Kiefer upends
Rafter

MONTREAL, Au

on Friday
quarterfinals of the .ATP du
Maurier Open, reports AF.

Kiefer ousted the top seed 6-
3. 6-7, 7-6 in two hours, 43 min-
utes on Centre Court for his
third victory over Rafter in as
many meetings.

Second-seeded Andre Agassi
also advanced to the semifinals
with a 6-0, 6-3 win over Fabrice
Santoro of France. Third-
seceded Yevgeny Kafelnikov of
Russia beat No 6 Todd Martin 7-
6, 6-7. 6-4, and No 11 Thomas
Johansson of Sweden defeated
unseeded Jim Courier 6-4, 6-4.

Kiefer, 22, withstood Rafter's
serve-and-volley game with
solid returns and strong base-
line play in the f{irst set.

He broke Rafter early in the
second set but was broken him-
self later in the set. In the
tiebreaker, Kiefer had a 5-1 lead
before Rafter rallied to win the
next six points with seme tena-
cious net play.

Another tiebreaker followed
in the Lhird set after several ex-
hiusting baseline rallies, and
Kieler linally closed out the
nuilch with an ace,

Johansson defeated a dis-
gruntled Courier before rain de-
Laved the rest of the day's quar-
terlinal matches.

After the rain subsided,
Apassi wasted little time dis-
patching Santoro. needing just
52 minutes and winning 55
points 1o Santoro's 30.

Johansson beat the rain but
didn't escape Courier's outburst,
as Courier received a code viola-
tion for unsportsmanlike con-
duct in the final game of the
match. X

Serving for the match at 5-4
and 30-15, Johansson hit a
serve that Courier felt was long.
No call was made and Johans-
son eventually won the point to
give him two match points.

Courier walked over to the
line judge and engaged the olfi-
cial in a heated one-way dis-
cussion, prompting the judge to
informm umpire Norm Chryst,
who issued the violation.

' "The guy is serving for the
malch and he double faults and
they miss the call," Courier
said. "So 1 go over and tell the
ﬁuy who is making the line call

e should take his sunglasses
off because it's pitch black out
there.

"So he jumps out like a tat-
tletale like he's in elementary
school and runs and tells the
urnpire.”

While Courier was upset
about the out call, the turning
oint in the set came when the
our-time Grand Slam winner
was broken three games earlier.
Courier was also broken late

iri the first set,
“dat thing that happened in

the end of the match today did-, |

n'i{ bother me so much,' Jo-
hansson said.

Johansson played a solid
baseline game, hitting 20 win-
ners, compared to Courier's 14.
Johansson alsoc made four
fewer errors.

"I wasn't serving well but I
felt 1 played well from the base-
line.” he said.

Despite the loss, Courier
should improve on his current
world ranking of 46th after up-
setting seeded players Tim
Henman and Wayne Ferreira.

Atlanta's dark
secret

ATLANTA, Aug 7: Olympic
documents points toward pos-
sible scholarship and travel
abuses during Atlanta’s bid for
the: 1996 Summer Games. The
Associated Press learned Fri-
day.

Sources familiar with a con-
gressional committee's investi-
gation of the city's bid said the
documents contained "several
references to scholarship’ for
relatives of International
Olympic Committee members
and non-Olympic travel for
some members.

According o the sources, the
documents mention gifts worth
well over 1.000 dollars that
werent previously acknowl-
edged by the local organizers.
The sources said many gifts in-
volved corporations, and there-
fore did not turn up on the
ledgers of the Georgia Amateur
Athletic Foundation or the At-
lanta Organizing Committee.

For months, Atlanta orga-
nizers said they may have bent
some 10C regulations, but never
took part in outright vote-buy-
ing on the scale that occurred in
Salt Lake City. Organizers there
gave cash. college scholarships
and other gifts to IOC members
and their families to win the
2002 Winter Games.

The sources. who would not
give specific details of the At-
lanita evidence, spoke on condi-
tion of anonymity,

The documents are filled
with possible violations not
previously disclosed, one of the
sources said. The sources said
references to scholarships went
well beyond previously dis-
closed memos from Atlanta
Olympics chiel Billy Payne,
who said the memos contained
ideas that never acted upon.

The documents are included
in eight boxes that were not
made public when Atlanta
Olympic officials opened 6,500
boxes of records pertaining to
their bid and organising the
garmmes,

In June, Atlanta organizers
filed a report to the House
Commerce Committee outlin-
ing 38 violations of the 10C's

dirs 200 limit on gifts and some
travel violations. On Thursday,
the House committee, saying
the report had not been "totally
accurate or complete," gave
them a chance to revise it.
Former Attorney General
Griffin Bell, a partner in the
law firm representing the
Olympic organizers, asked for
the opportunity to change the
report. A spokeswoman at Bell's
oftice said he would not com-
ment on the investigation.

7: Ninth-
seeded Nicolas Kieler of Ger-
many upset defending cham-
pion Patrick Rafter of Australia
in the rain-delayed
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August 6. Nantes won 2-0.

PARIS, Aug 7
Olivier Monter-
rubio and Antoine
Sibierski scored
the goals as
Nantes  won 2-0
awav 1o promoted St Etienne on
Friday night and moved to the
top of the French league
standings, reports AFP.

Monterrubio fired home a
well-directed shot in the 35th
minute on a rain-soaked night
and Sibierski stabbed home a
last-minute insurance pgoal
from close range to give Nantes
two wins out of two,

In other matches playved Fri-
day night, former champions
Lens edged Monaco 1-0, pro-
moted Sedan downed Nancy 3-1
%n{gl Bastia trounced Strasbourg

Daniel Moreira rounded off
a superb flowing move by firing
home a crashing right-foot shot
past French national team
goalkeeper Fabien Barthez five
minutes before halftime to give
Lens their win over Monaco,
who have gleaned just one point
from their opening two
matches.

ArLaurent Casanovd header
put Bastia on their way against
Strasbourg and the Corsicans

then got further strikes from
Dane Dan Petersen and Fred-
eric Nee.

sedan bounced back im-
pressively from their opening
loss to Marseille with goals
ifrom Pierre Deblock, Cedric
Mionnet and Olivier Quint be-
fore Irish international Tony
Cascarine grabbed a consola-
tion goal for outgunned Nancy.

in matches played on Thurs-
day night, Lyon won 2-1 at
newlyv-promoted Troyes while
Eerennial strugglers Le Havre

eld last year's runners-up
Marseille to a 0-0 draw.

Troves, who are based in

Champagne country but have
failed 1o sparkle in their open-
ing two matches since promo-
tion; look destined for a season
of struggle because of their lack
of punch in attack.
. Two goals from French in-
ternational striker Tony
Vairelles saw them fall behind
to Lyon before defender Richard
Jezierski grabbed a late conso-
lation goal with a fine header.

Marseilie hit the post
through Robert Pires, but were
outplayed for long periods by Le
Havre =la worry for coach’ Rol-
land Courbis,

The {inal brawl of an ill-~

Action from the French First D)ivision match between Saint Etienne and Nantes on

— AFP photo

Nantes take the lead

tempered match saw Cyrille
Pouget of Le Havre and Eduardo
Berizzo of Marseille shown red
cards alter Pouget had lashed
out at his opponent with a wild
Kick.

The remainder of the second
round of garnes will be played
onn Saturday with ambitious
Montpellier ﬁosting champions
Bordeaux, Metz facing Auxerre
and Rennes al home to Paris St
Germair.

STANDINGS

FFrench league standings af-
ter matches played Friday
{fpiﬂy&d. wor, drawn, lost. goals
or. against, points}:

Nantes g 2: O
Marseille 2
Bastia
Bordeaux
Montpellier
Auxerre
Paris SG
Lyon

Lens

Sedan
Strasbourg
Meitz
Rennes
Manaco

Le Havre
St'Etienne
Troyes
Nancy
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BANDAR SERI BEGAWAN,
Aug 7: More than medals are at
stake in the Southeast Asian
(SEA) Games beginning today,
with governments promising
cash and other incentives to
winners even as the region re-
covers from an economic slow-
down, reports AFP.

Host Brunei, which has not
won a gold medal in the games’
40-year History, is offering a
new Mitsubishi car as well as
40,000 Brunei dollars (23,6700
US) for the first athlete to earn
the yellow metal.

Sultan Hassanal Bolkiah's
oil-rich kingdom will pay ath-
letes 40,000 dollars for a gold
medal at the games, 20,000 dol-
lars for a silver medal and
5.000 for a bronze. :

Brunei is banking on the

Attractive SEA prizes

combat sport silat, the Mala
art of self-defence, to hreai;
their duck.

Singapore will give 10,000
Singapore dollars (5,800 US) to
-a gold medal winner in an in-
dividual event, while a team
goid is goed for 20,000 doliars.

Malaysia, traditionally
strong in athletics and evein
35 gold medals, will rewar
each individual gold medalist
with 5,000 ringgit {1,315 US)
and 1,000 ringgit for each gold
medalist in a team event.

No Southeast Asian nation
was spared {rom the financial
crisis which erupted in mid-
1997 and plunged the region
into a recession. The region is
recovering from crisis amid se-
vere- government belt-tighten-
Ing.

But sports seems to have
survived the government axe.

Vietnam will give 2,000 US
dollars and Thailand has allo-
cated 50,000 baht (1,351 US) for
every gold winner.

Thailand together with In-
donesia, which have also re-
served an unknown amount of
cash for their medal winners,
are expected to take the lions'

share of the Brunei Games gold
medals. £
The Philippine Sports

Cnmmissiun, the state body fi-
nancing athletic development,
is offering 75,000 pesos (2.000
dollars) for a gold winner,
50,000 pesos to a silver medalist
and 30,000 pesos to a bronze
winner, said Gus Villanueva
spokesman for the delegation.

BANDAR SER]I BEGAWAN.,
Brunei, Aug 7: The world's rich-
est monarch opened the 20th
Southeast Asian {SEA) Games
today in a colourful early
evening ceremony that also
served as a coming-out party for
the tiny oil-rich nation of
Brunei, reports AFP.

With hreworks roaring into
the skies, Sultan Hassanal
Bolkiah launched the region's
big%ﬂst sports carnival in the
30,000 capacity national sta-
dium. Balloons rose over the
cavernous canopy from where
hundreds of doves fluttered
aloft to signal the last SEA
Games of this century.

Mare than 2,000 athletes
from the 10 members of the As-
sociation of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN) — Brunei,

Cambodia, Indonesia, Laos,
Malaysia, Myanmar, the
Philippines, Singapore, Thai-

land and Vietnam — will com-
pete for sporting supremacy in
21 events.

They range from football to
traditional boat racing and
frem track and field events to
combat sports karate and silat,
the Malay art of self defence.

This is the biggest mass
evenl hosted by relatively-low
profile Brunei, which will come
under world scrutiny when it
hosts the leaders of 21
economies at an Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC)
meeting next year,

The SEA Games opening cer-
emony saw participating teams
donning their national cos-
tumes and marching past the
royal box.

The Brunei contingent re-
ceived a thunderous applause as
Crown Prince Al-Muhtadee Bil-
lah, competing in the 9-ball in-
dividual billiards champi-
onships, led the home team in
the march past.

The Philippine contingent
sprang a surprise when the
chel-de-mission's place at the
head of the parade was taken up

by President Joseph Estrada's

son. Jinggoy Estrada.

Spectators burst into laugh-
ter when the chef-de-mission's
name, Jamalul Kiram; was
flashed on the electronic score-
board when the Philippine
team passed the grand stand
and the portly Jinggoy gamely
waved at the crowd. It was not
immediately known why the
change took place.

Dances and other cultural
displays by schoolchildren fol-
lowed the parade.

It climaxed with the raising

Curtain raised in Brunei

of the SEA Games flag and the
iraditional lighting of the
games cauldron by Brunei's
woinan silat exponent Umi

Kalthum, who made a one-lap
run in the packed stadium be-
fore taking the steps to light the
flames.

- "l regard it as a %_reat honor
to be Eickﬂd the final torch
bearer," said the 26-year-old
student of a Scottish university
who was the last Brunei athlete
to win a gold medal in the
games in 1993,

Scene from the opening
Games yesterday.
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ceremony of the Southeast Asian

— AFP photo
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World chess
roundup

LAS VEGAS, Aug 7: Michael
Krasenkow of Poland was the
only top seed to run into deep
trouble Friday in the first game
of the third round of the World
E?ESS Championship. reports

Vadim Zviaginsev of Russia
upset the eighth-seeded
Krasenkow with the black
pieces. Since white always
moves first in chess, that colour
has a significant advantage at
this level. Now the Polish
Grand Master must win with
black in the second game of the
round Saturday or go home.

Thirty-two of the original
100 players remain in the
running for the 660,000 dollars
first prize and the title of world
champion in this seven-round
knockout tournament. It will
run through the month.

The event is sponsored by
FIDE. the international chess
federation. The International
Olympic Committee recently
recognized FIDE as the official
governing body for chess.

Favourites who won with
black were England's Nigel
Short over Alexander Beli-
avsky of Slovenia and Alexei
Fedorov of Belarus over Jan
Timman of the Netherlands.

Short qualified to play a
1993 malch for the title against
the then-FIDE World Champion
Garry Kasparov. Unhappy with
the financial conditions of the
FIDE match, Kasparov split
from FIDE and started his own
organization. Short lost to Kas-
parov in that group's title
match.

Kasparov, generally consid-
ered to be the strongest player
in the world, still claims to be
World Champion and refused to
play here.

Fedorov took over the third
seed in this event when FIDE's
current champion, Anatoly
Karpov of Russia, decided not to
play. Karpov believes he has the
right to play the tournament's
winner for the title.

Three of the top seeds won
with white Friday.

Alexei Shirov of Spain, the

- second seed, defeated No 50.

Gilbert Milos of Brazil in a very
tough fight. Midway through
the game the outcome was very
much in doubt,

Sixth-seed Vassily Ivanchuk
of the Ukraine won over the
tough Sergei Shipov of Russia,
the 22nd seed.

Veselin Topolov of Bulgaria
scored a quick win off Lev
Psakhis of Israel.

Kiril Georgiev, the veteran
Bulgarian star. pulled a mild
upset, using the white pieces to
best the seventh seed, Peter Svi-
dler of Russia.

Top-seeded Boris Gelfand of
Israel was held to a draw the 68
year-old Viktor Korchnoi of
Switzerland. Korchnoi played
malches for the world title
against Karpov in 1978 and
1981. Karpov won both
rmatches.

Judit* Polgar. tHe strongest” -

women' player in the world,
drew easily with black against
Jordi Magem Badals of Spain.
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EINDHOVEN, Netherlands,
Aug 7 [AFP): Vladimir Sam-
sonov of Belarus had his pass-
port, a portable radio and a
Enrtahle CD player stolen from

is hotel bedroom.

Samsonov, knocked out in
the last 16 by China's Ma Lin, at
least ‘'was reunited with his
Eaﬁspurt. which was discarded

y the thief and returned to the
world championships venue by
a passer-by who found it near
some bushes.

The theft completed a disap-
pointing week for top-seeded
Samsonov, who had won the
European title here at the same
venue last year,

SHE'S GOT THE
BOTTLE

A doping test on new mixed
doubles champion Zhang
Yingying hit a hitch following
her victory with partner Ma Lin
in the first {inal of the week on
Friday.

Sixteen-year-old Zhang took
three hours to produce a urine
sample as required by organis-
ers.

That meant that her doping
escort also had to work over-
time. Event rules state that the
escort must not leave a competi-
tor from the moment he or she
finishes her match until the
san'}ﬂle is produced.

e intention of the rule is
to prevent a masking pill being
taken.

‘I'VE STARTED, SO
I'LL FINISH’

A Swede and a Russian
proved victorious in the rank-
ings tournamernits, which were
concluded Friday.

These events can signifi-
cantly boost the world ranking
of players eliminated in the
early stages of the main tour-
naimment.

Magnus Molin of Sweden
was the victor in the men's
event while the women's event
went to Russia's Svetlana Gan-

mie(-:-tzls legend
cremated

LEEDS, England, Aug 7: The
ashes of former Leeds United
and Scotland legend Billy
Bremner were scattered at the
kop end of his beloved Elland
Road before Leeds' opening
match of the Premiership sea-
son against Derby on Saturday,
reports AFP.

The private ceremony was
attended by the former Leeds
and Scotland skipper's widow
Vicky and other members of the
Bremner family.

It took place before the pub-
lic: unveiling of a nine-foot
bronze statue of the man whose
name was synonymous with
Leeds' glory years in the 1960s
and early '70s.,

Bremner died of a heart at-
tack in December 1997, aged 54.
It was his wish that his ashes be
scattered at the kop end of the
ground where he shared so
many triumphs with Leeds

fans.
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Aicela Rosado of Mexico performs in the rhythmic gymnastics all-round competition at the

Pan American Games.

- AFP photo

Schlager’s toughest test

EINDHOVEN,
Netherlands, Aug
7 [AFP): Austria's
Werner Schlager
is the joker in the
pack in the men's
singles at the World Table
Tennis Championships.

Two of the other semifinal-
ists -- Jan Ove Waldner and Liu
Guoliang -- need no introduc-
tion ahead of Sundays men's
semis and final.

Sweden's reigning champion
Waldner has twice been a victor
at this level and was also the
singles gold medalist at the
Barcelona Olympics.

Lin, meanwhile, relieved
Waldner of his Olympic gold at
Atlanta and, since the elimina-
tion of Belarussian top seed
Viadimir Samsonov., is the
highesti-ranked player remain-

ing in the tournament.

The third of the four con-
tenders Ma Lin is, admittedly. a
less illustrious name than
Waldner or Liu. '

Bul his seeding of nine was
believed to be a false one before
the tournament as Chinese
players have not attended many
ranking events with Ma suffer-
ing as a result.

He is, however, a rising star
of the Chinese game and, at the
age of 19, clinched the first title
of the event on Friday with
mixed doubles partner Zhang
Yingying.

Schlager. in coutrast, has
genuinely confounded the pun-
dits with his run to the semis.

Cynics believe the Austrian's
run will end on Sunday morn-
ing bus the 26-vear-old, who has
never been ranked higher than

Austrian Werner Schlager exults after defeating Croatia's
Zoran Primorac in the quarterfinals of the World Table

14th, has steadily improved
during the tournament and his
guarterfinal victory over Croa-
tian fourth seed Zoran Pri-
morac had the hallmark of
class.

Schlager and Liu, semifinal
apponernits. also met in the out-
standing clash of the men's
doubles category so far on Fri-
day.

In a thrilling encounter
Schlager -- and compatriot Karl
Jindrak squandered five
match points, losing eventually
to Liu and his partner Kong
Linghui, the 1995 world singles
champion. :

Liu also has the pressure of
being China's main hope to end
Eurape s preeminence in the
blue riband event of the tour-
nanent.

Europe has taken four of the
last five titles at world level and
the Chinese delegation have
admitted they will consider
their campaign to have failed if
they let slip the men's singles
apain -« even if they sweep the
board in the other events.

Ma's clash with Waldner is
an intriguing one,

- Ffl B

Filth-seedcd Waldner looked:
a spent force in the earlier
rounds but turned in a vintage
performance o send Kong pack-
ing with the crowd coming alive
il 1 e5PONSE.

Until that match, the drum-
beating, flag-waving Chinese
had provided the main support
in the iournament but the near-
capacity crowd were thrilled l:éy
Waldner's 22-20, 13-21, 21-18,
19-21, 21-15 triumph.

Describing the crowd as "per-
feet” the Swedizh legend knows
he will be the sentimental
favourite again against Ma.

Meanwhile, Wang Nan en-
sured that a Chinese player will
win the women's singles title at
the Championships -- but will
have to wait until Saturday af-
ternoon to see if it is her name
that will follow that of retired
legend Deng Yaping into the
histoty books.

Wang, the top seed, had to
fight hard in her semifinal to
see off the last non-Chinese
competitor, Ryu Ji Hye of Korzz,
seeded thirteen, but eventually
prevailed.

She now meets the winner of
the other last four clash -- an
all-Chinese affair between 12th
seed Zhang Yining and surprise
package Li Nan, who has come
from nowhere 1o emerge as the
find of the tournament.

Left-hander Wang, aged 20,
had to tight to keep her head
above water with the Korean
taking an early lead in the de-
ciding rubber.

Backed by a noisy Chinese
contingent in the crowd, Wang
emerged the victor by a 22-24,
21-9,21-15, 16-21, 21-16 score-

Tennis Championships on August 6, —— AFP photo:  line.
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