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What are We Getting Out of It?

HE government of Bangladesh has
allow trans-shipment of Indian g
adesh, not to any third country

Aside from the fact that we are in the

point ‘A’ and

tariff access of Bangladeshi goods in India on a non-recip-
rocal basis, and Indian investments in Bangladesh with
buy-back arrangements designed to tide over the yawning

ed in principle to

overland through
. but from one part of
to her another part. Evidently,
this goes far beyond the limited facility India has had
through Bangladesh's waterways since 1980. The imple-
mentation of the new decision has not been placed within
any specific time-frame but a planned approach has all the
same been adopted to it. A joint committee is to work out
the operatipnal details after the needed roads and other
infrastructure facilities required are put in place.
ck of globalisa-
tion, the prospects for the Trans-Asian Highway and
Railway to link us up with the continental Asia create a
stupendous economic rationale for us to be a part of the
process rather than being isolationist to it. In that overall
of transit of goods and passengers
overland between different countries cannot be in question
so that we regard the trans-shipment-related concession
accorded to India as being an advance step in that direc-
tion,
We note that in the official news-breaking announce-
ment the predicative phrase reads: "giving priority to
Bangladesh’s economic interests.” And Commerce Minister
Tofail Ahmed went to the extent of saying in what appears
to be a historical allusion to past governments' initiation of
it, "this time, Bangladesh's interests will be protected more
than were proposed in the 1980 and 1990 deals.” In the
t of that assurance the government owes it to the people
to let them know all the benefits expected to accrue from
the new trans-shipment accord.
Understandably, this will have spin-off effects in terms of
revenue earning for Bangladesh. The movement of goods
between the two countries could be freer too, and that is
where the hopes are pinned on as far as the bilateral trade
and SAPTA accords are concerned. But do these things go
far enough in safeguarding Bangladesh's interests? That is
the question we have to find a convincing answer to. To our
best understanding, the movement of Indian goods
through Bangladesh territory will be an example in
preferential treatment accorded fo any country
world. Here, what is visualised is not that the goods of the
are passing through a second country
their destination in a third country; rather it is internal
point ‘B’ of the same country,
only that this will be operated via' Bangladesh with the help
of Bangladeshi transports. So, this is not transit in the con-
ventional tri-lateral sense but a special case of a bilateral
deal with India,
That being the resonance from it. the question that auto-
matically crops up is; what are we getting in return for
this major concession being given to India? Obviously,
the revenue collection alone cannot be enough of a bar-
gain; for, what has been persistently at issue between
the two countries is the huge trade imbalance suffered
by Bangladesh to the detriment of its industrial future.
There has to be an equitable inter-penetration of mar-
kets between the two countries, robustly assisted by zero-

HE BNP and the three

other political parties un-

dertook another gallant
exercise of what was tepned a
road march on the 25 July
which spread out in different
directions from Dhaka on a 3-
day programme of action. The
BNP procession went to My-
mensingh and covered most of
the vantage points of the greater
Mymensingh district. The Ja-
~maat started its journey from
Bogra and covered north-west-
ern part of the country. The
Jatiya Party chief Ershad took
his supporters ol a number of
water craft and headed towards
Barisal and its vicinity, The Is-
lamic Oikya Jote set out with
their motorcade in the direc-
tion of Chittagong,

The number ot vehicles that
participated in the march var-
ied with the parties and its es-
timate depended on the agency
or organisation who made it.
However, a realistic estimate
would put the figure of the num-
ber of vehicles belonging to BNP
marchers to be: around 500,
though it generally dwindled as
time passed. Begum Khaleda
Zia, who led the BNP proces-
sion, spent all the three stipu-
lated days on the march, even
though some of her followers
left it earlier for various rea-
sons. It was; indeed, a highly
arduous job of driving continu-
ously, addressing roadside
meetings and resuming similar
action in the following morn-
ing after having spent, literally,
a lew hours in disturbed sleep.
The last meeting she addressed
on the first day was at 11 P.M,
at Jamalpur: Despite the fact

The road march appeared to be a highly successful operation by the opposition

BNP’s Third Road March

oconcer LTLES

was a grand public relations exercise of major political parties and constituted a welcome
process of peaceful democratic movement. It was popular, productive, non-violent and
caused no harm to the economy.

that some other leaders also

spoke, the heaviest burden had
to be borne by the BNP Chair-
person. She had to speak at ev-
ery assembly, whether it was a

wel]-schedufﬂd meeting, which
were about two dozens in num-
ber. or spontaneous but numer-

ous gatherings of onlookers
lined up on both sides of the
street, waiting with a bundle of
curiosity, eagerness and toler-

ance. It was a matter of pro-
found admiration that the BNP
Chairperson withstood such a
difficult physical core for so
long hul;?l}r. manifesting un-
flinching determination and
physical tolerance.

To the opposition, the road
march in general. notwith-
standing some minor incidents,
was a thumping success. [t was;
indeed, a matter of great inter-
est to all and of profound satis-
faction for the opposition to
watch men, women and chil-
dren in groups of tens and hun-
dreds, bravin% scorching heat,
waited patiently to get a glimpse
of the BNP Chairperson and to
enjoy the most unfamiliar
scene of a big motorcade. Many
of themm were carrying small
bundles of paddy sheaves to
wave support, some others had
flowers and threw petals to in-
mates of cars and quite a few of-
fered. fruits and drinks to pas-
sengers. One could, however,
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Currents and Crosscurrents

by M M Rezaul Karim

hear some murmur of dissatis-
faction amunﬁ some organisers
to the effect that the road gath-
erings would have been even
more profuse had they received
the final po ahead signal a little
earlier. It may be recalled that
the BNP and the Alliance high
command vacillated about
holding the programme as
scheduled till the last moment
due to fear of rains marring it.

Let us examine whether the
opposition’'s claim of success is
justified or not.

What were the major objec-
tives of the road mareh and
whether these have been re-
alised or not? The principal
objective of the road march, ac-
cording to Begum Zia herself,
was to bring home to the gen-
eral public en route of the mo-
torcade Awami League's total
failure to govern the country
and to elicit popular support to
generate pressure on tﬁe
ernment to resign and hold a

ov-_

fresh general election; If the
government does not pay heed
to the popular demand, then the
road marchers from different
parts of the country would con-
verge in capital Dhaka with a
view to forcing the ruling party
to relinquish power.

The BNP Chairperson and
various speakers who addressed
the meetings spoke forcefully,
cdwelling upon almost all fields
and sectors where people had
sulflered or their hopes and as-

pirations were not realised, as

pledged by the ruling party.
These encompassed deteriorat-
ing law and order situation; un-
Precedented increase in crimes
ike murder, rape, thuggery and
theft; rise in cases of death in
police custody; sustained cases
of terrorism in and outside edu-
cational campuses; continued
repression of women in various
forms:; uninterrupted harass-
ment and detention of political
opponents on false charges; spi-

ralling rise in prices of essen-
tial goods; uneconomically low
prices of jute for farmers in
contrast to election pledge; loss
of purchasin% power of people;
intense problems of unem-
ployment; blatant examples of
nepotism and favouritism in
distribution of Rajuk plots; cor-
ruption in various contracts,
lack bf transparency in MiG-29
purchase deal; ascending pace
of inflation due to recurring de-
valuation; low foreign exchange
reserve; collapse of stock ex-
change and the share scam; cri-
sis ol liquidity in banks and
heavy borrowing of funds by
government due to lower rev-
enue eamings: stagnation of
domestic and foreign net in-
vestment; reduced production
in industrial sector; intense
suffering of people, trade and
industry due to record and con-
tinued shortage of electricity,
s and water; flooding of In-
ian %{mds through legal and
illega means , rendering
Bangladesh a colonial market
of India: granting India a corri-
dor through Bangladesh: con-
clusion of unequal and unjust
‘treaties; Bursuit of a foreign
licy subservient to that of a
oreign power, and so on and so
forth.
As for the broken pledges of
the Awami League, speakers
took up first the issue of repeal

A Peaceful Political Tool Stands Test of Time

of the Special Power's Act. De-=
spite the demand for all black
laws forming the core of the rul-
ing party’'s manifesto before
election. Prime Minister pub-
licly reneged the pledge,
terming the black act necess
for running statecraft. The file
relating to granting of auton-
omy to state-run radio and tele-
vision is gathering dust in file
cabinet. The issue of separation
of judiciary from the executive
is not being at all talked about
now. Instead of redeeming oft-
repeated pledges, the govern-
ment set out to work on issues
to which they had assigned no
priority before.

The road march a{;pcared to
be a highly successful operation
by the opposition not merely
for reasons mentioned above.
This was a grand public rela-
tions exercise of major political
parties and constituted a wel-
come process of peaceful demo-
cratic movement. It was popu-
lar, productive, non-violent
and caused no harm to the
economy. Besides, this estab-
lished a direct and almost a

ersonal link between political
eaders and the people in far
corners of the land. Most of the
people there, under normal cir-
cumstances, would néver have
dreamt of meeting, not to speak
of being implored and even flat-
tered. by so many of national
leaders coming together on
their homestead. Of course. the
centre of attraction was the
BNP Chairperson and to see her
or talk to her was a dream re-
alised for most of those people,
their hunger and pains for the
long wait gone forever.

HE appeared to be cock sure
that the people wanted BNP
back to power. As usual, the
BNP chairperson argued that
the sovereignty of the country
was not safe in the hands of the
present government. It had to be
ousted from power immediately
and to accomplish this task she
asked the party workers and
leaders to sink their differences
and to upbeat the party activi-
ties in right earnestness. At this
point of time we had another
road march’ programme which
BNP and other parties in the
‘jote’ have just accomplished.
This 'was earlier deferred due
perhaps to inadequate fund
mobilization in the first place
and other reasons. ' .
[nternal feud in party lead-
ership, hitherto kept in low
profile, is now over-exposed.

in the

to reach

League are bein
fected due to suc

the district level. By a closer ex-
trade deficits. amination of the intriguing sit-
— o ation it-has transpired that..

Both BNP and. the Awami
severely af-
awful rifts in

Friday Mailbox

Dis (connection)

Sir, Recently, finding my telephone out of
order, | lodged a complaint and after two days
the lineman checked and infortned me that the
disconnection was due to non-payment of bill. I
am very particular about timely payment. So |

sent my son with the bundie of paid bills to the

office concerned where he was told that the bill
of the month of March, ‘99 has not.been paid.
He showed the copy of the paid bill, its issue
date was 18th April; the last date of payment
was 9th May, and | paid on 28th April, i.e. 9
days ahead ol the last date. The line was then
restored after 7 days.

Titas, DMC, BRTA, WASA and other revenue
earning organisations, give wide publicity
through newspapers, TV etc.. before imposing
any penalty for non-payment of bill. It is not
understood why the telephone department
which can contact subscribers instantly
through telephone. should go for arbitrary dis-
connection without verifying the actual posi-
tion. To save the innocent subscribers from the
inconvenience and waste of time in running
belween offices and officials and the depart-
ment fromn the revenue/loss during the period
of disconnection. the telephone department
may consider issuing a directive that no tele-
phone will be disconnected without ascertain-
ing the actual position from the subscriber or

giving him or her a chance to show relevant

papersin support of payment.

Khairul Anam Khan
Dhaka

Selflessness

Sir, I don't understand the meaning of ‘pri-
vale practice given by our brilliant doctors'. |
am sure that our doctors have learnt a lot from
unselfless service of Mother Teressa. But 1
don't think they treat the patients in the way
Mother Teressa treated, They consider their
patients nothing more than 'guinea-pigs’. The
patients are to pay high fees whenever they
need to see the doctor.

We know most of the government officers
don’t want to work after or before their ‘labouri-
ous’ duty hours, and that's why the gOVern-
ment created an option for two-day holiday for
their recreation.

But it is completely opposite as far as the
doctors are concerned, Most of them are en-

gaged in private practice after their duty hours. :

May be; they are more. ‘energetic’ than other
professionals.

So, | request the PM to increase the duty
hours for our ‘energetic’ physicians and in-
crease their salaries accordingly.

An Anxious Citizen
Dhaka

Save us
Sir, We draw the attention of the superviser
and principal of the Commerce College, Khulna
who are responsible for the well-being of about
200 students residing in the college Hostel at
439, South Central Road. Khulna, and who
reacted in a totally non-committal and dis-

interested way, regarding the deplorable situa-
tion of the hostel. -

== = —

The hostel that was built in 1967 has
recently started to show cracks and weakening
of the walls, celling, and the verandahs: and
the disintegration of the building has taken a
very dangerous turns. The ceiling of the veran-
dah is in a state to collapse and we who reside
in the hostel have now begun to feel really inse-
cure as the:situation has become life threaten-
ing, _

We have tried everything to raise the eon-
cern of the principal and the supervisor, show-
ing them the dangerous state of the site, only
to hear from them: “What can we do? There is
nothing we can do since it would cost a lot of
money to repair.”

As we do not believe in rowdism, we now
appeal to the conscience of the people con-
cerned through the DS to take immediate steps
and do something before a serious accident
OCCUTS,

Students, residing
in the Commerce College Hostel, Khulna

Identify them

5ir, This refers to the President’s message
on the Silver dJubilee celebrations of
Bangladesh Institute of Bank Management,
There the President has made a:bold and clear
stalement on our political parties which cannot
go on without the help of big defaulters as well
as student-politicians, mastaans and terrorists.
He had rightly pointed out that the big respon-

sibility is now on the civil society — comprising -

our writers, artists, prolessors, teachers, doc-
tors, lawyers, engineers, businessmen, women
activists and all other prolessionals to speak
out in support of the President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed,

Bul can we really form a civil society out of
this group? The activities of the professionals
al every sphere of our society is disappointing
since we find the professionals partisan — sup-

rting either the ruling party or the opposition

ecause of their petty interests. Apart from
unethical practices, many of them are engaged
in politics of power and monetary benefits.

It's time to identif
unethical practices public. What we need now
is the courage to condemn all the wrong-doings
of'these professionals.

M B Huda
Dhanmondi, Dhaka
CTPS depmtment
Siry; The Department of Chemical
Technology and Polymer Science (DCTPS) is

one of the established departments of Shahjalal
University, Sylhet. About 250 students study in
this department. Recently this department is
going to issue engineering certificates to the
students. Eighteen teachers have been appoint-
ed for this department but at present nn%: nine
of them are available and the rest are abroad
for higher studies. _

This department needs at least fifty teach-
ers. On the other hand it is a bit odd that
though this is an engineering department, at
Prese-nt there is not a single teacher who comes
rom engineering discipline but of Applied

Chemistry and Pure Chemistry. Many students

have complained to the head of the department
about this but there has been no response.

Now we request the VC to solve our problem
as early as possible,

Akhas
Shahjalal University

‘U']ews expressed in this column are the writers’ own. The Editor may or may not subscribe to those
views. The Editor reserves the right to decide which letters should be published.

them and make their-

mutual antagonism has its root
in the high command of the re-
spective party. Such exposure
also ' came directly from
Manzur Ahsan Munshi, a BNP
MP from Comilla recently. As a
sequel to the decision of the
party high command 1o dis-
solve local committee and to
install ‘a controversial person
like one Abu Taher, Mr Munshi
had tendered his resignation
from party primary member-
ship and was half-way through
to submit his letter of resigna-
tion to the speaker of Jatiya
sangsad to relinquish his par-
liament membership. The
Chairperson Begum Zia how-
ever exercised wisdom revers-
ing the decision to install Abu
Taher in the district committee
and ‘also dissolving the new
committee as demanded by Mr
Munshi. He withdrew his resig-
nation.

Maj [retd] Akhteruzzaman
had innumerable but specilic
grievances against some leaders

in the upper echelonand also .

against party decision on har-
lal. He didn't go to the extent of
resigning though he did a lot of
drum-beating. The lop leader-
ship took advantage of his lack
of courage catching him off-
fool: He was severely admon-
ished, his party: membership
was suspended for one year, ev-
identlﬁ as d corrective measure,
and his seat in the Jativa
Sangsad was relegated from
fourth row to the last. In spite of
his initial loud grumbling he
had to swallow the bitter pill.
For the present, the Awami
League high command has been
grossly engaged with similar
rifts within the party ranks.
The most intriguing and embar-
rassing one has been with rebel-

by Kazi Alauddin Ahmed

lious Abdul Kader Siddiqui, Bir
Uttam and lparty'MP from Ba-
sail. Tangail.
tion of the party chief and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and some of the ministers in
the cabinet has been the talk of
the day. He appears to be un-
daunted by his ouster from the
party. Meantime, he is busy in
Euh ic meetings being organized
vy apparently a faction of free-
dom fighters and their new gen-
eration followers. At different
places he faced resistance from

~ the other faction when bomb

blasts and gun shots has been a
common feature. Meanwhile,
his ‘followers held a protest
march in Dhaka on the other
day.

Most recently we had an-
other dimension of a conflict in
Awami League at Jamalpur.
This time, the news was the
clash of interest between two
ministers of state Rashed
Mosharral and Moulana Nurul
Alam of Land and Religious Af-
fairs ministry respectively. The
Moulana appeared to have with
him four MPs of the district
while Rashed Mosharraf none
as of now. Moulana-group has
declared the land minister of
state persona non-grata in Ja-
malpur district committee of
Awami League for some alleged
highhanded activities on his
part.

Armed clash between differ-
ent factions of the student and
youth fronts of all the parties
lias also been a very dangerous
ﬁame being played, ostensibly

y remote conirol of similar
feud in the upper and uppermost
rungs of the respective party

His open castiga-

leadership. Reports of fatal
clash appear almost everyday
in newspapers. No immediate
and tangible solution to such a
ghastly episode is in sight.

The combing operation in
south-eastern region appears to
have achieved some amount of
success but not so much that
could be worthy of mention.
True'that 40/50 thousand al-
leged criminals have been
rounided up but the ratio of arms
recovery from them so far has
not been significant. The only
redeeming or encouraging as-
pect in this operation has been
the resp®nse of the terrorists to
Home Minister's call to surren-
der. In the lprm:ess. about 700
men of different groups laid
dowm over 500 arms on July 24,
1999 at Kushtia stadium, All
others. who are yet to follow,
have been given a final date of
July .30, after which the unre-
sponding ones would be combed
out and ruthlessly dealt with.
This was the ultimatum
by the avowed Home Minister
Mohamimnad Nasim. But, in the
meantime, we have had another
intriguing report about rehabil-
itation of a good number of
these ex-hoodlums. in the
Ansars. It is true that the gov-
ernment cannot go back on its
commitment but the hurried
manner it is being done would
perhaps deserve a careful re-
thinking. An analogy can be
drawn here. A tiger in the jungle
having tasted blood of other an-
imals and human beings cannot
be tamed overnight. Similarly,
these men who had been used Lo
killing anyone coming on their
way, almost playiully, would

given -
" be recall

Socio-Political Scenario: Not a Happy Round-u_ﬂ

take quite some time to debrief * spect of a few constituen-

themselves and revert to nor-
mal life; -

A full-length rehabilitation
programme, in this case, could
be undertaken by the Ministry
of Social Welfare in collabora-
tion with a panel of eminent
psychiatrists, psychologists,
social scientists and
economists. Upon their rec-
ommendation these men may
be suitably rehabilitated. In
any case, it may prove disas-
trous to employ them in any
armed services for obvious rea-
sons. This important point can
be given a serious thinking be-
fore it is too late for the gov-

- ernment. Let not the govern-

ment frustrate its good inten-

tion by any faulty step.

Lastly about the ensuing City
Corporation and Upazila elec-
tions. The BNP and other oppo-
sition parties have put up a
condition to hold these elec-
tions under a caretaker gov-
ernment or else they would not
garticipate. The pgovernment
as already said no to it. It ma

that the June-199

electionn was held under a care-
taker government led by former
Chief Justice Habibur lg:ahmaﬂ.
Mr Abdur Rahman Biswas was
then the President. BNP was de-
cisively defeated but it could
not, till date relish such defeat.
Even today we hear that BNP
victory was hijacked by Awami
League. We remember that the
election proceedings was
walched on the spot by a huge
number of international and
national observers. It was re-
ported to be the best ever in a
Third World country in the
news media world over. Ini-
tially BNP raised a row in re-

cies/voling centres but subse-
quently they could not file ob-
jection nor pursued the matter
with the Election Tribunal for
redress. They didn't do so obvi-
ously due to the weaknesses in
their contention. They are.
however, indifferent to the ad-
verse reflection that such over-
ture may have on the caretaker
government headed by no less a
person than the most uncoms-

romising former Chief Justice

abibur man. So, ordinar-
ily asking for a caretaker gov-
ernment again irrespective of
its being for City Corporation
and Upazila elections would
appear preposterous. Who
would give them a guarantee
that such caretaker governiment
(assuming that it is there on
board) would be ultimately able
to ensure a result to suit their
pleasure?

BNP participated in a number
of by-elections under the pre-
sent  government in whicﬂ a
majority of seats went in their
favour. And yet they grudged
Awami League's victory in a few
other constituencies — some
marginally. Their demand for a
caretaker government to hold
election to local bodies is; be-
sides being unconstitutional, a
very expensive proposition. The
tax pafers‘ money  cannot be
both legally and ethically
squandered on such a gamble.
We hope they would have an ob-
jective re-thinking and partici-
pate in the City Corporation
and Upazila elections reposing
their unqualified trust in the
assurance already Eiven by
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and her government for an ab-:
solutely fair election.

~ An Old Trade with a New Face

NCE again | like to turn
the public attention to the
: multi-faceted aspects of
prostitution in our country, in
"Concerns Over Tanbazaar", |
expressed my reservations
about the urgency with which
the government has pursued the
rehabilitation programme for
the: prostitutes and the
repercussions of such a rash
action. The government never
takes such quick action in any
matter, it does not have the
capacity to do so. Why then this
fast measure against this cause,
Is if that is anyone's interest
being particularly served?
Where are these unfortunate
women being taken in the name
ol rehabilitation — places
which may be worse than jails ?
I think it is time that we looked
beyond the manifestations of
the {lesh trade and analyzed the
Issues underlying its
flourishing practice; In the
midst of the chaotic outrage
being poured forth regarding
this matter, it may be that a vi-
tal question has till now been
ignored: "Why are these women
engaged in a profession like
prostitutic. the first place?"
This disturbing qucry gives rise
lo the next issue: "Who and what
are respornsible for the continu-
ation of the flesh trade?"
Experience in our line of
work has exposed a consistent
portrait of the backgrounds of
these women. their histories
and the circumstances behind
their engaging in 'such a profes-
sion. More than poverty itself,
factors such as child marriages,
polygamy, fragmented families,
abuse of stepmothers who
sometimes are willing parties
in selling young women and
children, physical and sexual
abuse by family members and

‘neighbours, incest, illicit rela-

tionships resulting in pregnan-
cies are all responsible for the
continued existence of prostitu-
tion. in addition many women
end up in brothels being enticed
to the city with the promise of
jobs or promise of marriages.

¢ former are of course sold to
brothel-owners; the latter share
the same fate or fall into the
hands of touts when they are
abandoned by their husbands

Why Prostitution?

by Salma Ali

What we have been doing so far is dealing with the effects of

prostitution not its causes. It is undeniable that as long as the
government fails to protect women at the village-level from

illegal fatwas, polic

trade will continte.

e corruption, young mastaans, the flesh

and lovers in the city. There is
Elent}r of reasons to believe that

otels where these women are

abandoned often work in close
liaison with touts who move in
to take them away to brothels.
The fact that many of these un-
[ortunate women have been
victims of abuse in the past put
Lthem in a- position where they
believe that except for brothels,
there is no other place for them.
The lack of self-esteem and the
social stigma they bear combine
to create an indilference on the
part of these women which
make the work of the touts
easier. In the recent survey
carried oul by the government
many girls in the brothels
stated that they had chosen the
profession on their own. But
our experience has shown that
when the girls are interviewed
repeatedly they come out with
the truth that they have been
forced into this profession. Not
even b per cent of the girls have
willingly taken to this profes-
sion.

The underlying factors be-
hind why prostitution exists on
such a large-scale in this coun-
try operate at two levels, The
first, which operates at the
grass roots level is outlined
above. The second which exists
as a far more dangerous and
complex net with varied mani-
festations works from the top-
down level. In the discussion
about prostitution and its erad-
ication, we seem to forget that
the responsibllity to create and
maintain a stable civil societ
does not lie solely on the shoul-
ders of these women. The
clients themselves have a sig-
nificant role to play. In rescu-
ing young girls and working
with brothels. it is clear that

" there is a high demand for the

existence and expansion ol the
flesh trade from students of

universities in the country,
businessmen and other mein-
bers of the community Are
they not lilable to be held re-
sponsible for their actions and
practices especially when 75 per
cent of the clients demand mi-
nor girls who are forced into
prostitution in the first place?
How is the system to deal with
the clients of these brothels
who come from the upper strata
of the society and who create
and sustain the demand for mi-
nors?

Arn increase in the number of
arment factories too has un-
ortuntately, rendered the work-

ers and their families more
vulnerable to the world of
forced' prostitution and traf-
ficking. There has been little
work done in order to protect
the unsupervised minor girls in
slum areas, and there has been
no effort made to ensure the
safety of the young girls who do
work in the garment industries
and who often fall prey to the
wandering touts working for
brothels and traffickers. More-
over, there is an influx of un-
employed young men who form
a section of the organised
groups of ‘dalals’ to lure women
with the offers of more lucra-
tive jobs or entice them with
promises ol marriage and sell
them to brothels around the
city. Recently there is an influx
of a new form of recruitment
and this takes place in bus-
stands and rallway stations.
The billboards in these places
are filled with offers of lucra-
tive jobs and vocational train-
ing. Although some of them

might be true, an increasing
number of these advertisements
are postéd by agents working
for brothels and they move
around these terminals looking
for young women who might be
interested in such an offer and

aPprnach them with promises
of good jobs.

All the above examples
clearly h}gh!ight a systemalic
failure of our administrative
infrastructure to cope with the
issues of security which is the
main reason why women and
young children are easy vic-
tims. In this context, the work,
or lack thereof of the law-en-
forcing agencies is an issue of
ﬁrave concern. My experience

as 'shown that there is a level
of professionalism invelved in
the recruitment of minors and
oung girls which also includes
aw-enforcement agencies es-
pecially the police. Women like
Parveen Akhter whom BNWLA
rescued, have reported that
when they file a complaint with
the local police about forced
prostitution, some officers ac-
tually tell them to return them
to their profession or promise
them means through which
they can become brothel-own-
ers themselves. The issue of safe
cusicdy too is a matter of grave
concern. Innocent children and
young women are often kept
with criminals in the name of
salety in jail and it is from
there that many recruiters re-
lease them and take them to dif-
ferent brothels,

The work of some corrupt
lawyers leave much to be de-
sired as well. In court hazats,
liaison between dalals and cor-
rupt lawyers has meant that
girls are released into the pro-
tective custody of touts posing
as relatives of these unfortunate
womern. One need not guess as 1o
where these girls are taken. The
lawyers invoelved imr such
activities also have links to
sardarnis and the notary public
and help in producing false
affidavits f[or prostitution.
These documents have no legal
value, showing they are above

eighteen, although they are all
uneeraged, sometimes as young
as ten years. BNWLA has taken
action against these lawyers by
reporting them to the Bar
Council. Yet, many of these
lawyers still remain at large.
Brothels are housed in build-
ings owned by influential per-
SONns in sucietr like political
and business leaders, retired
police personnel inspite of the
fact that it is punishable of-
fence to rent premises for ille-
gal activities (Under Section
4{1} Immoral Traffic Act. 1933).

The objective of this article
was to present before the public
the highly developed system
which makes prostitution so
easy in our couniry. Evzn
though BNWLA files cases
against the sardarnis | do not
believe that imprisoning them
strikes at the root of the prob-
lem. What we have been do‘ng
so far is dealing with the effects
of prostitution not its causes It
is undeniable that as long as the
government fails to protect
woinien at the village level from
illegal fatwas, police corrup-
tion, young mastaans, the flesh
trade will continue. In this re-
spect it is important to consicler
that the involvement of young
mastaans in political parties
make the situation far mere
complicated and difficult to
solve.

Although the objective of
BNWLA is to prevent minor "
rostitution. and my concern
ies with young girls who are
victims of circumstances; [ re-
main confused as to whether
closing down of prostitution as
a trade is pDSEiEIE, Personally
speaking, [ want this profession
to end. Although 1 am working
towards providing legal action
and facilities for the ultimate
reintegration of these unfortu-
nate lives into society, 1 believe
that unless the government be-
gins to address those who are
truly responsible, that is the
clients, the touts, the corrupt of-
ficials involved and the orga-
nized networks, forced prostitu-
tion will continue to exist in

this country.

The writer is Executive Di-
rector; BNWLA ;



