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Do Not Confuse

Default Issue

HE decision of the Parliamentary Standing
Committee on Industries to launch a probe
into the default problem amidst an intense drive
to discipline the country’s financial sector

could have been regarded as a complementary
step had there not been a discernible attempt by a
few legislators to scuttle the process by defending
the defaulters. Even worse, the minister for com-
merce and industries went to the extent of cen-
suring the President for criticising the defaulters
“without considering the reality”. The reality, it
seems, at this point of time, is that these discor-

dant voices are, knowingly or unknowingly, trying
to diffuse the discernible division between the
‘wilful’ and ‘circumstantial’ defaulters. Their at-

tempt, added to that of some FBCCI high-ups, may,
in the end, create the perfect leeway for the
unscrupulous entrepreneurs to slip out through the

NnooseE,

The ‘circumstantial’ defaulters, meaning
thereby industrialists who have failed to repay
bank loans as per schedule for compelling eco-
nomic reasons, indeed deserve leniency as far as
consideration for rescheduling is concerned. But
the same should not apply to those who have delib-
erately weakened the economy by recourse to over-
invoicing, benami borrowing or lending without
any identifiable collateral. Indeed, the system is at
fault and, in that context, the initiative to trace out
the reasons behind rampant: default culture is
timely and thus praiseworthy. However, obsession
with the notion of ‘systemic failure’ may give rise
to the ideal pretext for ‘wilful’ defaulters to justify
their act and get away with impunity.

Therefore, the legislators would do the economy
a world of good, if they invested their efforts to
identify the real defaulters and mete out severe
punishment to them. They must recognise the fact
that the first step towards financial discipline is
weeding out default culture. They should get the
priorities right, instead of creating confusion by
making irresponsible statements,

Give Them Security

HE National Council for Women Development
T{NCWD} report, presented on Tuesday last at the
International Conference Centre in presence of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina, revealed that we
have not been on course to protect our women from
various forms of repression. The NCWD report, the
second of its type, gave shocking statistics about
how low the level of sensitisation is on women re-
pression. The number of filed cases across the
country was 5,434 in 1997, which increased to
6,210 in 1998, but the last five months of '99 saw
only 2,583 cases being registered. After enormous
efforts, both at the government and non-govern-
ment levels, to reduce repression, this reported
plight of the fernale population of the country. is a
.sore point. When many a serious infliction-related
case goes unreported, there are allegations of police

diffidence to record cases and those of deaths and
torture in police custody, eroding faith in the law

enforcement personnel.

We certainly have a plenty to do in this front.
Anything short of a women-sensitive and friendly
society would make all the promises about improv-
ing their lot hollow. The issue demands action to
curb sufferings of women. The number of cases
may tell,horrifying tales but the absence of a single
conviction leads us to believe that women's dignity
in Bangladesh is still a distant dream.

The legal aid groups and the media can join
forces to raise awareness level among womnen who
come forward with their grievances in a greater
number seeking redressal. A mechanism has to be
set in motion so that if any police personnel 1e-
fuses to register any particular case, he has to
record the reasons for it. Any alleged distress in
police custody must not go without investigatinn
followed by legal action. A sense of uprightness has
to be instilled in the lawmen, so that the country
gets the best service from them. It is time to put a

brake on all forms of injustice to women, or we are

doomed to perdition.

L
Preserving Open Spaces

HE Cabinet's approval of adraft law for pre-

serving open places, play grounds and natural
waterbodies in Dhaka, Chittagong, Khulna and
Rajshahi metropolitan areas as well as the district
towns may take some more time before it
becomes a law. During the absence of such a law
there were directives from the prime minister on
the subject but these went unheeded soon afier they
werc issued. Violation of the directives has been
clearly noticed in the case of lake-filling at
Guishun aind Baridhara by no less an organisation
than the Rajuk itself which is supposed to be an

apex body for systcmatic development of
Metropolitan Dliaka.

Though late, the govermment has realised the
necessily of cnacting such o law. Bui the law Hself
would be ineffective uinless applied in letter and
spirit by the authorities, particularly in the above-
mentioned metropolitan areas. Actually, many
open lields and waterbodies have been filled up giv-
ing three hoots to the existing laws and these have
been allotted for residential and commercial pur-
poses, to a large number of people enjoying gov-
ernment blessings, by Rajuk in Dhaka.

This has to stop and the supervision of the min-
istry concerned should be stepped up against ag-
grandisement and abuse of open spaces by land-
grabbers. Deterrent punishment should be pre-
scribed in the proposed - law against the violators
and offenders to strike a difference with other laws
on the subject. Dhaka city has already become a
huge garbage can and an €normous gas chamber
through the courtesy of the Dhaka City Corpora-
tion, transport ministry and the ministry of envi-
ronment. And the already unbearable situation is
made the worse by Rajuk and its beneficiaries. We
are glad the cabinet has finally woken up to the
need of a law but we do hope it is passed quickly
and applied effectively for the greater good of the
citizens, specially the future generations.

Discussing the Devaluation

_

In the realm of assessment of the success of devaluation, one shotild not em-
phasise exporter's earnings only but also whether new faces are entering into
the export arena.

N a recent move, Taka was once again devalued.
The latest dose of devaluation has lower ed the
external value of the Bangladesh currency by 2
per cent. Following this devaluation, B adesh
Bank's buying and selling rates for US dollar would
be Tk 49.35 and Tk 49.65 respectively. Finance
Minister (FM) S A M S Kibria reportedly, defended
the new dose of devaluation by arguing that
Bangladesh exports has been facing a decline and
to stem the rot devaluation was called a necessity.
According to available figures, the growth of
ents which is the highest income earner for

us from abroad comes down to 12 per cent this
fiscal against 23 per cent in the previous fiscal. “It
has been done to keep the proper valuation of our
currency. It was also done to keep our exchange
rates in the right place. I don't want the Taka to
be devalued or under valued. This (devaluation) is
the judgement made by the Bangladesh Bank
which I endorse. It has been done is slow doses”

income. The main reason for this pattern is that
rural and law-income households tend to be
insulated from price changes by being less
integrated in the cash economy.”

n the other hand, In a comparison ol
devaluation episodes in nine countries, it could be
observed that “devaluation may reduce income
disparities when the major export crop is produced
by small farmers, while exacerbating inequality
where export oriented plantation dominate.” For
Bangladesh, for example, devaluation could be an
inequality reducing episode if the exports, of
horticultural and agricultural products could be
increased because, generally small and mar ginal
farmers are engaged in the production of these
commodities.

Whether a devaluation would help or hurt would
hinge on few other factors. First, to use the widely
used technical jargon, if the sum of the elasticity of
demand lor exports and imports exceeds unity, then

said the F M. devaluation is

The argu- N — likely Lo benefit
ments for and L i - ~ the c-:mnté‘}r
against currency i concernedad.
devaluation are ; Beneath the surface Second, the

well documented
in economics
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exchange rate
that concerns
meost is the real
: exchange rate
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text books,
Primarily it helps
to heal

exporters’ woes
but tends to hurt the importers as such. One should
accept the promise that among the various available

instruments and incentives to help exporters,

devaluation is considered as the best option — as
compared (o special benefits and subsidies — on

the ground that it applies acr oss the board without
any discrimination to any particular sector . Loo

in and around, the successful export drives of even

our neighbouring countries clearly point to more
aggressive exchange rate policies and more
aggressive state interventions in strategic export

points. Available empirical evidences show that in

this part of South Asia, especially in Bangladesh

and India, exchange rate politics have always been

anti-export relative to home sales. This holds good

despite the existence of a maze of export incentives

like bonded warehouse facilities, duty drawback

system and other facilities.

However, the opponents of the recent devaluation
came up with their arguments too. While | would
like to share with some of their ‘sermons’, but at
the same breath would shed some of their agonies
artd assertions: For example, few critics went to
argue that devaluation is no longer used as a
weapon to boosl export. This is, per haps, not true.
Countries all over the world tend to witness
currency depreciations and a regime of floatin
exchange rate as they pursue, the market itsel
takes care of the mis-alignment without any
declaration from the Central Banks, whatsoever.

Second, once a couritry is bent upon to vent for
surplus through exports, it has to see that exporters
are encouraged to reap home a better harvest from
their shipments. Well, you could provide the same
premium through other means but, undoubtedly,
that could be disastrously more damaging than
devaluation. Third, historically, in countries where
the expert sector has been Suhil(ect to discriminatory
treatments from policy makers. even doses of
devaluation, as have been made r ecently. could be
far from the real alignment.

Fourth, it is perhaps not advisable to go for a,
grandiose generalization that devaluation would
hurt the poor. One of the most commeon criticism of
currency - devaluation is that it causes
disproportionate suffering among the poor. But
empirical evidence on this score — although
relatively scanty — tend to show that “price changes
associated with devaluation have a pr oportionately
greater negative impact on the real income of urban

households than' rural and withiri'éath sector a
greaterimpact on high income households than low- @

lactors.

(i.e. adjusted for
~inflation). Third,
the elfect ol devaluation also depends on r etaliatory
devaluation by some other countries. Further, the
distraction between gross and net devaluation
needs to be taken in due cognizance with due
weight. If for example, a 10 per cent devaluation
is followed by the abolition of a 10 per cent import
duty and a 10 per cent export subsidy, the net ef fect
is likely to be zero.

Fifth, it isaﬁ_{enerally argued that small and
temporary devaluation may not be able to pr oduce

cted results from the measures. "It must be
substantial and sustained to of fset the bias against
exports relative to sales. Otherwise, required
resource allocation may not take place.” And finally,
whether devaluation would be inflationary or not
would also depend, among other things, on whether
there has been concomitant reduction in the import
duties on important inputs.

The danger of devaluation is that it appears as
the most easily available instrument to policy
makers. And therefore, more often than not we hear
the allegation that ‘B’ gover nment did it for X times
and ‘A’ government did it for Y times. Currency
misalignment originates from cost escalations in
the production of goods and services, The policy
malkers should always think as to why our exporters
tend to lose their competitive edge in the
international market. It does not require robust
research to find that the failure of any government
to address the non-economic issues mostly causes
the crisis to creep up. The services that a
government should provide to the producers in
terms of electricity, telephone, law and or der, other
infrastructual facilities and human resources
development do not seem to follow in tendemn with
the requirements of exporters. Hence, the long run
solution to currency misalignment lies not in mere
devaluation but in making these services available
to'the exporters at a cheaper cost. We cargonly hope
that the government would take care of these factors
rather than resorting to frequent devaluation.

And finally, in the realm of assessment of the
success of devaluation, one should not emphasise
exporter’'s earnings only but also whether new faces
are entering into the export arena. In other words,
if devaluation helps the growth of both exports and
exporters, we could rest with complacency. Of

course, again, entries would call for a good

governance that primarily addr esses non-economic

upla
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Passing Away of King Hassan II

Although monarchy in Morocco is ancient, there is a feeling of fragility

regarding this institution. Morocco is a relatively stable country and the late
King Hassan II left it in a reasonably prosperous state. Morocco is one of the
largest exporters of phosphate in the world. As leaders from around
the world converged for the funeral of King Hassan II they no doubt
discovered that his death has left a void that will be difficult to fill.

_ HE death of King Hassan Il of Morocco is

T leaving a void that will be dif ficult to fill. With
a reign stretching 38 years, he was one of

the longest serving monarchs of the world. With
the recent death of King Hussein of Jordan. the
monarchs of the Arab world are leaving the scene
creating a sort of big emptiness in the political ar ena
within the country and the region.

Ring Hassan Il ascended the throne at the early
age of 32 following the death of his father
Mohammad V. It is true that he prepared his son
for the succession: King Hassan Il kept indif ferent
health throughout his life. He suffered for a long
time from asthma and had other ailments besides.,
At the time he ascended the throne he was glverz
six months and he confounded many of his
detractors by dying of natural causes.

King Hassan Il was an unusual monar ch. True
to the Arab tradition he held all the r eins of power.
He was proud of the fact that he traced his ancestry
from Prophet
Muhammad
[SA). He was
determined to
establish a
distinctive i
identity for L gl
Morocco, quite : :
different from
her other
Maghreb
neighbours like Algeria and Tumsia. He paid a lot
of attention to the distinct cultural identity of
Morocco including a fine Moroccan cuisine. [ was
an ambassador of Bangladesh in Mor occo and as
Assistant Secretary General of the Organisation of
Islamic Conference (OIC) was a frequent visitor to
that country. The King took infinite personal inter est
in entertaining his guests and or ganised meetings
in different cities and offered sumptuous meals.

King Hassan II was an activist on the
international stage. He paid a lot of attention to
the OIC and it was born in Rabat, the capital of
Morocco. This was in 1969 following the arson at
the Al-Agsa mosque in Jerusalem. Jews wer e
suspected to have started the arson. the most
important question of the Islamic World — the
question of Jerusalem — was dealt exclusively
King Hassan Il within the OIC, which had set up a
special committee and named King Hassan If as its
permanent chairman. He took great personal
interest in the question and [ as the head of the
political department of the OIC attended many
meetings chaired by King Hassan 11, It is a measure
of the involvement of King Hassan Il in the OIC
affairs that several institutions of the O]C like the
Trade Centre in Casabalanca are located in
Morocco. The current Secretary General of the OIC
is a Moroccan. 1 recall that on one occasion I
attended a meeting in Rabat chair ed by the Crown
Prince (then not in his twenties) now the King of
Morocco. Sensing his failing health, he was no
doubt preparing his son for the eventual succession.

Morocco as the last outpost of the Arab world.
throughout her history had intense contact with
Europe. She has profoundly influenced Spain with
hier Moorish civilization. Thus in the mid seventies
when Spain started withdrawing fr om her African
possession, she made some deals with Mor occo,
which has led to profound misunderstanding

The Horizon This Week:

Arshad-uz Zaman

between Morocco and her large neighbour Algeria.
Spain withdrew from Western Sahara which has a
common border with Mor occo and Algeria. Morocco
sent troops and occupied Western Sahara. To
counter the Moroccan move, a guerrilla
organisation, POLISARIO, was created within
Western Sahara and it was entirely masterminded
by Algeria. The conflict is presently contained and
the UN has a mediator trying to work out a deal
between the two neighbours.

Algeria and Morocco have much in common and
the principal base of the Algerian War of Liberation
was in Ouijda, a city within Mor occo. Recently Abdel
Aziz Boutellika was elected President of Algeria, thus
a civilian has taken over administration in Algeria
after a decade of military rule. It is to be hoped
that the two neighbours will find a modus vivendi
on the vexed guestion of Western Sahara.

As a former procteroate of France, Morocco
maintained excellent relations with France. As a
matter of fact on
14 July last, the
National Day of
France, King
Hassan 1l was
the lone foreign
dignitary to
stand on the
tribune next to
President
Jacques Chirac,
Israel has nearly half a million citizens of Mor ocecan
origin including its foreign minister, David Levy. The
activist Moroeccan monarch maintained close ties
with Israel, although officially there were no overt
relations. It was King Hassan 1l who was the
facilitator in the establishment of r elations between
Egypt and Israel. That created history for Egypt
was the first Arab country to establish diplomatic
relations with Israel.

And again in 1984, King Hassan II treated his
fellow OIC heads of state with high drama by closing
the tall doors of the palace, where the OIC Summit
was taking place and engineer ed the return of Egypt
to the OIC fold from where she had been expelled a
few years earlier. King Hassan projected an image
of a benevolent ruler and the country with its
breathtaking scenic beauty, history and cullure,

- attracts tourists by the million. This image of

stability existed in spite of the fact that King Hassan
Il was a frequent target of assassins,

Mohammad V1. the new bachelor monar ch of
Morocco will face a tough challenge in filling his
late father's shoes, King Hassan Il maintained close
personal friendship with leaders of the world and
his counsels came to be valued enor mously by
world leaders, particularly those of the region..
Indeed, danger of instability in Maghr eb is real. To
begin with he will have to attend to the conflict
with his power ful neighbour Algeria on the question
of Western Sahara.

Although monarchy in Mor occo is ancient, there
is a feeling of fragility regarding this institution.

Morocco is a relatively stable country and the late

King Hassan 1I left it in a reasonably prosperous
state. Morocco is one of the largest exporters of
phosphate in the world, As leaders from around
the world converged for the funeral of King Hassan
Il they no doubt discovered that his death has left
a void that will be difficult to fill.

[
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. The Controversy over Growth Rate, ., .

When,, the finance minister
announced that the country

Dr Manzur Alam

GDP figure can be accounted for
by rebuilding and repaing the

N _J ponents: (i

Why blame India

alone?

Sir, Bangladesh is deffi-
nalely the loser and India is the
gainer if the trade gap between
the two neighbouring countries
are taken into consideration
which is estimated Taka four
thousand crore a year. The
amount will be much higher if
the wunolficial cross-border
trade is brought into calcula-
tion,

It is true that shops and
markets in our country are
flooded with varieties of smug-
gled Indian goods and com-
modities. And it is a common
feature for some of us to always
blame India for this.

But what about the sale of
costly smuggled American and
British cigarettes, [oreign
liquors, smuggled gold from the
Middle Eastern countries, Sin-
gapore and Hmlgkmlg,?

Let us call a spade a spade
and first rectify and purify our-
selves,

(. H. Keibir
6, Hore Streed
Wi, Dhalca-1203

‘Rehabilitation of

the terrorists?

Sirc It is rather perturbing to
read a news item about the gov-
erinment's conteruplated plan (o
ahsorh some ol Lthe rehabili-
tatedd. re-orienled. de-sanitized
hireel el solt-core terrarists in
the semi-police organization of
the Ansars. There are a number
ol pre-conditions and implica-
tions which may be cagefully
gone into before experimenting
with a loaded new system in the
public domain.

The first phase should be
slow and not rushed into with-
out background assurance of
quality control: as one's char-

-Acter cannot be changed that

quickly, as intent. promise,
vow or pledge are nol enough to
clean blood and bones (as the
vernacular idiom goes).

Though characters, good or
bad. can deliver certain services
which ordinary persons cannot
do. That is how commission,
balshish, rent-seeking culture
flourish in the society. How to
neutralise’ these former terror-
ists? Ask the psychologists on
how to brain-wash and indoc-
rinate. What is the guarantee
that they would be officially
employed in 'neutral assign-
ments, considering the high de-
gree ol politicisation we see all
around. This is open secret and
all regimes do it — the difference
is in degree, not kind.

These hardened characters
should not be let loose outdoors
initially after the first morally
detergent bath, but their be-
haviour patlern have to be
watched carefully while on
carefully assignecr duties in:
doors, out of contact with the
public (virus contamination).

The power that appear to be
al present concentrating on
several p!n_v{s to harass the op-

character assassi-

nation and gala-gali (ii) impli-
cating thousands ol persons in
questionable court cases: (ifi)
ise of force and violence indi-
rectly involving unseen godfa-
thers. The moral environment
has been vitiated through offi-
cial and political encourage-
ment of dubious culture. Let
loose the saintly terrorists into
the society under these circum-
stances? Betler start with some
file work away from counter.
service (bureaucracy is a seden-
tary habit].

The credibility gap has to be
narrowed, not widened.

Abul M Ahmad
Dhalka

Indo-Bangladesh
trade relations

Sir, Why Bangladesh cannot
impose reciprocal trade sanc-
tions on mighty India? Soft-
pedalling is not successful. An-
nounce a deadline, and go into
action (taking care of increased
smuggling).

India can't do much, engaged
as she is with her own border
problems in NE and North. Dur-
ing the monsoon season®we
lteed not bother about Farakka
screwing. No SAARC country
can influence (amicably) the big
brothier, except Pakistan on the
Kashmir issue, When there is
nothing to lose, why take it ly-
ing down? It is not confronta-
tion. but retaliation in equal
measure,

AZ
Dheaka

Public service
examination for
public

representatives

Sir. We have seen delibera-
tions of our leaders in the par-
liament. Many of us were
shocked., We have seen their
best form ~f mud-slinging. We
have seen w. _* 5 waste of valu-
able time of our parliament.
Only a handfull ol them have
contributed in logical budgetary
discussion. Mostly have dis-
cussed irrelevant issues just to
kill time.

The reasons are many do not
understand the significance of
budget discussion in the par-
liament, have no knowledge of
national resources and means,
cannot quote reference laws to
establish an argument. The in-
formation base of our parlia-
mentarians is very limited re-
quired for democratic practices.
We need more informed par-
liamentarians.

In order to upgrade the qual-
ity of our public representa-
tives, be him/her an MP, or UP
member or UZ chairmen, I pro-
pose a systemn of 'Public Servijce
Examination' to be held annu-
ally. Any candidate running for
public office must pass this
'‘Public Service Examination'
anytime beforehand. Constitu-
tion, Law, general knowledge
etc., of Bangladesh should be

the subjects of public examina-
tion besides skill in logical
framework of issues and norms
ol meeting proceedings.

Dr. M. Rafiqul Islam
Dhaka

Who will save us?

Sir, Who will save us from
the clutches of dishonest, self-
aggrandised and self-seeking
politicians belonging to difler-
entl political parties who, ac-
cording to President, Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed, are de-
pendent upon corrupt busi-
nessmen for their survival. The
President publicly charged,
;pulitic:al parties take huge
unds from loan defaulters.. ",
He went on to say, "These politi-
cal parties cannot continue,
without support from the big
loan defaulters, just the way
they cannot continue without
students, musclemen and ter-
rorists." (DS July 2,99).

Politicians are not only cal-
lous with the public fund they
have also proved beyond doubt
that they do not have an iota of
compunction in looting peo-
ple's bank deposits in relurn for

huge amount of contributions
from bank loan defaulters anc
protecting them with all the
powers they have at the siate
level.

Nowadays these swindlers
are also honoured by their in-
clusion in official delegations
going abroad lead by the head of
the government. The matter of
free play with the state treasury
did not end with the hob-noh:
ing between the politicians in
power and the loan defaulters,
Due to the financial misman-
dagement, a "sarkar ki mal daria
mayy dhal " attitude prevailed,
making no differentiation be-
tween public coffers and the

ersonal and or party fund
eading to serious shortfall in
the treasury. The usurpers of
the public fund, finding no or
little money at its disposal go
around the commercial banks
for loans to pay salary to gov-
ernment employees. When this
shameful practice is found to be
not enough then the people's
hard-earned savings in the
banks are swindled. In the ab-
sence of integrity, sense of re-
sponsibility, and transparency
in serious and important mat-
ters in governance where will
the people be financially hit
next?

In the process of destroying
basic institutions, political
parties — while in power — leave
no stone unturned for protect-
in%‘ltheir greed in holding their
}}D itical power with no regard
or the safety and security of the
people at large. Under these ex-
cruciating circumstances where
can the people go for justice, for
education of their wards. safety
of the women and childr=n
from molesters and rapists,
non-partisan and uncorrupted
police and bureaucratic help?

Vox Populi
Dhaka

achieved a GDP growth rate of

2.2 per cent there was a huge cry
of disbelief from all corners.

Even a prestigious institution

like the World Bank, that sup-
posedly employ brilliant
economists, also joined the cry
saying that in a year of devas-
tating flood this high growth
figure is ineredible. | shall ar-
gue that il is precisely because
of the floods that the growth
rale should be higher than the
normal.

To understand my argument
onte should start from the defi-
nition of GDP. GDP is a measure
of the total value of the (final)
outpuls produced in a year

within a country. In calculating

the total value of final outputs,
GDP includes both 'good’s as
well as 'bad's. If a country is hit
by an earthquake on flood, lot
of clean-up and rebuilding has
to be done. Although these re-
building and clean-up activities
do not increase the wellbeing of
the citizens, but GDP becomes
bigger. If a home is destroyed by
flood, GDP doesn't go down.
However, when this house is re-
built the entire value of the
house in included in the GDP.
Same thing happens with re-
gard to roads, highways and all
other capital stock. In addition
to replenishment of the capital
stock. there is a spurt of activity
i1 cleaning and rehabilitation
associated with all disasters.
That is why we firnd that Japan

and Germany achieved spec-
tacular gmwtg after the Second
World War. Although the high
growth achieved by Japan and
Germany is termed as the "mir-
acles,” a simple model of eco-
nomic growth, known as the
slow Growth Model shows that
these were not really "mira-
cles,” since any disaster must be
followed by spectacular growth
if the national savings rate r=-
malns comnstant.

The problem is high growth
of GDP after a disaster doesn't
imply an increase in the wel-
fare of the people. It simply
means that the rate of going
back to normal is easier than
growing from a normal level.
The high growth rate also re-
flects the fact that GDP is an in-
accurate measure of people's
wellare.

There is, however, one aspect
where the critics of the govern-
ment may have a stronger
point. The point is the relative
importance of Amman crop. It is
true that Aman crops suffered a
severe darnage due to the floods
which constitute a significant
part of the GDP. In fact the
whole argument of the critics
rest on the damage to Aman
crops. The Government re-
sponse has been that the
bumper boro crops have more
than offset that damage. My ar-
gument is that, even if the boro
crops failed to compensate for
Aman shortfall, the incereased

capital stock including rebuild-
ing of houses. restoration of
land for cultivation ete.

One more factor that may
also account for the higher
growth figure is the increased
marketing of poultry and live-
stock. Because the floods pro-

ressed at a very slow pace, -
armers were able to take the
oultry and livestock away
rom flood alfected area and
sell them in the market. If there
were no floods people would use
a significant part of the'poultry
and livestock for their own
household consumption pur-
poses and their value would re-
main out of the GDP figures.
Since the floods forced them to
sell those, the value of these be-
came part of the GDP measure.

Although there are sufficient
theoretical reasons for an un-
usually high rate of GDP growth
this higher statistical figure lor
1998 by no means imply that
the nation is any better off
compared to 1997, If we could
accurately measure the nation's
welfare, we could very well con-
clude that the welfare growth
was riegative deslpite a high pos-
itive GDP growth. Therefore in
my view although the govern-
ment may justifiably stick to
its figures in the face of criti- |
cism from the giants such as the
World Bank, it has no reason to
be happy or take credit.

The writer is Associate Pro-
Jessor Easi West University.
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Amateurish DCC Mismanagement

As a resident in the area, I
beseech the LGRD Minister to
pay an unaccompanied and
incognite surprise visit to the
Mohammadpur Town Hall
market area during peak hours
(1000-1200 hrs) on any working
day {when the schools are open),
and judge for himself the mess
created by the furious micro de-
velopment projects of the DCC
in the vicinity, which is going
on and on for the last one year
and never seems to get com-
pleted. The constables look so
helpless, and the uniformed
DCC olficials are conspicuous
by their absence, either on pa-
trolling on inspection duty, or
at the DCC stall (which does not
exist!). Why the DCC staff is so
shy in making their presence
felt, suited and booted?

The local officials posted to
look after the area are to be
congratulated for the fervour
and zeal shown, but unfortu-
nately, during the process, the
general public is condemned to
a lot of suffering day in and day
out. Here are some examples
(also cited earlier but no action
has been taken. There are simi-
lar cases in the other areas un-
der the jurisdiction of the
Mayor).

Two or three rows of vendors
are allowed with their cane
baskels to sit and sell right on
the road junction, severely im-
peding traffic movement. This
point is also used as a parking
place for vacant rickshaws: and
it is situated near a busy motor
workshop on the Asad Avenue,

under repair. This workshop

! always packed with vehicles
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[arid others) have to be shified
in to the interior. The vendors
cannot sit there without
salami. Who are collecting the
tolls? We know whom to ask.

* In the road at the back of
the wet market, several dozen
pucca stalls have been con-
structed by the DCC for rental,
but the service connections are
still pending for a year (light,
toilet, shutters, etc). How long
the street will be blocked to
tralfic? We start with a bang,
and end with a whimper — it
has become a national charac-
teristic!

* At the next Town Hall
building, the newly constructed
shop-lots on two floors are still
not ready for occupation (and
use). No provision was Kept by
the architect for skylight, hence
artificial electric lighting will
be required during the daylight
hours, causing huge unneces-
sary consumption of electricity
every day of the year (the lust
for empty space!). The parking
space have been used for extra
sﬁmps. The vehicles will park
on the congested main road?
what has happened to the pro-
lessional approach to standard
services?

* Some construction work is
suspected to be going inside the
nearby Shahid Park for busi-

ness purposes (in the guise of a

religious use). The lungs of the
city have no right to exist! A
clarification through a press
note is needed to allay public
suspicion. The local short cut

style is to construct a mosque
which cannot be ‘touched' later
by any Ordinance. for fear of
azab and jahannum! How mer
rily we do business using reli-
glort as an excuse!

* There should be sufficient
number of public toilets in a
market or 5k1uppin§ area. No
signboards are visible promi-
nently, there is quite a rush by
those responding to the call of
nature.

* Three large schools con-
verge in this area. creating
daily traffic jams of unman-
ageable proportions due to dou-
ble parking on the main road
Asad Avenue. The police are
there as part of the scenario
only. Parking should be al-
lowed only on one side of the
road, and along the kerb, not at
right angles. Why these ohvious
points have to be pointed out to
the professional monitoring
and regulatory officials?

* Bulldozers, reinforced with
magistrates, regularly conduct
raids in this area, but the rent-
seeking exercises never seem to
dimminish. The later is very
transparent, whether flourish-
ing, or under control.

Many of those who directly
govern the country talk big and
vulgar, but never seem to de-
liver! Where does the legitirnate
output go? We all know, but it -
cannot be officially recorded.
That is why a top judiciary body
suggested the creation of an
Anti-Anti-Corruption Depart-
ment, like the anti-anti-mis-
sile! Our most powerful secret
wulsapnn is the Corruption Mis-
sile!




