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v/ Tick the Correct Answers
Post to i Dhaily Star
Win attractive prizes

Campetition closes at 8 pm
. Ang 6, '99 and draw

50[ sports |

shortly afterwards
1 |- Who is the new England crickgt
coach?
.} Fletcher | Hussain Marsh
2 E-:;azﬂian footballer Rivaldo plays
Lazio Barcelona | Arsenal
3 { Who is the captain of Argentina
soccer team?
Simeone | Batistuta Ayala

4 | How many Grand Slam titles has
Steffi Graf won till now?
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Ajay Jadeja
(Indian cricket vice-captain)
"We spend hours every day

training and preparing, but the
real thing is quite different, a

match is completely unpre-
dictable.”

Nat’l TT
Ansars begin
In style

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh Ansars made a
flying start in the 23rd national
table tennis championships
that began at the NSC wooden
floor gymnasium yesterday.

On the inaugural day of the
six-day meet, Ansars'men
routed Natore 3-0. In the other
men's team event matches, Di-
najpur beat Comilla 3-1, Ra-
jshahi thrashed Faridpur 3-0,
Gaibandha blanked Dinajpur 3-
O, Patuakhali outplayed
Thakurgaon 3-0 while Habiganj
beat Pirojpur 3-1.

The boy's team event, Habi-

anj edged Bogra 3-2, Rangpur

alt Sunamganj 3-1, while Ra-
jshahi won 'two matches
against Faridpur and Patu-.
akhali by identical 3-0
Jnargins.

Pakistan woo
Woolmer

KARACHI, Aug 2 [(Reuters):
Pakistan's new cricket chief
Mujeeber Rehman has asked
former South Africa coach Bob
Woolmer to take charge of the
national team for the coming
season, the Dawm newspaper
reported on Monday.

"l sincerely hope that he
agrees because | am convinced
that he is the person who can
extract the best out of the Pak-
istan players," Rehman was
quoted as saying.

Rehman. chairman of the ad
hoc committee of the Pakistan
Cricket Board. said he expected
a reply from Woolmer this
week.

Former England opener
Woolmer ended a highly suc-
cessful five-year term with
South Africa after the World
Cup in June,

Woolmer has already turned
down coaching offers from Eng-
land and Sri Lanka. He is to
take over as coach of English
county Warwickshire from next
season,

"He is methodical and calcu-
lated and that's the art which
has made him the best coach.”
Rehman said.

Rehman said Pakistan had
the best players in the world,
but they cfid not always perform
at their best.

"What lacks in them is con-
sistency,” he said, "This is the
element which Bob can infuse
into the players to bring them
at nar with any side in the
WOoIid.
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6 | Who is ATP's top ranked player
right now?
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A MOMENT FROM THE SWEETEST MEMORY: Bangladesh players celebrating the fall

of a Pakistani wicket during their outstanding World Cup victory.

— Star file photo

Stop unfair aspersion on our valiant cricketers

T'his razakar-ism must stop

Intrigued though we were by
ECB's stratagem to make the
two weaker Group B teams - New
Zealand and Bangladesh ---
play against a UK side on its
‘ame ground, the significance

heating the Scots had been

‘unmed up since before de-

uting Dhaka. Cricket often
(esembling the enigma of con-
tract bridge, manager Tanveer
Muzhar had opted to pass his
call even belore setting foot on
the game's motherland. No one
was ready to believe him, per-
haps not even he, when he went
on record that Bangladesh
would not win a single match in
the World Cup,

The defeat against the Kiwis
at Chelmsford was on the cards.
but our bowlers helped to raise
expectancy. At Dublin's Clon-
tarf, our fate was pre-doomed
against the Caribbean, but our
score was something to write
home about. So by the time we
reached the Scottish capital,
our morale was as high as the
mountainous North,

It was windy, wet and cold at
Edinburgh's Grange ground.
Stewards found it difficult to
keep on ground the makeshift
marquee that served as the
press box. Five down for 26 in
11 overs, however, made condi-
lions rather warm and stuffy. It
was all in the mind. We needed
some fresh air. Minhazul Abe-
din, a testimony of self-belief,
baled out the team from the
brink of a calamity, for we had
gone to the World Cup to win
only one match - that against
Scotland. At lunch there were
not many apples in the barrel,
but the Bangladeshis reckoned
there were enough to outlast the
tenth wicket of the hosts, no
less boisterous than the visiting
ligers.

The anticipation and the
stakes were high as Bangladesh
came out to defend their modest
total in search of their World
Cup goal. We were [lorced to
leave the relatlive comfort of the
press box to stand out in the
cold, gusty open air to suffer the

Nizamuddin Ahmed

tehsion of the entire Scotland
innings.

England- hopeful-playing-
for-Scotland. Gavin H%miltﬂn
(it has to be as joke in the years
to come) was being predictable
until Manzurul's hand embar-
rassed him to extinction. Our
boys raised their fielding, slap-
ping and doing the 'fives’ at each
Scot dismissal. Their coach
Gordon Greenidge was unper-
turbed by the rising sun of
Bangladesh cricket and was
quietly video-ing matters, per-
haps for future reference.

By the time they were nine
down, we had been told by the
ground staff several times to get
away from the advertisement
hoarding surruundin% the
ground, Who wants to listen?
Specially if you were about to
win your [irst World Cup game.
S0 when the unlikely Seotsman
Asim Butt fell to a catch that
came down to Aminul Islam af-
ter what seemed eternity, we all
ran into the ground, not in
quest of any souvenir or to
brush against any player, but to
touch the rising sun. We had
won. It was unbelievable. None
was perhaps happier than
manager Tanveer Muzhar, even
though he was proven wrong.

Then began the wretched
cynicism and despair among a
few so-called Bangladeshis in
Britain, 'Is Scotland a team?'
was the typical statement of
any razakar-minded soul. How
someone speaking in Bangla.
being a citizen of Bangladesh,
even claiming the privilege of a
cricket lover, speak in such a
defiled manner was beyond
sound reasoning. Not rejoicing
with the nation is sinful, but to
undermine the genuine fulfil-
ment of a dream is unpardon-
able.

The party over at Stakis
Grosvenor hotel, Tom Moody's
fervid disposition at Chester-le-
Street in the next match
brought us back to earth. It was
the perfect foil that pepped up
our boys to face one of the most
fearsome tearns, although more

often than not, the talented
Pakistanis have been shame-
fully unpredictable.

At Northampton, followers
of the World Cup babes outnum-
bered and out-voiced the sea-
soned Pakistani supporters,
who had also come in full force
complete with banners and
streamers. They knew they
would win this one; 'easily’
some Pakistani journalist had
teased.

The green and red colours
were  everywhere; the
Bangladeshis flew them with
encyclopaedic pride, fully
aware that another drubbing
was imminent. Who cares? We
beat Scotland, didn't we? Little
did they know of the joy in
store? '

The openers - Mehrab and
Shahriar -- stuck it out beyond
fifty, and finally Akram Khan
came to the fore. At batting's
end, we had a score thal any
Test side would have been con-
tent to have against the fiery
trio of Wasim Akram, Wagar
Younus and Shoaib Akhter, the
consistency of Azhar Mah-
mood, and the guile of Murali's
contender Saqlain Mushtaq.
Shahid Afridi is also a mean
customer.

It is not dignified to rejoice
while playing against the min-
nows but the Pakistan body
language expresséd relief at the
fall of every Bangladesh wicket.
The video is for all to see and
the expert commentary of the
match for all to hear.

As the Bangladeshi batsmen
loosened their shoulders
against a revered Pak attack,
Sunil Gavaskar and compan
uttered, ‘beautiful’, ‘'super’ an
‘impressive’ to shots that were
‘well timed'. The commentators
also commended the Pakistanis
for their 'brilliant bowling', and
‘any player in the world would
have been out to that ball’, they
said, when Wagar Younis rat-
tled Naimur Rahman's wicket
with a sinister cutter,

I was not in the Bangladesh

See page 14

Whatmore says what to do

COLOMBO, Aug 2
(AFP/ Reuters):
Sri Lanka have
already tightened
team discipline as

they seek to cling

their way back from their
World Cup humiliation under
coach Dav Whatmore.

Whatmore on Monday urged
ori Lankan cricket managers to
pay attention to details to en-
sure the national team realised
its full potential.

New team manager Chandra
Shaffter said tighter discipline
was already being imposed in-
side the dressing room and
players were punctual for prac-
tices,

Earlier, some players had
[riends walking into the dress-
ing room while other players
objected to it.

Whatmore who arrived back
for his second stint in charge on
Saturday, told reporters it was
important for the authorities to
pay great attention "to the
small processes" that all con-
tribute to the final uh{&ctjv&

"The skill level of Sri
Lankan plavers is high ... the
main thing I wish to say is that
the small things that contribute
to the process are clearly under-
stood by all," Whatmore said.

Whatmore said bowling,
battling and fielding will be
closely followed ahead of the
forthcoming triangular with
Australia and India and the
three-test series with Australia
that follows.

'(The changes) may not hap-
en quickly as everyone would
ike,” he said.

He said many people were
expecting him to perform won-
ders with the Lankan team to
the extent that 'the expectations
were unrealistie’,

Whatmore said he believed
former skipper Arjuna
Ranatunga could play. What-
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serious differences of opinion
with Ranatunga after Sri
Lanka's shock victory in the
1996 World Cup.

"I think Arjuna has a lot to
offer,” Whatmore said adding
that he thought Ranatunga
should be in the team.

Whatmore is in ch
Sri Lankan squad for
ond time,

Sri Lanka's Board of Control
for Cricket said Whatmore, who
was last month freed by the En-
glish county Lancashire, will
immediately train the 30-
member squad named for the
upcoming tournament.

Whatmore will start
}Jreparing the national squad

or the next World Cup after
their humiliating exit from the
World Cup in England.

He said Sri Lanka's top order
failed mainly because of the
placi,'ing conditions in England
and the opponents were putting
in more effort.

"When you are the world
champions everyone is tryin
to damn you," Whatmore said.
"The opponents were also bet-
ter."

Whatmore. 45, who was born
in Colombo but played seven
Tests for Australia in 1978 and
1979, guided Sri Lanka to their
World Cup success in 1996 be-
fore joining Lancashire the
following year.

Many believe Whatmore's re-
turn was instrumental in bring-
ing about the downfall of skip-
Eﬂr Ranatunga. The two were

nown to have serious differ-
ences of opinion over bringing
in younger players.

Whatmore ended a two-year
contract with Sri Lanka in Oc-
tober 1996 to go to English
county Lancashire. He told re-
porters he was "extremely
happy to h? back” andhhad no
interition of repeating his “
fnemance of ending the ’Ee{

¢ of the
e sec-

year contract half way through.

"The ecircumstance that
made me go that time do not ex-
ist now," he said without elabo-
rating.

Whatmore who will be co-
opted to the selection panel said
it was a good decision to name
Mahela Jayewardena as vice
captiain in order to groom a
young player to succeed skipper
Sanath Jayasuriya.

‘Farashganj Sporting

Super Four
kicks off
today

Sports Reporter

Leaders Mohammedan
Sporting Club take on Aram-
bagh Krira Sangha in the
opening match of the Super
Four phase of the Keya Premier
Division football league that
begins at the Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium this afternoon.
The match kicks off at 5:30 pm.

Top four finishers in the
first leg of the ten-team league
will play each other thrice. De-
fending champions Muktijod-
dha Sangsad and title aspirants
Abahani are the other super
teams, and they meet tomorrow.,

Mohammedan Sportin
completed their first roun
campaign with 25 points from
nine matches while Muktijod-
dha Sangsad finished the first
leg with 19 points. Abahani are

in third place with 17 points
followed by Arambagh on 15
points.

The other six clubs--Badda
Jagarani., Brothers Union,
Club,
Rahmatganj Muslim Friends
Society, Youngmen's Club
Fakirerpool and Mirpur Cha-
lantika will go a through return
leg which begins from tomor-
row. On completion the botiom
three will be relegated.

First week's fixtures of the
Super Four and Return Leg:

FIXTURES

Super Four

August 3 Mohammedan SC
vs Arambagh KS (5:30 pm)

August 4 Muktijoddha
Sa?gsad vs Abahani KC (5:30
pm

August 6 Muktijoddha
Sangsad vs Arambagh KS (3:30
Em] Mohammedan SC vs Aba-

ani KC 5:30 pm)

August 8 Abahani KC vs
Arambagh KS (3:30 pm) Mo-
hammedan SC vs Muktijoddha
Sangsad\ (5:30 pm)

Return

August 4 Badda Jagarani vs
Mirpur Chalantika (3:30 pm)

August 5 Brothers Union vs
YMC Fakirerpool (4 pm)

August 7 Farashganj SC vs
Rahmatganj MFS %3:1%0 pm)
Badda Jagarani vs YMC
Fakirerpool (5:30 pm)

August 9 Brothers Union vs
Rahmatganj MFS (3:30 pm)
Farashganj SC vs Mirpur Cha-
lantika (5:30 pm)

MSC’s appeal
to Hanif

Sports Reporter

League leaders Mohamm-
edan Sporting Club yesterday
appealed to Bangladesh Footb-
all Federation president Moha-
mmad Hanif to rethink the
Super Four fixtures of the Keya
Premier Division football
league.

In a petition the popular
Motijheel club urged the soccer
supremo not to force clubs into
playing every alternate day,
which would not only increase
the number of injuries, but also
deprive them of a sizable
amount of gate money.

The letter, signed by club
general secretary Lokman Hos-
sain Bhuiyan, also sought a
meeting between the BFF and
club officials to discuss the is-
sLe,

BC(CI may show
Azhar some

mercy

CALCUTTA, Aug 2: Deposed
Indian captain Mohamrihad
Azharuddin may not have to
undertake a board-conducted
fitness test if medical fitness
certificate was given by a re-
puted doctor, reports PTI.

"The board may consider his
case if the medical certificate
was given by a reputed doctor
like Anant Joshi. We will have
to see”". Board of Control for
Cricket in India (BCCI) presi-
cdent. Raj Sing Dungarpur told
reporters.

Dungarpur said that Azhar
would submit his medical fit-
ness certificate on August 5.

KARACHI, Aug 2:
Pakistan's star
spinner Saqlain

ushtaq has said

that he is ready to

face hanging if proved guilty of
match-lixing and bribery.

“If I am found guilty, punish
me. | am even ready for public
execution. But if it proves wrong
then the accusers should be

unished,” Saqlain told AFP
efore his departure for Eng-
land.

'l can swear on the Quran
that I am innocent. My hands
are clear because | have never
been involved in match-fixing,"
Saqglain said.

Saqglain came to Pakistan to
meet officials of a Pakistan
Cricket Board (PCB) committee
investigating match-fixing and
bribery allegations.

Sagqglain was named as "ben-
eficiary” along with Mushtaq
Ahmed, Inzamam-ul-Hagq,
Wagar Younis, Moin Khan in
last year's interim report by the
PCB.

Team skipper Wasim
Akram, ljaz Ahmed and Salim
Malik were suspended by the
committee on the basis of that
interim report.

Cricket bosses said the three
would not be considered for se-
lection until they prove their
INNoCence.

The fate of the suspended

“ == =

'Hang me if I'm guilty'

players depends on the findings
of-a one-man judicial commis-
sion headed by the Lahore High
Court [(LHC) judge. Malik Mo-

. .-':"':-‘? l.'\'-;?—'—-d-——-—\.-— . —_———— o -

hammad Qayyum, expected to
be finalised in August.

‘1 have never been asked by
any senior player to, play
poorly. I have never seen any
player involved in such a prac-
tice," Saqglain said, adding "but
people are still throwing dirt on
me."

“I have been disturbed. You
cannot even imagine that how

Belleve In the best /MIRANGS GROUP

Colour TV

much it hurts because I always
g]lay for my country and pray
r its success," he said.

The off-spinner plays for
English county Surrey and has
bagged 27 wickets in three
matches.

The 22-year-old Sagqlain
said he planned to undergo
treatment to an injured right
knee in England.

| Fiayed in the World Cup
literally limping with severe
pain just because | wanted to do
good for my team and my coun-
try. But even then people accuse
us for losing the final against
Australia.” he said.

"Every team wins and loses.
It has good days and it has bad
days. The same happened with
our team and we never deserve
suich a treatment,” he said.

‘They level allegations
without thinking they are not
only accusing the players but
also defaming Pakistan. For me
PakKistan comes first, as my
identity comes from my coun-
try," he said.

"Even if | perform well in the
county championship, then the
newspapers say Pakistani off-
spinner Sagqlain... so Saglain is
a Pakistani,” he said.

Saqglain is the youngest
cricketer to take 200 wickets in
one-day internationals. He has
203 wickets from 108 one-day
matches.

LONDON. July 2
(Internet report):
Mark Butcher
spoke of the "great
honour" at being
L == chosen as Eng
land’s stand-in captain for the
third Test - but remained
optimistic that Nasser Hussain
will recover in time to lead the
side.

Opener Butcher was selected
by England on Sunday as the
man who would take charge at
Old Trafford against New
Zealand should Hussain fafl to
FHSS a fitness test on the broken
inger sustained during the
nine-wicket defeat by New
Zealand at Lord's.

Butcher was chosen - after
glowing reports of his leader-
ship at Surrey earlier this sea-
son - before other candidates
like Graham Thorpe, who led
the side in Hussain's absence
during the last Test, or return-
in% former captain Michael
Atherton,

It is a testimony to Butcher's
leadership skills with just 24
Tests to his name. Whatever the
reasons for his appointment,
Butcher is just delighted to be
considered in that role, having
enjoying the responsibility of
captaining Surrey in Adam
Hollioake's absence during the
World Cup.

“I'm not fazed by the idea of
captaining England," he said.

"l rather look forward to it if
I get the chance, although | hope
Nasser is fit - we all do.

"But captaining your country
is a real honour, and even if
don’t captain the side it's a great.
honour even to be thought of in

Big moment for

that regard."

Enéand are remaining op-
timistic that Hussain, named in
the 14-man squad, may recover
in time and are giving him the
maximum opportunity to prove
his fitness before handing the
responsibility to Butcher.

MARK BUTCHER

Chairman of selectors David
Graveney explained: "Nasser's
been tr:ﬂn%tn ut a glove on at
home and fiddle with a bat and
if it's a positive indication he's
shaking hands with his right
hand rather than his left, and
we will be giving him the max-
imum amount of time to get fit.

“Nasser's original decision
was to give it to Graham Thorpe
on the field because we were
coming towards the end of the
New Zealand innings and he
thowght quite rightly that both

Butcher

Mark Butcher and Alec Stewart
were about to bat - and I had no
inclination to change that deci-
sion.

"We hope the idea of Butcher
as captain isn't activated in this
situation. But Mark's been act-
ing Surrey captain this season,
and we had good reports from
all people involved i:1 the game,
players. umpires and team
management;" |

Butcher, who guided Surrey
to five County Championship
wins in his eight-game un-
beaten record as captain earlier
this season. has clearly set his
sights on captaincy - if not with
England. certainly with Surrey
- in the long-term,

He admitled: "l find cap-
taincy very enjoyable - some-
thing I have always felt | would
do a good job at.

“I've always tried to think as

*a captain even when not cap-

taining the side, ng to think
in those terms on the field. 1 did
it a few times last year and
found it enjoyable."

He is well aware, though, of
the pressures involved in cap-
taining a side, particularly at
international level with Eng-
land needing a vastly improved
Ferfnrmance to raise the pub-
ic's spirits after their dismal
display at Lord's.

"Captaining a side brings its
own pressures in a one-off situ-
ation - but it's there to be en-
Joyed too,” added Butcher.

"There will be Ints of experi-
enced players and familiar
faces to call upon for advice, but
if I were to take charge you have
to be aware that the buck stops
with you."

(zloucester's drought over

LONDON, Aug 2
(AFP/ Internet re-
port): Gloucester-
shire celebrated
their first trophy
wenmm—— | {or 22 years after
overpowering an out-of-sorts
Yorkshire by 124 runs to win
the Benson and Hedges Super
Cup at Lord's on Sunday.
Captain Mark Alleyne led by
example as he scored a fine cen-
tury, after deciding to bat on
winning the toss, out of
Gloucestershire's formidable
291 for nine from 50 overs.
Yorkshire had been guilty of
some poor bowling and’ their
batsmen never seriously
threatened to overhaul that to-

.......

Dav  Whatmore, the
l"’.‘nTnmhn }r.pr:i‘ﬂiﬂﬂﬂ:r

s

newly signed Sri Lankan cricket coach, speaking to the media at

— AFP photo

tal after losing early wickets
left them with an impossible
task.

For Alleyne, it was a per-
sonal triumph after a winter of
sadness which saw him forced
to return home early from Eng-
land's tour of Australia because
of the death of his 56-year-old:
father Euclid in a car crash.

He then suffered agony on a
professional level of missing
out on England's World Cup
squad but on Sunday he lit up
cricket's headquarters with a
dazzling performance.

Kim Barnett (28) and Tim
Hancock (35) had laid the foun-
dations with an opening stand
of 66 in 13 overs as the York-
shire attack strayed in line and
length.

en Alleyne and Rob Cun-
liffe took the game out of their
opponents’ reach in a stand of
157 in 26 overs.

Scotland World Cup star
Gavin Hamilton felt the full
weight of Alleyne's bat as he
conceded 55 runs in six overs.

Cunliffe eventually was
bowled h{lﬂraj White for 61
after working the ball around
so effectively that he hit only
two fours and a six in his 81-
ball innx'lllgs.

But Alleyne, who gave only
one chance when on 88, contin-
ued to smash the Tykes attack
to all parts of the ground and a
two to long-on off Hamilton
took him to his 100 off just 86
balls.

It was the signal for scenes of
celebration amongst the

‘Gloucestershire contingent in
the 21,500 crowd and Alleyne
went on to make 112 with 11
fours and two sixes - both in one
over from Hamilton - before be-
ing bowled by White.
« White and Paul Hutchison
hel themselves to some late
wickets in the normal end of
innings slog but it was soon ev-
ident that it was too little, too

_ late for Yorkshire.

They were on the back foot
from the moment Greg Blewett
(9) edged fellow Australian lan
Harvey to first slip, although it
needed third umpire George
Sharp to adjudge the catch had

| been cleanly take,

" cricket board implicating

Yorkshire captain David
Byas (13) was caught and bowled
by the accurate Mike Smith off
a leading edge and then White
aimed a dreadful heave across
the line and was bowled by
Jonathan Lewis.

Imran urges to
suspend cricket

KARACHI, HUF 2 (AFP): Pak-
istani cricket legend Imran
Khan said Sunday the country
should not play international
cricket until the issue of match-
fixing and betting was resolved.

"Pakistan should not play
international cricket until the
issue is resolved because it is
damaging the national image as
well as the image of players.” he
told reporters.

Imran condemned as "hu-
miliating” the implication of
star players in match-fixing

and bﬂbﬁl‘g_
The _Pakistan Cricket

Board's ad hoc committee has
suspended skipper Wasim
Akram, ljaz Ahmed and Salim
Malik over match-fixing and
bribery charges.

The chairman of the com-
mittee, Mujeebur Rehman, has
said the three would not be con-
sidered for selection until they
proved their innocence.

Investigators from the gov-
ernment's anti-corruption Ac-
countability Bureau have inter-
rogated the trio.

The charges stem from an
year-old interim report by EEE

e

three in match-fixing and

bribery.

Imran said the bureau and

the board's ad hoc committee
had not acted properly because
“they went public before any
conviction” a judicial com-
mission which has been inves-
tigating allegations since last
year. .
The commission has yet to
announce its findings and the
board's interim report con-
tained mere accusations. he
said.

"What will happen if the sus-
pended players go to the court to

o —— - -



