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Girl gangraped
From Our Correspondent
NATORE, July 31; Some miscreants gangraped a 15-year-old
girl at Knishuapurdigha village in sadar thana recently.
Police said, the miscreants kidnapped the girl from her
house, took her away in a nearby cropfield and raped her one af-
ter another. v

Abducted school girl rescued

From Our Correspondent

MYMENSINGH, July 31: Bhaluka police rescued a school girl
within 18 hours of her abduction recently.

According to police, Dulena Begum, 12, a student of Hasir-
bari Sonarbangla High School, daughter of Dulal Mia of village
Laban Kova in Bhal thana was abducted from her house on
June 29, at about 11 pm. Immediately, a case was ludlﬁ_lﬁd with
Bhaluka thana accusing Azizul Hoque, son of Abdul Khaleque
of the same village for his alleged involvement in the abduction.
Police rescued Dulena from the house of Shamsuddin, a relative
of Azizul on June 30. Police also arrested Azizul .

Se?arate incidents claim two lives
PATUAKHALI, July 31: Two people were killed in separate
incidents here on Tuesday, reports UNB.

Police said Shahidul Mirdha, 30, of Sadar thana was Killed
in a traffic mishap at the district ferryghat. In another inci-
dent, Abdul Kader, 20, of Kalapara thana allegedly committed
suicide by hanging himself with rope at their residence.

Indian onions seized

JOYPURHAT, July 31: BDR jawans seized 4,450 kgs of Indian
onions worth about Taka one lakh from Jitarpur area on

Wednesday night, reports UNB. '
Acting on a tip-off, the BDR men intercepted a truck on Mon-
olbari-Dhamuirhat road in Jitarpur and recovered the onions.
itnesses said the smugglers in a bid to snatch the onions put
up barricade on the road with the help of some local people, but
the BDR men foiled their attempt. The haul was deposited with

the local Customs office.

Fund shortage hampers project work

GOPALGANJ, July 31: Implementation of a child home pro-
{ect, involving Taka 80 lakh, is being delayed for lack of fund,
reports UNB.

Officials said the fund, which was allocated by Public Works
Department for construction of a four-storied uilding of the
project on the bank of the Matamuhuri river, has been di
to another project. When contacted PWD Executive Engineer
said it would not be possible to implement the project it fresh
fund was not allocated.

Two dacoits awarded jail term

TANGAIL, July 31: A court here on Thursday convicted two
men and sentenced them to 10 years' imprisonment in a dacoity
case, reports UNB.

The court also fined the convicts — Julhash alias Juiu Khan
of sadar thana and Darbesh Ali of Mirzapur thana — Tk 5,000
each, in default, to suffer six months’ more in jail. According to
prosecution, the convicts along with their accomplices entered
into the house of Nitai Chandra Saha at Karatipara in sadar
thana at dead of t on Novemnber 18, 1993 and looted goods
worth about Tk 82, 000. After examining records and witnesses,
the judge punished the two and acquitted 12 others.

JP leaders, workers resign en masse
BHOLA, July 31; A section of Jatiya Party (JP) leaders and
workers have resigned en masse protesting what they said the
party’'s anti-people and destructive activities, reports UNB.
President of JP sadar thana unit Muhammad Sadeq, general
secretary Muhammad Shafi, president and general secretary of
the pourasabha unit Azizul Huq and Muhammad Sentu and dis-
trict unit general secret of Sramik Party, a Iront organisa-
tion of JP, Amirul Hug Chowdhury were learnt to have submit-
ted their resignation letters. A large number of JP workers of
the municipality area also deserted the party, JP sources said,

Girl raped

From Our Correspondent
SATKHIRA July 31: A girl was raped at village Assassuni in
Assassumni thana on July 2.
Police sources said that the victim had been going to a
nearby vegetables field of her house when Abdus Sabur of the
same village took her forcibly to a nearby bush and raped her.

Body exhumed

Frem Our Correspondent
Jah:ALFUR, July 31: Body of young girl was exhumed ufter
65 days of her demise recently.
Following a complaint by the deceased's father the body was
exhumed in-presence of magistrate Mir Nazrul Islam. Lipi Be-
um, 16, daughter of Rezabuddoulah of village Kangalakursa in
alendah thana died at Malendah Hospital on April 28, She got
admitted there with complaints of abdominal pain and enteric
fever. Later on she was burried by her relatives, Subsequently
ldier ftitther complained that his daughter had been poisoned o
eati.

primary scholarship

Gets
From Our Correspondent
FARIDPUR, July 31: Farhana Shahrin Khan got talent pool
schoiarship from Faridpur PT! school at the primary scholar-
ship exaniination held in 1998.
Farhana Shahrin Khan is the daughter of school teacher

Hosneara Begum and Md Shahjahan Khan, a businessman of
the town.

Installation ceremony

From Our Correspondent

RISHOREGANJ, July 31: Installation ceremony of the newly
elected chairman and commissioners of Kishoreganj
Pourasabha was held recently. A function was arranged in the

urasabha premises with Md Nurul Islam in the chair. Md Zil-
ur Rahman. Minister for Local Government, Rural Develop-
ment and Cooperatives attended the function as the chief guest
while advocate Md Abdul Hamid, Deputy Speaker of the Jatiya

Sangsad, AKM Shamsul Haque, MP and Syed Ashraful Islam,
MP were special guests.

Terrorist rearrested

1 From Our Coerrespondent
KUSHTIA, July 31: A noterious terrorist was rearrested re-
fﬁ:ﬁlg by Mirpur pclice from wvillage Pearpur in Daulatpur
Shah Alam. the notorious terrorist was arrested on March 2
this year on charge of murder, dacoity and other arms cases. He
was kept in Kushtia General Hospital under police custody. But
he lled away from Kushtia General Hospital on March 3. After-

wards Mirpur police rearrested him trom the house of Tobjel of
the aferementioned village,

Two housewives
killed by
husbands:

. Two commit
suicide

verted

Two persons allegedly com-

JESSORE, July 31: Two
ﬁuung housewives were brutally
illed by their husbands in
Morinrampur and Sadar
thanas on Friday, reports UNB.
Police and family sources
said Subash Kumar of Grurulia
village in Sadar thana merci-
lessly beaten his wife Kabita
Rani Dashi, 18, as she failed to

bring dowry money from her
parents.

She was found hanged by
rope around the neck in a
mango tree. Police and resi-
dents suspect that Kabita was
beaten to death by her husband.

In another incident., Hos-
neara, 20, lost her life protest-
ing the immoral act of her hus-
band Wakil Uddin of Gabukhali
village in Monirampur thana.

mitted suicide on Saturday and
Sunday in Satkhira and Joy-
purhat district, reports UNB.

In Satkhira : A young
housewife allegedly committed
suicide by taking poison at

Khatabari in Kalaroa thana on
Saturday.

QUU“UCF her family members
police said Rehana Parveen, 22.
wife of Abul Hossain of the
area, took her own life having
failed to endure the torture by
her husband.

In Joypurhat : A young man
allegedly committed suicide
over a family feud at Dogachhi
Eillage in sadar thana on Sun-

ay.

Villagers said Mir Alam, 23,
took pesticide after a brawl
with his family members over a
trifling matter.

National

- 338 killed in 38 train accidents

in Rly western zone in 27 years

JESSORE, July 31: Some 338
people were killed and more
than 700 others injured in 38
major train accidents in the
western zone of Bangladesh
Railway over the last 27 years.
reports UNB.

According to Railway
sources, 150 people were killed
and several hundred others in-
jured when an engine buffer of a
passenger train ploughed
through a roadside bazaar near
Jessore railway station in 1972,

Nine people were killed and
an unspecified number of pas-
sengers injured in a collision
between an army truck and
Mahananda Express at Jessore
railway station in 1975.

Forty passengers died when
a Rocket mail train derailed
near Chuadanga in 1986.

Al least 36 passengers burnt
to death and 50 others were in-
jured when Simanta Express
caught fire between Mirpur and

Bheramara in Kushtia district
in 1992

Twenty-three people were
killed and 200 others wounded
in an accident near the Hili
border in Dinajpur district in
1993.

The same year, six people
were killed and 20 others in-
jured in a collision between a
mail train and a passenger bus
al Bhanga gate in Jessore dis-
irict.

Eleven passengers were
killed and 50 others hurt in a
train accident in Shiddhir sta-
tion in 1997. \

Thirteen people were killed
and 50 others injured in a head-
on collision between a passen-

er bus and an express train at a
evel crossing near Mobarak-
ganj railway station
Jhenidah district on December
18, 1998,

Besides, 30 more accidents
occurred in the western zone
during the period that left 50

00 others injured.

of -

Another report from Lal-
monirhat says: Ten more pas-
senger trains of Bangladesh
Railway's western zone have
been put under private man-
agement in a bid to increase the

ng revenue income.

e Dhaka-based lessee — Is-
lam Ship Builders and Heavy
Engineering — will run the
trains under its management
from August 15.

Earlier. all tender formali-
ties were completed in Dhaka
and Rajshahi on July 21.

A competent source at the
Lalmonirhat Divisional Rail-
way office said the authorities
expect to earn three times more
than its present income from 10
trains by handing over their
management in the private
sector.

Uttar Banga Mail train (V-Up
Dinajpur-Dhaka and 8-down
Dhaka-Dinajpur)] — monthly
contract value Tk 8.10 lakh:
Bogra Express (19-Up Santahar-
Dhaka and 20-Down Dhaka-

Santahar) — Tk 5.40 lakh; 491-
Up Santahar-Bonarpara Local

and 492 Down Bonarpara-
Santahar — Tk 3.54 lakh.

Four trains — 27-Up Par-
batipur-Chilahati.. 28-Down
Chilahati-Parbatipur, 23-Up
Parbatipur-Khulna and 24-
Down Khulna-Parbatipur —
have been leased out at Tk 18
lakh per month.

The source said the trains
would be handed over to the
contractors by August 15.

With these 10 trains, a total
of 14 trains in the Western Zone
have been given on contract to
private management.

The authorities earlier
leased out four trains that run
between Santahar and Lal-
monirhat as "Padmaragh Ex-
press.

Passengers said services of
the trains run under private
management are better than the
government-run trains and
they reach the destination on
time.

Benple killed and more than

Determined growgrs: Farmers of Jamalpur collecting seeds from far away in the face of an
acute scarcity of Aman seeds and bullock crisis this year. They are using power tillers to

attain their goal.

—Star photo

Crimes up in Kushtia

KUSHTIA, July 31: Five per-
suns were killed, several da
colties were committed, one hi-
jacking incident took place
within a span of five days in
Kushtia. 1

On July 12 after commitiing
dacoity. dacoits shot at the
house owner, but the bullet hit
another dacoit of the same
group, Later on he was killed in
the hospital. Name of the dacoit
is Farug, 15.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
(JSD] worker Salahuddin alias
Soieman, 29, was hacked to
death by the activists of Bip-

From Our Correspodent

lobi Communist Party at vil-
age Baruichara in Kumarkhali
thana on July 13. Kumarkhali

olice recovered a mutilated

y of a 35 -year -old unidenti-
fied person from Kaliganga
river near Dhalnagar area of
kumarkhali thana on July 15.
They sent it to Kushtia General
Hospital for autopsy. Identity of
the person could not be known.

In another incident two sis-
ters were killed by sndke bite on
dguly 15, Rashida Khatun, 23,
and Bulu Khatun, 16, daughters
of Jowad Ali of village Jhoudia
in the sadar thana became vic-

tims of snake bite in their
houses and fell iil. They were
rushed to Kushtia General Hos-
pital, but they died during
treatment.

During the period five da-
coity cases were reported from
Kumarkhali thana. Dacoits
looted cash, gold ornaments
and other valuables worth Taka
five lakh, acording to the vic-
tims. During the period snatch-
ers snalched Taka eight lakh in
broad day light on Kushtia-
Meherpur road, but none of the
accuseds could be arrested.
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Reception

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, July 31 .. Farid-
ur Press Club accorded a
Redarty reception to Razi Shara-
jul Islam, MP from cos-
ntituency — Faridpur | com-
prlsing Boalmari, Madhukhali
and Alfadanga thanas recently
at the club premises with iis
president Sved Imamul Azam
it the chair.

The MP i a brief speech
lavded the role played by the
wress for peace and prosperity
for the nation. He urged the
newsinen to cover objective and
reflective news for the welfare
of the state. He donated a fax
machine and a telephone set to
the press club for convenience
of the journalists in their pro-
fessional works.

Earlier, he was given an-
other reception at Faridpur
High Schiool from where he
passed the Matriculation Ex-
amination in the year 1956. He
donated Taka one lakh to the
school for awarding stipends

among the poor and meritorius
students every vear.

Jute production may
fall short of target

From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA, dJuly 31! The
prospect of achieving the jute
production target this year in
10 districts of Khulna division
is bleak as seed crisis during
sowing hampered the farming.
Besides, total estirnated area of
land targeted for jute farming
was not actuaily brought under
the cultivation.

According to Agricultural
Exiension Department (AED)
source, only 2776 heclares ol
land was brought under jute cul-
tivation in Kushtia against the
target of 10362 hectares.

n Chuadanga target was
11465 hectares but only 4750
hectares of land was brought
under the cultivation. In
Meherpur target was 10661
hectares but 3406 hectares of
land was brought under jute cul-
tivation.

In Jhenidah only 2240
hectares of land against tar-
geted 15320 hectares, in Jessore

only 5000 apainst 24024, in
Narail only 305 against 13325,
it Magura only 715 against
16295, in Khulna only 57
against 14024, and in Satkhira
only 144 hectares of land was
brought under the cultivation
against the target of 1194
hectares.

During sowin
also experienced drought like
situation. Besides. farmers,
who were facing acute seed cri-
sis, were not interested to pur-
chase Indian jute seeds of infe-
rior quality then available in
the markets.

Some growers, however, said
apart from seed crisis, they lost
interest in the farming because
of fund shortage and high
prices of fertilizer.

Experts said that the drastic

time, farmers

fall in jute cultivation will have

an adverse impact on the pro-
duction of jute mills of Jessore
and Khulna districts.

the three-year-old daughter of

! the pond and drowned.

Mita killing
Proper
investigation

demanded

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY.
July 31 Students of the varsity
demanded proper investigation
into the killing of Sabina Yas-

imin Mita, a 3rd vear student of

Botany Department, and exem-
plary punishment to killers.

The students, under the ban-
ner of general students, in a
press conference held at the
central cafeteria on the campus,
also criticised the slow pace of
investigation.

Sabina Yasmin Mita was
found dead in the room number
9 of the Karmajibi Mahila Hos-
tel in the city on July 5. Two

people were arrested in this
connection,

Students also demanded
Shimul, the main accused and

riend of Mita, ba 0
{akln‘g pa fn e .tm ?ﬂﬂ ‘
honours examinations Irom

safe custody.

Meanwhile, the general stu-
dents recently submitted a
memorandum to the home min-
ister through the vice chancel-
lor demanding the trial of the
killers.

Earlier, they brought out a
protést procession on the cam-
pus. A large number of students,
both male and female, joined
the procession.

Mystery shrouds
over death of lady

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, July 31 : Mys-
tery has shrouded over the
death of a technical trainer of
the Department of Social Wel-
fare of Naogaon district.

According to eyewitnesses,,
Khadija B—e%urn Popy. 27, died
mysteriously on Wednesday
night. The young lady was re-
siding in Chakderpara area in
Naogaon town. Local egenple
found the door of her bed room
shut down till Thursday noon.
Afterwards they informed po-
iice, Thenec}:nlice from local
thana rushed to the spot and en-
tered into the room and recov-
ered the deadbody.

Kidnapped

gir]l rescued

From A Correspondent

FENI, July 31: A kidnalf::ped
school girl was rescued from
Kalidha under Sadar thana last
week.

Kulsum .14, daughter of one
Alauddin of village Balukia un-
der Sadar thana, was kid-
napped on her way to school on
May 5. Kulsum Is student class
X1 in Sonapur High School.

Feni thana police rescued
the girl and arresled one Bachu
Mia in connection of the kid-
nap.

Three children
drown 1n
Chandpur

From Our Correspondent

CHANDPUR, July 31: Three
children drowned here recently
in two separate incidents.

A two-year-old child
drowned in a pond in Haziganj
thana. According to family
sources, Bilkis Akhter. daugh-
ter of Md Shahjahan, a school
teacher, fell into a nearby pond
of their house and drowned.

Two children drowned in a
pond at Kachua thana, Ferdous,

Anwar Hossain of village Ka-
markasha in Kachua thana and
Aslam, the two-year old son of
Makbul Hossain of the same
village were playing nearly the
pond and the victims fell into
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Misuse of card

phone at RU

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI UNIVERSITY,
July 31;:: Cards phones on the
campus are being misused in
many ways .

Three card phone booths,
installed by the Telephone and
Telegraph (T&T) Deparment,
one at the varsity guest house
and two others at the adminis-
tration building-1, are in the
grip of some class four employ-
ees of the university. They buy
phone cards from the banks
and post offices at the govern-
ment rate in connivance with
some dishonest officials . They
do not even spare a single card
for the consumers to buy.

On the other the consumers
including the students and
teachers do not rﬁi phone cards
from the post office on the cam-
pus. This is because the cards
are exhausted in the back door.

Sometimes. large unit cards
are left in the the post offices
buying the small unit cards.
This inconvenient situation
compels the users to buy units

in the black market.

The practice also goes in the
teachers club. The peons and

ards of the club sell units in
the same way to the teachers
and guests there. Nobody
protests the black practice.

They sell a 50 unit card at
Tk. 125 in stead of Tk 100, a
100-unit card at Tk 250 in stead
of Tk 200, a 200- unit card at Tk
475-500 in stead of Tk. 400. Be-
sides, they sell per unit at Tk 2.5
in stead of the actual rate. It is
also alleged that they inten-
tionally make the mechines
faulty .

Meanwhile, there is no tele-
hone facility in the students'
ormitories on the campus. All

the telephone sets are out of or-
der in the residential halls. So
the students face a great prob-
lem in communicating with
others from their respective
dormitories. Again, it becomes
impossible to set up commu-
nion with the students from
outside the campus.

Events of districts
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ongoing Fisheries Week ‘99 at the sadar thana parisad
auditorium in Magura, Dr M S Akbar, MP addressing

—Star photo

there.

Mymensingh which

A colourful rally by the Rotarians of Rotary Club of
they bhrought out

recently in

observance of their year launching programme, 1999-2000.
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A seminar titled Woman and

child trafficking, arranged

recently by Rights Jessore in cooperation with CIDA is
progressing at Keshabpur thana parisad auditorium.
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Maj Gen (retd) Mohamm

Bhuivan, a

renowned freedom fighter of the country recently
exchanged views with the elite of Gouripur, Dhakargaon

and Kapashkandi in the Gouripur College premises.

seen on the dais.

Welcome freshers: Prof Abdul Khaleque,:

.....
e

) .____Vice-Chancellur of Rajshahi University addressing a freshers’ reception
function for the students of 1998-99 session at Kazi Nazrul Islam auditorium. Prof Sayeedur Rahman, Pro-VC also

—Star photo

Uplift'works progressing

e

in districts

Development works aré pro-
gressing steadily in various dis-
tricts, report agencies.

Pirojpur Distriet Council
implemented 25 development
schemes during the fiscal 1998-
99 spending Tk 65.60 lakh.

Officials said of the schemes
16 were implemented with the
council's own funds while the
rest with that of ADP.

The projects included con-

" struction and reconstmiction of

bridge, road pavement and ren-
ovation of bungalow and Union
Parishad (UP} building,

Of the projects, nine were
implemented in Mathbaria
thana, four in Sadar, three in
Bhandaria, two each in Nazir-
pur and Kaokhali and five in
Swarupkathi thana.

Another report from Gopal-
ganj adds: The District Council
completed 22 development pro-
Jects in the district in the pre-
ceding fiscal at a cost of Tk
60.89 lakh.

[t also implemented 25
schemes spending Tk 75.26

lakh from ADP funds. officials
sald. ;

In Feni : Execution of 38 pro-
llgctﬁ was completed at a cost of
aka one crore and eight lakh
by Feni Zilla Parisha
the last financial year.
According to an official
source, the projects included
construction and re-construc-
tion of village roads, passen-
Eers‘ sheds and repair of Dak-
ungalow.

during



