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Tendulker made
captain

NAGPUR (India), July 28:
Batting mastero Sachin Ten-
dulkar was appointed captain
of the Indian cricket team tﬂdﬂ&{
replacing Mohamma
Azharuddin, reports AFP,

"It took us ‘puat two minutes
to decide. "We're looking ahead
with Sachin Tendulkar as cap-
tain,” said Ajit Wadekar,
chairman of sg'gectnrs at the
Indian Cricket Board.

"It was decided in one voice;
no other name was considered."
Wadekar said.

Cries for Azharuddin's re-
m -al reached a crescendo after

Iy as disappointing showing
i ‘he recent World Cup in
| itain,

(Details on page 13)

Police sergeant
sent to jail,
7 held from
Agargaon

By Staff Correspondent

Seven people were arrested
from the city's Agargaon area
yesterday for their "involve-
ment in the incident of attack-
ing police" in the area on Tues-
day following alleged killing of
a rickshawpuller by a police
sergeant,

At least 10 people, mcludinﬁ
seven policemen, sustaine
bomb injuries when an 0-
ple of the locality hurl ombs
at police in two phases in
protest against the killing of
Masud, the rickshawpuller.

Meanwhile, police sergeant
Saroj Kumar Roy, who allegedly
shot Masud with his Point Two
Two (.22) bore service revolver,
was sent to the Dhaka Central
Jail by the CMM's Court.

The Deputy Commissioner
(DC) of Dhaka Metropolitan
Police, Western Zone, told The
Daily Star last night that the
official revolver of sergeant
Saroj had no safety catch which
is used to prevent accidental fir-
ing.

Amid widespread incrimi-
nation of loan defaulters, law-
makers observed reasons as to
why an industrialist default in
repaying bank money should.be

found out and to insti-
tute a probe, into the matter, re-
ports UNB.

Members of the Parliamen-
t Standing Committee on
lgf:l-{lstries. including the Indus-
tries Minister, in a meeting yes-
terday also said the widespread
criticistns without considering
the reality, even by the Presi-
dent, should stop.

At least two parliamentari-
ans — Hafiz Ahmed Majumdar
and A K M Mosharraf Hossain
— blamed the banking proce-
dures and other logical reasons
for an industrialist to become a
defaulter. » . i

They proposed to c e the
definiﬁ;n nli?ua 'defaulter’ and
bring some changes in proce-
dures of classifying loans so
that none becomes a defaulter
while with good intentions of
repaying the loans.

BNP MP Mosharraf Hossain,
a former industries secretary,
was leamnt to have proposed to
dig out the actual reasons for
default, actual default loan of
one defaulter and the number of
defaulters in the country.

As tax anomalies were
blamed for many industrialists
becoming defaulters and their
industries falling sick, the
meeting decided to form a
committee to find out the real-
ity.

FMEeting sources told UNB
that it also decided to prepare a
report on whether present
banking procedures caused in-

dustrial sickness and an owner
to become the much-talked-
about defaulter. i

The meeting, however, rec-
ommended identifying the de-
faulters under the present defi-
nition and rehabilitation sick
industries of those who don't
fall in that list.

Several Standing Committee
members proposed to include
an ert in the committee,
headed by a judge, responsible
to examine the real sick indus-
tries as "the judge may not be
well aware about the reality."

They took stock of the steps
so far taken by the Industries
Ministry for rehabilitating and
revamping the sick industrial
units and held elaborate discus-
sions.

The Standing Committee
Chairman, Dewan Farid Gazi,
presided over the meeting at-
tended by members Commerce
and Industries Minister Tofail
Ahmed, Hafiz Ahmed Majum-
dar, M Rafiqul Anwar, Shahngj
Sardar, M Golam Hossain an
A K M Mosharraf Hossain.

When the setting up of
Shahjalal Fertiliser Factory at
Fenchuganj under joint venture
with foreign entrepreneurs
came up for discussionn. BNP MP
Mosharraf Hossain alleged that
government decision was being
violated.

He told the meeting that
ECNEC on August 9, 1995 had
approved the contract with
Chinese CNCEC under a tender
floated on November 15, 1994
for setting up the factory.,

In this respect, Mosharraf
Hossain also informed that a
committee, headed by Dr Igbal

“Investment.

Mahmud, was formed on
September 19, 1996 to examine
viability of the project and it
submitted its report on January
1, 1997 recommending that the
contract be finalised.

The committee recom-
mended negotiating the loan
terms and on September 25,
1998 the rate of interest was
lowered by 4.5 cent, the bu-
reaucrat-turned lawmaker said.

"‘But," he alleged, "without
canceling the contract the gov-
ernment floated a fresh tender
and USA-based American
Business Corporation for
Development and Indian
Nagarchuna Fertiliser and
Chemicals Ltd had been permit-
ted to set up the factory at
Fenchuganj."

Mentioning that a 100 per
cent export-oriented fertiliser
factory will not be viable in
Fenchuganj, Mosharraf
Hossain also alleged that rules
were violated as the govern-
ment didn't cancel the contract
with the Chinese CNCEC with
whom it had also signed letter
of intent.

Industries Minister Tofail
Ahmed denied the allegations
and was learnt to have told the
meeting that the government
decided not to set up any new
fertiliser factory. It'll" only
permit such factories in private
sector, and if possible in joint
venture.

Responding to the minister,
Mosharraf Hossain then said
that the matter should not come

up in a meeting of Standing

Committee on Industries as it's

a matter of the Board of

New well to be drilled

at Magurchhara

From Igbal Siddiquee

SYLHET, July 28: Occidental
is likely to start drilling a new
exploratory well at the aban-
doned Magurchhara well on
August 1, sources close to the
cun‘:]-:lvany said last night.

1 preparations
taken to start the much-awaited
drilling in Kalachhara which is
only about five kilometers off
the Magurchhara site, the
sources added. It is gbout six
kilometres off the Kalapur
bazar on the Dhaka-Sylhet
Highway. The area is a sub-sec-
tion of Majdehee Tea Estate.

The drilling Rig-T78, which
was taken from the Kapna Gas
Field area in Sylhet, had also
been erected at Kalachhara.
However, the company officials
are keeping silence about the
matter as it had to change the
schedule several times in the

past, one source said. A number

ave been

of Occidental, Deu and Uno-
cal officials visited the new lo-
cation to check the last minute
arrangement. Special security
measure has been taken in and
around the gasfield.

Occidental has again ap-
pointed German company Deu-
tag as its drilling contractor,
which was working at
M hhara. It will drill about
3500 metres in around three
months, tHe source added. '

Erratum

Our back page story titled
'‘Hemi ay sung in city' pub-
lished yesterday gave a weird
reading because of misjoins
We regret this inadvertent
mistake. The story commences
at the eighth paragraph and the
first seven paragraphs should
go to the tail of the story.
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Govt employees
continue

agitation
By Special Correspondent

Lower class government
employees continued agitation
yesterday to press for their de-
mands for a 30 percent dearness
allowance and change in office
hours.

They said they were con-
ducting mass contact pro-
gramme raising slogans in sup-
port of their demands, walking
down different floors of the
multi-storey Secretariat com-
plex.

Riot police were stationed on
the premises. But they did not
intervene despite a recent
ﬁﬂvernment order to enforce

iscipline, including atten-
dance in offices.

The order followed recent
demonstrations by the employ-
ees who had closed their ranks
o press home their demands.
The employees are planning a
major demonstration on Au-

gust 3.

Draft law for
preserving

open places
okayed

By Staff Correspondent

The Cabinet yesterday ap-
proved a draft law for preserv-
ing open places, play grounds
and natural water bodies in
Dhaka, Chittagnn%, Khulna and
Rajshahi metropolitan areas as
well ‘as the district towns,
sources said.

24 hurt as JCD,
BCL. clash at
Sherpur College

SHERPUR, July 28: Sherpur
Government College has been
declared closed for five days fol-
lowing a series of clashes be-
tween Chhatra League and
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal to-
day, reports UNB.

Police and witnesses said at
least 24 Fmple. including 15 ac-
tivists of the two rival organi-
sations, were injured in the
clashes.

They said the trouble erupted
at about 11:15 am when the ac-
tivists of JCD attacked VP of the
college Bayezid Hasan and his
friend Ponir following an alter-
cation with them.

Of the injured, seven were
rushed to Jamalpur Sadar Hos-
pital while four to Sherpur
Sadar Hospital and one to
Dhaka in critical condition.

During the clashes, the two
warring groups traded gun-
shots. Police fired teargas
shells to disperse them.

Traffic on six local roads

was disrupted for about four |

hours.

- Azharul Hugq
reappointed
WASA MD

Dr Khandakar Azharul Hug
was reappointed Managing Di-
rector of WASA for another
three years' term yesterday on

exphx of his tenure, said a
WASA press release, reports
UNB.

Earlier, Dr Huq was the
Technical Advisor ot Sri Lanka
based International Irrigation
Management Institute, mem-
ber-director (Irrigation) of
BADC, member-director
(Agricultural Engineering) of
BARC and Head of the Depart-
ment of culture Engineer-

ing of Bangladesh Rice Research
Institute.

Parliamentary body plans |Bal Thackeray barred
probe into default problem | from voting for 6 yrs

NEW DELHI, July 28: India's
autonomous Election Commis-
sion today barred prominent
Hindu leader Bal Thackeray
from voting for six years for in-
citing Hindu-Muslim vioclence
in an election speech, reports
AFP.

The Press Trust of India
quoted sources in the poll body
as saying Thackeraﬁ. whose
party is in power in Maharash-
tra, India's most industrialised
state, was guilty of fomenting
religious hatred.

ey said Thackeray would
not be eligible to vote in the
September-October national
elections.

Election Commission
sources did not specify the date
when Thackeray made the con-
troversial speech.

Khaleda condemns
killing of
rickshawpuller

by sergeant

BNP chairperson and leader
of the opposition Begum
Khaleda Zia condemned the
killing of rickshawpuller Ma-
sud by a police sergeant in the
city's Agargaon area on Tues-
day, reports UNB.

In a statement yesterday, the
BNP chief said the manner in
which the sergeant killed Ma-
sud by opening fire in front of
people has surpassed even me-
diaeval barbarism.

Blaming the government for
politicising the police force, she
said, "Use of police in party af-
fairs is responsible for creati
disorder in the police force an
serious deterioration of coun-
try's law and order”.

Begum Zia demanded exem-
plary punishment of the police
sergeant and expressed heartfelt
sympathy for the bereaved
family members of Masud.

Meanwhile, Begum Zia in a
separale statement yesterday
thanked the people for making
the three-day road march an
allout success.

She said the huge support ex-
tended by the people of greater
Mymensingh district during the
long-march held in protest
afajnst government's anti-peo-
ple activities, misrule and fail-
ure to run
Strehgthen
ment.

Defence lawyer

Cross-examines
Rubel’s father

By Court Correspondent

Father of Rubel was cross-
examined by a defence lawyer
for about one and half hours at
the Third Additional Metro-
politan Sessions Judge's Court
yesterday.

Ten of the 14 chargesheeted
accused, including AC Akram
and Mukuli Begum, were pro-
duced before the court yesterday
at about 12 noon. The rest four
— SI Nurul Alam, constables
Mong She Oen, Abul Kalam
Azad and Zakir Hossain — have
been absconding since the
killing of Rubel.

Mahabub Ahmed, the lawyer
for SI Hayatul Islam Thakur,
an accused in the case, cross ex-
amined Rubel's father starting
from 12:30.

The l'-'lud%i Molla Mustafa
Kamal then fixed August 9 and
10 for further cross examina-
tion of the informant.

7-member body
for shifting
Dhaka Couri

A seven-member committee
was formed for speedy imple-
mentation of the decision to
shift Dhaka Court’.
from Sadarghat area in the old
city to any other suitable place
acceptable to all, reports BSS,

Law, Justice and Parliamen-
tary Affairs Minister Abdul
Matin Khasru heads the com-
mittee, an official handout said
here yesterday.

the country would
the origoing move-

Toaster

Thackeray, a self-confessed
admirer of Adolf Hitler, has
been blamed for starting anti-
Muslim riots in Bombay, Indi-
a's financial heart and capital
of Maharashtra state, following
the 1992 demolition of an an-
cient mosque by Hindu zealots.

The razing led to nationwide
religious rioting and claimed
some 2,000 lives.

Thackeray. an outspoken
Hindu leader, has repeatedly at-
tacked Muslims in speeches and
writings in his party newspaper
Saamna.

India's Supreme Court had
upheld a ban on Thackeray's
voting rights following a peti-
tion. The court order was for-
warded to the Election Com-
mission, whose decision was
made public today.

Chhatak blast
Jagadish
granted

bail
From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, July 28: Joint Con-
venor of Sylhet district of
Awami Juba e and a Ward
Commissioner of Sylhet
Pourasava, Jagadish Chandra
Das was released on bail
tonight from the Sylhet Central
Jail,

He was granted bail by the
First Class Magistrate, Sunam-
ganj in the afternoon.

agadish was arrested b

CID with the help of Chha

thana police in the early hours
of May 5 from his house in
Brahmanshashon area of Syl-
het town in the bomb blast case
that took place at the residence
of ruling party MP Muhibur
Rahman Manik at the Chhatak
thana headquarters on March

15,
The CID also arrested Manik

in the early hours of May 28"

from his residence.

He was later released on in-
terim bail granted by the Dis-
trict and Sessions Judge,
Sunamganj. His bail had been
made permanent by the judge
last week.

Mig purchase

From Page 1
on Febru 9,.1999 and in Ar-
ticle 2 of the deal authority del-
egated to the government for 's-
ingle-hand purchase bypassing

~all normal purchase proce-

dures’.

The authorities who will
audit and check the payments
have been made member of the
committee so that no queries
arose during the payments, the
opposition member pointed out.

Meanwhile, a handout of the
Parliament Secretariat said the
meeting of the standing com-
mittee was informed that the
decision to purchase Mig-29
fighters was taken following
recommendation of a commit-
lee copstituted with ¢ senta-
tives from the minis of De-

fence. Commerce, Finance, Law
and Foreign Affairs, Armed
Forces Division, Bangladesh
Bank and Defence Comptroller
Office.

The meeting was attended,
among others, by Chief Whip
Abul Hasanat Abdullah, Col
[retd) Showkat Ali, Muhammad
Farooq Khan and Sheikh Helal
Uddin of Awami League, and
Major (retd) Md Akhteruzza-
man and Prof Md Rezaul Karim
of BNP.

Science and Technolo
Minister Lt Gen (retd] M Noor
Uddin Khan also attended the
meeting on behalf of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina, who
holds the Ministry of Defence.

Army Chief Lt General
Mustafizur Rahman, Naval
Chief Rear Admiral Abu Taher
and other officials concerned
were also present in the par-
liamentary body meeting,

The opposition lawmakers,
alluding to rule 247(6) of the
Rules of Procedure, opposed the
presence of Noor Uddin Khan
terming it ‘illegal’,

The meeting fixed August 11
for the next sitting, the opposi-
tion lawmaker said.
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Transshipment

From Page 1
of workers."
Quoting a World Bank re-
port. he said each Bangladeshi
lruck to be used for carrying

Indian goods will employ nine
workers,

Bangladesh has already
formed a four-member commit-
tee of experts, headed by the ad-
of commerce.
The other members are: a com-
merce ministry joint secretary,
a senior National Board of Rev-
enue official and a foreign
ministry official,

Asked if the proposal came
from India, the minister said:
“It's neither India nor
Bangladesh. It's a follow-up
step of the 1980 accord on bilat-
eral trade and the SAPTA
agreement of 1993.”

Since 1980, India has been
using Bangladesh waterways
for limited transshipment of
cargo. But there has been no
progress in allowing
Bangladesh’s rail route to In-
dia.

India had long been pressin
Bangladesh to provide its lan
and rail routes for transporta-
tion of Indian goods.

Initiated in 1980, it took 19
years for the Bangladesh gov-
ernment to consider the politi-
cally-sensitive issue of land
transit.

The opposition parties had
earlier warned against such ar-
rangement saying “transit to
India will jeopardize the na-
tional sovereignty".

Commenting on the gov-
ernment move, BNP leader and
former communications minis-
ter Oli Ahmed told The Daily
Star: “The Awami League gov-
ernment always blamed the
BNP for signing an agreement
allowing transit to India. But
now it has been proved it is the
AL government which has given
transit to India.” i

The former minister, who
negotiated various thorny is-
sues with India as a member of
the Khaleda Zia cabinet, called
it an “"secret commitment AL
made to India earlier”.

Yesterday's government de-
cision came within five weeks
of Indian premier Atal Behari
Vajpayee’s short visit to Dhaka,
It was believed that during Vaj-
payee’s talks with prime minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina the transit
Issue was raised.

. Before his departure on June
20. the Indian PM told a joint
yress conference, *... We need to
recognize that Bangladesh ex-
port basket is limited at present
and needs to be augmented by

the inclusion of goods and ser-
Eces that are of interest to In-
B

Referring to his talks with
Hasina, he added. “Both of us
also agreed on the restoration
of multi-modal communication
links between the two coun-
tries. This will greatly facilitate
the free movement of traffic be-
tween India and Bangladesh.”

Shazneen Rape
Case: Proceedings
adjourned
till Aug 29

By Court Correspondent

Special Court for Women
and ° Children Repression,

Dhaka, yesterday adjounred the

. proceedings of Shazneen Rape

Case till August 29,

Shazneen Tasnim Rahman,
15, youngest daughter of Latifur
Rahman, was raped and mur-
dered at their Gulshan residence
on April 23 last year. ASP
Mujibur Rahman of CID, the
investigating officer of the
murder case, lodged a case un-
der Women and Children Re-
pression Prevention Act. 1995
with Gulshan thana.

Earlier; a murder case was
filed with the same thana by
Latifur Rahman.

See page 11 Col 8

Mistake indeed!

From Page |
malpur knew her brother
Bhutto.

Shanti appealed to journal-
ists present to inform her
brother, who is a chairman at
Jamalpur. Her father is Barek
Miah of Kalibari at Panch Ras-
tar More, Jamalpur.

She also pleaded with the
journalists, to pass the infor-
mation through their newspa-
pers to her family in Jamalpur.

This correspondent asked
several sex workers if they

-knew them and they answered

in the negative.

Che Baily Star and APTECH Computer Education
are jointly organizing a seminar titled

“Moving Forward with Information Technology”

OBJECTIVES

¢ ©Govt has declared IT as thrust sector -
what has been done so far.

g ldentify steps to be taken both by the
govt and the private sector.

& To give a road map & vision to people
who aspire a careerin IT

» Date: July 31,1999

» Time: 04.00 p.m.

» Venue: Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh, Ramna. Dhaka

Participants: Those who aspire a career/

business in IT

Speakers: Opinion-leaders and policy

Che Daily Star

-makers from government
and private sector.

APTECH

www.aplech-education.com
We change lives

Banani: Awal Centre (5th fl.), 34 Kemal Ataturk Avenue. Tel: 9886539
Dhanmondi: 7-13 Satmasjid Road (4th f1.), Dhanmondi. Tel: 9128354-8

Eskaton: 17, New Eskaton Road (2nd fi.),

Kakrail: 54 Inner Circular

Maghbazar. Tel: 9341761

Road (1st fl.). Kakrail Tel: 837357, 839091

Old Dhaka: 2, English Road (1st fl.). Tel: 019-342245-6. 233504, 248617
Uttara: House #1/ A Road # 04,Sector-4, Uttara.Modle Town Tel: 897264
Chittagong: Engineers. Inst. Bid. S.S. Khaled Sarak. Tel: (031) 622182

PARTICIPATE IN THIS UNIQUE SEMINAR
AND HELP PREPARE BANGLADESH FOR

THE 21ST CENTURY.




