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Competition-118
v/ Tick the Correct Answers

Post to The Duily St
Win attractive prizes

Competition closes at 8 pm
i Aug6, '99 and draw
: lhﬂtﬂ? afterwards
1 -%uisﬂmnewEnglandmckgt
coach?

| Fletcher | Hussain Marsh

COMPETITION FOR SCHOOL CHILDREN |

2| Frraziﬁan footballer Rivaldo plays
or

Lazio Barcelona | Arsenal

3] Who is the captain nTArgcn'ﬂnz;
'|3mcerteam?

Simeone | Batistuta Ayala
4 | How many Grand Slam titles has
Steffi Graf won till now? :
o 23 24
5 | Who is ATP's top ranked player
right now?
Sampras| _ Moya | Agassl
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Gabriel Batistuta

(Firoentina soccer star)

"With him in the side [ would

score at least 10 more goals a
season because he is best
crosser of the ball in the world.
He (s the midfield player I rate
above all others.

On England and Manch-
ester United Midfielder David
Beckham.

Rupu’s farewell
game today

Sports Reporter

Former national football
teamn captain Satyajit Das Rupu
has decided to hang his boots.
The skillful midfielder, who
had been playing for Muktijod-
dha Sangsad for the last couple
of seasons, will formally bid
adieu to his beloved game toda
after playing for his club
against Abahani Krira Chakra
in their super four clash of the
f{eya Premier Division football
eague.

orn in Chittagong in 1965,
R;:lﬁbu began his illustrious foot-
ball career in the Dhaka league
with Farashganj Sporting Club
in 1984-85. He joined Abahani
next season and played for the
popular Dhanmondi outfit until
1991. Rupu then spent four
years in Brothers Union and a

ar in Mohammedan Sporting
efore joining Muktijoddha
Sangsad in 1996.

Rupu, a former Dhaka Uni-
versity student, played for the
national team for eleven years
beginning from 1985 and cap-
tained Bangladesh in the first
SAARC football tournament in
1995.

In his hay-day, Rupu cap-
tained Abahani in 19980-91,
Dhaka University in 1993 and
Brothers Union in 1994.

Indian refs

m town
Sports Reporter

Two Indian football referees
from Calcutta arrived in the
capital fvesterda},* to conduct the
'super four’ matches of the on-

oing Keya Premier Division
ootball league.

Of the two. Gopinath Pain. a
FIFA referee, conducted most of
the super league matches of the
Premier league in the 1996-97
season while the other Udayan
Halder, is an assistant FIFA
referee,

Udayan began his job con-
ducting the first match of the
super four between Mo-
.hammedan Sporting and
Arambagh Krira Sangha yes-
terday while Gopinath is likel
to start his Dhaka mission wi
today's important match be-
tween holders Muktijoddha
Sangsad and Abahani.

According to Bangladesh
Football Federation general
secretary Harun-ur Rashid MP,
both the referees will receive 50
US dollars each per-match
apart from their boarding and
meal expenses.
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Action from yesterday's Premier league Super Four fixture between Mohammedan and

Arambagh.

Anwar saves MSC's blushes

A ten-man Mo-
hammedan Spor-
ting Club rode on
a 76th minute
strike from An-

: war to stymie
their long-standing nemesis
Arambagh Krira Sangha by 1-0
i1 the opening ‘super four’
match of the Keya Premier
Football League at the Banga-
bhandhu Natioenal Stadium yes-
terday.

The league leaders appeared
lo revisit their frustrating first
phase encounter against their
Motijeel neighbours when their
defender Jahangir Patwari got
the marching order in the 66th
minute. In their meeting, the
spirited Arambagh men held
their illustrious opponents to a
goalless draw.

But Anwar, a host in himself
especially when the chips are
down, rescued the black and
whites from a possible upset' to
a wonderful victory when the
nimble forward let a long-range
shot ily past an out-of-position
Arambagh custodian Abir ten
minutes after the red card inci-
dent.

Jahangir became the third
player in the League so far to re-
ceive a red card when he com-

mitted his second bookable of-

fence for abusing linesmen R
Alam.

Indian referee Udayan
Halder, who had a mixed day in
the middle on his Dhaka foot-
ball debut, first showed the sec-
ond yellow card to Jahangir
before flashing the dreaded red
amidst fierce protest from the
aggrieved Mohammedan play-
ers.

The match, for obvious rea-
son came to a grinding halt for
about 25 minutes as the furious
Mohammedan players refused
to resume play Erutesting the
ruling against them. Wisdom,
however, finally dawned on
Mohammedan tent followin
the intervention of its genera
secretary Lokman Hossain
Bhuyian and the joint-secre-
tary of BFF Badal Roy.

But, apart from the unpleas-

Sports Reporter

ant incident, which was enough
to ‘encourage the loyal Mo-
hammedan supporters to en-
gage in brick-batting, it was an
enterprising match that fea-
tured forays and counter forays.

Although Arambagh had
nothing at stake as far as the ti-
tle race was concerned, the tra-
ditional giant-slayers were in
no mood to give up without a
fight. The lowly-rated outfit,
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" JAHANGIR .. red card.

with a legacy of inflicting trou-
bles on Mohammedans in the
past, was right on course to bet-
ter their uncanny reputation.
But at the end of the day Mo-
hammedan managed to prevail
over the threat thanks to a su-
perlative effort from Anwar,

A sensational finding of
Mohammedan this year, Anwar
scored one goal in each of the
last three matches, But the lat-
est one from the fleet-footed at-

tacking midfielder, a 30-yard
right-footer from wvirtually a
no-shooting zone, was perhaps
the best goal so far in the

e. .
Apart from Anwar’s one-
stroke brilliance, Mo-

~Shamim, Taju,

—Star photo

hammedan got a number of
chances in each half. They got
the best opportunity to go ahead
when striker Alfaz came up
with the spectacular free-kick
from the edge of the left-hand
side box, but only to be denied
by the metal work.

Arambagh also had their
share of chances. Abidul Akin,
the Nigerian recruit of Aram-
bagh, tested the Mohammedan
custodian Ponir with a scorch-
ing left-footer, which the letter
fisted away for corner. From
that resultant corner Jhony
headed the ball into an empty
post, but only to be saved by
Ruhul Amin from goalline.

Jhony muffed up another
chance in the 73rd minute when
he headed an imaginative left-
side Ritu cross wide off the
mark with Ponir beaten fair
and square. -y

Rakib got a golden opportu-

nity to give Mohammeédan a 2-0

lead three minutes from the fi-

nal whistle. But the national

winger shot the ball straight to
Abir in a one-to-one situation.

It was Mohammedans' ninth
win from ten outings. They are
now leading the table with 28
points. On the other hand
Arambagh remained glued to
their previous collection of 156
points.

Tajuddin and Abidul Akin of
Arambagh were cautioned with
yellow cards in the match.

TEAMS

MOHAMMEDAN SC: Ponir,
Faisal, Ruhul Amin, Monwar
Munna, Jahangir, Selim,
Motiur Munna, Rakib, Anwar
(Rezaul), Mizanur Rahman
(Askar Babu) and Alfaz.

ARAMBAGH KS: Abir, Titu,
Choton, Montu, Mithu,
Manik, Asif
(Abidul Akin), Ritu and Jhony.

Referee: Udayan Halder.

TODAY’'S MATCHES

Badda Jagorani vs Mirpur
Chalantika (3.30 pm)

Muktijoddha ws Abahani
(5.30)

LONDON, Aug 3
(Internet reEnrt]:
Graeme Hick as-
1 sembles with the
’ | England squad at

Old Trafford knowing that he is
not the only batsman on trial
in this week's third Test against
New Zealand.

The Worcestershire man has
earned the eighth recall of his
international career, which
stretches back to 1991, along-
side former captain Michael
Atherton to strengthen a bat-
ting line-up described as
"haemorrhaging” l:g' chairman
of selectors David Graveney af-
ter the nine-wicket defeat at
Lord's.

Leicestershire's Aftab Habib
has already paid the price for
the Lord's debacle while Peter
Such and Chris Silverwood
have also been added to the last
Test squad for a match crucial
not only to the outcome of the
Cornhill series but also in at-
tempting to restore the confi-
dence of the public.

"Eve:ybudry we speak to has a
strong vote for these players as
the best seven batsmen in the
country, but now is the time
they have to deliver,"” stressed
Graveney.

"The players realise there
have been plenty of obituaries
written about English cricket
after Lord's - it's time to turn
things around.”

at threat applies mainly

Ctg handball

CHITTAGONG, Aug 3: Police
Lines High School becgme
champions in the boys' group
while Nurul Islam City Corpo-
ration High School won in the
girls' group title of the Kwality
Schiool Handball competition
that concluded at the Dampara
Police Lines ground here today,
reports BSS.
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to the inconsistent form of both
Alec Stewart and Mark Ram-
prakash, who is expected to
compete with Hick for the final
batting spot should captain
Nasser Hussain make an unex-

ected recovery from the bro-

en finger he sustained at
Lord’s.

But if he is givén the chance
to shine at Old Trafford, Hick
remains confident he can fi-
nally establish himself with
England and bury his image as
one of world cricket's biggest
enigmas.

"There have been one or two
careers gone before that have
certainly been cut short for no
real reason so [ would have been
a little disappointed if that had
happened to me,” claimed Hick.

‘I've a few years left yet. I

Hick faces yet another test

never thought the Test career
would be over as long as I was
playing - I'm as good as any
player there is around.

I've had lots of things
thrown at me in the past and
I've been through lots. but I just
want to go out there and play
my cricket." |

If Hick's selection was some-
thing of a surprise, Atherton's
recall was expected although
brought forward sooner than
England had originally antici-

ated after his long lay-off with
Back trouble.

Atherton had hoped to se-
cure selection for this winter's
tour to South Africa and Zim-
babwe, but the dismal form of
England's batting has prompted
the selectors to promote him
immediately despite concerns
over his long-standing back
condition. ,

"It's a bit earlier than |
thought, and probably a bit
early for the selectors,” admit-
ted Atherton. "They were strug-
gling to ling out for a long time
exactly what the problem was
with my back, but I've had jabs
and there have been no reac-
tions on the day after.

"Of course you always have a
few self doubts about comin
back, but I always thought
would get fit again - [ wasn't go-

to give up.
mg“l*dgiset aptargct of getting on
tour. I've been pleased with the
way I've played since I came
back and I've been pretty dedi-
cated, worked hard. It's pretty
boring sort of work, but I've
done a lot.

I don’'t think the time out
has done me any harm. I'm
looking to start with the same
enthusiasm again because when
you're at the stage I'm at you're
constantly trying lo re-invent
yourself and set yourself targets
and new r:halleng:s - you don't
want to get stale.

refutes

Sports Reporter
Bangladesh Cricket Board
eneral secretary Syed Ashraful
uq said that the board was
never trying to rope in former
Indian team doctor Ali Irani as

-its next physio for the national

team.

Ashraful, who returned
home on Monday after a 15-day
holiday in England, was talk-
ing to a small group of journal-
ists yesterday evening about a
report published in a Bengali
daily which claimed that the
BCB was close to appointing Dr,
Ali Irani . _

"He is a doctor and not a
physio. He doesn't come into
consideration as a physio. I
don't know anything about this
and 1 have not discussed any-
thing about Irani with an}rhocgr}r.
I don't know how one Bengali
daily has published the news,"
said an astonished Ashraful.

"As far as I'm concerned,
Irani has no qualification to
become our physio,” added
Ashraful.

When asked who would be
the next physio of the team,
Ashraful said that nothing has
been discussed yet.

About the proposed tour of
the West Indies cricket team,
Ashraful expressed his full op-
timism and said that more ne-
gnﬂatinns will take place before

nalizing the tour.

He also revealed that that a
meeting of the Asian Cricket
Council, scheduled to be held in
Colombo on August 30, will fi-
nalize everything regarding the
8th Asia Cup which is due to be
held in Dhaka early next year.

Both BCB president Saber
Hossain :Chowdhury and
Ashraful will attend the meet-
ing.

BFF waiting

for Nasim

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Football Federa~
tion (BFF) have prepared all pa-
pers regarding the preparation
of the Bangabandhu Cup and
now are waiting for the ap-
proval of organizing committee
chairman Home Minister Mo-

+hammmad Nasim who is sched:
uled to return home today from

France,
+oa This. was, revealed by.BFF
eneral secretary Harun-ur
shid MP while talking to The
Daily Star at the Bangabandhu
National Stadium yesterday.

“ We have drafted all the sub-
committees and the budget for
the tournament and what we
are waiting for is the return of
our organizing commitiee
chairman from Paris tomor-
row.,

“ I'm eagerly trying to hold a
mini meeting between the BFF
president, State Minister for
Youth and Sports Obaidul
Quader and Mohammad Nasim
by tomorrow so that we can
formally begin our operation
from the day after,” said Harun.

Harun also hinted that Hun-
gary, the only country from Eu-
rope who have shown their in-
terest along with eleven other
countries. might be excluded
from the list to make it a 12-
team event which will also fea-
ture hosts Bangladesh. The
other eleven countries are:
Brazil, Ghana, Indonesia,
Malaysia, India, Nepal, Kuwait,
Suutﬁ Korea, Japan. Uzbek-
istan and Thailand.

" We need almost one crore
Taka to bring teams from
Ghana and Brazil. If we include
Hungary. we need another 50
lakhs which will be too expen-
sive for us. Anyway that is also
depending on our organization
comimittee chairman,” Harun
said.

Harun also revealed that the
Government has already ap-
proved the idea of holding LEE
second Banganadhu Cup at the
Bangabandhu National Sta-
dium from August 25 to
September 7. A letter in this
connection from the Ministry
of Youth and Sports reached the
BFF last week.

IFA Shield
AIFF mvites
Badda

Sports Reporter
Badda Jagarani Sangsad
will take part in the 105th IFA
Shield football fournament
scheduled to be held in Calcutta

from September 1 to 12, say a

press release.

All Indian Football Federa-
tion [AIFF), the organizer of the
oldest football tournament in
India, has invited Badda, one of

- the ten teams playln% in the
o

Keya Premier league, for their
superb performance in the In-
dependence Day Cup held in
West Dinajpur in West Bengal
early this year where Abahani
also took part. Badda defeated
Abahani in the semifinal and
eventually won. the tourna-
ment.

The winners of the shield
will receive six lakh Indian Ru-
pees as cash award.

Div Two chess
from Aug 20

Sports Reporter
The Second Division chess
league will be held in the capital
from August 20 under the aus-

pices of Banglades¥ Chess Fed-
eration,
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_Accountability Bureau winds up inquiry

KARACHI, Auﬁ 3
(AFP): An ad-hoc
committee of the
Pakistan Cricket
Board (PCB) on
Tuesday named a
new selection committee but
deferred the appointment of a
team captain. official sources
said.

Former captain and com-
mentator Rameez Raja was
among the three seleciors
headed by former wicketkeeper
Naushad Ali, the sources said.
The third member was former
first class spinner Abdur
Raquib. .

Wicketkeeper batsman Moin
Khan was likely to take charge
as skipper in the wakc of Wasim
Akram's suspension, the
sources said, adding that a deci-
sion was expected within a few
days.

Wasim, batsman Salim Ma-
lik and Ijaz Ahmed were sus-
pended by the ad-hoc committee
over match-fixing allegations
against them.

The committee announced
the trio would not be considered
for selection until they proved
their innocence.

The Accountability Bureau
has completed an inquiry into
the allegations against the trio
and some other players.

The findings have been sent
to the ad-hoc committee which
will pass the report on to a ju-
dicial commission which has
been conducting an investiga-
tion since September last year.

The bureau’s report has also
been sent to Pakistani Presi-
dent Muhammad Rafiq Tarrar;
who is patron of the cricket
board, officials said,

The bureau interrogated
Wasim, ljaz and Malik and sev-
eral other plavers.

The officials said a decision
on whether to make the find-
ings public had not yet been
taken.

The News daily, quoting un-
named sources, said the bureau
had submitted a balanced re-
port aimed at not only protect-
ing Pakistan's image but also
ensuring the match-fixing issue
was closed for good.

The newspaper however said
the report suggested heavy fines
for the suspended Wasim, but at
the same time it urged Wasim be
cleared to represent Pakistan in
the coming season.

The ad hoc committee had
ruled earlier that it would under
no circumstarrce keep crick-
eters with controversy in the
team.

The decision came on the
basis of a one-year-old interim
report by the cricket board im-

licating the three in match-
xing and bribery.
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The report had also named
Saglain Mushtaq, Mushtaqg
Ahmed, Wagar Younis, Moin
Khan and Inzamam-ul Haq as
"beneficiaries”.
The bureau’'s investigation

also covered on and off-the-
fleld activities of players during

. the recent World Cup in which

Pakistan lost to Australia in
the final,

Now the fate of the players
depends on the findings of the
one-man judicial commission
headed by the Lahore High
Court judge Malik Mohammad
Qayyum, who is expected to fi-
nalise his probe in August.

Players have repeatedly de-
nied the allegations.

Former Test cricketers and
politicians slammed the bureau
and board's ad hoe committee
tor "mishandling”’ the issue of
match fixing and bribery.

Rameez turns selector

Cricket legend Imran Khan
said Sunday the country should
not play international cricket
until the issue of match fixing
and bribery has been resolved.

“Pakistan should not play
international cricket until the
Issue is resolved because it is
damaging the national image as
well as the image of players,”
Khan said.

Pakistan is expected to take
on India in the limited over
matches series in Canada next
month and then feature in a tri-
nation tournament at Sharjah

i :
" fﬁ%ﬂn will also tour Aus-
tralia for a three-match test se-
ries and play a triangular tour-
nament there in January next
year.

l[jaz meanwhile told 'The
News' that he had called the
PCB offices several times to ask
them abouf the suspension or-
der, but had received no official
letter as yet. He stated that al-
though the ad hoc committee
had told the press about the
suspension of the three players,
so lar they had not sent any-
thing in writing to them.

Asked as to why he was so

“concerned about the official let-

ter. the batsman said it was be-
cause an official notification
was necessary for him, if he de-
cided to go to court.

He claimed that reports
about him and Wasim being
mistreated hfl the Ehtesaab Bu-
reau officials were incorrect.
“During several hours of ques-
tioning, they (the officials) ex-
tended us all respect as national
players.”

It was after seeing the atti-
tude of the EB officials, that he
had cooperated with them; said
ljaz, adding that the question-
ing centred around his cricket-
ing career. "I'm confident that
we'll be cleared by the EB. In a
way it's good that all this has
happened. At least this match-
fixing issue should be closed for
oncee for all now."

He admitted that though the
sessions with the Ehtesaab offi-
cials last over several hours,
but it helped clear up a lot of
things.
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COLOMBO, Aug 3
(AFP}: Aravinda
de Silva is to face
an inquiry Tues-
day after Sri
Lanka's journal

Ists accused him of trying to as-
sault a press photographer dur-

ing practice under new coach
Dav atmore.

The Photo Journalists' As-
sociation of Sri Lanka in a
statement said De Silva, the ré-
cently sacked vice captain, used
foul language and raised a bottle
Monday to hit an international
news agency photographer.

"'De Silva has made some
rude gestures with his mobhile
phone." the association said,
"Fortunately, the presence of a
large number of senior players
and other photo journalists has
prevented any physical vio-
lence.”

Team Manager Chandra
Schaffter said he had received a
formal complaint from jour-
nalists and he will hold an in-
quiry at the earliest.

-1 will have a chat with Ar-

Surrey stun
SLA

LONDON, Aug 3 (Internet re-
port): Surrey staged an impres-
sive fightback to grab an un-
likely 22-run victory over Sri
Lanka A at The Oval.

The tourists, chasing 273 to
win on the final day, had seem
set for a comfortable win when
they needed just 71 with six
wickets remaining,

However, when Tuwan Dil-
shan, who hit an enterprising
127 fell with the score on 202,
Sri Lanka A collapsed and lost
their last six wickets for 49.

Dilshan's dismissal sparked
a run of three wickets in 10
balls as the Surrey bowlers
started to dominate the visitors.

s e

avinda and see what action has
lo-be taken," Schaffter said.

A spokesman for the Sports
Journalists Association said De
Silva’'s behaviour had embar-
rassed other senior players and
many wanted him disciplined
for his unprovoked outburst.

. The Sports Media Associa-
tion of Sri Lanka asked

i

ARAVINDA DE SILVA

Schaffter to take "meaningful
steps” and "pave the way for the
proper conduct of the country’s
cricketers who are looked up to
as mode] citizens and ambas-
sadors of the nation.”

De Silva's outburst Monday
came within hours of team
manager Schaffter saying they
had instilled better team disck
pline.

Schaflter said tighter disci-

a 1 hot water

pline was already being im-
Pposed inside the dressing room
and players were punctual for
praclices,

Earlier; some players had
friends walking into the dress-
ing room while other players
objected to it.

Journalists said De Silva's
rude gestures with the mobile
ghﬂne may have been prompted

Yy newspaper reports that cellu-
lar phones played a part in Sri
Lanka's dnwng;ll.

New skipper Sanath Jaya-
suriva has banned mobile
phones during training follow-
ing allegations that cellular
te e;ihc}nes played a part in Sri
Lanka's downtall at the World
Cup.

Casalidla
natlTT

Sports Reporter

Dhaka, Ansars. Biman and
Bogra won their respective
men's team event matches in
the Coca Cola 23rd national
table tennis championships
held at the NSC gﬂﬂden floor

nasium yesterday.
glmglhaka Lrgunced %aibaﬂdha
by three sets to nil while
Ansars, Biman and Bogra out-
played Rangpur, Khulna and
Nawabganj respectively by the
same margin.

[n the boy's team event,
Narail beat Rangpur 3-0,
Magura beat Thakurgaon 3-0
while Satkhira wen two
matches against Magura and
Khulna 3-0.

Both the men's and boy's fi-
nals will be held today.

In the women's team event,
Biman, Rajshahi and Ansars
beat Cnmillla. Patuakhali and
Khulna respectively by same
margin of 3-0.

Impressive Brazilian custodian Dida making a save during practice at Mexico City on

August 2 ahead of his team's Confederations' Cup final against hosts Mexico on Thursday.
—AFP photo



