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3 more Sectt
employees

arrested
By Special Correspondent

Three more government
employees were arrested from
the Secretariat yesterday, rais-
ing the total to nine so far.

Sarwar. Motaleb and Farooq
were arrested on charge of riot-
ing, arson, destruction of public
property and attempted murder,
police said.

The charges were made in a
case filed by their rival organi-
sation of employees, led by
Ataur Rahman and Habibur
Rahman,

The situation at the Secre-
tariat was peaceful yesterday as
there was no demonstration by
the employees. But attendance
was poor due to the Opposition-
called harial.

The Secretariat employees
are agitating for change in of-
fice hours and 30 per cent dear-
ness allowance.

Three leaders of a coalition
of government employees' asso-
ciations, Shah Alam, Khalilur
Rahman and Abdul Matin, ar-
rested on Sunday from the Sec-
retariat, were produced before
court yesterday. The ecourt
placed them ona day's remand,
Ramna police said,

Two other leaders, Alauddin
and Mizanur Rahman. arrested
on Saturday, were also produced
heiiure court, which sent them to
jail.

All the arrested persons are
among the 35 people named in
the case.

On Thursday, police lobbed
tear gas shells and charged ba-
tons to disperse a rally by a

See page 11 Col 7

Manzoor murder

case: Statement
of PW recorded

The trial of Major General
Abul Manzoor Murder Case be-
gan at the First Additional Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge Court
of Sheikh Rownakul Islam in
the city yesterday, reports BSS.

The judge recorded the part
statement of prosecution wit-
ness Mohammad Sadaruddin,
who was the driver of accused
Brigadier Azizul Islam (now
dead) in Chittagong Canton-
ment at the time of the murder
in 18981. Gen Manzoor was
killed on June 1, 1981 at a soli-
tary hill adjacent to the Chit-
tagong Cantonment.

Brother of Gen Manzoor
Barrister Abul Mansur Ahmed
filed a case on February 28,
1995 at Panchlaish police sta-
tion against former President
and Jatiya Party Chairman H
M Ershad, Major (retd) Kazi
Emdadul Haque, Lt Col (retd)
Mostafa Kamaluddin Bhuiyan,
Ma[j Gen (retd) Abdul Latif, Lt
Col (retd) Shamsur Rahman
Shams, Brigadier Aziz, and
Lance Naik Malek.

Police submitted charge
sheet on June 27, 1995 after in-
vestigation against five ac-
cused. By a special order, the
case has been transferred to
Dhaka Judge Court,

The Court yesterday fixed
the time of 2 pm tomorrow for
turther statement and cross-ex-
amination,

Accused Lt Gen [retd)} Ershad
remained absent by petition
and other accused appeared be-
fore the court yesterday.
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23 killed as truck

skids off road

at (zhatail

TANGAIL, Aug 2: At least 23
people, including three children
and nine women, were killed
when a truck plunged into a
roadside ditch today at Kali-
daspara under Ghatail thana

 after it skidded off the Tangail-

Mymensingh Highway, report
agerncies.

A police official told BSS
that seven people narrowly es-
caped death. Thirty people were
travelling on the Sharishabari
bound truck laden with cement
and potato. It fell into the ditch
al around 3:35 am, he said.

Police sources said the truck
driver, however; managed Lo es-
cape,

"Most ol the women and
children were smashed under
the heavy cement and potato
bags," a local official said.

Eyewitnesses said the res-
cuers pulled up the bodies from
the ditch. They also shifted the
bodies to Ghatail Thana Health
Complex.

Additional SP"of Tangail
Mozammel Hossain, who vis-
ited the spot told newsmen that
12 bodies were handed over 1o
the relatives and the rest sent to
the Sadar hospital morgue here
for autopsy.

He further said the deceased
mainly hailed from Shar-
ishabari in Jamalpur district.
They were identified as: Noni.
30, of Kalabadha, Jamalpur:;
Shah Alam, 50; Farhad, 35, of
Charhaturia of Sharishabari:
wile and son of Farhad,
Mazeda, 26. and Masud, 4;
Kalam, 30, of Kenduabehur of
Madhupur; Ayatunnesa, 45, of
Kenduabehur of Madhupur;
Zulekha, daughter of one Jul-
hash of Chowdhuripara in
Madhupur: Azhar Ali, 32, of
Boira. Sharishabari; Jamila,
50, Faroque, 22: Ershad Mollah
of Chandina, Comilla and Solai
of Charpara in Sharishabari.

A case was lodged with
Ghatail police in connection
with the accident.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina expressed her profound
shock at the "tragic loss of
lives” in the road mishap at
Ghatail.

In a condolence message.
Hasina prayed for salvation of
the departed souls and early re-
covery of the injured.

she also conveyed her symi-
pathies to the members of the
bereaved families.
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000 feared killed in West
Bengal train collis

210 bodies recovered, 1000 hurt

GAISAL, India, Aug 2: Two
crowded trains collided head-
on at a railway station in east-
ern India a few hours before
dawmn today, killing at least 210
people and injuring about 1000,
report agencies.

United News of India said at
least 400 people including 90
army personnel, were killed,
and PTI said the toll might
reach 500,

“Some of our men who re-
turned from the site said the
death toll could be as high as
200." said an officer with the
Border Security Force helping
with relief operations.

As many as 1,000 people
were injured, ol which more
than 100 were said to be in a
eritical condition.

Officials said they expected
the death toll to rise sharply as
more bodies were cut out of the
mangled wreckage of the train
engines and 13 of their car-
riages,

Earlier. reports had sug-
gested that there was a bom
blast al Gaisal station; 500 km
north of the West Bengal state

capital Calcutta. BBC reported
that one of the trains may have
been carrying explosives that
caught fire and exploded.

But local District Magistrate
Prashant told Reuters that sig-
nal failure was now being
blamed for India's most deadly
train disaster in four years.

The worst rail disaster of all
time also occurred in India. in
1981, when a cyclone blew a
train off the tracks into a river
in the northern state of Bihar,
killing more than 800 people.
Officials say some 400 accidents
occur every vear. Sixty per cent
are blamed on human error.

The collision between the
Awadh-Assam Express, bound
for Guwahati in the northeast-
ern state of Assam, and the
Delhi-bound Brahmaputra
Mail occurred at 1:55 am (2025
GMT on Sunday).

SiX carriages of one train
tore into seven of the other.
leaving a trail of passengers.
metal, glass, suitcases, shoes
and bedrolls. More than 100
bodies. covered in white sheets.

See Page 12 Col 1
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The wreckage of two express

trains which collided h
north of Calcutta before dawn yesterday.
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Angry JU students raid three
halls to oust armed goons

Three rooms ransacked, memo to VC

Over 200 militant male and
female students under the ban-
ner of General Students’ Unity
(GSU) yesterday raided three
halls of Jahangirnagar Uni-
versity (JU) and searched for
the 'killers and rapists in-
volved in attack and counter at-
tack for 'capturing' the campus
over the last few days.

The students carrying sticks
stormed into Salam-Barkat,
Bhasani and Kamaluddin halls
at around 10 am and looked for
armed men of the rival groups--
rapists and KkKillers-- belonging

Grapes of wrath
Militant students march off after raiding the Maulana Bhasani Hall yesterday in search of
criminals (top), Kamaluddin Hall is thoroughly searched, room by room for rapists (middle),
and students demonstrate in front of the VC’s office demanding arrest of killers and rapists

within 24 hours (bottom).

By Staff Correspondent

to the ruling Awami League-
backed Bangladesh Chhatra
League(BCL).

Finding none of them. the
GSU activists ransacked three
rooms at Salam-Barkat Hall
where some of those punished
for rape used to stay. The au-
thorities of Bhasani Hall had
kept the hall gate lockéd to pre-
vent the raid but in the face of
pressure form the activists
opened it.

The agitated students then .

gheraoed the Administrative
Building and went to the VC's

office for submitting a memo-
randum. As the VO was. not
available, they damaged some
windowpanes at the building.
Later, the students handed
over a memorandum, addressed
to the VC, to Pro Vice Chancel-
lor Prof Abdul Bayes, demand-
ing immediate arrest and filin

of erimiinal cases againsi wae

rapists and killers. They also
demanded deployment of ade-
quate police personnel on the
campus and an end to 'harass-
ment’ of students in the name of

See Page 12 Col 4
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. mmay not be change

301 plots

Re-allocation

process 'frozen'

for 6 months
By Staff Correspondent

The re-allocation process of
the 301 plots in Gulshan,
Baridhara and Uttara following
recent controversy and conse-
guent cancellation of allot-
ment, has been ‘frozen' for at
least six months, according to
Rajuk sources.

Rajuk sources said the pro-
cess would not be reactivated
until they received
instructions’ from the min-
istry. Rajuk’s allocation of 301
plots on July 10 triggered an in-
stant outcry as most plots were
allotted to leaders, activists and
supporters of the ruling party.

On her return from the UK
on July 15, Prime Minister

i Sheikh Hasina announced can-

cellation of all the allotments,
saying, " I do not think there
has been any irregularity in the
allotment process. But since
there has been press criticism
and dispute on tll:c issue, [ have
decided to cancel the allot-
ments.”

Rajuk officials are now busy
reviving the third phase of Ut-
tara land filling project and
creating more plots. The matter
I1s now awaiting final approval
by the Planning Commission
that may be forthcoming very
'shortly’. Rajuk sources said
when the fresh plots at Uttara
are created. the reallocation
process will begin.

" The government is plan-
ning to add more names to the
controversial allotment of July
10 to mollity the critics,” said a
Rajuk source, adding the old list
at all since
it contains the names of many
hardcore Awami League ac-
livists.

Four hurt as sex
workers clash
at Kashimpur

The confined sex workers
clashed with residents of
Kashimpur vagrant home yes-
terday, leaving four wounded,
reports UNB.

NO more sex workers got re-
lease due to hartal as the con-
cerned officer did not go to the
vagrant cenire from Dhaka, a
local official said.

The girls engaged in
fisticuffs with the vagrants for
share of water this (Monday)
morning.

They also shouted com-
plaints about low quality and
quantity of breakfast. "Mukti is
Eregnant. she needs much food,

ut the authorities did not give
her special diets,” alleged her
associates.

At present there are 174 sex
workers in addition to the cen-
tre's 290 other inmates.

"'Pimps roam around to be
guardian of any sex worker,
contact some of the vagrants
acting as brokers in exchange
for money," said one source.

The authorities are giving
Tk 7,000 for self-employment
of each of the social outcasts,
but half the money is going to
pimps and some unscrupulous
members of the vagrant centre,

See Page 12 Col 7

Goods train

derails
By Staff Correspondent

Five railway containers
bound for Chittagong from
Kamlapur Inland Container
Depot {ICD) derailed at Magh-
bazar inter-section in the city
at about 8:30 pm yesterday:.

However, none was hurt in
the incident.

_

30-hour shutdown ends at noon today

60 hurt in sporadic violence

The opposition-sponsored
hartal yesterday paralysed
normal life, economic activities
and halted traflic across the
country, leaving at least 60
people injured in sporadic inci-
dents of viclence, The 30-hour
shutdown ends at noon today,

The BNP-led opposition al-
liance called the general strike
to protest government's deci-
sion to provide “corrider” to
India on the pretext of trans-
shipimient.

More than a dozen people
were injured, three by bullets,
in-an armed attack on a BNP
procession when it was passing
Munshiganj Sadar Hospital at
about 10am.

Some 20 people were also
wounded in separate clashes in

By Staff Correspondent

Chittagong during hartal hours.

No major incident of vio-
lence was, however, reported
fram other parts of the country
Ltill filing this report last night.
In other major cities such as
Rajshahi and Barisal, hartal
was observed peacefully,

irt capital Dhaka, at least 30,
including a cop, were hurt. Po-
lice and witnesses said Consta-
ble Nuruzzaman was seriously
hurt when he tried to fix a tear-
gas canister at city s mairn trou-
ole spot Jatrabari.

The policeman was taken to
Rajarbagh police hospital {m-
mediately and later shifted to
Combined Military Hospital in
a critical condition.

As usual. Shaheed Farug
Road at north Jatrabari was the

most troubled spot in the city as
Opposition activists and law en-
lorcers were locked in hours-
long clashes: Police lobbed a
good number of teargas shells
as pickets exploded bombs and
pelted stories at the men in uni-
form. Some 15 people were in-

jured,
Al least eight people were in-
jured when pickets: hurled

ombs at a local Awami League
office. at Jatrabari at about
opm. Three ol the injured were
admitted to Dhaka Medical Col-
lege Hospital.

Tension prevailed in city's
Bioymagar. Kakrail, Naya Pal-
tan, Malibagh and Mouchak ar-
eas where activists of BNP,
Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Islami

See Page 12 Col 5

The 'unknown Indian'
slips into history

Nirad Chaudhuri passes away at 101

OXFORD, England, Aug 2.
Nirad C Chaudhuri, the Indian-
born author and scholar who
was acclaimed abroad but
scorned at home, died in Oxford
yesterday. He was 101, reports
e, '

Chaudhuri had suffered a
stroke-on July 12. He was recov-
erinig when his condition dete-
riorated further last Tuesday,
said Padu Mylvaganam, who
has been caring for Chaudhuri
for the last two years., He died
peacefully in his bed at the Ox-
ford home he has had for 30
years, Mylvaganam said.

Chaudhuri, who was most
noted for his first work, "The
Autobiography of an Unknown
Indian,” could be described as a
man borm in the wrong country
in the wrong century.

He made his entry into the
scene of scholarly literature
with a thick memoir of his
childhood in colonial India, in
what is now Bangladesh. It was
a lively, insightful description
and commentary on Indian cus-
toms, family structures, caste,
relations between Hindus and
Muslims and between Indians
and the British.

"The Autobiography of an
Unknown Indian” was written
with sympathy toward the 200
yvears ol British rule that was
unpopular al home. As a bare-

l

foal boy, he read Shakespeare
alongside Sanskrit classics,

admiring western culture
equally with his own, Critics
called him the last British im-
perialist.

Throughout his life, Chaud-
huri gained a reputation for ee-
centricity. When he lived in
New Delhi's run down old city,
he strolled to work in a natty
western suit and bowler hat. AF-
ler moving to England in his
70's, ‘Chaudhuri preferred the
wraparound dhoti of his native
Bengal to receive guests at his

See page 11 Col 7 |

Nat’l Action Plan
tor children
approved

The Cabinet yesterday ap-
proved a child-grooming na-
tional action plan and a trust
fund for rehabilitation of re-
pressed or distressed women
and children. reports UNB.

Olflicials said the approval
was given in-a regular weekly
meeting of the Cabinet at PM's
Office with Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina in the chair.

The National Action Plan
11997-2002) for children aims
at rapid implementation of
commitments for their overall
development and upbringing.

"Matters relating to rapid
implementation ol pledges
stipulated in the Constitution,
UN Child Rights Convention
and National Child Policy for
sournd grooming of children are
being incorporated in this
plan.” the Cabinet noted.

The draft plan will be an
‘important document” in im-
plementing children's rights.

Perspectives of implementa-
tion of the rights of children to
survive, flourish, get protection
and participation are reflected
T e AT

Sleps have been articulated
int the plan lor monitering im-
plementation progress of the
children’'s rights; the Cabinet
neeting was told.

The Cabinet also endorsed a
policy lor setting up Destitute
Women and Children Wellare
Trust. _

See Page 12 Col 7

Fresh move for awarding

Moves ‘are underway in
Petrobangla to revive-rnegotia-
tions under the Second Round
Block Bidding to award oil and
gas exploration work in blocks
9 and 11 to Tullow, an Irish
company that incurred severe
losses in the lasl two years.
sources said. '

Negotiations on these blocks
were suspended in July last year
under public pressure and also
because Petrobangla could not
“find” a technically efficient
and financially solvent partner
for Tullow. The sources further
said that some political high
ups have “stakes”™ with Tullow
and they now want to revive the
negotiations.

Tullow has already pur-
chased 80 per cent concerns of

blocks 9&11 to Tullow

By Sharier Khan

American o¢il companies Rex-
wood and Okland in blocks 17
anc 18. The companies were the
original operators in the two
blocks. The purchase was con-
cealed from Petrobangla for
nearly two years. Tullow's
Bangladeshi Director Kazi
Shahid Ahmed got 5 per cent of
the concerns on “carried inter-
est” basis,

Tullow is now publicising in
the Internet that the govern-
ment had ensured it blocks 9
and 11 with 45 ﬁer cent operat-
ing share in each.

Surprisingly, Tullow, in {ts’
web page in the Internet, is also
claiming that the company's

roposal on Bloek 11 provides
E:u' ‘an initial seismic survey
before determining a drilling

programme”,

In their bids to justily selec-
tion of Tullow as the "best bid-
der”, government negotiators in
press interviews earlier had ar-
gued that Tullow's drilling pro-
grammies in blocks 9 and 11
were “the best".

Tullow is trying to get these
two blocks with the help of an
influential political lobby. But
its’ financial health continued
to decline for the second con-
secutive year, According its’
web'page, Tullow's pre - tax loss
in 1998-99 increased to 18 mil-
lion Irish Pounds (IRE) while its
revenue declined Lo IRE 5mi. s
pre-tax loss in the previous year
was [Rx 0.2 m.

Though Block 9 was origi-

See Page 12 Col 8



