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Lokomotiv

deny selling
stars

MOSCOW, Aug 3: Locomotiv
Moscow head coach Yuri

Syomin has denied rumours in .|

Russian media that the Premier
Division side plans to sell its
best players, reports Reuters.

"We're not selling our team
with the European season just
around the corner,” Syomin
told Reuters today.

"Of course, vou can never
%uarantee anything these days

ut, to my knowledge, none of

our best players are for sale.”

Locomotiv, who reached the
semifinals of the Cup Winners'
Cup in each of the last two sea-
sons, begin their European
campaign next week in the
UEFA Cup qualifying round.

Reports in Russian press
said that Locomotiv, in dire
need of cash at the moment,
tried to unload several of their
top players to a number of Eu-
ropean clubs,

They named goalkeeper Rus-
lan Nigmatullin, Russian in-
ternational midfielder Alexei
Smertin and Georgian striker
Zaza Dzhanashia as the ones
likely to leave.

Locomeotiv, currently second
in the premier division and
trailing Spartak Moscow by 13

ints. recently sold Belarus de-
ender Sergei Gurenko to Italy's
AS Roma for $4 million.

"We have a verbal agreement
with Lazio that  Nigmatullin

will stay will us at least until
the end of this year.," Syomin
said.

“The same applies to the oth-
ers as well."

Nevertheless, last week
Syomin signed veteran keeper
Yuri Okroshidze from first di-
vision side: Rubin Kazan as a

back-up just in case Nigmat-
ullin does leave.

Hewitt hopeful

ADELAIDE, Australia. Aug
3. Rising Australian tennis star
Lleyton Hewitt will undergo a
scan on his injured left ankle
here Wednesday but is confident
of playing again within three
weeks, reports AFP,

hlilewi]tt, 18, turéled the ankle
while playing Andre Agassi in
the semil%;aﬁ; of the JIES Ange-
les Open on Saturday and flew
home to Adelaide to recuperate
Monday.

There were fears he would
miss the US Open, which starts
at the end of this month in New
York, and Davis Cup semifinal
against Russia in Brisbane in
late September.

“But Hewitt's mother; Cheri-
lgn. and manager John Me-

urdy said Tuesday he was con-
fident of playing in the Long Is-
land ATP tournament in the
lead-up week to the US Open.

Cherilyn Hewitt said X-rays
had cleared him of any bhone
damage, but he would have a
magnedic resonance”imaging
(MRI) scan Wednesday to deter-
mine the extent of ligament
damage. : xil

‘It is very swollen and very
black and blue and he is going
to have some doctors look at it
tomorrow (Wednesday),” she
said.

‘He might be looking at get-
ting a wildcard to Long Island
or Boston, he wasn't originally
going to play those, he was go-
ing to take a week off before the

US Open.
Pearce going
to West Ham

' LONDON, Aug 3: Former
England defender Stuart Pearce
on Monday agreed to:sign for
West Ham on a free transfer
from English Premiership ri-
vals Newcastle, reports AFP.

The move is subject to Pearce
passing a medical,

The tough-tackling full-back
was taken to St James' Park,
also on a free transfer. by for-
mer Magpies boss Kenny Dal-
glish at the start of the 1997-98
SEeason,

The 37-year-old started his
career with non-league Weald-
stone, who sold him to Coven-
try City before he played 12 sea-
sons at Nottingham Forest.

Comaneci has
a dream

BUCHAREST, Aug 3: Nadia
Comaneci said today she hoped
her native Romania might soon
boast a gymnastics academy
like the one she runs with her
husband in the United States.

"A gymnastics academy in
Romania is a greal project
which would invelve lot of
funds: but it would be possible
with foreign investment,” the
former Olympic triple gold
medalist told Reuters.

"For the moment; there's
nothing concrete,” added the 38-
year-old who married former
US gymnast Bart Conner in
Bucharest three years ago.

she said she wanted the
luture academy to be named
after her.

"This -academy should be
open not enly to asts from
Romania, but to young talents
from around the world," she
added.

Comaneci is leading 13 girl
gymnasts from her Oklahoma
Academy on a ‘two-week
lraining session in Romania
which will include a visit to her
hometown of Onesti.

She plans to visit the town's
gymnastics school, which was
named after her, and where she
trained as a schoolgirl for her
historic performance at the
1976 Montreal Games:;

Comaneci 'won three gold
medals; a silver and a bronze as
a 14-year-old at the Games.

Comaneci, who scored the
first "perfect 10" in world

mnastics, fled to the US
shortly before the 1989 fall and
execution of Romania's dictator
Nicolae Ceausescu.

She became honorary
president of the Romanian
%Tmnastlcs Federation in 1996,

€ previous year she donated

100,000 dollars for the
development of local
gymnastics.

Golden Boot for Gunners

LONDON, Ang 3.
Davor Suker will
lill the wvoid cre-
ated at Arsenal by
the departure of
Nicolas Anelka,

The Crodtian internationsl

striker will join the English
Premiership side from Real

'SUKER-MAN' IN LONDON:;
Suker showing his No 9 Arsenal shirt after signing for the
Premiership top guns at Highbury on August 2,

Madrid in a 5 million dollar
deal while French interna-
tional Anelka goes in the oppo-
-site direction; reports AFP.

Suker, 31, will move to
Wighbury from Real Madrid af-
ter falling out with Bernabeu
eoach John Toshack.

The Croatian striker was

......

—AFP photo

winner ol the 'Golden Boot
award after becoming top scorer
at the 1998 World Cup with six
froals.

Arsenal manager Arsene
Wenger confirmed that SuKer
has taken a pay cut to move: to
Highbury after exercising an es-
cape clause in his contract.

‘It is very unusual, but that
is what is refreshing for Arse-
nal,” said Wenger.

"During the World Cup he
was outstanding. Everything
about him was for the team.”

Wenger did not even attempt
to sign the Croatian after the
World Cup, saying: "I felt he
would nnt be on the transfer
market.”

Suker has Ei%l]'led a four-year
contract at Highbury but still
needs to receive a work permit
and that may not arrive in time
for Saturday's opening English
Premiership fixture against Le-
icester City. ;

suker has a formidable
track record as a goal-scorer. He
scored three in the Euro '96 fi-
nals for Croatia in Ergland and
in France, spearheaded his
country's surprise march 1io
third place in the tournament.

He is Croatia's record
goalscorer with 41 goeals in 49
appearances but has had a

mixed career with Real since
them after Euro '96.

He helped them win the
Spanish League a year later and
was part of the squad which
lifted the European Cup in 1998
although be only appeared in
the starting 11 on sporadic oc-
casions:

Earlier this year he fell out
with Toshack and was banned
from training with the first
team squad.

It was imperative that we
strengthened the strike-force at
Arsenal before the start of the
season and Davor is a special
talent who will help boost our
campaign.” Wenger said.

"He is a quality striker with
experience in the Champions'
League and will undoubtedly be
a great asset for us.”

henry Arsenal’s

record signing on Tuesday when

record

LONDON,
3{Internet Re-
port): _French
World Cup star
Thierry Henry be-
came  Arsenal's

Aug

the Gunners paid 10.5 million
pounds for the Juventus striker,
according to the Turin club,

* -

 THIERRY

L

ventus player since Janu

!

Arsenal's bid for Henry was

the most open secret of the week
following the controversial sale
of Nicolas '‘Anelka  to Real
Madrid. The player was due to
arrive in London later in the
day after the Gunners agreed a
fee with Juventus.

Henry, still only 22, was

France's top scorer with three
%ﬂa]s at last year's World Cup
1

nals and had only been a J;E

er moving to Italy I[rom

Monaco.

According to press reports,

the deal with Juventus was con-
ditional on Anelka not being
sold to a rival Serie’A club: "We
will not help a team that helps
EIL!I":I rivals,” a Juve spokesman
said,

Although Arsenal were un-

catch

happyabout Real Madrid's orig-
inal approach for Anelka, his
transter to Spain ended up
working in the Gunners' favour
in order to secure the services of
Henry who has long expressed a

" desire to link up again with Ar-

sene Wenger under whom he
played at Monaco.

Henry's signature follows
that of Croatian World Cup star
Davor Suker 24 hours earlier
and means that Arsenal now
have the four top-class strikers
that Wenger insisted would be
needed to challenge Manchester

+United for European and do-

mestic honours.

Wenger now has a delicate
juggling act to perform. With
Dennis Bergkamp waiting in
the wings and Nigerian striker
Kanu performing superbly up

front. the Arsenal boss has to
decide which two ol his potent
strike force to leave out for Sat-
urday's opening game against
Leicester.

Normann
joins
- Coventry

LONDON, Aug 3: English
Premiership side Coventry on
Monday clinched the signing of
Norwegian winger Runar Nor-
mann for an undisclosed fee,
reports AFP.

Coventry manager Gordon
Strachan said the final sum
agreed with Lillestrom was
"way below" the 1 million
pound figure quoted in media
reports at the weekend.

Coventry are believed to
have-agreed a sliding scale deal,
which will be subject to the
number of appearances made by
21-year-old Normanr.

". am delighted to sign
Runar," said Strachan. "Lets
put it this way. | wouldn't have
liked the thought of him going
somewhere else.”

contract.

Keane ready
for return

LONDON, Aug 3: Manchester
United captain Roy Keane was
sel 1o take his first step back
irom injury on Tuesday in a
fund-raising friendly in
Omagh, Northern Ireland, re-
ports AFFP.

The Republic of Ireland cap-
tain has been out since limping
off during the FA Cup Final win
over Newcastle in May and has
been having treatment on an
ankle injury since,

Keane is part of ‘a stron
United squad for a game whic
will raise funds for families of
Omagh bomb victims.

Negotialions continue,
meanwhile, between Keane and
the club in a bid to reach agree- |

ment on-an extension to h?s_
. N, 5 g T % L | |

Hcbady humiles
Di Pasquale

AMSTERDAM, Aug 3: Fren-
chman Arnaud di Pasquale
caused the first upset of the
475,000-dollar Dutch Open here
on Monday when he sent top-
seeded Dominik Hrbaty of
slovakia spinning out of the
first round, reports AFP,

Hrbaty was unable to find
the form which saw him reach
the semifinals of Roland Garros
and bowed out in straight sets
in the very first match of the
event.

Di Pasquale led 5-1 in the
second set only for Hrbaty to
save three match points and
break the Frenchman. In the
ninth game, however, Di
Pasquale served out for the
match, winning 6-2, 6-3.

Two other seeded players,
third-seeded Brazilian Fer-
nando Meligeni and second-
seeded Mariano Zabaleta of Ar-
gentina, both advanced.

Meligeni, also a French Open
semi-finalist this year, defeated
Spain's Alberto Berasategui 6-3,
7-6, while Zabaleta cﬁawned
Duteh qualifier Raemon Sluiter
6-3, 4-6, 7-6.

Swedish veteran Magnus
Gustafsson saved a match point
belore defeating the Czech Re-
public's Bohdan Ulihrach 2-8,

| 75 6-1.

Iﬂrench 1nternat10nal Bixente Lizarazu (C) of Bayer _
Germain's Bruno Rodriguez (R) during their Opel Masters' 99 friendly encounter at the

'} Parc des Princes on August 2.

THErE

n Munich intercepting Paris Saint’

i T
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} ‘Kanchelskis,

GLASGOW, Aug 3: Scottish
champions Rangers have
promised a full investigation
into reports that a journalist
was assaulted outside their
Ibrox stadium on Monday, re-
ports AFP.

Chris Gilmour, a football
correspondent for the Scottish
Sun newspaper, went to the club
with the intention of speaking
to winger Andrei Kanchelskis
over the 40,000 pound (60,000
dollar) ‘bung’ claim made by Sir
Alex Ferguson, the Russian in-
ternational's former manager
at Manchester United.

However, when Gilmour ap-
proached Kanchelskis, he was
stopped by a member of the
Rock Steady security team,
which is employed to patrol
Ibrox.

Gilmour claimed he was
pushed in the chest by the secu-
rity guard. grabbed in a head-
lock and was almost wrestled to
the ground.

e then said the security

guard swore at him repeatedly

efore a supervisor was called
to restore order.

Ranchelskis escaped the
melee without comment but
Rangers said they would launch
an inquiry.

“If the journalist is claiming
assault, then we cannot com-
ment on the specifics of the in-
cident," said a spokeswoman
for the club on Tuesday.

“We have an initial report
and we will be discussing the
general circumstances in more
detail with the company as a
matter of urgency.”

Little becomes
West Brom
manager

WEST BROMWICH, England.
Aug 3. Former Aston Villa
manager Brian Little was
named as the new manager of
English first division club West
Bromwich Albion on Tuesday,
reports: AFP.

Little, previously boss at
Wolverhampton Wanderers,
Leicester City, Aston Villa and
Stoke City, has succeeded Den-
nis Smith, who was fired by the
club last month.

Little guit Stoke earlier this
summer and becomes the eighth
Albion managet in the last
decade,

West Brom chairman Ton
Hale said: "Little has built up g
remarkable track record of suc-
cess al a number of clubs and
were delighted to be taking him
on board.”

Babayaro
let off the

° _hook

LONDON, Aug 3: Nigerian®
fo0Th AW I iernational ée&e
tilie. Babayare, who plays dog
English Premiership @ elub
Chelsea, was cleared on Monday
of indecently assaulting -a
woman, reports AFP.

A judge directed the jury to
find the 20-year-old, who came
to the London club from Ander-
lecht two years ago. not guilty,
saying the prosecution case was
"riddled with contradictions.”

Two co-defendants were also
cleared.

W ales consider
Venables'
demands

CARDIFF, Aug 3: The Foot-
ball Association of Wales [FAW)
was sel o make an announce-
ment regarding the new Welsh
national team coach late on
Tuesday, reports AFP.

FAW ecouncillors met at a
Cardiff hotel to decide on a re-
placement for Bobby Gould,
who quit in June,

Former England boss Terry
Venables, who is believed to be
asking for a 200,000 pounds-a-
year deal. was contacted late on
Monday night by FAW officials
for final talks and was reported
to be waiting by the phone for
the council meeting decision.

But it was believed Chester
boss Kevin Ratcliffe was also
involved in lale night talks
while Southampton's Mark
Hughes was also contacted.

The FAW council must de-
cide whether they are prepared
to-accept “‘Jena{;les' pay de-
mands: or decide on a cheaper
oplion;

Y esaulenko
dismisses
i
y

Fergie's tale

MOSCOW, Aug 3: Spartak
Moscow deputy president Grig-
ory Yesaulenko rejected Sir
Alex Ferguson's bribery claims,
branding the Scot's story as an
advertising ploy to boosst sales
of his memoires. reports AFP.

°I am puzzled by the strange

statements of Mr. Ferguson.'
Yesaulenko told the-Russian

'"daily Sport Express on Tuesday.

"We discussed Kanchelskis'
future when we met that time,
but it was nothing like the story
which was described in his
memoires,” he added

"I'think this is an attempt to
attract more attention to his
memoires," Yesaulenko said.

Spartak's deputy president
also said he did not have time to
mount a legal challenge to Fer-

son's claim, saying he was too

usy running the club and
wanted to avoid involvement in
the "disgusting” allegations.

Russia's former interna-
tional Andrei Kanchelskis said
he was shocked by Ferguson's
claim, adding he considered the
allegation the fruit of Fergu-
son's vivid imagination,

"1 never received any money
for my transfer to Everton - this
is complete gibberish. If ‘ynu ask
any of the serious football
ag&nts they would say this is
absolutely impossible," said

e R

CAIRO, Aug 3:
Egypt's national
soccer chiefs re-
signed en masse
on Monday after

President Hosni
Mubarak warned that heads
would roll over the national
team s humiliating defeat at the
hands of Arab rivals Saudi
Arabia, - reports-AFP.

“Alter five hours of storm
debate; the Egyptian Football
Federation's managing council
handed in its collective resigna-
tion to Primme Minister Kamal
al-Ganzuri," the pgovernment
daily Al-Gumhuriya reported in
its Tuesday edition.

The sports committee of the
Egyptian parliament is to meet
m emergency session Thursday
to discuss the humiliating de-
feat at the hands of Arab rivals
Saudi Arabia, MPs told the
Egyptian news agency MENA

LAMBS TO THE SLAUGHTER? Members of ﬁhe undex; fi
team Hussam Hassan (L) and Mohammed Emara look dej

"The whole of the national
team's coaching staff also ten-
dered their resignation,” the
paper said.

Mubarak had asked the
prime minister for an "urgent
report” into Thursday's shock
5-1 defeat in the FIFA Confed-
erations Cup in Mexico City fol-
lowing widespread public out-
rage. '

The president told govern-
ment newspapers he wanted "all
the details and reasons for the
mediocre perforinance” so that
he could "punish those respon-
sible."

Mubarak had proudly
greeted the team from the plane
after it won the African Nations
Cup in 1998, but only riot police
and security forces were at
Cairo airport overnight Sunday
to protect them from the public.

In the event an angry crowd
never materialized but riot po-
lice-were out in force again on

ve Egyptian national football
: _ . ected on arrival at the Cairo
Airport on-August 2 following their ill-fated Confederations' Cup campaign in Mexico.

—AFP photo

Kgypt's soccer boss’ resign

Monday evening for the erunch
fﬂn.thalf fedﬂrat%ﬂn meeting.

The team's trainer Fathi
Mabruk accused the referee of
bias toward the Saudis. "If three
of the Saudis had been sent off.
as was the case for Egypt, the
score would have been 10 to O
for Egypt." he told reporters.

But the defeat stunned the
millions of Egyptians who fol-
lowed the match on television
in their homes or at open-air
cafes, hotels and outside store
windows,

A retired man and a worker
died in the Mediterranean cit
of Alexandria following "a sud)-(
den surge in blood pressure due
to their anger over the team's
defeat,” the government daily
Al-Ahram reported.

. The team's performance
knocked even the Middle East
peace process ofl the front pages
of the Cairo newspapers.
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FA will talk
to Sir Alex

LONDON, Aug 3:
The English F.A..
is to ask Manch-

ﬁ ager Alexs Fergu-
LA i+ sonto discuss his
claims that-a Russian agent at-
tempted to bribe him with 40
thousand pounds (65 .000
dollars), reports Reuters.

"We will be seeking clarifi-
cation as towhat has gone on
with 5ir Alex in the next few
days

and then we will pass our
findings on to FIFA who have
jurisdiction in this matter,"
said F.A. spokesman Adrian
Bevington.

He stressed that in no way
was Sir Alex being investigated
by the F.A. for any wrongdoing.

A spokesman for the world
governing body FIFA said: "We
will not be making any com-
ment on this until after the F.A.

éster Untted i

who are on a kind of fact-find-
ing mission for us, have re-
ported back." ' _
#aFefgusom madehidelaims |
against Grigory Yessaitlenko,
now a vice:president of top Rus-
sian club Spartak Moscow, in
his autoblography 'Managing
My Life' which is being seri-
alised in the Times of London,
The European club champi-
ons manager said the threat
was made lour years ago when
Yessaulenko, then an agent,
was trying to force through the
transfer of Russian forward
Andrei Kanchelskis from
United to Everton. '
Yessaulenko's main role at
Spartak is in conducting con-
tract negotiations but he still
represents several players, in-

cluding Spartak and  Russian 3

_international striker Sergei

Yuran. He is not on FIFA's list
of accredited agents.

Korean soccer
friendly

SEOUL; Aug 3 (AP): South
Korea and North Korea will
light it out next week. On the
soccer field.

Despite rising tension in re-
cent weeks, North Korea has
agreed to go ahead with plans to
hold a workers' friendly soccer
mateh with its southern siyal, a
South Korearf lubbiir' dropp said
Tuesday.

It would be the first soccer
match beiween workers from
the two sides of the Korean
peninsula, which divided into
the communist North and the
capitalist South at the end of
World War 11 and went to war
half a decade later. In 1990, the
national teams of the two
countries played two matches,
each winning one.

in May, labour representa-
tives from each country decided
to hold two soccer matches in
gmir cagi}gals — one in North

orea's ngyang on Aug. 10
and the {:-thergg] g:guu] in ag}rear.

But the [irst match was in
doubt after a naval skirmish in
the Yellow Sea in June. =

Middlesbrough manager Bryan Robson (C) along wit

izt

h his new signings German

international Christian Ziege (L) and- Liverpool's Paul Ince at Hurworth training ground
on August 2.

—AFP photo

> = sms s [
1 wCET F o " > 1
CROSSWORD By Eugene Sheffer RN A S
ACROSS 34 Maln- 55 Goblot  17'Fell 12 B "
1 Yogl lander’s feature fo —I" = '
Bear's memento: 56 Quilters’ 19 Odin'skid = . [**
digs 35 Lacking get- 22 Interoffice | it -
5 Succumb slack together communi- 4
lo gravity 37 Poandonin 67 Undor tho cnliona 22 23 _-
B "Perslst- avanl weather 24 Pack
ence 39 Peace | away 27 o ol
of {Latin) DOWN 25 Cagers'
Memory” 41 Practice 1 Sobadit's grp 3 » * =
artist . pughsm good 26 French = . e 28
12 Culture. 42 Apeople 2 Exchange princess,
medium person’? premium historicaily a
13Halfa  45Walking 3 Expansive 27 Hitch- '
dance? on air 4 Poor ' cock’s 44 45 a6 a7 |eo
14 Evil 48 Football substitute spec
Ugandan field 5 Saili 29 Stitch 48 50
15 Fall 51 "Ship ve 30 Have a
to hit of 8 “Eurekal” bug 52 5
16 T for- Fools” 7 Bigparty 33 Close
mation ship BBea tightly o
1&?".:11har gganmﬂd 9 Texas city Hm!m e '
pu ues. exas e e ==
20 1973 response. 10 Grown-up  two CRYPTOQUIP
Bread 54 Green nits 38 Tumer APLH
sungll acres 11 Black Field [AEU IDRMZ FDR U
21 Mr. McAn. ggiution time: 26 mins teamn
23 Roman : " 40 Noon, on EUVA DL UW?
1051 AEERDE DOLDEED a sundial SDTU GEYSOYT I
GIAIRIAIG]E LIMIEIL]D|A
24I':'IEI'E' AIVIOICIEITEDIUILILIE!S EE ; MFW“TIJHVII'"
destina.  (ElEiEMRP (s s Al 44 Grump sz EET 10 DRY
tions elu YIS ElElP 11T e|w 96 Gamror - ip: TO AWAKEN HIS WORK-
28°B b 2 it i 5 R o ey R e B Hatcher Saturday's Cryploguip:
Feer  [olotalo el EHe] 47 Leifsold RS, THELORD Slflf.r"E MG AIEN D
heroine . I~V iEJE[D[N]A man O YELL, “SERFS UF:~
31 Lawyers' [siwulivieis/alllein)ilc) 48 Damp and . Today's Cryploguip clue: U equals T
org. e E|F E chilty T————— e e e et
; alN[k|alRiABMOIM[E[LIEIT ' —,.ﬁ,cnmﬁu;jsgmnmcmhwlnmﬂmmm
RE Era?;&t's S|HIE|E|T|S JBR|O|S|E sh mgﬂw!' for anothar. ﬂyn.uil}mnh that X equals O, It will equal O throughout the
chronicler =N i't.rd "-'i ._.-__—_' lrﬂi;ﬂ.ll.lliui Single lelims, shul woids and words using an aposirophe

g e

=

clues o locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error. -



