DHAKA SATURDAY,

Killing in Turkey
» L]
Brig. Sharif's
spouse, son
.
buried

Kismat Ara Islam and Sira-
jus Saleheen, the wife and son
of Brigadier Shariful Islam,
Bangladesh Defence Attache in
Turkey, were buried at Banani
Army graveyard in the city yes-
terday, an ISPR press release
said, reports BSS.

Their namaz-e-janaza was
earlier held at the Dhaka Can-
tonment Central Mosque after

. the juma prayers.

© Among others, Chief of
Army Staif Lieutenant General
Muhammad Mustafizur Rah-
man, Bir Bikram, Chief of Air
Staff Air Vice-Marshal Jamal
Uddin Ahmed, senior civil and
military officers and relations
of the deceased attended the
namaj-e-janaza.

Kismat Ara Islam and Sera-
jus Saleheen were killed by
their servant at their, Ankara
residence on July 12. Brigadier
Islam was also seriously in-
jured by the assailant.

The body of Kismat Ara Is-
lam and Sirajus Saleheen were
brought back home Thursda
evening on board a Turkis
Military Aircraft.

The Turkish government
provided the aircraft to carry
the coffins as a mark of
friendly relations between the
two countries. Turkish civil
and military officers and mem-
bers of the diplomatic corps in
Ankara were present at the air-
port to show their respect and
slympalhy to the bereaved [am-
ily. The goodwill gesture of the
Turkish government was a
mark of their cordiality for the

government and people of
Bangladesh.

JULY 31,1999

< ol 3 5 - fr '-.
e ‘
e ﬁﬁ,
o - i e 3
..::. ) % s o -.:r. i % . g :- s

v

T

Dhaka City unit of Juba Dal held a protest rally

. yesterday demanding of the
to withdraw all 'false' cases against the leaders and activists of BNP.

government

Seminar: centre for Development Research, Bangladesh
(CDRB) has organised a seminar on 'Pakistani Historian and the
Bangladesh War of Liberation'. Key-note speaker: Yvette C Rosser,
Ph.D Candidate, Department of Curriculum and Instruction,
University of Texas at Austin, USA and Research fellow of
American Institute of Bangladesh Studies (AIBS). Venue; WVA
auditorium, Road No: 27 (Old), Dhanmondi. Time: 4:30 pm.

Wo Ifl{ShﬂE: A two-day national workshop on 'Public
Administration Reform' will begin today. President Shahabuddin
Ahmged will inaugurate the workshop organised by the Association

of Development Agencies, Bangladesh [ADAB). Venue: CIRDAP
auditorium. Time: 10 AM.

Discussion: Nari Adhikar Andolon will hold a discussion
on the occasion of Siratun Nabi. Prof Siddika Kabir. former
Principal of Home Economics College will be the chief guest at the
discussion. Venue: Iranian Cultural Centre. Time: 4 PM.

.. "The 745th regular weekly
meeting of the Rotary Club of
Dhaka Central will be held to-
day at 01:30 pm at 'FAMILY
LOUNGE’, Dhaka Club Rotari-
ans are cordially invited to
visit for make-up and fellow-
ship”, say a press release.

Nirmul Committee
forms conference
preparatory body

Ekatturer Ghatak Dalal
Nirmul Committee yesterday
forrmned a 101-member Confer-
ence Preparato Committee
for holding "South Asian Con-
ference against Communalism
and Fundamentalism" sched-
uled to be held in the city in
January next year, reports B55.

National Professor Kabir
Chowdhury and Prof Jarina
Zaman were made convenor
and member secretary respec-
tively of the committee.

e decisiormrwas taken at @

meeting of the Central Execu-
tive Committee of the Nirmul
Committee with its president
Poet Shamsur Rahman in the
chair,

Shamsur Rahman said col-
laborators of 1971 and terror-
ists of Jamaat-e-Islami were
destroying commemorative
documents and monuments of
the War of Liberation at differ-
ent places across the country.

"We can’t be silent observers
under these circumstances," he
said.

Condemning the demolition
of memorial monument of the
Liberation War at Carmichael
College in Rangpur and the
monument of wani Kumar
Dutt at Brojomohon College in
. Barisal by the Jamaat-Shibir
terrorists, Rahman said the
fundamentalist forces are uz-
ing to destroy the spirit of the
War of Liberation and turn the
country into Pakistan and
Afghanistan.

He said it is very sad that
"the pro-liberation government
is taking no action against the
terrorist activities ot the fun-
damentalist forces."

Govt working to.
ensure healthcare

for all : Yousuf

RANGPUR, July 30: Health
Minister Alhaj Salahuddin
Yousuf today said the govern-
ment is committed to providing
healthcare facilities to all by
2002 and to achieve the goal
massive programmes are being
executed across country, reports
BSS. .

The Health Minister was ad-
dressing the biennial session of
"Swadhinata Doctors
Parishad", Rangpur Branch at
Rangpur Medical College audi-
torium. He told the gatherin
that at least four thousan
health clinics would be con-
structed in phases in the coun-
try to provide healthcare to the
commeon people.

He urged the doctors to work
sincerely for the welfare of the
people to turn the country into
‘Sonar Bangla' as dreamt by
Bangabandhu.

Earlier, the Health Minister
inaugurated a Taka 2.40 crore

extension work of RMC ladies
hostel.

Parliament Member H N
Ashekur Rahmian and Anisul

Haque Chowdhury spoke on the
occasion.

Obituary

Prof Nurul Huda, Principal
of Bakerganj Govt College, died
of lever cerossis at the
Shomorita Hospital in the ecity
on Tuesday. He was 57; says a
press release.

Prof Huda started his carrier
at Dhaka College and worked as
Controller of Examinations of
Dhaka Board, Vice-Principal of
Chittagong Govt College.

He left behind his wife, two
daughters and a host of rela-
lives and admirers to mourn
his death.

He was buried at the Azimpur
Graveyard [Old).
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Seminar: A seminar on "Good Governance" will be held Law
Minister Abdul Matin Khasru and Chairman of Administrative
Reform Commission ATM Shamsul Haque will attend the seminar
organised by Bangladesh MBA Association. Prof Muzaffar Ahmed
of IBA, Dhaka University will present the key-note paper. Venue:
Auditorium of Academy for Planning and Development. Time: 4

pm.

Seminar: A CPE seminar, organised by the Institute of
Chartered Accountants of Bangladesh (ICAB), on 'Salient Features
and Implications of Changes Made in Income Tax Ordinance 1984
by Finance Act 1999' will be held. Chief guest: Abdur Razzagq,
Minister for Water Resources. Venue: ICAB Auditorium, Chartered
Accountant Bhaban, 100 Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue. Time: 10 AM.
Md Jainul Abedin FCA, Member Council & past president ICAB
‘will present the key-note paper.

Clinical meet: zu sikder Cardiac Care and Research Cen-
tre has organised a clinical meeting and scientific session on
‘Anticoagulants in cardiology and cardiac surgery, Biochemical
tests and coagulation profile and Surgical management of a
bleeding post operative cardiac surgical patient.’ Venue:
Conference Hall (2nd floor) of the Centre, Monica Estate,
Dhanmondi. Time 9 AM to 10 am.

Dance programme: Sangbart Sangskritik Sangathon
has organised a solo Kathak dance programme. Moutushy Khon-
dokar will perform at the programme directed by Shibli Mo-
hammad. Venue: National Museum auditorium. Time: 7 PM. |

Lecture: The 19th

f onthl G'qural_Me,eting of the Eéiat_lc

’%Ellf -Philosophy., “University of Dhaka, will deliver a lecture on
Humanitarian in Nazrul's Thought'. Venue: Seminar room of the
Society. Time: 5 pm.

'- '-hﬁfd' Prof Aminul Islam, Depariment.

of Ba

Meeting: The first meeting

of the new Executive Committee

ngladesh China Cultural, Economic & Mass Communication
Centre [BCCEMCC) will be held. Venue: GA-183/1, School Road. 1st
Floor, Mohakhali. Time : 5 pm. =

Remains of human
bodies handed
over to Liberation
War Museum

The Memorial Council of '71
handed over some remains of
human bodies to the Liberation
War Museum on Thursday, re-
ports UNB.

S5M Kaisar and Aminul Is-
lam Mintu of the council
handed over three skulls and a
number of bones to the authori-
ties of the museum.

The skeletons believed to be
evidences of the massacre by
the Pakistan occupation forces
here in 1971, were recovered
during renovation work of
Noori mosque at section num-
ber 12, Mirpur on Tuesday.

On Wednesday a representa-
tive of the museum with the
help of the council officials also
recovered one skull and 40
bones from the same place.

The Liberation Museum has
taken steps to perform forensic
test of the collected bones with
the help of Dr MA Hasan, Direc-
tor of Alberuni Hospital, to
know the actual time of killing.

The Museum will start re-ex-
cavation of a well of the Noori
Mosque tomorrow in search of
more evidences of the massacre.
said a press release.

MA examinee
electrocuted
1n Faridpur

FARIDPUR, July 30: A Mas-
ter of Arts examinee of Gov-

.ernment Rajendra University

College was electrocuted yester-

day morning in west Alipur

area of the town, reports BSS.
Vice-Principal of Rajendra

Cales i
o ge sald, Totazz _teﬂ $5a L

final examination in Sociology
this year. He came In contact
with a live wire yesterday
morning in front of his house.
The accident occurred when To-
fazzal was trying to shift with a
bamboo the live wire snapped
earlier. He died on the spot.

News _
Drirect election of women

representatives stressed

By Staff Correspondent

Women leaders on Thursday
reiterated their demand for di-
rect election of women repre-
sentatives in every sphere of
life from Union Parishad to the
Parliament.

The demand was raised at a
views programme of exchang-
ing with News Editors of differ-
ent national dailies organised
bf‘;' Bangladesh Mohila Pari-
shad at the Jatiya Press Club.

Women leaders at the pro-
gramme said we have been
struggling for long to establish
‘women's human rights in the
society.” '

"We have organised the meet-

-ing as you all are aware of the

fact that the reserved quota for
30 women seats in the Parlia-
ment would be expired by the
year 2000," one leader said.

We want to ensure the repre-
sentation of women in the Par-
linnient through amendment of
the Constitution. they said.

They said our main focus is
to ensure empowerment of
women in the society.

They said we do not want to
keep the reserved women seats
in the Parliament for long,
rather we want Lo ensure direct
election of women representa-
tives from Union Parishad to
Parliament level.

They observed that by con-
sidering the socio-economic
and political scenario and

other fundamental situation of
the country we want reserved

seats for women representa-
tives in the Parliament for 15
more years or three terms.

We want to eliminate all dis-
crimination against women
and introduction of an uniform
family code or an indifference
family law to maintain parity
with men.

They also made some rec-
ommendations that includes:
Increasing reserve women

uota, 64 women seats for 64
istricts in Parliament, recon-
struction of constituency, there
should be two separate ballot

. boxes — one for general seats

and another for reserved
women seats, political parties
should increase the ratio of
nominations for women to 10
per cent from 5 per cent.

1138 arrested on 99th
day of combing
operation

A lotal of 1138 persons were
arrested and 27 firearms and
some ammunitions were seized
on the 99th day of the country-
wide combing operations yes-
terday by Police, BDR and
Ansar, reports BSS.

The combined forces ar-
rested 569 suspects from differ-
ent parts of the country includ-
ing the four metropolitan areas
and recovered the said arms
and ammunition from their
POsSsession.
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Bangladesh Khelafat Majlis staged a demonstration in the city yesterday in protest of
allowing transit facility to India.

—Star photo
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Formmer Finance Minister M Saifur Rahman addressing a press conference at the VIP
Lounge of the Jatiya Press Club yesterday organised by the Naari Nirjatan Obhijog Cell.

—star photo
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Three human skulls and 40 bones, recently recovered from
an abandoned well adjacent to Noorie Mosque in city's Mir-
pur area, were handed over to Liberation Museum on
Thursday. Believed to be remains of people butchered by lo-

cal collaborators of Pakistani occupation army in 1971,

these skulls and bones triggered new interest among the
Museum organisers. The Liberation Museum plans to exca-
vate the mosque site at 9 am today. Meantime, the Museum
authorities also arranged for forensic tests of the skeletons

to determine the exact timing of the genocide.

Nargis Chowdhi

iry, an exponent of Tagore Songs,

enthralled the audience at the Indian Cultural Centre

yesterday by her solo presentation:

Speakers at a workshop yes-
terday underscored the need for
formulation of a long-term pro-
people and pro-environment
waler management action plan
through massive consultation
with a cross-section of people,
reports BSS,

They were addressing differ-
€nl sessions on the second day
of the three-day workshop on
Environmental Reporting or-
ganised by the Forum of Envi-
ronmental Journalists of
Bangladesh (FEJB) with support
from the Ministry of Environ-
ment and Forest and UNDP at
National Press Club here,

FEJB Chairman Quamrul Is-

A lam Chowdhury presided while

Speakers stress pro-environment
water management action plan

IUCN Bangladesh Country Rep-
resentative Dr Ainun Nishat,
Director of the Department of
Environment Mohammad
Reazuddin and general secre-
tary of the centre for sustain-
able development Mahfuz Ullah
WETEe IresoLrce persons. .

They said water policy has
just been formulated but by
whom and for whom that re-
mains under big question
mark.

They underscored the need
for pursuing ecosystem ap-
proach in water management
side by side looking at both wa-
ter conservation and water
guality issues.

.

Discussion on
Muktijoddha
Atiya Bagmar

A discussion on Muktijod-
dha Ativa Bagmar was held yes-
terday followed by milad mah-
fil for the departed soul, says a
press release,

The meeting was presided
over by Aminul Islam Bhuiyan.
Professor Habibur Rahman and
Simeen Hossain Rimi also
5}1;*0}‘3 on the occasion regarding
the life and struggles of late
Atiya Bagmar.

Muktijoddha Atiya Bagmar
Smriti Sangsad also declared
free legal assistance for dis-

tressed women of Jamalpur
Union, PS Kaliganj, Dist
Gazipur,

—Star photo
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IT: No thrust

| From Page 1
lion dollar export-oriented in-
dustry,

To address this timely issue,
APTECH Computer Education
and The Daily Star will jointly
organise a seminar titled
"Moving Forward with De-
clared Information Technol-
ogy” today at 4:00 p.m. in Engi-
neers Institution Auditorium.

A committee was formed by
the Ministry of Commerce to
look into the prospects of soft-
ware export {rom Bangladesh
which was headed by Professor
Jamilur Reza Choudhury, The
committee identified the prob-
lems and prospects under four
major categories - fiscal, hu-
man resource development, in-
frastructure and marketing.
Nearly two years have passed
since the publication of the JRC
report published in September
1997. However most of the rec-
ommendations are yet to be
acted upon.

Under the fiscal classifica-
tion, only five out of 10 recom-
mendations have been imple-
mented. The recommendation
to exempt computer hardware,
software and other related

1 equipment from all duties and

taxes has already been imple-
mented as a fiscal measure for
97-98. Tax holiday for five
years, instead of 10 years as
recommended. has also been
implemented.

Other than these, Lhe rec-
ommendations still awaiting
implementation include 15 per
cent domestic price preference
lor locally developed soltware,
creating a special fund to pro-
vide interest-free loan to teach-
ers and students, allowing ex-
port ol software and data pro-
cessing services through sales
contract instead of letters of
creclit.

AS regards huinan resource
development, only one out of
nine recommendalions sug-
gested by the JRC has been par-
tially implemented in the last
two years in the form of in-
creased number of seats for
computer related degrees and
diplomas in the universities
and other institutions.

Nothing has yet been done to
upgrade the BCC to the level of a
division to be managed by pro-
fessionals, produce at least
1.000 trainers within 1999 by
BCC, review course curricula
every two years, empower BCC
to develop a national examina-
tint/certific ‘tion syst.o.

troduce “L.usic Computer
Skills" as a ¢ supulsory subject
lor all stuc (s at grj{_iuzit'i{:ll
level, introd _e compulsory ed-

ucation in ¢ .mputer studies at
school and college levels and to
strengthen linkage between the
;nftware firms and educational
imstitutions,

Under . the infrastructure
classification, three out of 14
recommendations have been
implemented over the last two
years.

Fates of many major rec-
ommendations are still uncer-
tain. They include;

Internet code in the country,
creation of a Central Resource
Centre at BCC, encouraging
firms involved in software de-
velopment and data processing
services to form an association
in line with NASSCOM, setting
up of a IT village and
ISDN/HDSN/ADSL lines and a
fibre optic backbone. setting up
of a communication hub and
formation of a standing com-
mittee to formulate and imple-
ment policies, strategies and ac-
tion plans for promotion of
software and data processing
services.

Under the marketing classi-
fication, only one out of 12 rec-
ommendations has so far been
implemented. That is to em-
power EPB to ensure regular
participation in all major in-
ternational exhibitions and
fairs on IT products and ser-
vices.

Other than this, IT industry
members were encouraged
through seminars to take steps
for ISO 9000 and SEI certifica-
tions. BASIS has been explor-
ing the possibilities of obtain-
ing the business on subcontract
basis from other countries and
BCC is preparing database of IT
professionals of Bangladesh,
bul no concrete results have yet
been achieved.

Nothing has been done to
ban use of pirated software in
public and private sectors, to
encourage ail public sector or-
ganisations to replace manual
system of record keeping
through locally developed solt-
ware, to send marketing mis-
sions abroad on regular basis,
Lo arrange seminars and meet-
ings in selected locations like
Silicon Valley, California,
USA. projecting incentives of-
fered by Bangladesh govern-
ment to the non-resident
Bangladeshi IT professionals so
as to mobilise their support to
help the country's e1l-
repreneurs, to sel up perma-
nent liaison offices in the US

and UK by EPB, to create a
database of all organisatioris
and institutions engaged in out-
sourcing of software and daia
Prie . Ciastiigh a1l -
homepage in Internet.

No progress has hern ninde
Lo credle special el
Imrts lo clear goods within 24
1ours, to allow private sector to
s€l up own satellite communi-
calion links and to make video
conferencing facility available
through VSAT.

CBA, Non-CBA
leaders demand
| 30pc DA

CBA and non-CBA leaders in
the banking sector yesterday
per cent Dearness
Allowance (DA) without
changing daily office schedule
and weekly holidays, reports
BSS,

In a joint statement here, the
trade union leaders urged the
government to mieet the 'legiti-
mate’ demands of the unions,
which include introduction of
30 per cent DA considering the
coutinuous price hike of the es-
sentials, reinstatement of the
employees, promotion to all
grades and regularization of all
temporary posts.

They said the government of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
immediately after coming to
power had announced Pay Scale
tor the government offices,
which was imﬂlﬁmented fully
from this month,

"It is very much logical to
keep the present office schedule
and two-day weekly holidays
unchanged for pursuing addi-
tional income generating activ-
ities of the low income employ-
ees of the government, non-gov-
ernment and autonomous bod-
ies,” they observed.

They urged the government
to accept their demands
through discussion.

The signatories to the joint
statement included presidernts
and secretaries of Sonali Bank
Employees Union, Janata Bank
Ganatantrik Karmachari
Union, Janata Bank Karma-
chari Parisad, Agrani Bank
Employees Union, Rupali Bank
Karmachari Sangsad, Bang-
ladesh Bank Employees Asso-
ciation. Uttara Bank Ltd Emp-
loyees Union and Bangladesh
Krishi Bank Karmachari
Union.

15,509 criminals
held in 3 months
from 16 N dists

RAJSHAHI, July 30: As part
of the countrywide combing op-
eration. police arrested 15.509
alleged criminals from 16
northern districts in last three
months, reports UNB,

demanded 30

} The Alliance Francaise de Dhaka

L

at its auditorium yesterday.

No new BCL body
in CU for five yrs

From CU Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 30: Re-
sentment prevails among, the
leaders and aclivists of the rul-
ing party's student front in
Chittagong University (CU] as
no comnunittee has been formed
since '94.

The live-year-old conunittee
is slill running the CU unit of
Bangladesh Chhatra League
[BC[% backed by ruling Awanii
League.

IFormation of a new commit-
tee is long overdue while mosi
of its leaders including presi-
dent and general secretary have
alrcady passed out from the
VAarsily.

Reseinntment is brewing
dammong the BCL leaders and ac-
Livists miaking the organisation
virtually paralysed and creat-
ing a great deal of frustration
aImong 1ts activisis.

The last 4l-member execu-
tive commiittee was formed in
June '94 with Shahajahan

Chowdhury and Mohaminam
Kalim as president and general
secretary respectively. Uurin%
this period 32 leaders of the ole
comtnittee have already left the
campus after completing educa-
tion,

It has been a tradition that
two top posts ol the CU DBCL.
president and general secretary,
should come with the blessings
of two top Awami League lead-
ers Aktaruzzaman Babu and
Mohiuddin Khowdhury, ac-
tivists said.

There were some incidents ol
disturbances in the past arisin
out of regionalism at the time o
formation of committee.

Campus sources said that
with both of its rightist and
leftist rivals — Islami Chhatra
Shibir, Bangladesh Chhatra
Union and Samajtantrik Chha
tra Front — functioning more or
less in a disciplined manner
having new commiittees in place
on a routine basis, but the BCL
is very badly poised having 1o
new committee for five years.

Amu pledges to
solve problems
of teachers

Awanii League Presidiuig
member Amir Hussain Al
yvesterdiy assured members
Bangladesh college-univeisit:
Teachers assaciation that he
would wry 1o impress upon ihe
government for due considera-
tion of their demands, reporis
BSS.

Inaugurating the 5th bien-
nial ¢cuierence of the associa:
tion's Dhizka unit in the TSC

auditooiain, he said the presen!
overriosnt was doing every-
thing 2.asiele for the speedy
develi ioent of the education
secto .. ithe teachers as 1
wholi

1 las sspeet, he asked the
men.lros ol the association 16
taks ittt consideration lile
countty & Higited resuniues
fromy s Gers the governmenl Lag
Lo roviiE Bl BXPENSEs: i
Gy iGuIent ulans.,

Speaking about the lass
Liree wears of the present gov
Szhitiens . Ay sawd the earnpus

Was LW Tres from violernice and
THe universites were not satler
ing from session jam as in the
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