kashmir became
less frequent and instead, she
now resorted to the advocacy of
good neighbourliness among
the countries of South Asia.
During his official South Asian
tour in 1996 Jiang Zemin, the
Chinese president, while in
Pakistan, laid out China's pol-
icy towards South Asia. In that
he treated South Asia as a sin-
gle unit and showed no 'tilt' to-
wards China's close friend of
four decades. The starkly told
his Pakistani hosts that they
should set aside the dispute
with India to promote coopera-
lion.

What does it mean? Is there a
fundamental shift in China's
triangular relationship be-
tween herself, India and other
South Asian countries? Has an
overwhelming factor — that of
Pakistan — in that relationship
ceased to function? Is China no
more a countervailing power in
South Asia as was thought so
long? Not long ago China pur-
sued an independent set of poli-
cies with regards to the coun-
tries in South Asia. While her
diplomatic tie with India re-
mained snapped till recently as
a result of 1962 Sino-Indian
war, China not only fostered
friendship with India's enemy,
Pakistan, she transferred huge
quantity of military hardware
to Pakistan and is also believed
to have passed technology to
her for making nuclear bomb
and missiles which all are 'In-
dia-specific'. Defying the treaty
obligations of Nepal and
Bhutan to India, China hob-
nobbed with both the strategic
Himalayan kingdoms and sup-

plied military hardware includ-
ing tanks and artillery pieces to
Bangladesh. She also frowned
at Indian intervention in Sri
Lanka and supported its de-
mand that the Indian forces
should be expeditiously with-
drawn from that country. Are
those policies no more func-
tional? Let's dig into the past
for an understandinﬁ.

When in 1949 the People's
Republic of China with its mili-
tant brand of communism came
into being it was at once faced
with a military threat of
regime-extermination from

out to Pakistan hoping her en-
emy's enemy could be its friend
inspite of multiple factors that
belied such possibility. Pak-
istan was not only an ally of the
United States and a member of
anti-China South East Asia
Treaty Organisation (SEATO),
the country having banned its
Communists Party in 1954 was
staunchly anti-communist. On
the face of it no other two coun-
tries could have been more dif-
ferent. So, a Sino-Pakistan
friendship could hardly be ra-
tionalised.

Yet, by making an apt appli-

EERSEECHINES

by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

none other than the United
States. The western-sponsored
‘alliances strategically encir-
cled China to restrict her ma-
neuverability, Her predica-
ments continued to multiply
and she was virtually reduoecf to
a pariah sate within a decade.
By the late fifties her relations
soured with both the Soviet

Union and India, with the for- -

mer terminating its aids to
China and latter confronting
her militarily over border dis-
pute. By about the same time,
Tibet revolted and a fleeing
Dalailama was sheltered by In-
dia. With Moscow moving away
from China the latter lost her
link also with Eastern Europe,
It was at this critical juncture
that China desperately reached

cation of Kautilya's dictum
against the modern version of
Maurya's Bharat China could
turn its fond hope of Sino-Pak-
istan understanding into a real-
ity. The proverbial Chinese
wisdom could sense that Pak-
istan was using her US connec-
tion for not achieving anti-
communist but anti-Indian
ends and its anti-communism
is limited to domestic politics
only. This belief was reinforced
when the Chinese overtures to
Pakistan were accepted in good
faith. Thus began a friendship
and cooperation between the
two asymmetric countries that
survived many vicissitudes® in
regional and international pol-
itics and set a perfect paradigm
of quid pro quo in interna-

tional politics. After almost
four decades the norms and nu-
ances of that cooperation are
now undergoing their painful
transformation in a radically
changed world. This is what
gives rise to misgivings and
skepticism in concerned quar-
ters. But the basis of a Sino-
South Asia equation perhaps
still remains intact although
the invocation of China's coun-
tervailing power has become
less prominent with the passage
of time.

The China-Pakistan nexus
and for that matter China's
policies individdally towards
South-Asian countries went too
strong to be dismantled so eas-
ily. In each of these countries
including India, China has her
stakes which she would like to
safeguard. Many aspects of
Sino-Pakistan relationship is
still a mystery — particularly
China's transfer of nuclear
weapon technology to Pakistan
remains an enigma. Libya's
Muamar Gaddafi once offered
China $2 billion in cash for the
sample of a nuclear weapon, but
China refused. When her ideo-
logical friends like Vietnam
and North-Korea were threat--
ened by the US and in the case
of the former with the threat of
the use of nuclear bombs, China
again held back and did not give
them nuclear weapons or tech-
nology. It is not for nothing
that she made an exception in
the case of Pakistan. It seems to
be an oversimplification that
the burgeoning power of China's
stature having ambitions in In-
dian Ocean where she has been
trying to reach through Myan-
mar would give up her interest
in South Asian countries.

Sino-Pakistan relations

' seldom generated the sense of

sharing a common culture or
ideology and were based on val-
ues such as friendship, trust.
sincerity, respects for each oth-

€r's view-points despite sharp
differences and desire to help
out a friend to the extent the
circumstances permit. These
values are no less potent in
sustaining a lasting friendship
of the kind that exists between
China and Pakistan. Standard
norms of international rela-
tions may not have a space for
such values. They, nevertheless.
not only worked but were suffi-
ciently institutionalised in czse
of these two Asian states,

As a result, Jiang Zemin's
even handed dispensation to-
wards India and Pakistan does
not affect the friendship be-
tween Beijing and Islamabad.
Pakistan continues to raise the
thorny issue of Kashmir with
India as well as in interna-
tional fora and China having
made its point does not react to
this. Pakistan also does r.ot
seem to be worried as the Sirio-
Indian hostilities have been
getting muted of late. India is no
INore nervous over recent nego-
tiation of Bhutan about her
border with China, so long In-
dia is kept informed according
to the spirit of her treaty obli-
gations to India. China's mili-
tary sales to Pakistan and
Bangladesh do not enjoy India's
approval but at the same time,
are no more considered threat-
ening to her. Notwithstanding
progress in Sino-India rap-
prochement since 1988, India
continues to regard China as
adversary and a long-term ri-
val. India's neighbours in South
Asia look upon China as a be-
nign power, even a friend, with
varying degrees of intimacy, It
hardly matters if China-South
Asia relations keeps shifting
within the perimeter of this

perception.
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Missile Tension in Asia

The firing of the latest Chinese missile will exp

missile technology,

ectedly encourage India to further develop its
which in turn will also prompt Pakistan to match Indian actions. In the

process South Asia will swing into a new race of improving missile power that may further

persist between China and Tai-
wan suggests that Beijing is try-
ing (o send a message across.
since no details of the weapon
have been available as such, the .
firing initially left the world
Euessing as to what kind of
missile was actually tested.
There are speculations all
around. In the United States
analysts are attaching a lot of
importance to the test firing
while some experts feel that
these developments are rather
insignificant. But most agree
that it is a development that de-
serves to be takeri rote of and

-“more so in view of the present

situation in Asia, taking into
consideration developments in
North Korea and the Indo-Pak
tension. The four-nation peace
talks in Geneva on the “missile
tension” involving primarily
North Korea, the reclusive
communist nation, did not
make any headway despite
proclamations from all sides
that they genuinely want
progress in the parley. Twa Ko-
reas — the North and the South
— and their respective Cold War
allies — China and the United
States — are involved in the ne-
gotiation. While rivalries and
tensions between the two na-
tions of the Korean peninsula

< E :: 'E.
- Taiwan are well known but ten-

disturb regional peace and harmony.

certainly form the broad pa-
rameters of discussions, the
talks particularly centred on
North Korea's ambitions to ac-
quire nuclear power and devel-
opment of the missile technol-
ogy in the peninsula.

efjing’'s problems' with

‘sion between them has height-

' ‘ened in recent days following a

statement by Taiwanese Presi-

“dent Lee Teng-Hui underscoring

his wishes for “special state-to-
state” relations with China.
Beijing considers Taiwan a
rebel province and has threat-
ened to use force to stop the na-
tionalist island from c]feclaring
formal independence. China

«had long been denied its just

position in the United Nations
where the nationalist China oe-
cupied the *“China” seat for
many years at the behest of the
West, which later accepted the
realities. Now the West accepts

I VIATTERS B
AROUND US

Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury
S TTTT -

Htime when China

Awo-important regional. devel-
opments — the,

SR

the China”

policy.
Bangladesh, which has close
ties with China, however, feels
otherwise.
Incidentally, the latest DF-
31 missile testin%;;amﬁ at a
5

“one

s involved in
1 {rﬂﬂ.ﬂﬂﬂ
“peace talks™ over the
Korean "missile tension” and
the belligerent situation over
the Taiwan Straits. Evidently,
this new missile will cause
fresh thinkin
tions of developing their own
missiles that at least matches
the Chinese advancement, if
not surpasses it. Consequently,
the missile technology will re-
ceive a further fillip and this
means an addition of a new
phase to the arms race. The de-
velopment will have far-
reaﬂging effect in South Asia
where two principal actors —
India and Pakistan — have al-
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with double space. For. reasons of space, short letters
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Rehabilitating the

prostitutes

Sir, Our Government has in-
deed taken a good step to reha-
bilitate the unfortunate sex
workers. However, this action
is particularly more significant
to those poor girls, who are
forced in to prostitution, and
thus giving them the option to
%et back to their respective
arnilies. But the drive should
have been more planned and
Emperl}r worked out, instead of

urrying the sex workers to the
vagrant camps. We have time
and again noticed from news-
paper photographs of the sex
workers that they do not appear
healthy. The way they are pic-
tured, clearly proves that they
are never totally free nor re-
lieved. The common questions
that everyone may raise: how
can the rehabilitation centres

help their poor sex workers?
and.: can the centres provide
them with the basic human

neecds?.

Khawja Vigar Moinuddin,
Purana Paltan,
Dhaka

Poor computer

service areas

Sir, It is encouraging to read
in the ?reas that the silicon city
Bangalore (India) and the
Bangladeshi computer industry
are willing to work together to
enhance export of computer

roducts and services from this
C region. The exchange of
technology, training of human
resources and complementary
ex?urt collaboration may en-
able these two countries to es-
tablish a niche in the export
market of software services.

The area to monitor and
control is the probability of in-
‘creased one-way border smug-
gling of hardware due to notice-
able disparity in the import du-
ties of foreign brand-name

hardware and peripherals in
the two countries. Several joint
ventures in computer training
centres have already been es-
tablished in Dhaka. The project
on the computerisation of sec-
ondary schools is proceeding at
too slow a pace to encourage de-
velopment of the local industry,
The Bangladesh telecom-
munications services need to be
upgraded very quickly for much
faster electronic commerce and
other data-transler global ser-
vices. The response so far from
BTTB has neither been encour-
aging; nor is the foreign in-
vestment in this sector very no-
ticeable; perhaps due to indif-
lerent response from our public
sector. The government has to
be more forthcoming in its pol-
icy announcements; including
closer collaboration between
the ministries of commerce and
telecommunications.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhaka

"Military muscle
no answer to
national security
now"

Sir, My attention has been
drawn to a news report pub-
lished in your esteemed dail
on August 6, 1999, by your s
correspondent, under the above
caption.

I am a regular reader of The
Daily Star because of its objec-
tive reporting and unbiased edi-
torials on most of the issues af-
fecting our national interest.

1 was present at the Press
Club meeting of the committee
of concerned citizens on 'socio-
economic implications of re-
cent defence purchases',

In your news report, I was
surprised to read only the views
of the panelists who met there
to criticise the government de-
cision, which is a democratic
right of any individual or

group. But t e
views/observations made from
the floor were totally excluded
and that renders both the report
carried by your daily as weHo as
the intention of the self-styled
concerned citizens group' sus-
pect and politically motivated.,

Together with the comments
published. I as a concerned citi-
zen, would have liked your re-
porter also to refer to the obser-
vations of Mr Waliur Rahman,
former secretary, Ministry of
Foreign Affairs and now direc-
tor, Bangladesh Institute of Law
and International Affairs Ad-
vocate Adilur. Rahman of
Supreme Court and Dr De-
bapriya Bhattacharya, execu-
tive director of the Centre for
Policy Dialogue,

As a member of the UN Sec-
retary-General's Expert Group
Committee on the 'Economic
and Social Consequences of the
Arms Race and Military Expen-
ditures (ESCAR)', Mr Waliur
Rahman made some very perti-
nent points: 1) Over ten years of
his membership, the group pub-
lished four books on the whole
gamut of disarmament and de-
velopment and social conse-

uences of arms purchases. But
the group could not finally con-
clude that any country's” secu-
rity and defence consideration
can be measured in terms of
bread and butter, It just does not
happen that way, he suggested.
(2) He also said in response to a
panelist's contention that the
MiG purchase violates the Con-
stitution "that this Constitu-
tion contained the Indemnity
Act for 21 years thus justifying
the dastardly murders of the
Father of the Nation Banga-
bandhu Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man and other innocent mem-
bers of the family; then where
was the 'concerned citizens
committee’?" — a remark with
which | agree entirely.

He also mentioned about
peace dividend’' out of the his-
toric CHT Accord and no men-
tion was made about it by the
panelists. Finally, Mr Rahman
said together wit}y; Dr Debapriya
Bhattacharya that the present
%mremmcnt has set a precedent
or the first time in the history
of Bangladesh that the defence
Eurchase by the government

as been discussed in the stand-
ing comimittee of Parliament in
the presence of the Chief of

Army Staff Lieut-General
Mustafizur Rahman, the Chief

‘ganisation

of Air Staff and the Naval
Chief.

Although advocate Adilur
Rahman mentioned about the
famine of 1974, he did not men-
tion the causes thereof — nor
did he refer to the conspirato-
rial and framed-up net. Nor did
he disprove the fact that GDP
between 1972 and August 1975
was 6 per cent plus, according to
the WB report.

We need to improve our na-
tional defence not against India
but against unforeseen situa-
tions as Mr Rahman said 'a
possible act of piracy against
the present gas fields or future
gas and oil fields likely to be
discovered.' There may be secu-
rity threat from anywhere.
Igbal Farook
1/2 Monipuri Para. Dhaka

Imbecility

Sir. The activities of the
so-called students belonging to
the killers group and rapists
group of the Bangladesh Cha-
tra League (BCL), a student or-
of the Awami
League and some teachers of
the Jahaﬂ%‘l;rnagal: University,
one of the highest seats learn-
ing, put the entire nation to
shame. Their shameless ac-
tivities humiliated us both at
home and abroad. Are we go-
ing backwards to the age of
the barbarians?

It remains a mystery why
the criminals are not arrested
so far.

Igbal Ahmed
1000

Sylhet-Shillong

bus service

Sir, Dhaka-Calcutta bus ser-
vice is no longer a dream but a
reality. This bus service will be
of considerable help to the
travelling public of both the
courntries.

If another route is opened
between Sylhet and Shillong
that will also be of considerable
help to the people of Sylhet di-
vision. Sylhet was part of As-
sam during British rule and
E&cp!e of Sylhet have kith and

ns in Assam and Meghalaya,

The route will be of com-
mercial value as well.

Saleh Ahmed Chowdhury
Fulbari, Sylhet

. | ‘the ' DF-31 will have ari ad
e North

in several na-"

ways been at the loggerheads.
Their conflicts are a matter of
common knowledge and New
Delhi-Islamabad relations
further worsened over the re-
cent Kargil conflict. These two
South Asian. neighbours in
May, last year, detonated sev-
eral nuclear explosions and
have become “unofficial” mem-
bers of the elite “Atomic Club”,
India and Pakistan are sparing
no efforts to develop their mis-
sile technology. Agni I and
Agni-11 are latest accomplish-
ments for New Delhi; Ghauri
and Shaheeri for Islamabad.
- " The Chinese test firing of
rse
impact on missile technology
in South Asia since this devel-
opment will come in for intro-
spection in the region. For In-
dia and China, two Asian gi-
ants, it means a lot. Two neigh-

bours have sources of hostilities
despite efforts towards
normalisation of the ties which
had nose-dived in 1962 over a
border clash. The irritation
centring the land boundary re-
mains and Indian Defence Min-
ister George Fernandes not long
ago described Beijing as
‘number one” enemy for his
-country. He charged China with
designs to browbeat India
through missiles and other
form of military developments.
However, Mr. Fernandes later
loned down his allegations and
Indian External Affairs Minis-
ter Jaswant Singh paid a visit
to Beijing. But both. view each
other with a great degree of
scepticism. and suspicion.

The firing of the latest Chi-
nese missile will expectedly en-
courage India to further develop

-its missile technology; ‘which in
turn will also prompt Pakistan
to'match Indian actions. In the
process South Asia will swing
into a new race of improving
missile power that may further
disturb regional peace and
harmony.

'OPINION

Recent news reports say that
the c%uvernment has again
raised the power tariff by five
paisa per unit with retrospec-
tive effect from July 1, 1999
With the above increase, it is
becoming easier to lose count of
the exact number of times the
power and gas rates have been
increased during the last three
plus years since the present
government came to power, let
alone the increase on other es-

sentials. With due humility,
maa;l say that the government
perhaps has gone berserk and
taken to raising prices and
taxes on the one hand and mak-
ing hollow promises to improve
the guality of life of the people
on the other. It is not under-
stood how the increase in prices
and taxes, arbitrary VAT etc,
would improve the common
men's lot when they are already
hard-pressed with highest ever
increases in prices of essen-
tials.

It has become almost a
common phenomenon in lower
middle class houses to have a

row over low income and rising
expenditures on essentials. In-
stead of taking remedial mea-

sures, the government is adding
to people’s miseries by increas-

inﬁ the power, gas tariff and
other rates and taxes and that
too on the recommendation of a
third party-in the present case

the Asian Development Bank. It
is really sad 1o see the govern-
ment yield to outside pressure,

ignoring the consequential in-
conveniences of the masses.

The ADB people, both the own-

ers and employees, are pretty
well-off, to say the least, draw-
ing handsomely both at local

and international jobsites;

They perhaps tend to look at the
protlemofrom their own e

without pultling themselves 1n

other people’'s shoes. Judging
from an international perspec-

tive. they seem to have failed 1o
assess tﬁe negative impact of a

raise in power tariff in the con-

text of Bangladesh. They seem

to have ignored the fact that

their own income level is
nearly twenty times higher

than the average income here.

Even their local employees earn
nearly ten times more than

their counterparts do in the

public or private sector in

Bangladesh. It does not need

much wisdom to comprehend

that with an income ten to

twenty times higher than the

average, it is much easier to

spend two, or three times the

average people do and still save

a lot of money.

Therefore, it will be a fallacy
of composition to say that what
is good for the ADB people will
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also be good for the common
masses. Normatively speaking,
it is both harsh and unethical
lo impose taxes on ordinary
people by treating ADB salaries
as standard income. And as an
independent and sovereign na-
tion, it is also disgraceful on the
part of Bangladesh to be dic-
tated by an agency's terms and
conditions, especially when it
goes against the interest of its
ordinary citizens.

While re-fixing the power
rate [which always means an
increase}, perhaps the authori-
ties have ignored the fact that
since power is the main pro-
pelling force of modern econ-
omy, an increase in its rate will
induce a chain reaction in
terms of price-hike of other
goods and services. The ulti-
mate burden, in a substantially
enlarged form, will fall on the
weak shoulders of poor con-
sumers whose income is very
unlikely to shoot up overnight
and he'd therefore be terribl
affected financially. Then, all
the socothing, charitable words
delivered by the authorities
about development, improve-
ment of guality of life, in-
creased growth rate of 5.2 per
cent [since debated) would ag
pear to him farcical and treach-
erous, signifying nothing but
betrayal. It seems that the gov-
ernment has even lost the
moral strength to ask others to
refrain from activities leading
to price-hike let alone keep it
stable. Moreover in
Bangladesh, the concept of con-
surnerism is almost absent. So
there's hardly any one to help
the poor in Bangladesh to com-
bat the price-hike.

However, as a last resort,
and assuming that there are
st people in the dovernment
whio may be positive in their at-
titude to help out ordinary peo-
ple, it's earnestly requested that
the responsible authorities
kindly review the power tariff
and retain the old rate (which is
already very high) and take ap-
propriate measures to control
the ever-increasing prices.
Meanwhile, a DA (dearness al-
lowance) to the extent of 50 per
cent over the pay may be al-
lowed both in the government
and private sectors so that at
least the wage-eamers are bene-
fited to that extent. This is the
norm in the civilized world and
ls worth fulluwin%. Hopefully,
the suggestion above will be
sympathetically considered in
light of the general interest of
the people. It may be mentioned
that some leading dailies in
their editorials have also ex-
pressed their concern over the
rise in power tariff.




