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Fngland batsman Mark Ramprakash sweeps during the

vesterday.

MANCHESTER,
England. Aug 6:
' England were fac-
: ing a new crisis
here on Thursday
_l after another fir-
st-innings batting slump at Old
Trafford in the third Test
against New Zealand, reports

. AFP.

The top order. which failed
to fire in the nine-wicket defeat
at Lord's. struggled again as
England, who opted to bat; fin-
ished a rain-affected day on 108
for five.

e o Itard pitch, howe
evier, dud net help,

England manager Graveney
said: "There's been lots of debate
about the wicket.

"They bowled well and we
must do the same thing, and
make sure we get the ball in the

England off on wrong foot

Chris Cairns low to Stephen
Fleming at slip.

Alec Stewart looked equally
uncomfortable, makin 3 in
almost an hour-and-a-half be-
fore edging;,\ Cairns behind to
make it 54 for two.

Four overs later a heavy
downpour suspended play for a
further two hours.

Michael Atherton, recalled
to the team following injury
with the series standing at 1-1,
battled for over two hours for
his 11 with just five scoring
shols.

He took 69 deliveries just to
reach double tigures -- a testa-
ment not only to the pitch but
the high standard of New
Zealand's attack -- and he took
35 minutes to move from six to
rnine.

The slow pace prompted

mail: dssports@bdonline.com

third Test at Old Trafford
— AFP photo

front-line batsman to go. He put
on 21 with Mark Ramprakash
before left-arm spinner Daniel
Vettori prompted him to mis-
time a drive, the chance being
snapped up by Matthew Bell at
short leg.

Fleming said: "I was very
pleased with our patience and
discipline. It may be called bor-
ing but it was perfect Test match
bgwling on a wicket that is a lit-
tle bit inconsistent in bounce."

SCOREBOARD

Score at close of play on the
first day of the third Test be-
tween England and New
Zealand at Old Trafford on
Thursday:

ENGEAND: First innings
Butcher c Fleming b Cairns 5
Atherton ¢ Parore b Caimms 11

Coca-Cola TT
Linu, Rinu
clinch doubles
title

Sports Reporter

Jobera Rahman Linu and
her partner Rinu clinched the
women's doubles title in the
Coca-Cola 23rd national table
tennis championships with an
straight set win over Ansars'
Shamima and Salma yester-
day.

In the final held at the NSC
Wooden Floor Gymnasium,
Linu, the vateran shutler. and
her doubles mate Rinu out-
played their opponents by 21-
15, 22-20 and 21-9 points.

In the boys' doubles, Parag
and Mehdi of Narail won the ti-
tle defeating Tirtha and Mishu
of the same district by 21-14,
21-14 and 21-13 points.

In the remaining final of the
day, Raina and Rumi of Biman
bagpged the girls' double crown
handing Lopa and Shila of Pat-
uakhalli a 23-21, 21-23, 21-18
and 22-20 defeat.

Meanwhile, Rochi of Biman
and his teammate Hamlet
reached the men's singles final

which will be held on league ba-
sis. ]

See Page 1 for more

sport news

Pybus stands
by Akram

CAPE TOWN, Aug &: Sus-
pended Pakistan captain Wa-
sim Akram has received a vote
ol confidence from the man
who helped the side reach the
World Cup final in June, reports
Reuters

£ 4Tl & PR il e il
glish-boin south alrica- based
coach who was given a shorl
lerm contract as assistant to
Mushtaq Mohammed, has
lashed out against suggestions
that Pakistan ‘'threw' some
matches, including the final,
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Mahanama calls it a day

COLOMBO, Aug 6
|AFP/AP):  Sri
. Lankan batsman
| Roshan Mahana-
ma retired from
L2 n Tt international eri-
cketl Friday, a day after he was
sacked from two national
squads,

Mahanama, 33, wrote to the
Sri Lankan cricket board say-
ing he was leaving interna-
tional cricket and immediately
received appreciation for his
contributions.

Chief of the Sri Lankan
cricket board, Rienzie Wi-
Jjetilleke, said Mahanama had
cited personal reasons for his
retirement.

“This must necessarily be a
sad occasion for me to take
whal is a difficult decision and
sever my connections with a
game which has been nothing
less than a passion for me from
childhood upwards." he said in
his retirement letter.

Mahanama was an opening
right-hand batsman but was
later moved to the middle order
keep his place through his bril-
liant fielding, '

Since making his debut in
the 1985/86 season in a home
Test against Pakistan, he has
played 213 one-day matches at
an average of 30 runs.

During these maltches, he
has taken 109 catches. He has
also played in 52 Tesl matches
and taken 56 catches during
those matches. He was part of
the squad that won the World
Cup in 1996.

He holds the joint record for
the highest fourth-wicket stand
of 576 runs with fellow team-
mate Sanath Jayasuriya, dur-
ing a Test in 1997 against India.

Mahanama was dropped
Thursciog ooy Hhe ome-day angd

%
iy

vt e
cricket seleclors jor a three-11a-
tion tournament this month
and lor a Test series against
Australia,

Also dropped I[rom both
squads announced was Hashan

oty ,HFIZJ._u_,':_

ers have been retained in the
squad which will play three
Tests against Australia in
September.

Sidath Wettimuny, chair-

man of the selection committee;
while announcing the new team
rosters on Thursday said, "The
team’'s reflected a blend of
youth and experience.”

ROSHAN MAHANAMA
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Bori: 31 May 1966 Colombo,
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Major Teams: Sri Lanka, Colombo Crickel Club.

Known As: Roshan Mahanama.

Pronounced: Roshan Mahanama.

Batting Style: Right-Hand Bat.

Test Debut: Sri Lanka v Pakistan at Colombo (COG). 2nd Test.
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Michael Jordan
(American basketball legend)
It's a hundred [per cent). It's
a hundred right now.”
How sure he was that he
wouldn't return to basketball.

Kiwis 40
for none

MANCHESTER, England,
Aug 6: Mark Ramprakash
raﬁted his way to an unbeaten

'l%alf—centur}r as England set

New Zealand a respectable lirst
innings target of 199 in the
third Test at Old Trafford on
Friday, reports AFP.

In reply New Zealand ope¢n-
ers Matthew Horne and
Matthew Bell guided the Kiwis
to 40 without loss at tea on tae
second day of the match.

Kambli gets yet
another recall

BARODA, India, Aug 6: Indi-
a's cricket selectors on Friday
recalled left-hand batsman
Vinod Kambli for two upcoming
one-day tournaments in Sri
Lanka and Singapore, reports
AFP.

Kambli, 27, replaces former
captain Mohammad Azharud-
din, who did not want to be con-
sidered because of the slow re-
covery of his recently-operated
right shoulder.

Young wicketkeeper M S K
Prasad takes over from the in-
jured Nayan Mongia in the only
other change from the World
Cup squad, which failed to
make the semifinals in June.

Ajay Jadeja has been re-
tained as vice-captain of the 15-
man squad, led by Kambli's
childhood friend Sachin Ten-
dulkar,

India take on newly-
crowned world champions
Australia and hosts Sri Lanka
from August 22 to 31. The Indi-
ans then meet Zimnbabwe and
the West Indies in another
three-nation tournament in

Singapore from September 2

o 7.
TEAM

Sachin Tendulkar [captain);
Ajay Jadeja (vice-captain],
Sadagopan Ramesh, Saurav
Ganguly, Rahul Dravid, Amay
Khurasia, Vinod Kambli. Robin
Singh, MSK Prasad. Anil Kum-
ble, 'Nikhil . Chopra; Ajil
Agarkar. Javagal Srinath.
Venkatesh Prasad. Debashish
Mohanty.

Coach: Anshuman Gaekwad

LONDON, Aug 6
(AFP/Reuters):

i English County

- Championship

| favourites Surrey,

berseaenieaet [ClOSnie miss

their top hatting stars, erush

Glamorgan on Thursday to

draw away from their rivals at

the top of the table,

Surrey. who held a 34-point
advantage over second-placed
Leicestershire before this
match at The Oval, won by an
innings and 84 runs, earning
anolher 19 points.

Their star was Pakistani off-
spinner Saqlain Mushtaq, who
took five for 18.

Despite the absence of Alec
Stewarti, Mark Butcher and
Graham Thorpe who are play-
ing for England against New
Zealand at Old Traflord, Surrey
were always in command.

Wiih a 208-run lead. thanks
to big-hitting Alistair Brown's
124 laced with 13 fours and two
sixes, after dismissing Glamor-
gan for 101 in their first in-
nings, Saqglain helped decimate
the Welsh side again as they
were bowled out for 84.

With Leicestershire, last
year's champions, not starting
their match against Warwick-
shire until today, Surrey ex-
tended their lead to 54 points
with five games left.

They have won eight of their
last nine matches, including
five in succession.

However, Saqlain was not
the only spinner on form.

Sri Lankan Muttiah Mu-
ralitharan, a sensation at Lan-
cashire during his first season
there despite having a disap-
pointing World Cup in England,
took four for 22 on a day of fluc-
tuating fortunes as Derbyshire
were dismissed for 132 at
Derby.

England seamer Peter Mar-
tin did the rest of the damage,

with five for 51.

That pave Lancashire a first-
innings advantage of 92 runs
and that was extended to 183 by
the close. with five second-in-
nings wickets standing. Pace-
man Paul Aldred took all five
wickets.

Yorkshire all-rounder Gavin
Hamilton, meanwhile, further
advanced his claims to an Eng-
land call-up with another ca-
reer-best innings against
Worcestershire at Headingley.

The Scot ran out of partners
and was left stranded on 94 not
out, having made an undefeated
84 in Yorkshire's previous
championship match.

Yorkshire ended in a strong
position, with Worcestershire

Australia will
tour LLanka

SYDNEY, Aug 6: Australia's
cricket tour of Sri Lanka will
go-ahead next month despite a
spate of attacks by Tamil sepa-
ratists, Australian Cricket
Board (ACB] chief executive
Malcolm Speed said Friday. re-
ports AFP.

He miade the announcement
after being briefed by foreign af-
fairs officials on the security
situation,

The Australian team will
arrive in Sri Lanka on August
16 for a triangular one-day se-
ries and three Tests.

Australian supporters Lrav-
elling to the country have been
warned to stay awai; from the
war zone in the north of the is-
land, where the Tamil minority
is fighting for an independent
homeland.

Australia boycotted their Sri
Lankan leg of the 1996 World
Cup after a suicide truck
bomber killed 90 people and
maimed 1,000 in the capital of
Colombo.

Marauding Saqlain, Murali

on 44 for one in their second
innings, still needing another
240 runs to make the hosts bat
again.

Kent ran up 541 against Es-
sex at Canterbury with Andrew

Symonds making 132 in his
last match before joining the
Australian party for their tour
of Sri Lanka.

Essex were 174 for three at

close.

BRIEF SCORES

At Bristol: Gloucestershire
265-6 (M Alleyne 75, R Russell
57 not out, R Cunliffe 52. J
Stegl;ensun 4-45) v Hampshire

Derby: Lancashire 224 (G
Chapple 83, P Aldred 6-83) and
91-5 (P Aldred 5-50) v Der-
byshire 132 (P Martin 5-51, M
Muralitharan 4-22)

At Riverside: Sussex 231 (P
Cottey 53, N Killeen 4-46} and
42-4 (S Brown 4-25) v Durham
141 (J Lewry 4-36)

At Canterbury: Kent 541 (A
Symonds 132, M Ealham 80, R
Key 77) v Essex 174-3 (R C Irani
61 not) :

At Southgate: Middlesex 291
(D Nash 92, B Hutton 59, V
Drakes 6-64, P Franks 4-96) v
Nottinghamshire 276-5 (J Gal-
gg? 74, G Archer 58, P Johnson

At Northampton: Northamp-
tonshire 111 (M Bulbeck 5-45)
and 20-0 v Somerset 422-9 dec
(K Parsons 80, J Cox 69. J I D
Kerr 64)

At The Oval: Surrey (19pts)
beat Glamorgan (4pts) by an in-

s and 124 runs

lamorgan 101 (B Hollioake
5-51) and 84 (Saqglain Mushtaq
5-18) v Surrey 309 (A Brown
124, M Bicknell 57) '

At Headingley: Worcester-
shire 90 (P M Hutchison 6-35)
and 44-1 v Yorkshire 374 (G
Hamilton 94 not out. D Byas 67,
A McGrath 51, A Sheriyar 4-94)

have become suspicious. It just
never happened.

"Any notion that Pakistan
‘threw” the World Cup final is
pure science fiction as lar as I'm
concerned, completely ridicu-
lous,” said Pybus.

NBL badminton
concludes

The closing ceremony of Na-
lional Bank First Division
badminton league held yester-
day at the NSC wooden floor
gymnasium under the auspices
of Bangladesh Badminton Fed-
eration, reports BS5.

Minister for Youlh, Sports
and Cultural Affairs Obaidul
Quader distributed prizes
among the successful players as
the chief guest.

M Nurul Islam, chairman of
the National Bank and presi-
dent of Bangladesh Badminton
Federation was present.

Surjatarun Club became
champions in the men's group
while ' Bangladesh Biman
clinched the title in the wom-

CIl's group.
Pallima Cricket
Centre launched

A new cricket club, Pallima
Cricket Centre, was inaugurated
yesterday to enrich country's
cricket, reports UNB.

The cricket centre has
launched its activities with 40
young trainees.

On the occasion Pallima
Sangsad organised a function
in its premises, which was
presided over by chairman of
the advisory committee of the
Sangsad Halizur Rahman.

Deputy Minister for LGRD
and Cooperatives Saber Hos-
sain Chowdhury was present as
the chief guest while captain of
the national team Aminul Is-
lam general secretary of BCB
Sayed Ashratul Huq and secre-
tary general of Cricketers' Fo-
rum Shakil Kashem as the spe-
cial guests.

Members of the national
team also attended.
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Loecal ericket idol Minhazul Abedin

at your doorstep’ contest.

spending a busy time with two children on Thursday, the second day nf the ‘Nannu
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AUCKLAND, Aug
{3 (Internet report):
injured New
Zealand cricketer
L Simon Doull
- e = should  find out
next week whether he still has
an international future.

The Kiwi swing bowler ar-
rived home from the England
lour yesterday morning after
aggravating an injury to his
right knee, and is scheduled to
be assessed by surgeon Barry
Tietjens early next week,

The disconsolate Doull - who
turns 30 today - confirmed on
his arrival that there was doubt
not only over his availability
for next month's tour of India,
but also over his chances of
playing again.

"Right now it's just bone-on-
bone," he said of the trouble-
some knee, which he injured
during the first Test at EdJ bas-
ton and then again in the dress-
ing room at Grace Road - follow-
ing his comeback game against
Leicestershire this week.

“I'm not sure whether I can
come back or not. [ don't know
what will happen. I'm supposed
to see the specialist next week
and I guess | won't know exactly
what the story is until after
then.”

The blow caps an injury-
plagued career for Doull, who,
after making his Test debut

| against Zimbabwe in 1992, was

forced out of the tour by injury
soon after and had to wait a fur-
ther year to play at the top level.

He was also invalided out of
the 1994 tour of England (before
he even played in first-class
match), and last

year's tour of Sri Lanka.

The Hamilton-based med-

inm-fast bowler has not had

much better Juck on the injury
front at home either,

missing the Centenary Test
against South Africa and twno
home Tests against Sri Lanka
in 1995, belore being over-
looked for selection during
Glenn Turner's eight-Test reign
in 1995-96.

However, in the time he has
managed to play Doull has
emerged as the best swing-
bowler in New Zealand, and for
a lengthy siretch was ranked in
the top-10 Test bowlers by the
respected Wisden Monthly
magazine,

Second only to Chris Cairns
(of the present team) in terms of
Test dismissals, Doull has

taken 97 wicketls and is within
reaching distance ol becoming
the 10th New Zealander to take
100.

He said the question of

SIMON D{'JUILL

Bad knee may bowl Doull

whether he would eclipse the
milestone was not one that kept
him awake at night.

"It's not something I think
about; | don't let it play on my
mind.” Doull said from Auck-
land International Airport.

"Naturally, it's something
which weuld be nice to achieve
but I've never really been too
caught up in stats. so it's not
worrying me.”

However, New Zealand
Crickel's operations manager
and ex-officio selector John

Reid believes it would be a "great
shame” for both Doull and the
national cricket team if a

worse-case scenario arose from
the present injury.

"Simon's not only the pre-
dominant swing-bowler in New
Zealand but he's well-respected
offshore as well and we all bope
he can recover from this and
continue a hugely impressive
career.

Doull's match-winning abil-
ities were demonstrated as re-
cently as last summer, when he
took seven for 65 at the Basin
Reserve to set New Zealand up
for a Test series win against In-
dia. Since then, though, he has
taken just seven wickets for 410
runs in five and a half Tests.

Reid said that while the in-
jury was an undoubted concern
to the Kiwi side, New Zealand at
least had a reasonable depth in
terms of pace bowlers.

"We're very pleased with the
way Dion Nash, Chris Cairns
and Geoff Allott have been per-
forming, we're optimistic about
the development of Andrew
Penn, Shayne O'Connor and
Chris Drum. and we also see
possibilities for guys like David
Sewell and Carl Bulfin."




