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More suicide bombers in

Colombo, police warn

COLOMBO, July 30: A day
after a suspected Tamil Tj er
suicide bomber assassinateg a
lop moderate Tamil politician,
a police intelligence report Fri-
day said two more bombers; are

hiding in the city, police offi-
cials said, re;:r}rts}rAlE.

"We are on the lookouit for
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Blaze at Saudi | 1 "
wedaz_ea. PH?O Ta11lqan_d§ny report

e Bin Laden agrees to
leave Afghanistan

sahssinhls nnth told when and
. where ne or she has to
thel anb.“ Perera said. e
The LTTE cadres roam
about the city just like other.
Tamil residents and this makes
it very difficult. for us to track
them down." Perera said,
Colombo 2.2 million popula-

dren and women died at a wed-
,ding in eastern Saudi Arabia as
a blaze swept through a huge
‘Earty tent, newsgapers said
ridﬂ. reports AFP,
-Jazira sdid the regional
Envemur and King Fahd's son,
rince Mohammad bin Fahd

bin Abdel Az : _
tan beiba ﬁiuggeéﬂaﬁﬂfe A”éSLé%h:éﬁ.Bﬁ}l July: 30: ": on suspected bin Laden terrorist | the human bombers, but it is ex. ~ tion includes some 300,000
compensation to the bereavg:ll Ladegz whﬂrr;r:rt ?:3 “l;a s camps in Afghanistan to hit | tremely difficult to track them Tamils. *
families of Wednesday' United States has i ' back for the August 7 bombings | doWn.” said senior superinten- Thursday's assassination
tragedy. e thr:: Erulj a EE'I 135 agreed with e 4 in Nairobi and Dar es Salaam | 9ent of police, Rienzie Perera.

ng Islamic Taliban : which killed 224 people. Police and army conclucted

could set back the vernment's
efforts to solve m:ﬁ%.mll home-
land issue. Tiruchelvam hel

draft President Chandrika Ku-

maratunga's peace plan, ex-

The fire was triggered by an
air conditioning unit ‘Wﬁit‘:h

exploded, sending the burnin
tent crashing dml.rgn on the wed%

militia to leave Afghanistan,
the Afghan Islamic Press (AIP)

said today quoting sources close
to him, reports

searches Thursday night for a
25-year-old Tamil wom:in from
the northeastern town of Trin-

Bin Laden, who has been
stripped of his Saudi national-
ity, is widely hailed h{l radical

di ' 7 Islamic forces in Afghanista comalee and a man in his earl pected to the form 3
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to the agency which operates
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A group of women take turns photographing each other
next to the father of Communist China as they stand in
front of a giant statue of China's late Chairman Mao Ze-

dong yesterday in Beijing.

China's Communist party

could be headed for a "Cultural Revolution-like" campaign
in its expanded party purge as a result of the crackdown
on the spiritual Falungong sect, according to analysts.

— AFP photo

Indians, Pakistanis held in HK:

Hong Kon

police have arrested 60
Pakistan for "unlawful assembly,"
| Yyesterday, AFP reports from Hong Kong.

€ investigation is still ongoing” on the 60 men, aged about
I %0 to 35, who were held late Thursday on suspicion of holding
an unlawful assembly in the tourist-belt of Tsim Sha Tsui, he
said. "They were suspected of
activities," the spokesman added

people from India and
a police spokesman said

trying to carry out unlawful

Blast kills 18 S African miners:
South Africa's AngloGold Ltd, the world's biggest gold producer,
said yesterday 18 workers had died and one was missing after

an underground
night, Reuters re

explosion at its Mponeng Mine on Thursday
ports from Johannesburg,

AngloGold said the blast some 2,700 metres (9,000 feet)
underground at Mponeng Mine near Carletonville, 80-km (50
miles] southwest of Johannesburg, was thought to have been

caused by methane gas.
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Arab MPs to visit S?rna.

13 Arab Israeli members of parliamen

[ ]
oK
are set to

visit Syria "soon," former Palestinian National Council
president Khaled Fahum told AFP on Thursday.

Fahum said he had
date had been set.

a visit lo
Mubarak on Monday,
reports from Cairo.

received permission for the visit from
Syrian Foreign Minister Faruq al-Shara, but said that no exact
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Finnish FM to visit ME: ruuish foreign
‘Minister Tarja Halonen is to start a tour of the Middle East with

gypt, where she is set to meet President Hosni
officials said here on Thursday, AFP

, Halonen, whose country fook over the six-month revolving
Eresidency of the European Union this month, is also to meet

er Egyptian count

erpart Amr Mussa on Sunday to discuss a

partnership agreement between the EU and Egypt. EU foreign
minister approved the agreement last month.

5Phi1ig

soldiers were

ines soldiers slain: ri.

ed in an- ambush by Muslim fundamentalist

guerillas in the southern province of Sulu yesterday, a military
official said, AFP reports from Zamboanga, Philippines.

The soldiers were

ena
uenaventura said.

patrolling a remote village in Patikul town
when Eucrﬂlas of the Abu Sayyar
e launchers, local Marine

up attacked with rifles and
ommander, Colonel Orlando

| Anti-terrorism confce in KSA: v

Arab states and the Palestinians are to take
terrorism conference in Saudi Arabia on Sun

art in an anti-
ay, the officials

Saudi news agency SPA said, AFP reports from Saudi Arabia.
Saudi Interior Minister Prince Nayef bin Abdel Aziz is to
chair the three-day conference of interior and justice ministers
in the Red Sea city of Jeddah to discuss measures to combat
terrorism. Algeria, Bahrain, Egypt, Jordan, the Palestinian
Authority, Sudan, Tunisia, the United Arab Emirates and
Yemen are to take part. along with the Saudi hosts, SPA said.

Suharto leaves

Former

hosapltal: F

Indonesian president Suharto left hospital yesterday 10 days
after suffering a stroke, witnesses said, AFP reports from

Jakarta.

The 78-year-old former strongman was taken by wheelchair

from Pertameina Hospital

in Jakarta to a waiting Mercedes

Sedan, accompanied by his eldest daughter Siti "Tutut"
Hardiyanti Rukmana, an AFP photographer said.

Pre-dawn fire kills 7 in JaPan:
cople and left six othiers missing

incinerated at least seven

Fire

yesterday as it swept through an old wooden apartment block in
western Japan, police said, AFP reports from Tokyo.

"“The bodies were all found in

. beyond reco

know how other people man

their rooms and charred .

ition," a police spokesman said. "We still don't
ed to escape,” he added. "We are

investigating the cause of the fire.”

Timor.

Downer flew in to Dili's Comoro ai

» L " -
Australian FM in East Timor:
Australian Foreign Minister Alexander Downer arrived in East

* Timor yesterday for a 24-hour visit, the first by an Australian

minister to the troubled territory, AFP reports from Dili, East

ort aboard a small

Royal Australian air force executive jet from the resort island
of Bali at 9.45 (0145 GMT) accompanied by Australian

ambassador to Indonesia John McCarthy

Chinese paper says

Falungong sect threat
to communist rule

BEIJING, July 30: China to-
day stepped up its attack on the
exiled leader of the banned
mystical Falungong sect Li
Hongzhi, who is wanted by au-
thorities, saying the sect posed
a fundamental threat to Com-
munist rule, reports AFP.

"Falungong intends to erode
the minds of practitioners and
manipulate them in a bid to
have them contend with the
government, It has posed a seri-
ous threat to the state and peo-
ple,” the official People's Daily
newspaper said in an editorial.

"We should recognise that
the current efforts to expose Li
Hongzhi are a struggle which
has an important bearing on
the fundamental faith of com-
munists ... and on the destiny
and future of the Communist
Party and government,” the pa-
per said.

"It is a political struggle in
the ideological sphere about
winning over the broad masses

of the people," ran the front
page opinion piece in the Com-
munist Party mouthpiece.

Beijing on Thursday issued
an arrest warrant for Li, who
emigrated from China to the
United States last year, on
charges of disturbing public or-
der. It requested international
cooperation from Interpol
member states.

The move came a week after
China banned a Falungong and
launched a major propaganda
campaign against it and its New
York-based founder.

But Li's aides told reporters
in Washington that Li would be
safe from extradition as long as
he stayed in the United States.

F ungnng. which appeals
largely to middle-aged Chinese
citizens with its promise of bet-
ter health, stunned authorities
in April by quietly organising a
protest of some 10,000 follow-
ers outside central government
headquarters in Beijing.

20 children and 17 women. on
top of 132 others wounded.

Al least three of the wounded
have died of their injuries, said

newspapers, which did not spec-
ifly whether the bride ﬁs

among the casualties. She was
reportedly seated near the air
conditioning unit.

More than 300 women and
gated from the men in keeping

Saudi Arabia,

51 bodies
unearthed
in Aceh

LHOKSEUMAWE, Indonesia.

July 30: Mass graves containing

51 corpses were unearthed in
the war-torn western province
of Aceh, and human rights ac-
tivists said Friday they believed
the victims were civilians mas-
sacred by the Indonesia mili-
tary, reports AP.

Villagers in Beutron village,
about 150 kilometres southeast
of Lhokseumawe, discovered 31
bodies in two separate grave-

sides, and another 20 bodies in

a ravine.

"The corpses looked like
porridge." said Abdullah Saleh,
a lawyer who helped lead the
excavation of the graves on
Wednesday and Thursday.

Last Friday, Indonesian mil-
Itary and police forces shot and
killed at least 31 people in what
they said was an operation
against a rebel base, Human
rights groups have expressed
outrage, saying those killed
were ‘ordinary villagers.

Meanwhile, the official
Antara news a%em:}r said the
death toll was 52, with five oth-
ers still missing.

Saleh, who is linked with

Acehnese separatist rebels, said
he found the body of a relative
in one of the graves. The rela-
tive has been accused by the
Indonesian military of being a
rebel leader.
. 3 Lt Col Widagdo, military dis-
trict commander in West Aceh,
denied the massacre report. "It's
just not' true." he told the
Associated Press by telephone
from Meulaboh, the capital of
West Aceh.

Pakistan accuses
India of anti-Islam
campaign over
Kashmir

ISLAMABAD, July 30: Pak-
istan today accused India of
mounting an anti-Islamic pro-
paganda campaign in order to
win support from the West for
its stance over the disputed
Kashmir region, reports AFP.

"India perceives the West to
be sympathetic to anti-Islamic
sentiments and wishes to enlist
its support by declaring the
popular Kashmiris struggle as a
manifestation of "Islamic, ex-
tremism," a foreign office
spokesman said.

New Delhi is also including
Afghanistan in its propaganda
oftensive although "the same
Alghans’ fought for the defence
of the free world”, the
spokesman said.

India is using the "current
Western attitude to the Afghans
as a convenient handle", he told
reporters adding "India wants
the world to perceive reality
through its own coloured
glasses",

The spokesman Tariq Altaf
said the origins of the Kashmir
dispute were neither ideologi-
cal, religious, nor border-based,

‘It is purely the question of
right of self-determination of a

eople usurped by force over
alf a century ago and main-
tained by brutal repression,”
Altaf added. ,accusing India of
carrying out "ethnic cleansing”.

He said the "alarming fea-
ture” of India's propaganda
against the Kashmiris was "her
deasjpe.rate display, indeed use, of
malevolence against Islam."

"The entire Islamic Ummah
(nation) needs to be made aware
of this phenomenon which in-
deed represents a civilizational
onslaught against Islam.”

The spokesman claimed that
some 60,000 people had been
killed in "brutal repression" of
Kashmiris over the past years.

A son scorned?

KUALA LUMPUR, July 30:
Hell hath no fury like a son
nagged — a Malaysian woman
discovered this when she was
whipped by her teenager son
tired of her scolding, a report
said today, reports AFP.

The 40-year-old woman. a
hospital attendant, repri-
manded her son for hitting his

ounger sister and a quarrel
Emk& out, The Sun newspaper

reported.
As she continued nagging,

the 17-year-old boy lost his
temper, grabbed some electrical
wire and lashed out at his
mother, causing injuries to her
hand and back, the daily said.

The woman later lodged a
report and ﬁoli::e detained the
boy at their home. The teenager,
a lirst-time offender, reportedly
told police he blew his top after
his mother struck the first
blow.

children were in the tent, segre-

with the Moslem traditions of

fromm Peshawar in Pakistan.

countries he had approached.

the twin bombings of US em-
bassies
1998,

AlP if any Muslim country of-

tion."”

the decision in view of the pos-
sibility of an attack by the
United States
Afgig}ianlstan and to ease diffi-
culties being faced by the host

ence,” the source told AIP.

But it did not name which °

The United States has posted |
a five-million-dollar reward
for any information leading to
the elusive bin Laden's arrest,
accusing him of being behind
in Africa in August
The unnamed source told

fqred to take bin Laden and in-
T:r}ted him the Taliban militia
is ready to extend full coopera-

“E}sam'a bin Laden has taken

against

country because of his pres-

" An undated recent file pic-

ture shows Saudi dissident
Osama bin Laden in an
undisclosed place inside
Afghanistan.

Although bin Laden's stay in
Afghanistan had become in-

creasingly dilficult because of

the danger of a US attack and
the militia's curtailment of his
activities, the Taliban "will
never oust him forcibly," the
source said.

Last August, Washington

launched cruise missile attacks

— AFP photo

consistently refused US de-
mands to expel him despite

mounting pressure, rejecting al-

legations of terrorism against
him and underscoring protec-

tion for bin Laden according to

Islamie norms. ,
Washington earlier this

month imposed *economic

sanctions against Afghanistan

for harbouring the Saudi dissi-
dent.

An AP report trom Kabul
adds: The Taliban government
on Friday denied a report that
Osama bin Laden, who tops the
US 10 Most Wanted list, was
planning to leave Afghanistan.

"It is a totally baseless report
that Osama has either left or is
planning to leave Afghanistan,”
Maulwi Wakil Ahmed Mu-
tawakil.- the Islamic militia's
most senior spokesman. told
The Associated Press.

it very difficult to apprehend

Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eec-

oup fighting for an indepen-
ent homeland for the minority
Tamils.
No one has claimed respon-
sibility for Thursday's assassi-

lan Tiruchelvam by a man who

detonated explosives st
to his body. : RARRER

LTTE which has been blamed
for similar suicide bomb at:
tacks on several politicians. In
the last two years, they have
E}ean ?latlﬂﬁd I}{,}I‘ five attacks in
e city that has left 70 peo
dead. —
~The suicide cadres are like
VVIP's to the LTTE. They are
hruuﬁht to the city and kept in
safe houses. They would-be-as-

- "The way they operate thakes
them,” Perera said about the.
lam, or LTTE, the main guerilla

nation of Tamil lawmaker Nee-

The technique pointed to the

sponded to the strident call
made_b{r those who believe in a
negotiated settlement of the
Northeast conflict, They felled
Il 'a most heinous manner a
very well-know intellectual and
moderate Tamil political
leader," English language daily

The Island said i
Priday. S n an editorial

Ta Mok to stand
trial in 3 weeks

PHNOM PENH, July 30: Ca
tured Khmer Ruugg militap.
chief Ta Mok will stand trial in
a Cambodian military court for
treason within three weeks, his
lawyer and court officials an-
nounced Friday, reports AFP.

_"We will hold Ta Mok's first
trial within 20 days." said Ben-
son Samay, the defence lawver
for the 73-year-old ex-re el

Residents cover the new graves of the corpses of vietims
ing a reburial ceremony,in the. proper Islamic
tong village in the troubled Indonesian provi
unearthed 51 bodies of civilians massacred by

TR i
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recovered from a mass grave dur-
fashion yesterday at Blang, Burandeh Beu-
nce of Aceh. Residents of the village have
Indonesian troops-over the past several days, -

=

KABUL, July 30: Fierce fight-
Ing between Afghanistan's war-
ring rivals continued today
with the ruling Taliban launch-
ing fresh assaults from a fifth
frontline, an opposition
spokesman said, reports AFP.

He said fighting was also
heavy at the New Road., 25
kilometers {15 miles] north of
Kabul and towards the east in
the Koh-i-Safi mountain range
after the militia launched an
infantry assault at Ghorband.

The Taliban, which controls
about 80 per cent of
Afghanistan, launched the

summer offensive (wo days ago
aimed at taking ground con-
trolled by opposition comman-
der Ahmad Shah Masood and

ending the country’s protracted
civil war,

The fighting has focused on
[our fronts to the south of the
Panjsher Valley, where Masood
and 14,000 thousand battle-
hardened' treops have ‘heavily

|" fortified » themselves hehind

fmntlmes at the Old Road. New

Road. Koh-i-Safi and three dis-
tricts of Tagab and Nejrab.
“They have launched a fresh
assault from Ghorband and it
was heavy. The Taliban were
ushed back and at the moment
ighting at that front has eased
to artillery exchanges.” Ma-
sood's spokesman said.

He said Taliban aerial
bombing raids by the militia's
ageing fleet of MiGs had
claimed 30 civilian casualties.

Fighting has eased at the Old
Road and in Nejrab where Tal-
iban initially made quick
gains.

A Taliban spokesman was
unavailable for comment.

Military analysts say the
offensive could involve more
than 100,000 men. Masood has
support from another 30,000
men who live in the Panjsher
}gﬂ]e tll]f_‘ Ealiban has boosted
ILs ranks throu an expen
recruitment driﬁg P PPERANe
v Maseod - has' claimed “Tal-
iban's forces linclude Arab and
Pakistani mercenaries. . :

JAKARTA, July 30: Indone-
sian President BJ Habibie re-
jects opposition demands to op-
erate as a caretaker after his
party lost last month's parlia-
mentary election, a top aide
said today, reports Reuters.

The aide said Habibie holds
a mandate to govern until the
November presidential poll.

In a speech on Thursday,
populist opposition leader

her party's victory in the June 7
election had ended Habibie's
mandate and he should not
make any big decisions without
consulting her,

Megawati's Indonesian
Democratic Party-Struggle
(PDI-P) topped the June 7 elec-
tion with almost 34 per cent of
the vote while Habibie's Golkar
Party was second with 22 per
cent,

The official, final tally has
yet to be declared because of ob-
structions by small parties
facing extinction that have re-
fused to sign off on the count.

All of the major parties, in-
cluding Golkar and PDI-P, have
endorsed the result, which
Habibie is expected to rule valid
next week, rejecting complaints
of cheating from the minor
parties. |

Megawati and Habibie are
now battling for support in the
countdown to November when
the 500-seat parliament and
200 appuintedpﬂfficials sit as
the People's Consultative As-
sembly (MPR) to choose a new
president and vice president.

"Right until the time he pre-

Flabibie rejects o
- to operate as caretaker

Megawati Sukarnoputri said

sents his end of term report to
the MPR. the government will
proceed as it should," Habibie's
senior aide, Dewl Fortuna An-
war. told reporters after meet-
ing Habibie at the presidential
palace.

"It will continue to carry out
its responsibilities."

Megawati's first major polit-

Sonia to stand
In elections

NEW DELHI, July 30: India’s
opposition leader, Italian-born
Sonia Gandhi, will stand in up-
coming general elections, ‘a
spokesman for her Congress
Party said today, scotching
media rumours to the contrary.

"She will contest the elec-
tions," spokesman Ved Prakash
told AFP.

"The Congress Central Elec-
tion Committee will endorse
her candidacy when it meets in
early August,” Prakash said.

andhi, who is the president
of the Congress Party but only
entered Indian politics last
year, has never contested a lo-.
cal or national election.

The 52-year-old widow of
former premier Rajiv Gandhi
had quit her post as party pres-
ident on May 17 after Congress

 dissidents said her foreign

roots made her a liability and
should exclude her from becom-
ing prime minister.

But she withdrew her resig-
nation seven days later.

pposition demand

ical speech since polling day
played to all major factions in
domestic politics, seeking to
woo 'Muslims, reformers, the
military and economic ratio-
nalist.

her silence had fuelled sus-
picions among critics and some
political observers about her
political ability.

Some questioned her eco-
nomic knowledge, others her
reform credentials, and leading
Muslim scholars rejected the
notion of a woman leading the
world's biggest Muslim nation.

But the English language
Jakarta Post said in its edito-
rial today that Megawati's
statesmanlike speech showed.
she was capable of leading the
world's fourth most populous
country, once ruled by her fa-
ther, founding president
Sukarno.

‘Megawali's speech ... gives
every indication not only that

cour presidential candidate is

able and willing to listen to dif-
ferent views, but that she has
enough statesmanship to accept
the truth when convinced by
others,” the Post said.

"Megawati's first policy ad-
dress is a positive contribution
toward clearing up the cloud of
concern and uncertainty that
hovered over the Indonesian
political landscape for weeks.

"Well said, Ibu (Mrs) Mega."

Financial markets wel-
comed Megawati's speech as a
positive development clearing
up uncertainty about her poli-
cies, but it did not have any real
impact.

JERUSALEM .July 30: Is-
raeli Foreign Minister David
Levy urged the United States to-
day to intensify its efforts to
help restart peace negotiations
between Israel and Syria, re-
ports Reuters

"We will ~.v openly, with no
diplomatic cover, that more in-
tensive activity by the United
States is neccled,.” Levy told Is-
rael's Army Radio.

said he estimated direct
talks with Syria would resume
soon and that Israel hoped a
shuttle mission by US Secre-
tary of State Madeleine Al-
bright next month would spur
progress. :

“The Americans are not
running or hurrying, every-
thing comes in its own time and
that time is not far.” Levy said.

US President Bill Clinton
urged Syrian President Hafez
al-Assad in a letier this week to
seize the opportunity for peace
offered by lIsraeli Prime Minis-
ter Ehud Barak's election tri-
umph over right-winger Ben-

jamin Netany.liu.

Syria has been exchanging
signals with Barak's govern-
ment indicating it is ready to
revive direct peace talks cut off
by Israel in early 1996 after a
wave of suicide attacks by
Palestinian militants.

The latest sign came from
Syrian-dominated Lebanon,
which said on Thursday it was
in the process of forming a team
to conduct peace talks with Is-
rael.

Beirut has refused to open

"demand that the ot

Israel urges US push
for Syria talks

talks with Israel unless they

include Syria, which maintains
some 35,000 troops in Lebanon.

Meanwhile Justice Minister
Yossi Beilin said Friday that Is-
rael is not prepared to give an
undertaking to withdraw from
the whole of the Golan Heights
as a precondition for renewed
peace talks with Syria.

"l do not believe that the
talks can resume if Syria de-
mands that Israel accept their
final demand from the outset,"
said Beilin, a leading govern-
ment dove.

"It is not legitimate for one

side in a negﬂtjatlng process to

er side ac-

cept its views before the discus-

sions have even resumed.” he
told public radio.

"We did not accept such a pre-
condition when we negotiated
with the Syrians up to March
1996" when the talks with
Damascus were broken off, said
Beilin, who was a member of
the then Labour government.

Damascus insists that Israel
gave an undertaking before the
talks were halted to pull out of
the whole of the strategic
plateau which Israel occupied
in the 1967 Middle East war and
annexed in 1981.

The new Israeli government
of Prime Minister Ehud Barak
has agreed to Syria's demand
that the talks resume where
they left off but disputes
whether an undertaking was
ever given to withdraw to the
1967 borders.

(From L-R) US Secretary of State Madeleine Albright, US President Bill Clinton, Bosna
and Herzegovina President Chairman Ante Jelavic, President member Alija Izetbegovic,
President member Zivko Radisic, and co-chairman of the Council of Ministers Haris Sila-
jdzie, pose for the press during a photo opportunity prior to the first full meeting of the
Stability Pact for South Eastern Europe yesterday in Sarajevo, Bosnia-Hercegovina. The
Stability Pact, signed last month by representatives of over 27 democracies, including the
US, seeks to prevent regional crises such as the one in Kosovo and to stabilise, transform,
| and integrate the region into the European and transatlantic mainstream.

— AFP photo

NEW DELHI, July 30: - The
international community can
encourage but not mediate in
India and Pakistan's search for
a resolution to their bitter dis-
pute over Kashmir, according to
the US State Department’s top
official on South Asian Affairs.
reports AFP.-

*There is a Solomon-like so-
lution somewhere.,” Assistant
Secretary of State for South
Asian Affairs Rick Indefurth
said in an interview with the
Indian Express newspaper pub-

lished Friday.
However, Inderfuth stressed

it was up to the two countries
themselves to arrive at that so-

lution. _
"There can be a suppertin
role for the internationa

. community for encouraging the

process, not mediating,” he
said, while reiterating US
President Bill Clinton's "per-
sonal interest” in the Kashmir
issue.

Pakistan has been calling for
direct UN involvement in the
dispute, but India is steadfastly

opposed to any third party in-

No international mediation
on Kashmir: US official

terference in what it insists is a
purely bilateral issue.

Referring to the recent two-
month contilict in Kashmir be-
tween Indian troops and Pak-
istan-backed guerrillas, Inde-
furth praised New Delhi's re-
straint in dealing with the
armed incursion across the
Line of Control (LoC) dividing
Indian- and Pakistan-con-
trolled Kashmir.

India pushed back the guer-
rillas without having its own
troops breach the LoC.

"This is commendable re-
straint in the face of provoca-
tion," Indefurth said. "We very
much admire the way this was
handled." 2

While admitting that in the
past India has accused Wash-

ington of discrimination in its
South Asia policy. Indefurth
said US support for New Delhi
during the latest fighting in
Kashmir proved that times had

changcd.

| realise that at various
times in our history India has
felt we did not take the right de-

.cision about crises,” he said.



