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Three-day workshog begins in city -

Failure in environment issues can't
be afforded for far-reaching effects':

UNDP Assistant Resident
Representative Shireen Kamal
Sayeed yesterday emphasised
the need for enforcement of the
existing environmental laws
and execution of programmes to
help achieve sustainable devel-
opment, reports BSS.

She was addressing the inau-
gural session of the three-day
workshop on. "Environmental
Reporting" organised by the Fo-
rum of Environmental Jour-
nalists of Bangladesh (FE.JB)
with -support from the Ministry
of Environment and Forest and
United Nations Development
Programmes (UNDP] at the
Jatiya Press Club yesterday.

ditor of The Daily Star
Mahfuz Anam was the chief
guesl at the inaugural session
while FEJB Chairman Quamrul
Islam Chowdhury presided.
Syeda Rizwana -Hasan, Pro-
grﬂmme Director of Bangladesh
nvironmental Lawyers Asso-
ciation and Chairman of Un-
nayan Sumunnaya Dr Atiur
an were the resource per-

sons in two different working
sessions. FEJB's general secre-
tary Bakhtiar Rana also spoke
on the occasion.

Ms Shireen underscored the
need for creating massive
awarerness among the people
about environmental degrada-
tion, deforestation and deterio-
rating pollution.

Launching
Mahfuz Anam said issues of en-

vironment were dﬂﬂp‘?v linked -
u

with human life. Failures in
environmental field cannot be
compared to failures in any
other field. We cannot afford to
fail in this regard because of the
far-reaching consequences, he
added.

Anam said so far awareness
and policies are concerned, we
are more or less successful. but
we have failures in the imple-
mentation level, However,
management of 123 million-

opulation on 144,000 square

lometre of land is the greatest
environmental challenge for
Bangladesh,

the workshop, ~

Dr Atiur said there was a
"crisis of perception” in assess-
ing development due to a west-
ern-backed "mechanical" out-
look among the policymakers
and planners to adjust every-
thing with the market order.
But there is an "interconnected- .
ness" of all aspects of life in-
cluding ecology and culture.

Economy alone does not decide
everything.

He said this interconnected-
ness was being ignored for
‘immediate development”.

Ms Rizwana underscored the
need for. launching campaign to
sensitize people about their en-
vironmental rights.

Quamrul Islam Chowdhury
said the rules regarding envi-
ronmental impact assessment
should be strictly enforced to
maintain ecological balance.

A total 'of 20 journalists
from newspapers and news
agencies are taking part in the
~workshop.
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Plant was signed yesterday at the Ministry of Energy and Mineral Resources. Finance
Minister Shah AMS Kibria, Minister for Commerce and Industry Tofail Ahmed and State
Minister for Planning Dr Mohiuddin Khan Alamgir were present at the signing ceremony.
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| JCD condemns

- police attack on
'BCU procession

By DU Correspondent
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
WCDJ, student wing of main op-
Eusitlnn BNP, vesterday
rought out a procession on the

* Dhaka University campus in

A high school committee in
Mirpur has cut off the gas, elec-
tricity and water supply con-
nections to a special school for
mentally handicapped children
run by SCEMRB in a bid to
make it vacate its premises fol-

lowing row between the two par-

ties. - .

The disconnection since
June has caused sufferings for
the more than 45 students at-
tending different classes in-
cluding Special Education and
Vocational Training Classes.
With the most vital amenities
disconnected, the children at
the school who are in constant
need of special attention are
terribly distressed and some
have not since turned up at the
school. Sources said that the
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By Mﬂrs_hed Ali Khan

tual three-storied building, do-
nated by late Zahurul Islam,
which accommodates the high
school is situated nearby.

The SCEMRB had been
awalting allotment of the three-
room second-floor premises
under a government scheme to
rehabilitate handicapped peo-
ple through education and
medical care in the premises of
its primary schools.

According to teachers and
officials of the SCEMRB school,
the SCEMRB had been paying a
rent of Tk 36,000 annually to
the high school committee
since 1984 'not being aware'
about the complications in its
ownership. In 1997 the high
school committiee asked the

school to vacate the premises as

e
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high- school committee had:
even shut the main gate on June
26, stranding the children out-
side in rain, before an official
took them back to their homes.

The school for the mentally
retarded children is run by the
Society for:the Care and Educa-
tion for the Mentally Retarded,
Bangladesh (SCEMRB) at the
premises of Pallabi Govern-
ment Primary School. The
committée of the nearby Pal-
labi Majedul Islam Model High
School illegally’ built first and
second floors over the primary
school and claimed that the en-
tire upper floors belong to them.
The high school was the private
initiative of late business mag-
net Zahurul Islam and the
school has been named after his
brother, Majedul Islam. The ac-

Some of the students of the SCEMRB school

it (the high school committee)
wanted to turn it into a residen-
tial quarter for the headmaster
of the high school. .

“The Headmaster of the pri-
mar}»; school as well as officials
of the Ministry of Education
asked us not to pay any rent to
the Majedul Islam High School
since the premises actually be-
long to the primary school,”
said an official of SCEMRB.

The SCEMRB school stopped
payment of rents from January
1998 hoping that the Ministry
of Education would process the
necessary papers establishing

(the proper allotment of the

premises to ‘serve the handi-
cap children’. They however
paid off a Tk 6.000 gas bill re-
cently.

The Headmaster of Majedul

for mentally handicapped children in Mirpur.

Mirpur facing closure

Islam Hi%h School, Alauddin

d this correspondent
that he was not aware of the fact
that it was the decision of the
school committee to disconnect
electricity, and water supply
lines to the SCEMRB school. He
said the gas supplg to the entire
premises of the school had been
Enapped as bills were long over-

ue.

Alauddin categorically de-
nied that they were trying to
evict the school for handi-
cap children and said that
in fact the committee had of-
fered the school two rooms for
use at its new nises,

“You see the high school is
paying Tk 5,000 for my house
rent

whereas the SCEMRB
1 is occupying my living

quarter,” Alauddin said.

Dr Abu Solaiman Mandal.
President of the SCEMRB
school, said that if th«i_y agreed
to go to the premises of the high
school, their very existence
would be at stake. “The commit-
tee could then at any
up a resolution to evict us. How-
ever, if there is a writien agree-
ment we would respect it,"
Mandal said.

Meanwhile the children
who used to study at the school
continue to suffer. -

“Like others in the school
my child is also suffering due to
this problem. And I have no
other ‘alternative to this
school,” said, Mahmuda
Akhtar, mother of Hasan

"Mahmud Siddiqui Pavel a stu-

dent of the SCEMRB school.

time take .

Nat'l Recitation

Festival begins

By DU Correspondent

The four-day long fifth Na-
tional Recitation Festival began
yesterday at the Shawkot
Osman auditorium of Central
Public Library in the city yes-
terday afternoon.

Waheedul Haqg, a noted jour-
nalist, a musician and pho-
netician, inaugurated the pro-

amme while Obaidul Quader,

tate Minister for Youth,
Sports and Cultural affairs was
present as the special guest.

Presided over by Asaduzza-
man Noor, the inaugural cere-
mony was also addressed,
among others, by Syed Salaud-
din Zaki, Director General of
Bangladesh Television, Golam
Quddus and Hasan Aref.

Different cultural organisa-
lions from the city and across
the country will participate in
the festival organised by
Bangladesh Abritty Samannay
Parishad (BASP).

AL MP’s house
attacked

MYMENSINGH, July 29:
Armed hoodlums unleashed
another attack on the residence
of ruling party MP advocate M
Moslemuddin in the town on
Wednesday m‘ight. reports UNB.

Inmates of the house at 16,
Naha Road. said the terrorists
hurled abuses and tried to break
the door after they were denied
enitrance. They also damaged
windowpanes,

AS police reached the spot af-
ter being informed by the wife
of Moslemuddin, the MP of
Mymensingh-6 (Fulbaria), the
_attackers left the place.

Corruption case

against Khaleda:
Hearing Aug 12

By Court Correspondent

Dhaka Divisional Special
Court yesterday fixed August 12
for hearing of charges in a cor-
ruption case against opposition:
leader Khaleda Zia filed by
Anti-Corruption Bureau (ACB)
with Ramna thana in January
1997.

Following a time prayer by
the defence lawyers the court
adjourned the 'ﬂrﬂc&dings after
hearing the both sides.

An official of ACB lodged the
case accusing former prime
minister Begum Zia and her the
then PS Shahabuddin Ahmed
for misappropriating Tk 63
lakh for decorating and reno-
vating her Dhaka Cantonment
residence.

Khaleda Zia did not appear
before the court as the court had
earlier allowed her to be repre-
sented by her lawyer.

The judge Mohammed Fazlul
Karim adjourned the hearing of
charges till August 12.

Dr MR Choudhury's
Chehlum today

The Chehlum
of Maj General
Dr MR Choud-
~hury will be
held today.
Says a press re-
lease.

] A milad mah-
_ = Jil will be held
flﬂ-Magmb prayers at Can-
onment Central Mosque (Alla-
hu Mosque) at Dhaka Can-
tonment, the release said;

DU Book
Exhibition '99
tomorrow
By DU Correspondent

A two-day long Dhaka Uni-
versity Book Exhibition '99 will
begin tomorrow at the Teachers
arrd Students Centre (TSC), to
introduce the books and jour-
nals written by the teachers and
officials of the university.

More than 1222 books and
journals of 238 teachers from

different faculties of the uni-

versity will be exhibited at the
programme, which will be in-
augurated by Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury, Vice Chancellor of
the university.

It was disclosed in a press
briefing at the administrative
building yesterday afternoon.

Addressing the programme
Prof Shahadat Ali, Pro-Vice
Chancellor said that the exhibi-
tion will be open for all and it
has been organised to introduce
the books to students,
guardians, researchers and as
well as the eral people.

The books and journals have
been published from different
publishing houses at home and
abroad including the Dhaka
University rakashana
Sangstha ([DUPS), different de-
partments, institutes, research
centres and bureau of the uni-
versity, he added.

A 24-member committee was
also formed for the preparation
of the exhibition.

Among others., Muhammad
Selim, registrar, Prof Anisuz-
zaman, Prof Abul Kashem Fa-
zlul Haq, Director of DUPS and
Dr Bimal Kanti Guha, Member
Secretary of the Preparatory
Comunittee were also present at
the programme.

protest of the police attack on
the procession of Bangladesh
Chhatra Union (BCU] in the city
on Monday.

Following the procession,
JCD held a rally at the main
gate of the Arts Building of the
university at noon.

Addressing the rally, JCD
leaders strongly condemned the
attack and demanded immedi-
ate action against those in-
volved in the incident.

Manik

From Page 1

In the chargesheet it has

been stated that the ruling part
MP Manik arranged the bom
in his own house with a

view -to strengthening his own
political position.

Abul am, who was killed
in the blast was one of the aides
of the MP, the chargesheet
added.
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Zillur says at BPTA confce

16 more polytechnic
institutes to be set up

Sixteen more Polytechnic
Institutes will be set up in the
country during the current fis-
cal for massive expansion of
science and technological edus-
cation; reports UNB.

"Constructions of these new
institutes are already under-
way,” LGRD Minister Zillur
Rahman said while addressin
a 3-day national conference ﬂ%
Bangladesh Polytechnic Teach-
grs’ Association (PBTA) yester-

ay.

He said steps also have been
laken to set up 12 science and
technological universities, four
more BlT's. one textile college
and 12 vocational training in-
stitutes in addition to five
women polytechnic institutes
to spread technical education
among womern.

He hoped that developmerit
and expansion of technical edu-
cation would help a good num-
ber of the country's youths to
play a significant role in the
national development during
the next five years.

Zillur said the government

Is determined to ensure ac-
countability in every sector of
the administration, including
education  system, removing
corruption, mismanagement
and irregularities.

He alleged that during its
five years rule, BNP had de-
stroyed the country's education
sector by disparity, corruption
and mismanagement like other
seclors.

He assured the teachers of
polytechnic institutes to meet
their logical demand of restruc-
turing their service removing
“all irregularities created by the
previous government."

Khulna University Vice
Chancellor Dr S M Nazrul Is-
lam, DG of Polytechnic Educa:
tion Department Prof M Ziaur
Rahman, BCS Coordination
Committee Secretary General
Chowdhury Khalequzzaman
and BPTA Secretary A K M
Mozzamel Haq also addressed
the conference.

BPTA President ‘A K M
Zainul Abedin Presided ove
the inaugural function. ;

....

Police swnupd on Secr

canisters to break the rally.

ployees to disperse their rally inside the Secretariat
premises yesterday. At least 30 persons were injured as riot police used batons and tear gas
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Two soldiers
killed in road
accident in Ctg

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 29: At
least two soldiers died on the
spot and 30 others injured in a
road accident on the Chit-
tagong-Cox's Bazar highway at
Satkania point this morning,
police said.

The injured persons includ-
ing seven soldiers were rushed
to the CMH at Chittagong Can-
tonment and Chittagong Medi-
cal College Hospital,

Police and security sources
said the accident occurred at 8
am today at Nayahat of Satka-
nia point when a pick-up carry-
ing Army personnel bnundrgr
Chittagong from Bandarban,
collided head-on with a passen-
ger coach bound for Cox's Bazar.

The rest of the injured per-
sons were coach passengers, po-
lice said.

| Rajshahi Nursing Instt students

asked to vacate dormitories

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, July' 29: The
students of Rajshahi Nursing
Institute under Rajshahi Medi-
cal College Hospital {RMCH)]
have been asked to vacate their
dormitories by 10.00 am to-
morrow (Friday).

The decision was taken in an
Academic Council meeting held
at the office of the Director of
RMCH on Wednesday evening
following an indefinite strike
called by the nursing students
ont July 18 to press home their
demands for withdrawal of
{hree tutors of the institute.

Meanwhile, the nursing stu-
dents have rejected the decision
of -\RMCH authorities and
brought out a procession in the
city Erntﬂsting the decision.

The processionist paraded
the main thoroughfares of the
city chanting slogans demand-
ing immediate withdrawal of

the three sister tutors.

After the procession, they
also held a meeting on the
RMCH campus;

A tense situation has been
prevailing in and around the
EMCH compound and police
have been deployed to avert any
untoward incident.

UN body grants
ASA spl status

The United Nations Eco-
nomic and Social Council has
granted special consultative
status to ASA, a leading NGO in
the country, reports UNB. .

The decision was taken in its

1999 session, said a press re- °
{ the rule had moved the Appel-

lease of ASA yesterday.
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yesterday to press home their 19-point demand..
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Tha employees of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs staged a demonstration in the city"
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From Fage | s

might eliminate the advantage
of the country's manufacturing
sector to tap the market in the

seven north-eastern Indian
states.
They say that the country

should have waited for the in-
dustries to capture the untapped
market first before transit was
given.

President of Foreign In-
vestors’ Chamber of Commerce
and Industries (FICCI) AKM
Shamsud said that .transit
was inevitable, but more atten-
tion should be given to make
customs’ clearance at the port
quicker. Otherwise, goods will
pile up and rters will suffer,

He also observed that the
country's infrastructure, which
is still very weak. needs mas-
sive upgradation to accommo-
date the movement of the extra
traffic.

"We should now work toward
designing a process so that we
can maximise our benefit from
”ﬁe liélransil;. Therefore, we
should not hurry into anything,
but give it more thought.” 8

He also opposed the idea of
movement ol sealed containers
‘across the country and said in-
termational customs' procedures
should be followed to inspect
the cargo.

"Environment, health and
questions are now in the
forefront. You never know if
any toxic waste or radioactive
material will be passed through
Bangladesh. So, the transport
system should not be a blind
one", they observed,

Another top industrialist
sald the north eastern states
were keen to buy goods from
Bangladesh as they are almost

safe

trial hub. For them:
Bangladeshi goods are cheaper.
When a 'IHJ:uran trade delega-
tion headed by a high level min-
Ister visited Bangladesh early
this year, they were eager to
take Bangladeshi goods. Even
now, Bangladeshi goods get
across the border informally.

But once the transit is given,
this market will be lost to the
country, he said,

DCCI President M H Rahman
told the Daily Star that before
implementing transit facility,
the government should make
the issue transparent so that
people know on what condi-
tions this was allowed to India.

“We have a huge trade gap
with India and without curbing
imports we have no option to
develop our service sector. We
can earn foreign exchange
without compromising na-
tional safety and security, why
won't we allow them transit?”

In return, we should demand
‘Indian commitment about un-
interrupted access to our en-
claves and zero tariff access of
some Bangladeshi products to
Indian market.

Floor-crossing

i 3 From Page 1
returned to Parliament on BNP
ticket. >

Deputy Leader of the -
tion IEmty Badruddoza C Eﬁ-
hury and Opposition Chief
Whip Khando Delwar Hos-
sain filed the writ against the
decision of the Speaker who
had refused to refer the matter
of floor crossing to the Election
Commission as demanded by
the BNP in Parliament. .

A division bench of the Hi
Court comprising Justice K

| Hasan and Justice Mohammad

Latifur Rahman in its August
27, 1998 verdict directed the
Speaker to refer the dispute to
the Election Commission
within 30 days.

The government had pre-
ferred to move the Supreme
Court against the verdict.

Before taking the matter to
the Court, the BNP leaders had
twice requested Speaker Hu-
mayun Rasheed Chowdhury in
writing to refer the dispute to
the Election Commission.

In their letters, the BNP
leaders said that the action was
a violation of Article 70 of the
Constitution.

The Speaker in his ruling in
the House said Article 70 is not
applicable in the matter as

auddin and Hasib have not
forfeited their membership of
Parliament by joining the
Cabinet.

Article 70 of the Constitu-
tion reads as: "A person elected
as a Member of Parliament in
an election at which he was
nominated as a candidate by a
political party shall vacate his
seat if he resigns from that
party or votes in Parliament
against that party." :

Challenging the ruling of the
Speaker, the BNP preferred to
file the writ with the High
Court: = .
- Secret of Parliament be-
ing the respondent Number 2 to

late Division ainst the wver-
dict of the High Court.

Agrabad Commerce
College BCL

factions clash

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 29: At
least 20 peugle were injured in a
gunfights etween two rival

actions of adesh Chhatra

League (BCL) on Agrabad Com-
merce College campus today.
police and witnesses said.

The injured were admitted to
hospital and local clinics for
treatment.

Police and witnesses said the
E:nﬂghta began at around 8 am

tween Nasir and Kader fac-
tions of BCL over control of
colle us.

e clash ensued when the
activists of Kader faction tried
to drive Nasir faction out of the
culle%e campus. The clash
la for about an hour, police
said

The BCL activists also ex-
changed fire with police when
they both the groups. Po-
lice arrested two BCL activists
and recovered one gun with
bullets. : .

Ldater, the BCL. activists

damaged some vehicles, police]
said. e o

sociation feels f{hat transit

cut off from the Indian indus- 1

‘Sharif and his 14-ye
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Swap transit

Another top industrial body

chief mrt:ldthun condition of

ty the country’s export

and import may be d as

the ports are in shambles.

These should be taken care of
before giving transit, he said.

“We are not totally to
absorb the transit impact. It
might create more problems
than good.”

Anisur Rahman Sinha, pres-
ident of BGMEA, sai- unless the
ports are improved, transit may-
create problems for garments
exports,

He said the mode of opera-
tion for transporting goods
across Bangladesh from one
Rgmt of India to another could

applied for importing raw
materials for the ready made
garments’ sector as well

"We should also be allowed
to bring raw material in sealed
containers and have them cus-
toms' checked at Dhaka. This
would effectively reduce our
lead time.”

Meanwhile, FBCCI President
Abdul Awal Mintoo in an inter-
view with BSS said B desh
can earn an additional 70 mil-
lion dollars annually through
bilateral trade with the seven
north- eastern Indian states.

The movement of goods from
one Indian point to another by
Bangladeshi transport will gen-
€rate income and employment
for the country, he added.

Moreover, the export of
items that have a strong pro-
duction base in Bangladesh will
not create an uneven competi-

- tion, the FBCCI leader said.

He said it is not always cor-
rect that a country benefits only
by exporting products. Some-
times it can gain by importing
things also.

e seven north eastern In-
dian states, also known as
seven sisters, could be a good
source of cheap raw materials
for manufacturing finished
products for exports, he said.

Khaleda

From Page 1
present .government turped
Bangladesh into a vassal state
by signing agreements one after
another against national inter-
est.

Referring to the Ganges wa-
ter treaty, Khaleda said the gov-
ernment had compromised
Bangladesh's legitimate share
of the river waters while relin-
quished a tenth of the coun
to “terrorists” through the C
accord.

The former Prime Minister
said India had been pressing
Bangladesh for long to get cor-
ridor in the namerclﬁ transit,

"Now this government has
sacrificed national interests at
the altar of hegemonist India."

v Khaleda said what is sur-
prising is that the government
did neither raise this important
matter in Parliament nor con-
sult the opposition.

Moreover, she said, this,

+ anti-peoplaligovernment did
not feel*H neces
mandate from the people on
this issue.

The BNP chief said after get-
ting the transit India would be
able to carry military hardware
to suppress rebellion in seven
Northeastern States of India.

“The transit would pose a
dangerous threat to our politi-
cal and economic system. This
will not only jeopardize our na-
tional security, but Bangladesh
would get entangled in internal
affairs of India.”

Khaleda further said transit
would also threaten the trade
prospects between Bangladesh
gnd ortheastern States of In-

ia.

Madrassah

From Page 1
1997-98 and 6,087 in 1998-99,

The number of Madrassah
students rose from 18,37,013 in
1995 to 20,20,040 in 1996,
21,09,761 in 1997 and 22,06,810
in 1998.

In 1998-99, a total of 646
junior high schools, 402 high
schools, 200 higher secondary
colleges and 213 madrassahs
were brought under the MPO.
Monthly allocation was Tk
17,000 for a junior secondary
school, Tk 12,500 for a. sec-
ondary school, Tk 75,000 for a
higher secondary college and
Tk 36,000 for a madrassah dur-
ing the financial year.

. Madrassahs are privileged
in staff pattern also. The gov-
ernment approves 14 teachers
and 3 employees for a Dakhil

madrassah. 19 teachers and 3
employees for a Alim madras-

sah. 20 teachers and 7 employ-

ees for a Fazil madrassah and

18 teachers and 10 employees

for a Kamil madrassah.

On the other hand, govern-
mernt approves 12 teachers and
3 employees for a seconda
school and 16 teachers and
:mclalu}rees for a higher sec-
on

ary college.

- Bodies of diplomat's
wife, son

arrive

Bodies of the wife and son of
Bangladeshi diplomat in
Ankara Brigadier Shariful Is-
lam reached here yesterday
evening, reports UNB.

Representatives of Foreign

and concerned mili-

Mlnistar
tary officials received the bod-

ies at the airport. A s al
Turkish milit aircraft car-
ried the bodies from the Turk-
ish capital.

Major Ehtesham, younger
brother of Defense Attachi Brig
Sharif, accompanied the bodies
from Ankara.

Kismat Islam, wife of the
ar-old son
Sirajul Sohel, were stabbed to
death allegedly by their house
servant, Hafijur Rahman, at
their residence in Ankara on
July 12,

e servant also injured
Brig Islam and later fled by a
taxi.

Begum Islam and her son
will be buried a:i__t the Banani
i a er -5~
i tglr amd[}haka mﬂamon-
ment Central Mosque after the
‘Jumma prayers y.
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