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Azhar to submit | @

fitness report
Thursday

NEW DELHI, Aug 1 (Internet
report): D Indian skipper
Mohammad Azharuddin is ex-

ted to submit his medical

tness certificate on August 5, a
day before the selectors are to
meet at Baroda to choose Indian
national squad for the coming
one-day tournament in Sri
Lanka and Singapore.

But it will be up to the selec-

tors to decide whether this re-
rt itself is enough to consider
im for inclusion in the team
or ask for a cricket board-con-
ducted physical fitness test,
board sources said in Mumbai

tud_ﬁ;.

e selectors are to meet on
August 6 to choose the remain-
ing members of the team which
would be led by newly appointed
skipper Sachin Tendulkar.
Tendulkar is expected to attend
the meeting at Baroda along
with national team coach An-
shuman Gaekwad.

Azhar had undergone a
shoulder operation at London
on June 19. Last season when
Mumbai stars Vinod Kambli
and Ajit Agarkar had submitted
fitness certificates after long

injury laﬁr-uffs the Board did
not find these sufficient.

The duo was put through a
tough physical regimen in
Mumbai, in front of then team
physical trainer Andrew Koki-
nos and Doctor Ravinder
Chanda, before considering
them for inclusion in the team
to play in the home triangular
seéries. It is being heard the
Board has made up its mind to
drop Azhar from the national
side altogether,

Whatmore gets
down to SL task

COLOMBO, Aug 1 (AFP): New
Sri Lanka coach Dav Whatmore
will start re-building Sri
Lanka's baltered cricketin
pride when he takes control o
national team training this
week.

Whatmore, who arrived here
Saturday, will formally take
over the Sri Lankan squad from
Sunday at an annual fee of
50,000 pounds sterling, cricket
officials said.

Sri Lanka's Board of Control
wriCriekel s200 Mhatmoreyy 02
was last month freed by the En-
%Esh county Lancashire, will

gin work immediately with
the 30-member squad named
for the upcoming triangular
with Australia and India.

Whatmore will be fully re-
sponsible for the national
squad that will prepare for the
next World Cup after their hu-
miliating exit from the May
World Cup tournament in Eng-
land.

Whatmore, 45, who was born
in Colombo but played seven
Tests for Australia in 1978 and
1979, guided Sri Lanka to their”
shock. World Cup success in
1996 before joining Lancashire
the following year.

Many believe Whatmore's re-
entry was instrumental in
bringing about the downfall of
disgraceéd skipper Arjuna
Ranatunga. The two men were
known to have serious differ-
ences of n‘piniun over bringing
in young blood to the team.

Wells, Nixon

LEICESTER, England, Aug 1:
Leicestershire fought back
against New Zealand on the
second day of a four-day tour
match on Saturday; reports
Reuters.

New Zealand left-arm pace-
man Shayne O'Connor took five
for 65 but Leicestershire
reached 333 for nine in their
second innings.

England one-day batsmen
Vince Wells made 101 and
wicketkeeper Paul Nixon 99.

Earlier the tourists had fin-
ished on 260 in reply to Leices-
tershire's first innings of 125,
Daniel Vettori's 112 providing
the bulk of the runs while An-
drew Penn was unbeaten on 69

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the ssgond
day of the four-day tour match
between Leicestershire and New
Zealand on Saturday :

LEICESTERSHIRE : First
Em;ings 125 all out (A. Penn 6-

1 ;

NEW ZEALAND: First in-

nings (overnight 250-8)
M Bell ¢ Wells b Ormond
5 Fleming ¢ Brimson b Baswell 1

O

C McMillan lbw b Pakin 20
N Astle Ibw b Boswell 0
C Harris ¢ Sutcliffe b Boswell 4
D Vettord b Brimson 112
M Croy b Ormond 0
B Walker ¢ Nixon b Ormond 5
A Penn not out 69
S O'Connor ¢ Smith b Ormond 13
G Allott b Ormond 0
Extras : (b-8. Ib-5, nb:10) 23
Total : (All out) 260

Fall of wickets : 1-12: 2-14:

o-14: 4-26; 5-53: 6-76: 7-116: 8-

%E;?: ‘i}EﬁU 5 heavily criticising his former
wler M R W/ manager at Liverpool, Gerard
Ormon 194 6 9 | Houllier. reports AFP.
Boswell 15 4 71 3 Former Liverpool captain
Wells 6 0 35 0] mce, who joined Middlesbrough
Dakin 12 5 37 1| for 1 million pounds (1.5 mil-
Brimson 13 5 2 1| lon dollars) on Frida . Was
Maddy 2 0 1B 0 guoted in the News ufy World
isaying Houllier and his assis-
innﬁf;ﬁﬂﬂﬂTEﬂﬁﬂﬂ: Second | tant Igh#EThumpsun should be
1 -sackd because "theyare two-
g it:;mlsiwhbﬂi? C{;O;nmﬂl' 3.? fac?d .a;;l:u"::l1 treat people like dirt”.
ONnor n 0 '
I Siteliffe b O'Connor 0 T s Hieraey

B Smith ¢ Walker b O'Connor 37

A Habib ¢ Croy b O'Connor 4
V 'Wells ¢ Croy b Vettori 101
P Nixon lbw b Penn 99
J Dakin c Bell b Vettori i8
S Boswell b Penn 0
M Brimson not out 2

J Ormond not out 1
Extras : (w-3, nb-10, 1b-4, b-7) 24
-Total : (For nine wickets) 333
Fall of wickets: 1-17; 2-21; 3-
60; 4-70; 5-107; 6-270: 7-329: 8-

' 329; 9-329

Bowler O M R W
Allott 1I8. 1 98 0
O'Connor 24 10 65 o
Penn 16 3 626 2
Astle 10 4 16+ 0
Vettori 23 9 54 2
Harris 7 1 2% 0
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American Jeff Tarango plays a forehand to S

semifinal mateh on July 31.

&

paniard Alberto Portas in their

Croatia Open
— AFP photo

Fall of the Ger

But Ribbeck said that as dis=

BONN, Aug 1:
Germarn newspa-
pers and comimen-
tators heaped
scorn on the na-
tional soccer team
o1 sunday. saying the world
was laughing at them following
their humilating 2-0 defeat by
the United States in the Confer-
ations' Cup, reports Reuters.

Friday's defeat for the Euro-
pean champions followed a 4-0
trouncing by Brazil last week.

"How could Germany emn-
barass itself like that?" asked
Welt am Sonntag across the top
of its front page on Sunday.
"The world is laughing at Ger-
MAar soccer now." ;

The paper's soccer columnist
Udo Lattek called the two de-
feats in three matches a "deba-
cle” and said the consequences
would be ernormous.

"Our players didn't play with
e “hoother, but instead nloap:
side each other," Lattekn wrote.
“Why can'’t they enjoy the game
the way the Americans did? The
deeper causes lie in our German
mentality. We Germans are far
too serious, forget acbut having
fun when we play,"

Lattek 'said coach Erich
Ribbeck should consider quit-
Lirigh.

visible again,

——

appointing as the defeat was he
would decide later whether he
would extend his two-year con-
tract.

‘I'll decide when the time
comes.” he said; "I'm not
thinking about that right now.
At the moment the only thing
Jthat matters is European
championship qualification. If
we don't achieve that then they
are going to chop my head off.”

The Berliner Morgenpost
newsli:aper sald Ribbeck had
lost all authority with the team
and added that the defeat was
the worst in recent history.

"Humilation,” the paper
wrote, "End of a soccer power."

The Morgenpost said the in-
competence and arrogance that
accompanied some of Ger-
many s most humilating de-
feats in the past were becoming

‘German. soccer is now
standing before the ruins.” it
wrote,

Germany's former coach
Franz Beckenbauer warned the
team were in danger of falling
into a hole and would no longer
be as feared by opponents.

‘We have to watch out that
no one starts Ieeling sorry for
us,” Beckenbauer said. "We've

an empire!

got to be careful now."

But Beckenbauer tried to
look at the bright side. He said
the team's humbling could help
win support for Germany’s bid
to host the 2006 World Cup.

"We've opened the gate a bit
for 2006 because we've become a
bit more likeable now," Beck-
enbauer said.

Another former mnational
trainer, Berti Vogts, said the
German virtues such as en-
gagement and fight were miss-
ing. "The motor won't start if
there's no fuel on hand."

The Sunday tabloid Bild am
Sonntag said the whole world
was laughing at Germany.

"The German failures have
returned to Frankfurt from a
trip that ended with a huge em-
barrassment,” wrote columnist
Wilfried Pastors.

He said they played like a
bunch of "losers” against the
Americans and seemed to have
their suitcases already packed
for the trip home.

‘Opponents are no longer go-
Ing to respect Germany the way
they once did -- that was once a
huge" advantage for German
leams,’ Pastors said. "These
days Germany is being domi-
nated and laughed at."

Anelka

MADRID, Aug 1:
Arsenal striker
Nicolas Anelka is
set to become-a
Real Madrid pla-
yverby Tu Y.

- 1- iy S
his: agent Mare Reoger said
Sunday, reports AFP.

"l am very cautious - experi-
ence has taught me to be that

way - but | hope that everythin
wll{ be r&sul&ed by Tuesday,”
Roger said.

Spanish newspaper reports
on Sunday backed Roger's as-
sessment.

Several reports said the
wantaway French interna-
tional is set to leave Arsenal for
Real, although there is still no
agreement on a transfer fee.

The newspaper AS reported
that the English Premiership
club and Real are still 3 million
dollars apart on the sum to be

Madrid

‘paid for the 20-year-old French..

international. - = | ;

Real  Madrid president
Lorenzo. Sanz told the ABC
newspaper on Saturday that he
was confident of sealing a deal
worth around 33 million dol-
lars. Reports Sunday said the
fee could be as high as 35.5 mil-
lion dollars.

>anz said he was personalily
negotiating a deal with Arsenal
vice-president David Dein and
thal he was delighted to be sign-
ing “a player considered among
the greatest in world football”.

Sanz said that Anelka was
due to sifgn a contract with Real
Madrid for six years.

"If we can complete the
signing of Anelka it would be
one of the biggest acquisitions
we have made in years," Sanz
told Spanish television.

A tew weeks ago we thought

bound?

it would be impossible lo sign
him. but now we are hoping he
will be a Real Madrid player
VEery soon.-

Spanish sports daily AS
predicted that Anelka wouild
sigfl a dedl on Monday. proba-
bly in London,

If Arsenal do agree to sell
Anelka to Real Madrid, it will
mark a complete turnaround.

Arsenal had originally said
they would refuse to sell the
player to Real because of alleged
illegal approaches to the player
- which prompted a complaint
to FIFA - while Real had previ-
ously branded 31 million dol-
lars "too much” to pay for the
striker.

Arsenal's subsequent at-
tempts to sell Anelka to Italian
clubs Lazio and Juventus broke
down, largely over the players'
personal demands.

LONDON, Aug 1:
The r1ow over
Manchester Unit-
ed's participation
in the FA Cup this
season reared up
again on Sunday when former
Sports Minister Tony Banks
warned there would be disas-
trous repercussions if United
bowed to pressure to re-enter the
Cup and pulled out of the World
Club Championship, reports
AFP.

Banks and the English Foot-
ball Association urged United
to pull out of the FA Cup in or-

cautions MU

der to play in world body FIFA's
inaugural competition for the
world's: best clubs in Brazil in
January.

They believe England's bid to
host the 2006 World Cup wiill be
damaged if United don't make
the trip to Brazil.

“If they go back into the FA
Cup and pull out of the World
Club Chamginnship then that
would be bloody disastrous.
That is where the pressure is
now. That is what really wor-
ries me," Banks told The Sun-
day Telegraph.

‘Manchester United should

n

be applauded for what they have
done. Football fans should say:
'Of course it is regrettable, but
they had to make a choice, a
‘{DléFh choice, a tough decision
and they should be applauded
for it.

'l think it is vital that they
play in the World Club Champi-
nnshj]}:; not just for World Cup
2006 but because things move
on.

"We didn't go to the World
Cupwhen it started, nor the Eu-
ropean Cup, and that sort of ar-
rogance and natural conser-

valism does enormous damage
to English football.”

W | T

Ince facing t

LONDON, Aug 1:
England mid-
tielder Paul Ince
is facing a Foot-
ball Association
probe after he was

:quﬂtﬂﬂ in @ Sunday newspaper

Ince said he was furious at the
way Frenchman Houllier told
him he was no longer needed at
the club.

It's disgraceful the way
Houllier has treated me and
other pla*‘trs at the club.,” the
31-year-old was quoted as say-
ing.

"People should know what
he is really like. I've played un-
der some great managers like
Alex Fe enables,

rguson, Te
Glenn Hoddle and rRrgy Hodgon -

they a{] treat their players with

II&FC -

- "But Houllier doesn't know
‘what the word means. He comes "
from France and I can't even
believe he's managed a team

before because he certainly

doesn't seem to know how to."

Ince added: "For someociie
who has been at the club two
minutes to turn round and say
youre not wanted here and to
iry and ruin my career., well. |
]:{15[ couldn't get my head round
1i.

1 just wanted to punch
Houllier in the face. And if | was

%[;uung::r. I'would have. He would
ave deserved it "

If Ince stands by his reported
comments, he seems certain to
tace a disrepute charge and FA
spokesman Steve Double con-

firmed the ruling body would be
ivestigating.

"“Graham  Bean, the FA's
compliance officer; will be writ-
ing to Paul to get his observa-
tions,” Double said,

Houllier won support from
the League Managers' Associa-

_tion, whose chief executive

Turk:a y' keen
to host 2008

Games

ISTANBUL, Aug 1: Turk
“will appl{; to be candidates E
stage the 2008 Summer
_Hglympittgs. Turl:lish Olympic

ommittee ent Sinan Er-
_dem said t s

rouble

iay, reports Reuters,

John Barnwell said: "If it was a
manager saying those things,
he'd be brought up for bringing

the game into disrepute.”

Non-genuine
Pak cricketers

KARACHI, Aug 1 (AFP):

Some 17 Pakistanis travelling

to Britain as a cricket team
have been deported from Qatar
after being disembarked from a
flight taking them to London,
officials said Sunday. :

They were going to Britain as
a team from a Lahore cricket
club after having obtained visas
from the British High Commis-
sion (embassy] in Pakistan,
they said.
: e British diplomatic offi-
cials in %atar, suspecting that
the youths planned to stay in
Britain, informed the Qatari
authorities who deported them,
the officials said.

The group members were
taken into custody on return
here but were released after

- questioning, they said.

‘They had genuine visas but
they seemed to be non-genuine
cricketers," an official of the
Federal Investigation Agency
said.

About four years ago about a
dozen Pakistanis visiting
Japan as a soccer team report-
edly disappeared seeking illegal
employment in that country.

Davenport,
Williams
final clash

STANFORD, Aug 1: For the
second straight year, Lindsay
Davenport and Venus Williams
will meet in the final of the
500,000 dollars Bank of the
West Classic, reports AP,

Defending champion Dav-
enport won the first eight games
and needed less than an hour to
defeat Amy Frazier 6-0, 6-4 in
Saturday's semifinals,
Williams won seven straight
ames in the middle of her 6-1,

-4 victory over Amanda Coet-
Zer.

The top-seeded Davenport,

‘who defeated Williams in three

sets in the tournament's final
last year and used that title as a
springboard toward a US Open
crown and the No 1 ranking,
has won seven of eight matches

against the second-seeded
Williams.

Sampras on
top alone

LOS ANGELES, Aug 1: Pete
Sampras rushed past Aus-
tralian qualifier James
“Sekulov and into the record
books Saturday at the 350,000
dollars Mercedes-Benz Cup, re-
ports Reulers.

With the 6-0, 6-2, 55-minute
semifinal victory, he jumped
past Australian Patrick Rafter
into the number one spot in the
ATP's world rankings, On Mon-
day. Sampras will begin his
271st week at the top, breaking
a tie with Ivan Lend! for the all-
tirie record.

- The match gave Sampras his

- 16Lh consecutive match victory,
+a siretch in which he lifted his

sixth Wimbledon crowrn. The
12-time Grand Slam champion,
who has finished a record six
straight years at the top, re-
flected on his latest milestone.

‘I cherish every vear bein
number one,” he said: "l{'s-dif-
ferent than winning a Grand
Slam, more like a career
achievement

Agassi, the top seed and de-
fending champion, eliminated
another wunheralded Aus-
tralian; Andrew llie, 6-4, 6.2
under the lights.

Sampras holds 4 14-10 life-
time advantage over Agassi.
The Wimbledon final, which
Shatnprais won 6-3, 6-4, 7-5, is
the only time they've plaved
this year. The two ;::rlayeé) thj;r'ee :
times in 1998, with Agassi win-
ning twice.

It won't be easy. that's for
sure,” Sampras said of the final.
‘I've got a lot of respect for An-
dre. He's probably the best
player I've played during my ca-
Teer.”

Sales scores
triple ton

LONDON. Aug 1: David Sales
hit an astonishing 303 not out

as Northamptonshire, once 58-
6, recovered to 579 all out on the
second day of their county
championship game with Essex
on Saturday, reports Reuters.

As the runs flowed freely,
Australian batsman Stuart Law
led the Essex fightback with 117
out of his side's 258-3.

But it was Sales, 21, who
stole the show with the highest
individual first-eclass score of
the season. He is the youngest
Englishman to hit a triple cen-
tury.

Northants started the day on
458-7 with Sales on 218 and
piled on the agony as Essex
made it worse for themselves by
conceding a record 98 exiras.
Sales hit 46 fours and two sixes.
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Doper detected at Pan Am

WINNIPEG, Manitoba, Aug 1:

Doping crept into the 13th Pan

American Games, tainting the
event when the Pan American
Sports Organization notified
the host nation Canada that
one of its athletes had failed a
drug test, reports AP,

There was no indication of
which athlete, which sport or
which banned substance was
involved, but PASO’'s medical
commission met Saturday
night to determine if a viola-
tion occurred and was to an-
nounce its findings Sunday
morning.

It was the first positive test
at the regional Olympics.

On the field of play. Cuba ap-
peared to be trying to get as

much out the momentum it -

created only a day before.

After winning five golds on
the final day of athletics Friday
night, the Caribbean commu-
nist nation kept things going in
their direction Saturday, ad-
vancing to the semifinals in
their %e]nv:d baseball” and
stanning the Americans in
women's basketball.

Solo homers from Luis Ula-
cia and Gabriel Pierre lifted
Cuba over the Dominican Re-
public 3-1 in baseball and sent
it to a meeting against unbeaten
Canadaon S ay.

Later, Cuba's women sho-
cked the United States 95-64 in
basketball, handln% the Ame-
ricans their worst loss in Pan
Ams play. =

Cuba also tup?led host
Canada in men's volleyball, ad-
vancing to the final against
Brazil. ; '
- With only 16 medals on Sat-
urday's calendar, much of the

i}?us of the Pan Ams 10th day

.1 competition switched to team
sports,

Argentina's: men routed
Trinidad 7-1 and, like their fe-
male teammates, gualified for
the field hockey final to assure

“their country of at least a silver

i R

o1

. tions of “s-nmeljnurn

medal.

Of the medals up for grabs;
most (10} were in sailing,

Host Canada came away the
biggest winner on Lake Win-
nipeg. capturing three golds
thanks to Richard Clarke in
men's Finn, Oskar Johansson
in Sunfish and Kelly Hand in
women s Laser Radial.

The Americans picked up
two in sailing but also mined a
pair of golds in modern pen-
tathlon, men's and women's
and three more in track cycling
to increase their overall gold to-
tal to 69, more than double
their closest rival, Cuba, re-
mained with 33

In baseball, the Cuba-Do-
minican game pitted two of the
better sides in the nine-team
event, made possible when Ciiba
lost two of its opening round
games — to the United States
and Canada.

But the Cubans rallied Sat-
urday, getting six innings-plus
of six hit ball out of Jose Contr-
eras and three more of one-hit
ball from Luis Lazo, who had
five strikeouts.

Canada remained the only
unbeaten team in the tourna-
ment with a 12-2 victory over
Guatemala in seven innings.

Mexico beat Nicaragua 5-1
and was to play the United
States. 5-2 winners over
Panama, in the other semi.

-In other matters relating to
Cuba, the 42 Chefs de Mission of
the Pan Ams issued a statement
Saturday, condemning the ac-
ists and
Sports agents” for "negative ac-
tions that have affected not
only Cuba, but all of the Ameri-
cas and that have interfered
with the Olympic movement
and the spirit of equality and
good sportsmanship.”

It said the acts by the jour-
nalists and agents ‘are "com-

promising’ the Games ideals of
freedom. friendship and fra-
ternity.”

aimed at US Major League
Baseball representatives and
scouts, who have been attending
the Games with a keen interest
in Cuban baseball team:

It also;, somewhat,; echoes
complaints of the Cuban dele%a-
tion, which has accused one lo-
cal newspaper, the Winnipeg
Surn, of inciting its athletes to
defect.

The statement followed a re-
port earlier this week that later
proved false that two Cuban
baseball players had defected.

An otlicial from the Interna-
tional Baseball Association
told several reporters that the
itwo players had defected. But
Canadian immigration offi-
cials and sources close to the
Cuban team said the official
was wrong.

One of the players mentioned
by IBA delegate Enzo Gesu was
Cuba’'s pitcher Jose Ibar. Ibar
was in the dugout during
Saturday's game.

Like baseball, men's soccer
moved toward the semifinals,
Honduras wrap up its first-
round play with a 2-1 victory
over Jamaica, eliminating the
Caribbean islanders and
clinching a semufinal spot for
not only itself but the United’
States,

The United States drew 0-0
with Uruguay later Saturday,
but since it entered the match
tied on points with Jamaica
(six) in Group B, it already was
assured of advancing thanks to
its 2-1 wvictory over the Ja-
maicans on Thursday.

Honduras finished the first
round with a perfect 4-0-0
record and assured of finishing
no worse than fourth, where it
ended up in Mar del Plata in
1995.

"God is with us,” Honduran
midfielder Francisco Pavon
said. "This was a reward for
preparation and sacrifice of all
our players. This has been the
base of our victory,"

The statement clearly was

Scene from the Pan Am Games volleyball encnuntef between

Argentina and Cuba on July
— AFP photo

Leeds

£t

BIRMINGHAM .
England, Aug 1;
Leeds manager
David O'Leary on
Saturday dis-
missed any possi
bility ol the club reaching a
commpromise contract agree-
ment with striker Jimmy Floyd
Hasselbaink, reports AFP.
Hasselbaink is demanding
40,000 pounds (60,000 dollars
per week, which would make
the Dutch international the
highest paid player in the Pre-
miership. outstripping the
wages earried by Liverpool's
Robbie Fowler by 7,000 pounds.
Following the 1-0 pre-season
Iriendly win over Birminghain,

1 -

O'Leary said: "Jimmy is our
layer. He has been offered a
antastic contract, but has put
in a transfer request, so has
turned down the offer.

“What Jimmy is looking for
is more than anybody in this
country is being paid. It is a vast
amount of money.

"But he has two years left on
nis current deal and we will not
be diclated to. We will decide
what we want to do.

“There is no scope for nego-
tiationn. We have gone to the
very limit of what we can offer.”

Leeds are willing to make
Hasselbaink the wealthiest
player in United’'s history wilh
a 22,000 pound per week deal,

budge

but not to go beyorid that.

It has led to the 27-year-old
slapping in a transfer request,
which was immediately re-
jected by chairman Peter Rids-
dale.

Atletico Madrid are willing
to meet the Dutchman's pay
demand though, and the Span-
ish giants twice faxed Ridsdale
with a 10 million pound offer
tor the forward who has scored
42 goals in his two seasons in
the Premiership.

Hasselbaink was barracked
by the fans throughout the
Birmingham game, with alinost

his every touch being greeted by
boos and jeers.

o
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An AFP file photo of Northamptonshire's David Sales
swinging towards deep mid-wicket during a World Cup
‘warmup match against Sri Lanka. Sales cracked a triple
century against Essex on July 31. '

BEIJING, Aug 1:
SWiss sports
imarketing coni-
4 pany Interna-
I‘L tional Sports and
- Leisure  (ISL) de
nied Sunday published reports
that it'is responsible for delays
in paying 800,000 dollars
allegedly owed to Chinese
national soccer coach Bobby
Houghton and his assistants,
reports AFP.
"His salary in 1999 is the
sole responsibility of the Chi-
nese Football Association, not
ISL," said I5L Asia-Pacific gen-
eral manager Chris Renner.
"While we have agreed to
reimburse another sports mar-
keting group for his 1998
salary, despite a number of re-
quests we have not received the
proof we need that he received
the money we are being asked to
pay,” he told AFP.

The sports marketing com-
pany referred to is US-based
International

Management Group (IMG)
which contracted the former
Nottingham Forest coach in
1997 when IMG was handling
the marketing for both China's

professional leagues.

In March this year, IMG lost
the national team business
when ISL, marketing partners
of world soccer body FIFA and
European and African soccer
confederations, signed a six-
year agreement reportedly val-
ued at more than USD30 mil-
lion,

IMG continues to handle the -
marketing of the domestic

league.

national team and domestic

On Friday, Shanghai's Wen-
hui Daily said Houghton had
not been paid since last year
when the Chinese Football As-
sociation switched over from
IMG to ISL.

The ISL Group had not paid
one penny” since last vear,
when it accepted responsibility
Lo pay the expenses of Houghton
and the other foreign coaches,
the report said.

- T TR T

ISL defends itself

However, Renner said ISL
agreed to repay money spent on
Houghton and his assistants in
1998, but only after their em-
ployment contracts were pro-
duced.

“To date, ISL. has not re-
ceived any contracts or sub-
stanitive prool that the money
being claimed is actually the
money contracted and paid
out. said Renner.

Dutch swimmer Inge de Bruiju smiles after setting a new
European record in the 50m freestyle event with a time of
| 24.84 geconds in Istanbul on July 31,

— AFP photo



