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begin today
PARIS; Aug 1: The 1999
World Table Tennis Champi-

onships, postponed because of

the Kosovo crisis, finally start
in Eindhoven, Holland on
Monday with a new-look for-
mat just a year before the Syd-
n 1 ics, reporis AFP.
ln:}r{:h:ili'rr:l.::,ljwl‘m earned all four
Ol
of }‘E{lig 14 possible gold in the
1995 and 1997 World Champi-
onships combined, can reason-
ably be expected to sweep all
five individual gold on offer
this time,

The three doubles events and

the women's singles should go
to China with only the men's
singles really holding a threat
from the rest of the world's na-
tions.
" This Championships is
doubly significant because the
top 20 singles players on the
world list published just after
the World Championships will
be automatically eligible for the
Olympics, but only two from the
same courntry,

The new world number one
Vladimir Samsonov of Belarus,
a world singles silver medalist
in the English city of Manch-
ester two years ago, Sweden's
current world champion Jan-
Ove Waldner, and Croatia's Zo-
ran Primorac, who won the
Brazilian Open in late June,
form the biggest European
threat to China for the men's
singles gold,

Nothing has
been patched
up vyet!

SYDNEY, Aug l: Pete Sam-
ras says he and Pat Rafter
ave patched up their differ-

ences, but the Australian re-
peated in a column today that
the American did not show op-
ponents sufficient respect, re-
ports AFP.

"l stand by what [ said about

him not giving his opponents
sufficient respect, because there
are times when he loses and
gives no credit to his fellow
player," he wrote in the Sunday
Telegraph here.
- "This is an issue that irks
me, but I don't hate the guy. Nor
did I want to hurt him. My
comments about Sampras have
been blown out of proportion.”

In a telephone media confer-
ence last week from his
Bermuda base ahead of his
North American campaign for a
third US Open crown, Rafter
said Sampras had an attitude
problem.

Sampras said in Los Angeles
Saturday, the day he reclaimed
the world number one ranking

Irom the Australian. that the
issue was over.

'l spoke to Pat the other day,
we smoothed things over a litfle
bit,” said Sampras.

"He's not really that t
guy. probably some people in
the "media  twiste things
around. I respect Pat as a player
and as a person.” .

Rafter said his comments
were not personal and related
purely "to the way we go about
our business as competitors.”

"We're all out there busting
our backsides every week and if
I can find an edge to beat Pete.
then I'll use it."

He repeated that there have
been times when I've been dis-
appointed with what Pete has
had to say,” but added that he's
probably annoyed with some of
the things [ do and say."

World chess
meet starts

LAS VEGAS, Aug 1 (AP):
Players were in a fighting mood
in the opening rounds of the
World Chess Championship.

When the final contest was
completed Saturday after
nearly ‘seven hours of play, only
11 niy'the 36 scheduled games
had ended in a draw.

Kirsan lyumzhinov, presi-
dent of the sponsoring Federa-
tion Internationale des Echecs,
made the ceremonial first move
for 'Mathias Wahls before a
standing room-only crowd at
Caesars Palace hotel-casino.
That started 100 players. on
their quest for a share of the 3
million dollars prize fund and
the right to succeed Anatoly
Karpov as the world chess
champion:

Most of the world's top play-
ers are competing, with three
notable exceptions. Karpov and
former FIDE champion Garry
Kasparov — who claims to be
world champion — refused to

of

play because of disputes with |

the federation. Viswanathan
Anand of India was unable to
attend because of other com-
mitments,
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Richard Jezierski (R) of Troyes making a flying tackle on Paris Saint
Madar during their French First Division encounter

Germain's Mikael

on July 31 at the Pare des Princes.

— AFP photo

Lyon start on the wrong foot

PARIS, Aug 1: Ol-
ympique Lyon,
who have spent
41.5 million dol-
lars building a si-
: de for the Cham-
pions’ League, suffered an upset
2-1 home defeat by Montpellier
in their opening match of the
French season on Saturday, re-
ports Reuters.

Lyon will now want to field
record signing Sonny Ander-
son, who has just recovered
from injury, as soon as possible
after an unexpected defeat
sparked ‘by former France
striker Patrice Loko's 25th-
minute opening goal.

"Technically we were in
form and we played a good away
match," said Loko, whose side
have five Intertoto Cup games
under their belts.

Substitute Cedric Barbosa
added Montpellier's second in
the 73rd. against the run of play
as Lyon improved after the in-
terval.

France winger Tony Va-
irelles, signed from 1998
champions RC Lens, pulled one
back with a volley 11 minutes

from time for Lyon, who come
into the European Cup in the
third preliminary round in 10
days time.

"It's always hard to start a
season with a defeat, but it's not
the end of the world and I hope
we can learn from it,” Vairelles
said. »

Olympique Marseille, pipped
to the title by Girondins Bor-
deaux in May, top the opening
day standings after a 3-0 home
win over an, back in the top
flight after 25 years.

Bordeaux beat Bastia 3-2 at
hiome on Friday.

Former Everton striker
Ibrahim Bakayoko, man of the
match at the Velodrome, put
Marseille in Iront in the 26th
minute from Fabrizio Ravanel-
li's headed pass.

France's Christophe Dugarry
— plaiving while his doping case
1s under appeal — chipped a fine
second goal seven
later.

Sedan goalkeeper Nicolas
Sachy saved a Peter Lucein

enalty in the 76th minute be-
ore Marseille substitute
Djamel Belmadi struck a bril-
liant third goal in injury time;

minuies

PARIS, Aug 1:
Under-achieving
Paris St Germain
are hoping a pair
of Brazilians can
transform them
from French league flops to title
challengers, reports AFP.

The big-spending Paris club
kicked off their season with a 1-
0 win over promoted Troyes at
the Parc des Princes on Satur-
day night - but it was a win that
demonstrated to coach Philippe
Bergeroo just how much work
he has to do to revive the faded
glamour club.

The 1996 European Cup
Winners' Culp champions
flopped dismally last season -
eventually finishing a flatter-
ing ninth - and will not have
the distraction of Europeans
competition this season for the
first time in eight years.

Bergeroo hopes that the ar-
rival of striker Christian from
International of Porto Alegre
and defender Cesar from Por-
tuguesa will add a samba beat to
PSG's lpedestrian performances
of the last 12 months.

On the evidence of Saturday
night, the Brazilian pair face a
tough initiation to European
football.

PSG's biggest frailty of last
season - an inability to score
goals - was ever more evident,
while central defender: Eric
Rabesandratana was suspect

close season of

“We had an average match
and were a bit nervous but we
succeeded in scoring at the right
moments against a Sedan side
with nothing to lose," coach

- Rolland Courbis said.

Paris St-Germain hit the
woodwork three times before
overcoming 10-man Troyes 1-0

after the promoted team's cap- °

tain Frederic Arpinon became
the first player sent off in the
first division this season.
Arpinon was shown the red
card for violent play in the 54th
minute and six minutes later
Laurent Robert scored the only
goal with a free kick, which
took a deflection off Troyes' Ar-
gentine defender Luciano Zav-

agno,

France World Cup striker
Slephane Guivarc'h, top scorer
in the first division in 1997 and
1998, marked his return to AJ
Auxerre after a disappointing
season in Britain with the
opening goal in a 2-1 home win
over Nancy.

Swiss Alexandre Comisetti,
signed from Grasshopper,
volleyed Auxerre's second 1}1?0111
a fine low cross by Guivarch.

T ek | i

against pace and veteran goal-
keeper Bernard Lama was
shaky at a time when his start-
ing spot is coveted by the
younger Dominique Casag-
rande.

Lama, clearly unsettled,
spoke on Saturday of "activities
behind my back”.

P5G's only goal apainst a
punchless Troyes came when a
30-metre free-kick from new

signing Laurent Robert was de-

oalkeeper Tony
the

flected past
Heurtebis. Three times,

profligate Parisians hil the

woodwork and they squandered
several other glorious opportu-
nities.

Mickael Madar, the former
Everton striker who doesn't
strike nearly enough, was the
major offender - stabbing wide

of an open goal in the first half
and then chipping onto the
woodwork with the goal al his
mercy.

Madar also appears to have
alarming lack of understanding
of the oftside rule for a player of
his experience,

His partnership up front
with Bruno Rodriguez never

gelled on Saturday - shades of

layers like Patrice Loko and
Iglnrian Maurice, who struggled
to score goals for PSG but blos-

somed after leaving.
‘Despite the deParture in the
our starters:

- the Confederations Cup

Alain Goma, Christian Worns,
Marco Simone and Adailton,
Bergeroo has plenty of material
on which to work.

In addition to the two Brazil-
ians - neither of whom played
on Saturday - he has signed
clever and experienced play-
maker Ali Bernabia from Bor-
deaux, the dangerous Robert
Irom Montpellier and Nigerian
defender Godwin Okpara from
Strasbourg. .

With Okpara's compatriot
Jay Jay Okocha - on his day one
of the best midfielders in the
world - looking as if he has re-
covered his enthusiasm. there
is plenty of creativity in the
squad.

"Our squad is better balanced
in every area this season." said
Bergeroo. "Already, we have es-
tablished a team spirit that was
absent last season.”

The keyv faclor now is
whether Christian and Cesar -
currently playing for Brazil in
in
Mexico - will fit into the squad.

Another Brazilian, Rai, was
a huge success with PSG earlier
this decade.

If the new pair make the im-
pact Bergeroo hopes for when
they arrive mid-month, then
PSG might be able to celebrate
their 30th year by mounting a
real challenge for the champi-

onship they last won back in -
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Mega bid for
Beckham
. [ ]
dismissed !

LONDON, Aug 1: Manchester
United have turned down "an
audacious bid" by Italian Serie
A side Fiorentina for England
international David Beckham.

The British Sundav Mirror
said Fiorentina offered a world
record fee of 56.7 million dol-
lars in their effort to recruit
Beckham.

Fiorentina coach Giovanni
Trappatoni was quoted in the
paper as saying he had been
urged to approach United by his
Argentine striker Gabriel Batis-
tuta. :

Said Trappatoni: "We did try
an audacious bid to b Beck-
ham to Italy but United had no
interest in selling him."

Batistuta was quoted as
saying: "l told the club to get
Beckham, whatever the cost.

"With him in the side [ would
score at least 10 more goals a
season because he is the best
crosser of the ball in the world.

He is the midfield player I rate
above all others."

Policemen hurt
in Belgrade

violence

BELGRADE, Aug 1: Seven-
teen people, including four po-
licemen, were injured in crowd
violence during and after a a
football match in Cakak, cen-
tral Serbla, on Saturday, medi-
cal sources said Sunday.

One of the policemen was se-
rioously injured.

Eight supporters of Red Star
Belgrade were Sunday given
prison terms after appearing in
court on charges relating to in-
cidents during the match be-

tween Red Star and local team

Borac.

Seven were given one-month
jail terms and another a 40-day

term. officials said,.
Eﬁanish press anticipate
Anelka deal

Owen has
to wait

LONDON, Aug 1: Injured En%—
land striker Michael Owen wi
miss the start of the Premier
League season next week, his
club Liverpool confirmed on
Saturday, reports Reuters.

"Michael is training hard
and running well but the season
has come too early for him."
said . manager Gerard Houllier,
who forecast mid-August was a
more likely start date.

"He will not be involved next
Saturday and realistically it
will be at least another couple
ol weeks before he is."

Owen has not played since
early April when he suffered a
torn hamstring and tendon
damage In a goalless league
draw at Leeds. The teenager has

"I also misseéd England's last'two

samba boost

Euro 2000 championship qualij-
fiers against Sweden and Bul-
faria.

SA fall to
Namibia

WINDHOEK, Aug 1: Namibia
eliminated South Africa from
the Castle Cup Southern Africa
championship for the second
successive year with a 4-1
penalty shootout victory after a
1-1 draw here on Saturday, re-
ports AFP.

South Africa were superior
in the :}Jening half of the quar-
ter-final at the Independence
Stadium and went ahead after
32 minutes through a powerful
header by Pollen Ndlanya off a
COrner.

Another corner produced the

equaliser four minutes into the
second half when Simon Uu-
toni headed into the path of Jo-
hannes Hindjou, who pushed
the ball over the line from close
range.
Namibia were inspired by
the goal, won much more pos-
session and when South ca
did break through they found
goalkeeper and man-of-the-
match Ronnie Kanalelo in su-
perb form.

The player, who cannot
command a regular first-team
place with South African
champions Sundowns; defied
Ndlanya twice within three.
minutes midway through the
second half.

Kanalelo maintained his in-
spirational form in the
shootout, stopping shots from
captain Thabo Mngomeni and
Matthew Booth, while Namibia
converted four consecutive
kicks to send their fans into a
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GLASGOW, Aug 1:
Rangers manager
Dic¢ Advocaat
was unimpressed
as his side started
their quest for an
11th Scottish title in 12 years
with a 2-1 win over Kilmarnock
at Ibrox on Saturday, reports
AFP,

United States international
Claudio Reyna rifled in a 68th-
minute winner for the champi-
ons but Advocaat was furious
after poor defending by Craig
Moore, who was later substi-
tuted, had allowed Kilmarnock
back into the game,

Reyna scored with an angled
drive after being set up by Jorg
Albertz three minutes after
Kilmarnock's Ally Mitchell had
been left unmarked to score
from eight metres.

Rod Wallace grabbed a superb
opening goal tor Rangers six
minutes before the break when
he controlled a long pass and
volleyed it into the net on the
turn.

Advocaat was far from
happy, however. "It was a very
nervous game from our side to-
day." he said. "I felt that the
Craig Moore substitution had to
be made when it was made.”

When asked what the solu-
lion was to Moore's defensive
shortcomings, he added: "That |
took him off. Everybody gets
some respect but it depends how
long it takes.

"Otherwise we have to make
a decision about the team. 1
know what [ have to do, but 1
don't know yet whether to do it."
the Dutchman added, hinting at
a possible recall for out-of-

favour Colin Hend

"It wasn't Bﬁljrr{h'é"ﬂﬁfénce
I'm not happy with. I thought
Claudio did very well but he was
the only one in my opinion who
did. as all the others were not in

Glasgow Rangers Claudio Reyna (L) goes on. a run
against Kilmarnock at Ibrox on July 31.

their best form."

In other action Hearts pro-
vided the best performance of
the day when they demolished
UEFA Cup contenders St John-
stone 4-1 at McDiarmid Park.

Gary McSwegan drilled the
Edinburgh side ahead after 30
minutes and Austrian mid-
fielder Thomas Flogel made it
two midway through the second
half, '

An own goal by Darren Dods
made it 3-0 after 78 minutes
and Colin Cameron scored a
fourth two minutes later before
John McQuillan's 83rd-minute
consolation for St Johnstone.

"The whole team played well
and I would have settled for
winning 4-1 before the game,"
Hearts boss Jim Jefferies said.

‘But we won't get too carried
away because we won the first

league game last season against
Rangers."

New low in
attendence

GLASGOW, Aug 1: Scottish
crisis club Clydebank’'s finan-
cial situation was not helped on
Saturday when only 29 people
paid al the turnstiles to watch
their 2-1 Scottish League Cup
first round defeat by East Stir-
ling, reports AFP,

The crowd [igure of just 69
eople - which included spies
romi other clubs plus guests
with complimentary tickets -
crealed a new record low atten-
dance for Scottish football.

On Friday Clydebank were
served with a provisional lig-
uidation order over a 13,000
pound {21,000 dottar} Bill which
has not been paid. rday’s
game generated just 300 pounds.

Manager lan McCall said: "It

was unreal today.”

Inter Milan's Roberto Baggio (R) gets away from Real

o e

Madrjd's Salgado during their pre-season friendly at the
San Siro in Milan on July 31. Inter lost 3-2..— AFP photo
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in the Scottish Premier League pame

— AFP photo

Reynarrallies for Rangers

Hearts’ Edinburgh rivals,
promoted Hibernian, were de- .

‘nied a win by a late Motherwell

goal in the Scottish capital.

Hibs' new German signing
Dirk Lehmann scored twice on
his debut, his goals sandwich-
ing a Pat Nevin strike for Moth-
erwell.

But the wvisitors finished
strongly and were rewarded
when Steven Nicholas forced in
a stﬂppa%&time equaliser to
make it 2-2,

‘T'm gutted because I really
thought we'd won it." said Hi-
bernian manager Alex McLeish.
"However, we've paid the price
for puntinF the ball late on and
defending far too deep."

The day's other game saw
Dundee United grab a late win-
ner against city rivals Dundee
at Tannadice,

Portuguese new-boy
Joaquim Ferraz was United's
hero, heading in Jim Paterson's
far-post cross with five minutes
left to give the home side a 2-1
success.

Magnus Skoldmark had put
United ahead against the run of
play after 14 minutes before
Willie Falconer levelled for
Dundee seven minutes into the
second half.

Last year's runners-up Celtie
visit Aberdeen on Sunday:.

Real Wil—l
friendly

MILAN. Aug 1: An injury
time strike from Fernando
Morientes gave Real Madrid a 3-

‘2-win over Iater Mildn in a

friendly at San Siro on Satur-
day. reporis Reuters.

Both teams fielded strong
sides with several summer sign-
ings, Inter, under new coach
Marcello Lippi, featured their
world recurg signing Christian
Vieri in attack but were without
Brazilian Ronaldo resting after
the Copa America.

It was two of Real's new faces
who combined to help open the
scoring in the 21st minute.

England international Steve
MeManaman was brought down
alter a weaving run down the
right and Inter 'keeper Fabrizio
Ferron could only parry
Bosnian Elvir Bolic's gen:e free
Kick wilh Raul making no mis-
take as he followed up.

Inter enjoyed the better of
the early possession and drew
level in the 30th when Vieri
tapped in from close range after
Alvaro Recoba headed a
Francesco Moriero cross into
his path.

But straight from the re-
start Morientes latched onto a
through ball from Raul and
blasted past Ferron,

With both teams looking
lively in attack but shaky in de-
fence, Inter should have drawn
level in the 36th minute when
Vieri put Roberto Baggio in on
goal but he sliced wide.

A stream of subsiitutions
spoiled what had promised to be
a fascinating second half but
the drama was saved for the fi-
nal minute.

Inter substitute Andrea Pirlo

jinked into the penalty area

and fired a powerful shot past
Real 'keeper Bodo Ilgner and
seemed to have given Inter a
draw.” |

But in injury time a low shot
from Real substitute Guti was
pushed out by Ferron and Mori-
entes pounced,
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