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Ljaz's call to
teammates,
supporters

KARACHI, July 29: Barred
Pakistani cricket star ljaz
Ahmed Wednesday called on
teammates and fans to support
the players accused of match-
ﬂxil"]\% and bribery, reports AFP.

e need the support of
teammates and fans all around
the world because we have done
nothing wrong.” ljaz told the
news agency.

The star batsman met the
chairman of the Pakistan
Cricket Board's ad hoc commit-
tee, Mujibur Rehman, on
Wednesdgy at the board's head-
quarter in Lahore.

“ have told my viewpoint
that 1 have never been involved
in anything that could bring a
bad name to the country and
will appear before the Account-
ability Bureau on Thursday,”
ljaz said.

ljaz alongwith captain
Wasim Akram and batsman
Salimm Malik has been sus-

ciided from the national team

v the Pakistani anti-corrup-
tion burcau over match-fixing
echalges:

“I ' had put the list of my as-
scts betore the judicial commis-
sionn and was cleared. This new
scerativ is hard to understand,”
[jaz said, relerring to an in-
quiry being conducted by La-
hore High Court judge Malik
Mohammad Quayum since last
year. |

The trio was implicated in
match-fixing and betting in an
interim report of a committee
gi the cricket board in Septem-

r.

Sources said ljaz's meeting

with the chairman of the ad hoc |

committee lasted just 10 min-
utes.

"The chairman of ad hoc
cominittee sounded very sup-
ortive. and told me that he
iked my hatting but said
charges would have to be
cleared before the bureau,” ljaz
said.

Twelve players. includin
vice-captain Moin Khan an
Malik met Rehman on Monday:

Captain Wasim Akram
dashed from England and met
Rehman and Accountability
Bureau chief, Senator Saif-ur
Pehmarn, on Tresria

PaKistan s anu-corrupltiorn
bureau Wednesday said its in-
vestigators would begin inter-
rogating the three players.

|

"I have a clear conscience |

and.will put before the bureau
all my assets. | have always
paid taxes," ljaz said.

I[jaz said he was suffering
from high blood pressure after
the news of suspension.

"I was in Dubai where | got
the news which was shocking.
What wrong have | done? It is
very discouraging,” ljaz said.

Keegan hints

at Gascoigne

return

LONDON, July 29:England
manager Kevin Keegan is con-
sidering recalling Paul Gas-
coigne to his squad if the trou-
bled Middlesbrough midfielder
proves his litness early in the
new season, reports Reuters,

Gascoigne has battled alco-
holism and depresssion since
he was sent home before last
year's World Cup in France by
Keegan's predecessor Glenn
Hoddle.

"Gascoigne is in my thou-
ghts."" Keegan told a news
conference on Tuesday.

"He is one of a number of
players who can do things that
change a game. But | think it is
important for him that he will
last 90 minutes so | want to see
him first hand myself.

1 would like to wait a week
or two in the season and have a
look at him."

Reegan will name his squad
next month for crucial Euro-
pean championship qualilying
matches against Luxembourg
and Poland.

L]
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Rapid coach's
L L -
mitiative
BUCHAREST, July 29: Rapid
Bucharest's coach said today he
was willing to pay personality
for drug tests on teammates of
Stefan  Vrabioru of Astra
P}ntesu who died in suspicious
circumstances on the pitch last
week, repoits Reuters,
I'm ready to pay 500 dollars
from my own pocket for each
Astra player to undergo a drugs

~heck,” Mircea Lucescu, former

coach of Intermazionale Milan,
told Reuters.

"This is not an attempt to,

prove my club's innocence but
rather to avoid the recurrence
of such a tragic event."

Astra Ploiesti officials is-
sued a statement agreeing to
Lucescu's proposal, but said
they were prepared to pay for
similar tests for Rapid players.

Vrabioru, 23, collap Imin-
utes after making his first divi-
sion_debut away to champions
Rapid and died on his way to
hospital,

An initial autopsy was in-
conclusive but forensic experts
said they would be conductin
further tests for drugs or a vireﬁ
infection.

Mircea Sandu, soccer feder-
ation president, has ordered the
country s League of Professional
Clubs to set up a comimission to
investigate alongside a police
crivinal enquiry.

Eut he made clear there was
no money in his budget to pay
for systematic drugs tests.

‘The Romanian Soccer Fed-
eration is saddened by the death
of a young player and we stand
alongside Astra and his fam-
ily, du said in a statement.

"UEFA has not asked us to
draw up any contract with a
specialised laboratory for test-
ing drugs. Moreover, drug tests
are very expensive and we have
no money to pay for them."

Meanwhile, medical offi-
cials have been asking why
Rapid’'s board cFrmrided only a
badly equipped ambulance at
the ground, when supplying a
ﬂ_lrnper vehicle would Eave cost

e equivalent of only $25.

o

DERBY, England,
July 29: New
Zealand, buoyed
by their nine-
wicket win over
| England in the se-
cond Test, cruised to a 130 run
victory over a weakened Der-
byshire side here on Wednesday
in a 50-over match; reports
AFP.

The New Zealand batsmen,
spearheaded by Craig McMillan
with 86 off 69 balls, took full
advantage of a Derbyshire al-
tack missing their leadin
bowlers Dominic Cork an
former England paceman Phil
DeFreitas.

The promising opening
partnership of second Test cen-
turion Matthew Horne and
Matthew Bell, who hit the win-
ning runs against England,
helped themselves to half-cen-
turies.

A total of 369 for six was
never going to be within Der-
byshire's range, particularly as
Australian opening batsman
Michael Slater was also left out,
but a century from acting cap-
tain Adrian Rollins rescued the
hosts from complete humilia-
tion.

New Zealand, who included
severi of the Test team only
leaving out their attack that
humiliated England, cruised
along at around seven an over
before raising the tempo even
further towards the end of their
innings.

Horne and Bell added 132 in
21 overs before Horne was
stumped charging the slow left-
grgm spinner 1an Blackwell for

Bell was also stumped off the
Irish seamer Ryan Eagleson for

70. But the runs continued to
flow, and only off-spinner Si-
mon Lacey emerged from the
onslaught with respectable fig-
ures.
Captain Stephen Flemin
and Chris Harris failed to cas
in, but McMillan and Nathan

Astle ruthlessly demolished
some very moderate bowling.

They hammered seven sixes
between them, and Roger Twose
briefly joined in the slaughter
as 91 runs came from the last
five overs,

MeMillan hit four sixes and
five fours, while Astle struck
three sixes in his unbeaten 34
which came from only 13 deliv-
eries,

Derbyshire's supporters
voiced their displeasure during
the interval at the one-sided na-
ture of the game. and their
mood was not improved when
Matthew Cassar was bowled for
a duck in the second over.

But Rollins, who pulled the
third ball of the innings for six,

rovided some respectability by
atting through the 50 overs to
finish with 111 from 159 balls.

Pick of the New Zealand at-
tack were McMillan and Twose,
who both picked up two wickets.

Stephen Titchard shared the
only substantial stand of the
innings with Rollins (75 for the
fifth wicket).

SCOREBOARD
NEW ZEALAND
M Horne st Griffiths
b Blackwell 73
M Bell st Griffiths b Eagleson 70
S Fleming ¢ Spendlove
b Lacey 23
C McMillan b Blackwell 86

C Harris ¢ Spendlove

Sport

b Blackwell 28
N Astle not out 34
R Twose ¢ Blackwell b Deane 12
A Parore not out 0
Extras: [b-4, 1b-13, w-20, nb-6}43
Total: (For 6 wickets in 50
overs) 369

Did not bat: Croy. Walker,
O'Connor.,

Fall of wkts: 1-132; 2-176; 3-
198; 4-278: 5-346: 6-359.
Bowler O

Deane
Eagleson
Cassar
Blackwell 1
Lac 1
Titchard
DERBYSHIRE
A Rollins not out i |
M Cassar b McMillan 0
R Weston ¢ Croy b McMillan: 30
-1 Blackwell b Astle 10

coococoo=
2HdY NS
EH—DJEHr—-i

8
3
6
0
0
7

B Spendlove b Walker 24
S Titchard ¢ McMillan

b Twose =
M Newell Ibw b Twose 0
S La c Walker b O'Connor 12

S Griffiths ¢ McMillan
b O'Connor
Extras: (b-4, 1b-3, w-7, nb-2)

g
16

Total: (For 8 wickets in b0
overs) 239

Did not bat: Eagleson,
Deane.

Fall of wkts: 1-12; 2-54: 3-78:
4-123: 5-201: 6-202: 7-222: 8-
239

Bowler I O M R W
O'Connor 9 0 56 2
MeMillan 7T 224 o
Harris 9 2 34 0
Astle 5 1 26 I
Walker 10 0 63 1
Twose _ 10 Q2K 2

Result: New Zealand won

. by 130 runs.
Toss: Derbyshire.

Kiwis whack Derbyshire

Blewett

LONDON, July 29
(AFP/Reuters):
Yorkshire saw off
Roses rivals Lan-
cashire on Wed-
| Temeeeaeew | 'mesday to book a
NatWest Trophy semifinal
showdowr with Gloucestershire
while County Championship
leardters  Surrey will face
swil.leset 1 the other last four
match.

Yorkshire looked on their
way out at Old Trafford despite
making 263-7 in their 50 overs;
which was founded on a fourth
wicket partnership of 111 be-
tween captain David Byas (72)
and ﬁnlhmtljy McGrath [(60).

England outcasts Mike
Athierton and Neil Fairbrother

looked to be steering Lancashire

towards the target but with the
score on 164-2 Yorkshire's
Australian star Greg Blewett
turned the tie around. After
Chris Silverwood had bowled
Fairbrother for 54 to put an end
to the
knocked over the former
England captain's off-stump
with the next delivery,.
Atherton made 61.

The Australian all-rounder,
who lost out on the man-of-the-
malch award to Yorkshire's
former England all-rounder
Craig White, weighed in with
figures of 4-18 as well as run-
ning out Warren Hepgg.

tPartnership. Blewett

blows L

GREG BLEWETT

‘The White Rose side eventii-
ally romped home by 55 runs
gaining sweet revenge over the
side that twice deprived them of
an appearance in a Lord's Final
in 19964 234 #i's & (Fpegs

Gloucestershire’'s progress
was imperious. Tim Hancock,
with 90, and former England
Test batsman Kim Barnett with
68 laid the foundations as they
accumulated 274-6 before dis-
missing Glamorgan for 138 -- a
victory margin ol 136 runs.

Piran Holloway was the hero
of Somerset's quarterfinal vic-

ancs out

tory over Rent at Taunton.

Holloway's unbeaten 75
from 92 balls saw the Cidermen
overhaul Kent's 264-6 to secure
a six-wicket victory and stay on
course for a first Lord's final in
16 years.

e was supported well by
Australian skipper Jamie Cox,
who pipped him to the man-of-
the-match award.

Surrey stayed on course for
the County Championship and
Trophy double with a comfort-
able win against Northampton-
shire: at Northampton with
Pakistan spinner Saglain
Mushtaq proving the key figure.

Set only 153, they reached
their target for the loss of just
three wickets.

lan Ward and Alec Stewart
put on 62 for the second wicket
before  England A all-rounder
Graeme Swann gave Northants
some hope with two wickets in
two overs. But Graham Thorpe
(42 not out) and Ally Brown (39
not out) then saw the visitors
safely home. o |

Earlier, Saqlain's figures of
4-28  helpe skittle out
Northants for 152,

LAST FOUR DRAW
1ST SEMIFINAL

Somerset v Surrey

On August 14 at Taunton
2ND MIFINAL
Gloucestershire v Yorkshire
On August 15 at Bristol
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o ﬂ 29(Mail flnlernet{:
Lazio have closed
the door on Nivo-
las Anelka's move
to Romie, blaming
the unreasonable demands of
Arsenal. the player and lis
agents.

The Italian club's main re-
gotiator declared that 'crazy'
money being asked by Arsenal
had provided the biggest stum-
bling block.

Vincenzo Morabito, the
FiFA agent who has been work-
ing for Lazio in their bid to sign
the 20-year-old, said: "The nego-
tiations are delinitively closed.

Morabito said they stalled
once and for all at a meeting
last Thursday with Arsenal
vice-chairman David Dein and
one of Anelka's brothers, Di-
dier,

Listing the reasons, Mora-
bito blamed 'the impossibility
of lowering the fees for the
agents, of reviewing the player's
contract' and above all 'the
crazy and totally unrealistic
demand of 22 million pounds
from Arsenal.

‘When aLEIa}rer who is 20
years old with one year's expe-
rierice in the Premier League is

join them and did every

rated ‘at. 70 billion lira, it is
madness,’ he said.

‘We did everything we could.
We wanted to bring Anelka to
Rome at all costs but we didn't
succeedb because Arsenal's de-
mands were crazy and unrea-
sonable.’

In Paris, Anelka's brothers,
Claude and Didier, were still
claiming last night that a move
to Lazio remained a possibility
but they appeared to be in dis-
agreement about the rebel
striker's final destination.

Sources in Italy suggested
that Lazio had given Claude un-
til tommorrow to sort out a fresh
settlement with Arsenal and
resurrect the move,

Claude insisted: 'Sergio
Cragnotti, the Lazio owner, has
told us to be patient.

But I'm not sure what he
means. Nicolas fought hard to
thing he
could to make the move but if
things don't work out, there are

lenty of other clubs who want
im.’

However, Didier said last
night: 'Given the way we have
been treated by Lazio, at this
point we are much closer to Ar-

senal than we are to Lazio.'

The player himself has
claitned he would never go back
to Arsenal, even though the club
expect him for pre-season
training. He said: 'It's comical. ]
think they'll be waiting for me
for a very long time.' |

He has sent Arsenal a doc-
tor's certificate indicating that
he is in no fit mental statle to
continue his career in north
London but he said last night:
Tm fine, I'm calm.

~This break from the game
will be good for me. I've
recharged my batteries for this
season, which Jooks like being
a long one.’

Although Anelka's brothers
are believed to be ready to send
more sick-notes; Arsenal are
prepared to send their own med-
ical team to France to assess his
state of health,

Lazio had agreed to raise
their initial bid of £18million
by around 4million dollars if
Anelka agreed to reduce his per-
sonal demands. He was report-
edly offered a four-year deal
worth 56,000 pounds a week.

Should Anelka eventually
return to Arsenal, he would face
hostility from team-mates and
fans and pose huge problems for
manager Arsene Wenger.

MILAN, July 29:
Italy's soccer gi-
d1lls were in very
different moods
| on Thursday, al-

2 ter.Juventus triu-
mphed in Europe but AC Milan
earned dn ear-bashing from
their coach after an embarra-
ssing defeat, reports AFP.

Juventus all but secured
their place in the Intertoto fi-
nais after beating Rostselmash
Rostov 4-0, but Alberto Zac-
cheroni was spitting fire after
his champions lost their first
official friendly to a third divi-
sion side.

Juventus coach Carlo An-
celotti had nething but good
news from his team's perfor-
mance on Wednesday, Newcom-
ers Darko Kovacevic and Gian-
luca Zambrotta both made and
scored goals, while Filippo In-
zaghi proved he is already on
form with two goals; one of
them a penalty.

Kovacevic, a Yugoslay
striker drafted in as a reserve to
either Inzaghi or Alessandro
Del Piero, is showing promise,
while young midfielder Zam-
brotta justified his recent

breakthrough into the national
team. '

Ancelotti. whose men were

leading 1-0 at the break, said:
‘I'm very pleased with the result
because although we still have
the second leg at Cesena. our
place in the next round is al-

ready in the bag.

"Our opponents were tiring

in the second half and we were

able to turn on the guality. We
kept possession of the ball well
and took full advantage of the
extra space up front.

‘I'm pleased too to have In-
zaghi back, not just because he
scored twice but because he and
Kovacevic showed they can al-

ready play well together.

"Their understanding was
excellent in the second half and
the results were there for all to

Meanwhile, Milan's lack of
understanding was equally
clear as they slumped to a 1-0
defeat to Varese. The team
lacked bite and their passing

Wwas poor.

Zaccheroni said: "It really
annoys me to lose a match that
way, even if it was only a
friendly. The commitment was
there but in the second half,
there wasn't the fighting spirit
needed for a match like this
one."”

And he sent his men a clear

Italian giants’ mixed bag

warning about any more soft-
peddling in future,

“There are players who ar-
rived last year and had an ex-
traordinary season. But the
musin't start relaxing an
fhink it's eusy to stay at AC Mi-
an.

"We've won the champi-
onship. but now we have to
prove that we're even better
than last season. _

‘'l know that the effects of all
the training made themselves
lelt. But they didn't have to keep
passing the ball to the other
side... especially when our own
players were unmarked.

"We often lacked speed and
accuracy and we made an infi-
nite number of bad passes. In

ercentage terms, | think at
east eight out of 10 went
astray.”

There was a low-profile de-
but too for Milan's new
Ukrainian signing Andriy
Shevchenko. |

"Andriy was coming back
from an ankle injury and he
certainly wasn't helped by the
form of the rest of the team,
who were too slow and too pre-
dictable,” Zaccheroni said. "He
does best when he can break
away."

zio calls off Anelka bid
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Champions'

League qualifying
results

PARIS; July 29(AFP): Col-
lated results of Champions'
League second qualifying round
first leg matches on Wednesday:
At Thilisi
Dynamo Thilisi (Geo) 2 Zimbru
Chisinau (Mol) 1
At Bucharest
Rapid Bucharest (Rom) 3
Skonto Riga (Lat) 3
At Borisov, Belarus
Dnepr-Transmash Mogilev
(Blr) O AIK Solna (Swe) 1.

At Moscow

CSKA Moscow (Rus) 2 Molde FK

(Nor} O

At Kiev

Dynamo Kiev (Ukr) 2

(Shatskikh 39. 78) FK Zalgiris

(Lit) O

At Valkeakoski, Finland

FC Haka (Fin) 1 Rangers (Sco) 4

At Nicosia '

Anorthosis de‘Fama%usta (Cyp)

2 Slovan Bratislava {Svk] 1

At Istanbul

Besiktas (Tur] 1 Hapoel Haifa

(Isr) 1

%lﬂ?i:;grade de (Yug) 3 NK
an Belgrade (Yu

Rijeka (Cro) 1

At Skopje

Sloga Jugomagnat (Mkd) O

Brondby {Den) 1

At Vienna

Rapid Vienna (Aut) 3 Valetta

(Mlt) O

At Maribor;, Slovenia

Maribor (Slo) 5 Genk (Bel) 1

At Reykjavik

IBV Vestmania {Icl) 0 MTK

Budapest (Hun) 2.

At Lovech. Bulgaria i

Liteks (Bul) 4 Widzew Lodz (Pol)

Grobbelaar
exonerated

LONDON, July 29: Former
Liverpool goalkeeper Bruce
Grobbelaar was on Wednesday
awarded 85,000 ounds
(130,000 dollars) libel damages
from The Sun newspaper over
maltch-fixing allegations, re-
ports AFP.

The civil action in the High
Court followed two trials at
Winchesterin 1997 — the first
of which ended in deadlock — in
which Grobbelaar was cleared
of conspiracy, along with ex-
Wimbledon stars John Fashanu
and Hans Segers, and busi-
nessman Richard Lim.

The 4l-year-old Zimbab-
wean will now have his esti-
mated 400,000-pound legal
costs met by the newspaper,
which must also foot its own
500,000-pound bill over the se-
ries of 1994 articles.

The Sun, which pleaded jus-
tification and qualified privi-
lege. alleged that the goalkeeper
took 40,000 pounds to make
sure Liverpool lost 3-0 away to
Newcastle in November 1993.

It also claimed he had blown
his chance of 125,000 pounds
more in a January 1994 game
apgainst Manchester United,
.uqhi%!;en ed in a 3-3 draw, by |
accidentally making a sensas
tiormal save in a match he was
irying to lose.

Allegations were also made
over a Liverpool-Norwich game
in February 1994 and games
laler that year when Grobbe-
laar's next club, Southampton,
faced Conventry and Manch-
esler City.

Grnhgelaar looked straight
ahlead as the jury of seven men
and five women announced
their unanimous decision.

His wile, Debbie, who has
been by her husband's sjde
throughoul a®id gripped his arm
as the jury reassembled after
five antj a half hours, put her
lace in her hands as news sank
1T1,

4 Guatemalans
ejected

WINNIPEG, Manitoba, July
29: Four Guatemalan players
plus their coach were sent off in
a 2-1 defeat by Canada yester-
day as the Pan American
Games' low-key soccer tourna-
ment suddenly erupted, reports
Reuters.

The United States referece
and his assistants left the field
at the end with police protecting

them froni the furious proiests
of Guatemalan players. who
surrounded the olficials to ar-
gue when the final whistle went.

Canada were left to contem-
plate how they only managed to
win 2-]1 against opponents who
had been reduced to eight men
after just 33 minutes. Denis
Chen, Merlos Sosa and Carlos
Ruiz were all sent off in the first
half for either violent fouls, ar-
guing with the referee or both,
Alegria Briones were dismissed
in second half injury time.

Canada's Steve Kindel saicl:
"We should have buried them
and putl four, five, six goals
away. For them to gel even a
shot on goal is unheard of,
never mind a goal."

Leeds’ no to
Atletico offer

for Hasselbaink

LEEDS, England, July 29:
English Premiership club S
United said Thursday that they
have rejected a 10 million
pound bid for Jimmy Floyd
Hasselbaink from Atletico
Madrid, reports AFP.

The Spanish club faxed an
offer for Hasselbaink on Tues-
day and repeated it on Wednes-
day - but Leeds have turned
down both offers.

Hasselbaink has so far re-
fused to sign a new long-term
contract but Leeds chairman
Peter Ridsdale is adamant that
the Dutch striker will not be
sold.

"Our aim is to build a win-
ning side, We have backed the
manager throughout the sum-
mer and we have not spent 15
million pounds just to go and
sell our top scorer from the past
two years," Ridsdale told the
Yorkshire Evéning Post.

Hasselbaink, who cost 2 mil-
lion gnunds from Portuguese
club Boavista two summers ago,
has been offered a lucrative new
contract even though he has two

years to rum on his current deal.

LITTLE RONALDO! Brazil's upcoming striker Ronaldinho (L) makes his way through a
horde of American players during their Confederations’ Cup clash in Guadalajara; Mexico
on July 28.

—AFP photo

Vintage Matthaeus show

GUADALAJARA,; Mexico,
July 29: Reigning champion
Brazil survived a missed sec-
ond-half penalty by the United
States to win 1-0 on Wednesday
and secure a berth in next Sun-
day's semifinal of the Confed-
erations Cup, reports Reuters.

In an earlier maitch,; Ger-
many inspired by skipper and
veteran livewire Lothar
Matthaeus won their first
match with a methodical 2-0
victory over New Zealand.

The United States. however,
only requires a draw against
Germany on Friday to join
Brazil in the semifinals from
Group B as the Germans needed
more goals against New
Zealand to improve their

goal dilference after a 4-0
drubbing by Brazil in the opern-
ing game,

New Zealand was eliminated
but will play Brazil on Friday.
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day. host Mexico sits atop Bo-
livia. Egypt and Saudi Arabia.

BRAZIL-USA

Brazilian 19-year-old sensa-
tion Ronaldo Assis or Ronald-
inho, scored his second goal of
the tournament, but Brazil will
thank goalkeeper Dida for the
victory.

United States coach Bruce
Arena paid tribute to Dida after
he stopped a well-placed but
fairly weak penalty shot by Joe-
Max Moore in 7 1st minute,

Youve gol to give credit to
Dida for that big save," Arena
said.

_ Dida, now recognised as one
ol Brazil's most accomplished
poalkeepers, repeated his hero-
ics of the recent Copa America:
Dida also saved a vital penalty

against Argentina during the
winning Copa America cam-
paign.

American Cobi Jones was
fouled by Brazilian defender
Odvan in the penalty area, set-
ting up a penalty shot.

Brazilian coach, Wanderley
Luxemburgo, admitted after the
match that his side did not win
in convincing style.

‘It was a dillicult game and
in the second half we did not

-control the midfield which al-

(Guadalajara on July 28. —

NO SLOWING DOWN: Inspirational German captain Lothar
Matthaeus (L) and New Zealand’s Mark Atkinson fight for
possession during their Confederations' Cup fixture- in
AFP photo

Pl a—

lowed the United States to cre:

e Ronaldinho one

| playv in Mexico City on Thurs-

ale dangerous chances,” he said.

Ronaldo Assis, also known
as "little Ronaldo" after his star
teammate who stayed behind in
Brazil, ignited the crowd when
he finished off a blistering
move down the left flank by
Serginho to flash home a
header past goalkeeper Kasey
Keller.

With the next matches on
Friday, Luxemburgo made ref-
erence to the tournament's ex-
hausting schedule when asked
about his side's activities for
Thursday.

'We will be doing pajama
training,” he joked.

GERMANY-NEW

ZEALAND -

After being humiliated 4-0
bﬁ' reigning Confederations
champion Brazil in the opening
game, and amid intense pres-
sure from its domestic media,
Germany bounced back with
first-half goals from Michael
Preetz and Matthaeus.

Despite  slipping in world
standings since winning the
European championship in.
1996, Germany rarely looked
threaltened by New Zealand
which has returned to the in-
ternational stage since making
a World Cupdebut in [982.

. Described in some German
media circles in the wake of
Saturday's defeat as the worst
national coach ever, Erich
Ribbeck made only two changes
in the cooler evening condi-
tions of Guadalajara compared
to Saturday's heat caldron.

Once again, the 38-year-old
Matthaeus was Germany's
lynch-pin and he finished ng‘ a
clinically crafted move in the
33rd minute to notch his 23rd
international goal.

Earlier, in the sixth minute;
German striker Michael Preetz
tapped in for enly his third in-
lernational goal after a delicate
curling freekick by Mehmeét
Scholl had struck the post,

Suker may
o L]
jom Dynamo
' *®
Kyiv

KIEV, July 29: Croatian
siriker Davor Suker, who no
longer figures in Real Madrid's
plans,. is bidding to join
Ukrainian champions Dynamo
Kyiv, reports AFP.

Dynamo press-spokesman
Alexei Semenenko told AFP on
Thursday that Suker had ap-
proached them and the club was
ready to offer him a trial.

Semenko added that the club
was determined to pay any price
for the 1998 World Cup top
scorer if he flitted Dynamo's
lirst-team demands.

Dynamo's first deputy presi-
dent Igor Surkis said the final

decision would be taken by the
club's head coach Valery
Lobanovsky.

Suker's  arrival in the

UKrainian capital is expected
on the-August 2.

The 31-year<eld has a
chance o become the eighth
loreigner in Dynamo’s multi-
national squad.
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