law and Our Rights

"All citizens are equal before |

aw and are entitled to equal protection of law"-Article

27

27 of the Constitution of the People's Republic of Bangladesh

Towards Institutional Protection of Human Ri

"Human rights are in-
scrited in the hearts of
people; they were there long
before law-makers drafted
their first proclamation.
Human rights are not
against anyone bul for ev-
eryone. Human rights are a
legitimate claim and a
Solemn responsibility. Hu-
man rights must be the basic
empowerment of all people,
not only a privileged few.., I
am convinced that by com-
bining our action and de-
termination, by building
partnerships between gou-

ernments and civil society,

international organizations
and the media, religious and
academic communities, we
will succeed in realizing the
vision of the future which
the Universal Declaration
[irst called for half a cen-
tury ago.” — Mary Robinson,
United Nations High Com-
missioner for Human
Rights on the occasion of the
fiftieth anniversary of the
Universal Declaration of
Human Rights.

culture of human rights is
a must for full realisation
of human potentials. It is
crucial for human survival too.

But placing human rights at the
top of discussion agenda is not

enough. Human rights need in- -
stitutional protection through
legal or constitutional mechas -

nisms. -

National human rights in-
stitutions (NHRI) have been
evnlvinE around the globe to
cater this specific need. Aus-
. tralia, Indonesia. India, New
Zealand, Philippines, Sri
Lanka have already instituted
their respective National Hu-
man Rights Commission. The
Fijian Commission has just
been established. The gnmlr:gl-
ments of Bangladesh, Ca
dia, Mongolia, Nepal. Papua
New Guinea, the Republic of Ko-
rea and Thailand have commit-
ted themselves to establishing a
commission:

And in the last month mem-
bers of the Asia Pacific Forum
of National Human Rights In-
stitutions and non-governmen-
tal human rights organisations
mel in Kandy, Sri Lanka to
evolve and streamline a strat-
egy for action to protect and

reserve human rights for all
or the next millennium. The
'Forum' organised this interna-
tional workshop on 'National
Institutions and Non-Goverii-
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ARTICIPANTS from
national institutions and
organisations represented

at the Workshop agreed on the
following action strategies they

committed themselves to
implement as appropriate:

1. Structures and
mechanisms of co-

operation
1.1 Recognise the importance
of, 'and implement, better

consultation processes between
national human rights institu-
tions and NGOs, which should
be regular, transparent, inclu-

sive and substantive: encourage

NGOs to decide on what pro-
cesses and mechanisms best
suit their circumstances and re-
lations with the national hu-
man rights institution in their
country; encourage national
institutions to establish foeal
points to facilitate relations
with NGOs:

1.2 Hold jeint training pro-
grams;

1.3 Consider temporary per-
sonnel attachments between
national institutions and
NGOs; '

1.4 Cooperate where possible
when making recommenda-
tions (o governments or other
niational bodies:

1.5 Cooperate and seek ad-
vice fromm OHCHR in encourag-
ing the developrnent of national
human rights action plans:

1.6 Hold workshops on spe-
cific issues of mutual interest,
with a particular focus on en-
suring a balanced approach to
participation and organisation:

1.7 Establish mechanisms
for discussion between national
institutions and NGOs with a
view to maximising possibili-
ties of using information tech-
nology to keep each other in-
formed of their activities and
issues arising from monitoring
of human rights questions as
well as relevant recommenda-
tions: .

2. Education

2.1 Recognise that effective
human rights education must
be based on an analysis of the
human rights situation in the
particular country and on the
Universal Declaration of Hu-
man Rights and other interna-
tional human rights instru-
ments;

2.2 Adopt as the goal of hu-
man rights education the cre-
ation of an environment which
enables recognition and respect
for the human rights of all peo-
ple and maximises individuals'
and communities' awareness of
their own human rights and
their capacity to utilise avail-
able mechanisms for the en-
forcement of these rights;

Z.3 Undertake an evaluation
of existing programs at the na-
tional and regional level;

2.4 Use available tools for
planning, e.g the guidelines for
national action plans in the
field of human rights prepared
within the framework of the In-
ternational Decade for Human

mental Organisations: Working
in Partnership’ in a bid to fur-
ther consolidate and encourage
the development of national
and regional partnerships be-
tween the Asia Pacific Forum of
National Human Rights Institu-
tions (APF). national human
rights institutions, regional
and national human rights
non-government organisations
(NGOs) in the protection and
promotion of human rights in
the Asia Pacific region. In the
resence of observers from
nited Nations agencies and in-
ternational non-governmental
organisations, participants
across the Asia Pacific region
discussed the issues of mutual
importance from 26 to 28 Jul
1999. The participants include
lormer judges, lawyers, human
rights commission officials,

human rights commissioner, |

human rights activists and ad-
vocates. '

The workshop took place in
the context of increasing activ-
ity on the strengthening of hu-
man rights institutions and on
the work of NGOs. This work
has included the establishment
of the Forum itself, the series of
United Nations-sponsored
workshops on regional ar-
rangement in the Asia Pacific
Region and a range of sub-
sidiary meetings aimed at im-

plementing agreed technical |

cqugraﬁun projects.
‘he workshop was one of the
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‘governments as part o

Working in Partnership

By A H Monjurul Kabir back from Kandy

projects identified by regional
their
technical assistance under the
auspices of the United Nations
High Commissioner for Human
Rights. This truly reflects the
importance of multi-party co-
operation for the Prutectinn
and promotion of human
rights.

The workshop was developed
and organised by the APF, the
Human Rights
Sri Lanka (HRCSL) and the Asia
Pacific Human Rights Non-
Government Organisations Fa-
cilitating Team (NGOFT)

A Brief Background of |

"NHRI

Traditional approaches to
secure human rights through
judicial enforcement are inad-
equate. This stark reality has
successfully fueled to create a
global trend of setting up spe-
cialised institutions. The pur-
pose is simple — to make state
and non-state entities aware of
their reslpmnslhﬂlties in the
sphere ol civil and political
rights, National Human Rights
Commission (NHRC) is one of
such institutions. A human
rights ‘commission is a state
sponsored and state funded en-
tity generally set up under an
Act of Parliament or under the
Constitution with broad objec-
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ommission of

tive of protecting and promot-
ing human rights. In doing so. it
generally performs a wide range
of functions. There include dis-
pute resolution through adjudi-
cation or mediation, human
rights education, documenta-
tion and research, advising
governments on human rights
issues and human rights stan-
dard setting,

Human rights commissions
are being set up in many parts
of the world. While the powers
of these institutions in differ-
ent countries vary, there seems
to be a 'core concept' emerging.
In many countries such com-
missions have not matched the

expectations they generated .

when they were first set up. On
the other hand, in some other
countries, where the expecta-

tions were not so great, the:
commissions have brought-

some positive results.

No doubt, an effective Na-
tional Human Rights Institu-
tion (NHRI), independent of
government control, is a very
useful mechanism in the pro-
motion and protection of hu-
man rights in a country. The
1993 Vienna Declaration and
Programme of Action, adopted
by consensus of 171 countries,
at;,u addresses NHRIs by urging
governments to considerably
increase the resources allocated

to the establishment and:

strengthening of NHRIs, and by
encouraging the establishment

and strengthening of NHRIs in
according with the Paris Prin-
ciples. The UN General Assein-
bly has subsequently passed
resolutions encouraging mern-
ber states to establish or where
they already exist, to
strengthen NHRIs.

Emergence of Asia
Pacific Forum of

NHRIs

The Asia Pacific Forum of
NHRIs (‘Forum'] is an organisa-
tion made up of the six NHRIs in
the Asia Pacific region (India,
Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Philip-
pines, Australia and New
Zealand). The Forum estab-
lished in 1996, assists in estab-
lishing and developing NHRIs
and provides opportunity for

greater cooperation between the

HRIs (through actions such as
information exchanges, train-
ing and development for com-
mission members and staff:
and specialist regional semi-
nars on common theme and
needs). The Forum's activities
are mainly undertaken by its
secretariat which is currentl
based with the Australian NH
and receives funding from New
Zealand and Australian gov-
ernments and the United Na-

- tions. The Forum emphasises

.the importance of the Paris

The opening session of the APF Workshop is in progress,
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The Kandy Programme of Action

Rights Education:;

2.5 Consult on human rights
education in order to facilitate
planning and implementation,

1o encourage governments to

fulfil their obligations to pro-
vide human rights education. to
identify the organisations best
placed to undertake particular
programms, to avoid duplica-
tion, to coordinate fund raising
and to monitor the effectiveness
of programs. A potentially
fruitful area of cooperation
would be for national institu-
tions and NGOs to exchange ma-
terials and resources to enable
them to carry out human rights
education activities;

2.6 Consult in the develop-
ment of curriculum designed Emr
the mainstream education sys-
tem, whether at the primary,
secondary or tertiary levels;

2.7 Develop cooperative pro-
grams and facilitate joint par-
ticipation in programs of train-
ing for teachers and public offi-
cials, including the military,
the police and corrective ser-
vices personnel;

2.8 Develop cooperative pro-
grams and facilitate joint par-
ticipation in programs of train-
ing for human rights educators.
including teachers and parents:

2.9 Cooperale with relevant
judicial authorities: in pro-
grams of training for members
of the judiciary;

2,10 Develop memoranda of
agreement with government
agengies to facilitate the provi-
sion of training to government
officials:

2.11 Develop panels of
speakers from both NGOs and
national institutions who
would be available for human
rights education presentations;

2.12 Cooperate in the dis-
semination of information on
international and domestic
human rights instruments, in-
cluding the Paris Principles
and the Declaration on Human
Rights Defenders:

2.13 Where appropriate.
promote human rights educa-
tion through public or media
campaigns, to be undertaken
individually as well as jointly;

2.14 Develop relations with
the media, particularly the
state-owned media in some
countries, to promote informed
coverage of human rights is-
sues,

2.15 Facilitate joint partici-
ation: in public meetings, con-
erences and media events:

2.16 Establish mutual links

on internet websites;

2.17 Develop joint or sepa-
rate approaches to technical
assistance and potential fund-
ing agencies, including OHCHR:
and UNDP, with proposals for

human rights education pro-
gramines;

2.18 Cooperate in using re-

ports of national human rights
mnstitutions, NGOs, the United
Nations human rights mecha-
nisms and treaty moniforing

““bodies as tools for increasing
. public awareness and pursuing

specific issues;
3. Complaints and

Investigations
3.1 Agreed that it was vital
that national institutions

should have their own indepen-
dent investigations capacity:

3.2 Arrange information
sessions at which NGOs and na-
tional institutions would in-
form each other better about
their complaints and investi-
gations systems, to discuss
trends, to improve mecha-
nisms, to take into account in-
ternalional materials and to
avoid duplication;

3.3 Facilitate public aware-
ness of national institution
complaints and investigations
systems. This could include the
preparation of relevant materi-
als, such as a rmmanual, as well as
non-wrilten materials targeted
at people who are illiterate.
Special attention should be
given to vulnerable groups;

3.4 Consider joint action
aimed at promoting changes to
national institutions investiga-
tory mandates where those
mandates are too narrow or
otherwise unsatisfactory in the
investigations area;

3.5 Facilitate transmission

of information from NGOs to

national institutions and vice
versa on specific cases, where
appropriate;

3.6 Facilitate cooperation at
the local level between NGOs
and national institutions when
inquiring into specific cases;

3.7 Develop transparent and
inclusive mechanisms whereby
NGOs could be involved in the
investigation process;

3.8 Explore means of using
information technology to fa-
cilitate exchanges of informa-
tion on specific cases;

3.9 Arrange joint training
courses aimed at strengthening
the effectiveness of complaints
and investigations and report-
ing systems;

4. Public Inquiries

4.1 Hold joint workshops
aimed at promoting awareness
of the concept of public in-

uiries. their objectives and
their mechanisms and possible
subjects; consult with national
institutions and NGOs to ensure
that best practice is followed:

4.2 Where consideration is
being given to the establish-
ment of a public inquiry, con-

sult in the development of its
terms of reference and on a
strategic plan for the inquiry;
4.3 Cooperate closely where
a national institution is carry-
ing out a public inquiry, par-
ticularly in the exchange of in-
formation and on-site activi-
ties; 7]
4.4 Lobby for legislation to
ensure that it is incumbent on
legislatures to discuss national
human rights institution re-
orts within a specific time
ame and that national human

rights institutions are empow- °

ered in cases of undue delay to
make their reports public;

4.5 Cooperate in facilitating
media coverage of public in-
quiries; cooperate in conveying
public inquiry reports to rele-
vant UN mechanisms;

4.6 Cooperate in promoting
the implementations of auny
public inquiry's recommenda-
tions;

4.7 Organisations repre-
sented also recommended that
the Asia Pacific Forum should
organise a regional workshop
on public inquiries as part of
the Forum's programme of zn-
nual thematic workshops;

5. Relations with
Legislatures

5.1 Cooperate in promoting
constructive relations and joint
meetings with lggls]alures and
legislators aimed at promoting
and protecting human rights;

9.2 Consider hnldin%wnrk—
shops aimed at strﬂnﬁt ening
the capacity of national institu-
tions and NGO personnel to
lobby legislatures effectively
including through campaigns
aimed at promoting specific
action by legislatures on human

- rights issues;

5.3 Consider Fluintiy partici-
pating in workshops aimed at
better informing legislators
about human rights and the
role and functions of national
institutions and NGOs;

5.4 Encourage legislatures to
establish human rights com-
mitiees; where 'appropriate, ap-
proach the Inter-Parliamen-
tary Union to encourage the na-
tional parliament to give
greater emphasis to human
rights;

5.5 Work jointly in order to
bring the protection and pro-

ymotion of human rights into

political party platforms;
6. Legislation
6.1 Systematically review
existing legislation and other

instruments having the force of
law to ensure consistency with

‘human rights law, including

relevant international human-
itarian law standards, in a
holistic way, to ehsure compli-

ance with the principle of indi-
visibility of human rights with
a view to recommending appro-
priate changes to ensure con-
sistency with those standards;

6.2 Develop mechanisms for
public consultation and discus-
sion on proposed legislation
and other instruments having
the force of law to ensure con-
sistency with human rights
and related standards with a
view to recommending appro-
priate changes to ensure consis-
tency with those standards;

6.3 Cooperate in encouraging
governments to develop mech-
anisms whereby government
departments seek NGO and na-
tional human rights institution

inputs inte new legislation; re-

+ to be developed in

view of legislation and human
rights treaty negotiations;

6.4 Establish mechanisms
whereby national institutions
seek NGO input into national
institution recommendations
to government about legisla-
tion;

6.5 Cnnpérate in promoting
the development of domestic
legislation in accordance with

international human rights
norms:

6.6 Coordinate eflort for the
ratification and implementa-
tion of international human
rights instruments and the re-
moval of declarations, deroga-
tions and reservations to such
instruments; .

6.7 Encourage where appro-
priate the establishment of fo-
rums with a broadly based
membership that could spe-
cialise in the review of the hu-
man rights asper*: of legisla-
tion:

7. Establishment of new

national institutions

7.1 Recommended that the
Asia Pacific Forum, in consul-
tation with NGOs, should adopt
by its annual meeting in 2000,
minimum standards for mech-
anisms and processes for the
establishment of new national
human rights institutions in
the region in conformity with
the Paris
guidelines should pay particu-
lar regard to the need for new
institutions to have indepeif

dence built into their mandate4i-

for processes and mechanisins
artnership
with NGOs, for public hearings
and for public review of pro-
posed national human rights
institution legislation and for
transparency in the appoint-
ment of commission members.
Such institutions should have
advisory, educational and in-
‘-’ESti%ﬂlﬂl‘Y functions; _

¥ gt d that, in coopera-
tion with the Office of the High

_tions

- has been invo

principles. These’

Principles. Indeed, the Forum
specifies: "Institutions can ap-
ply for membership of the Fo-
rum subject to meeting or
committing themselves to meet
the fundamental criteria.... (of)
independence guaranteed by
statute or constitution: auton-
omy from EanemmenL plural-
ism, including in membership:

-.a broad mandate based on uni-

versal human rights standards,
adequate powers of investiga-
(and) sufficient re-
sources."”

The Forum also permits
NGOs and governments to ob-
serve and make some interven-
tions in its annual meetings.
The Asia Pacific Human Rights
NGOs Facilitating Team (FT)
in the Forum
since the forum began.

The Workshop ard the

Agenda for Action

The workshop was divided
into eleven working sessions in
addition to formal ’lc_;gemng and
closing sessions. The working
sesslons include the following
themes: .

(1) National institutions and
NGOs — an international re-
gional and national context

(2) Structures and mecha-
nism of cooperation

(3) Major operational issues
- Education.

(4) Major operational issues
- Investigations

{5) Major operational issues
- National Inquiries

(6) Major operational issues
- Relations with parliaments
and recommendations for hu-
man rights legislation.

(7) Structures and miecha-

" nism of cooperation

- [8) Cooperation with civil
society during the establish-
ment of a national institution.

{9) Future Action - drafting a
working agenda.

(10) Future Action - Adop-
tion of the Workshop Action
Plan.

(11) Next steps - A road map
for implementing the Action
Plan at the national and re-
gional levels.

The workshop had been or-

‘ganised in a cooperative man-

ner, with full opportunity hav-
ing been given for input by both
national institutions :u'n:fr non-
governmental organisations.
The workshop is fruitful
considering - the successful
adoption of a strategic planning
(see below) at the thresguld of a

-new millennium: The only

thing the workshop could not
cover is assessing and auditing
the ormance of the :}dﬂLin%
NHRIs with a objective point o
view. The Forum must involve
such necessary assessment in
their next programme.

mkabir99@hotmail.com

Commissioner for
Rights, national institutions
and NGOs would provide infor-
mation and advice to govern-
ments and NGOs of other coun-
tries, where requested, on mod-
els for the establishment of na-
tional institutions in confor-
mity with the Paris principles;

8. Asia Pacific Forum
of National Human
Rights Institutions

8.1 Requested the Forum

Secretariat, in cooperation
with NGOs, to disseminate this
Programme of Action widely to
governments, national institu-
tions. non-governmental or-
ganisations, the United Nations
and other international and re-
gional organisations;

- 8.2 Requested the Forum
Secretariat to collaborate with
national institutions and NGOs
of the region in the mobilisa-
tion of funds through pro-
grammes of technical coopera-
tion aimed at giving effect to
aclivities proposed in this Pro-
gramme of Action;

8.3 Agreed that national in-
stitutions and NGOs would pro-
vide brief annual reperts to the
Forum on measures taken to
give effect to this Programme of
Action.

8.4 Took note of the ar-
rangements for NGO participa-
tion at the third annual meet-
ing of the Asia Pacific Forum of
National Human Rights Institu-
tions, held in Jakarta in

September 1998, and requested

that the Forum attempts to en-
sure that NGO participation
continues to improve in future
Forum meetings;

9. International
acilivity

9.1 Cooperate in monitoring
and encouraging government
compliance with international
obligations and implementa-
tion of recommendations.
views or opinions given by in-
ternational human rights
monitoring bodies; cooperate in
reporting to treaty monitoring
bodies and in disseminating
treaty body reports, recommen-
dations, views and opinions;

9.2 Consult and cooperate in
support of the participation of
national human rights institu-
tions and NGOs in interna-
tional and regional human
rights meetings under the aus-
pices of the United Nations; co-
operate for the strengthening of
United Nations mechanisms,
including, where appropriate,

through coordinate ap-
proaches to government and
parliaments.

9.3 Conduct jointly infor-
mation sessions on the United
Nations protection mecha-
nisms; work cooperatively to
ensure that alleged violations
of human rights are presented
to appropriate United Nations
or other inter-governmental
mechanisms. ‘

monjurulkabir @usa.net
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ral Appraisal (PRA) process. The draft bill has hgenm“wm* 4
by the:cabinet on 12 April 1999. The Prime Minister has
already constituted a high level sub-committee with members.
zﬂf the cabinet hﬂﬂdﬁdh‘y the Minister for Education for further.
im pve:;#ﬂt of the Bill and keeping it in uniformity with
= human rights institutions in other countries. The
members of the sub-committee include among others, the
Ministers of Home, Law Justice and Parliamentary Affairs,
Ministeies of Terties sod Pl KL e Blaie Molaters for tid

it e soXULes and Flanning. The sub-committee in the
‘meantime has already. 1 meetings for this. '-m*@ﬁ
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N High Commissioner for Human Rights, Amn
International, Asla Watch, and other national and re

e overnment of Bangladesh attaches top priority to the
United Nations, it is commiitted to uphold the principles of the

international human rights conventions. It has so far ratified
or acceded 16 humar tights instruments, among which includes
the Convention on the Right of the Child, CEDAW. In ot
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Right to Informati on for
Fighting Corruption

By Amina Rahman Chowdhury

. T a time when national level poetics in India has been

rocked by a number of corruption scandals, somé grass-
roots organisations are also fighting the somewhat
neglected battle for eliminating or at least reducing corruption
in various rural development programmes, particularly those

-aimed at helping the weaker sections.

"The amount involved in a corruption scandal of a village or
es may of course appear small when compared
to a state level or & national level scandal. but we must
remember that there zre over five hundred thousand villages in
India. Multiply what you see in a single village by this number
and you get what is easily the biggest corruption issue", says
Aruna Roy Mazdoor Kissan Shakti Sangathan [MKSS). Adds
Shankar Singh, "The fact that this village-level corruption
generally involves snatching resources from the poorest pccn%l;:
makes it all the more important that such corruption should
fought and resisted.”

is Is precisely what the MKSS has been consistently doing.
First there was a long successful struggle against the non-
payment of minimum wage at rural employment works. Sec-
ondly, there were a series of jan sunwais or public hearings at
which many shocking exposes of corruption were made in front
of a large audience by comparing official records of various
government projects and programmes with the reality of these
programmes as experienced by the villagers.

e concern of MKSS did not end merely with exposing cor-
ruption. As Nikhil Dey, an activist of MHgS, says "It is even
more important to try to ensure that the money taken away
from people living in poverty is restored so that it can be used
for their actual welfare. After all our real concern is the welfare
of people. "Towards this end, MKSS has given a lot of attention
to lollow up work on its public hearings but the government has
so far responded generally with half hearted measurers.

This entire difficult and ﬁ_rulnnged process convinced the
MESS that one of the most effective methods of fighting village-
level corruption is to provide people the right to obtain copies of
official records [sucﬂ “as.muster rolls, bills and vouchers)
relating to rural development and anti-poverty programmes
implemented in their areas. This soon became a central point
in the demands being raised by MKSS. Several other
organisations were also quick to appreciate the potential of
obtaining this ‘Right to information’ and it began to appear that
this demand raised by MKSS will have state-level or perhaps
even national-level impacts.

‘This feeling was strengthened in 1995 when in his budget
speech made on April 5 the Chief Minister of Rajasthan Mr.
Bhairon Singh Shekhawat declared that he would allow photo
copying of all records on development expenditure of the state.
at the panchayat level, for a fee. He further said that this right
to information will cover development expenditure going back
to five years.

This was a major step forward in the efforts to obtain the
right to information for checking village-level mrrugtinn.
especially as nothing like this had been promised earlier by the
Chief Minister of any other state in India. While waiting for the
promise of the CM to take practical shape, the MKSS quietly
continued the work to consolidate these gains, including follow
up of public hearings. It also stepped up efforts to establish state
level and national level linkages with other activists groups,
lawyers, officials and media persons so that the struggle for the
right to information could be broadened. A state level meeting
was organised in Beware town of Rajasthan. A meeting of con-
cerned officials and social activists in Mussoorie led to the
formation of a national group on the right of information,

support by the Lal Bahadur Shastri National Academy of
Administration, Mussoorie. This committee has already
prepared and circulated the draft of an access to Information
Act.

The Press Council of India an the Press Institute of India
have taken a lot a of interest in this issue and extended support

to the enactment of such an act, _
However, the state government continued to delay issuing

orders on the promise made by the CM, despite repeated de-
mands made by MKSS. MKSS decided that if the relevant orders
are not issued till one year, then it is time to initiate a
movement on this demand. So it decided to start an indefinite
Dharna in Beware town on April 6, exactly one year after the
promise made by the CM. Fearing a political fallout of this
Dharna at election time, the state government quickly issued a
half-hearted order on the right to information which fell far
short of the nﬂginal romise made by the CM.

While providing I’;r inspection of records and noting down
details, the orders did not include photocopying of relevant
records. This not only creates problems for illiterate or near
illiterate persons, in addition the legal validity of the infor-
mation written down by hand is doubtful. The order was silent
on the period within which recourse would be available, as also
the number of recourse that may be inspected for the fee
specified in the order. It also did not specify how delaying
tactics on the part of reluctant officials can be avoided, or how
illegally diverted money will be recovered and refunded to
villagers. On all these accounts this order failed to do justice to
the original promise made by the CM. Therefore, after seeing the
order on April 8, the MKSS decided to continue the Dharna
which continued for nearly six weeks.

From May 6 (a month after it started) it was also extended to
Jaipur, the capital of Rajastan. '

le it was only to be expected that this Dharna will attract
MKSS members from villages. what came as quite a surprise
was that it also obtained very enthusiastic participation of the
citizens of Beware town, many of whom had earlier not even
heard of MKSS. These supporters ranged from editors and
litical leaders to vegetable vendors and daily wage workers.
me workers donated a part of their daily earnings while some
vegetable vendors donated regular supplies of potatoes and
tomatoes. Some photographers provided their services free
while the tent shop charged only one third of its normal rate.
Several rival trade unions forgot their differences for the time
being to extend joint support to the Dharna. The honest image
of the MKSS and the genuineness of the issue also contributed to
this support. ;

The Dharna was withdrawn only after the state government
constituted a high committee to look into the practical
aspects of implanting the Right to Information.



