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LAGOS, July 28: At least 120
people have been killed in fight-
ing which broke out Monday
between two feuding communi-
ties in eastern Nigeria, reports
in two newspapers said
Wednesday, reports AFP.

The fi%lhting involved resi-
dents of the Aguleri and Umu-
leri communities in eastern
Anambra state, said the reports
in the state-run Daily Times
and the independent Vanguard
newspaper. '

The reports were not imme-
diately confirmed.

A police official in Anambra
State Police Command con-
tacted by AFP by telephone in
the stale capital Awka declined
to comment immediately, pend-
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Grenade found outside US Embassy: a

grenadt was found outside the US embassy in Jakarta but was
efused, an embassy spokesman said yesterday, Reuters reports

The grenade was found outside the embassy compound late
on Tuesday night, acting spokesman Karl Stoltz told Reuters. "It
ght, in front of the embassy, not
within the embassy," Stoltz said, adding
formed and a bomb squad defused the device.

7 killed in Manila restaurant:

Seven people were slain when a gang shot and robbed their way
a restaurant, a gasoline station and a convenience
store in northern Manila before dawn yesterday, Philippine
police said, AFP reports from Manila.

The dead were all staff or customers in the establishments, -
including an off-duty cameraman for government television

that police were in-

L) L] i b
Saudi FM visits Libya: sauai roreign
Minister Prince Saud al-Faisal whose country helped work out
a compromise on the Lockerbie affair, arrived in Tripoli on
Tuesday, Libyan state television reported, AFP says from

planned to "follow up on issues dis-
cussed” during a visit to Tripoli at the beginning of June by
el Aziz.

120 killed in fresh
clash in Nigeria

ing a report on the situation,

The reports follow separate
communal clashes in southern
and northern Nigeria in the
past ten days that have left
more than 100 people dead.

The Daily Times newspaper
quoted a witness as saying that
bodies littered the streets of the

town ol Otuocha,
Fighting had begun early

Monday and automatic gunfire
was heard in the area of Ot-

tuocha late Tuesday. he told the

paper.

Dozens of people died in
April this year when fighting
last erupted between the two
communities Iin continuation
of an arcane 86-year-old dis-
Putg over control of a patch ol
S :

SINGAPORE, July 28: South-
easl Asian nations ended three
days of talks with their key
overseas partners Wednesda
after winning pledges from bo
India and China to observe a
regional nuclear-weapon free
zorne, reports AP,

The pledges were a victory
for the Association of South-
east Aslan Nations, which has
been trying to convince nuclear
powers fo recognise the zone
once it is established.

During the next year, 10
countries will look at moving
from confidence-building to
preventive diplomacy to deal
with disputes among its mem-
bers, Thailand's Foreign Minis-
ter Surin Pitsuwan. the new
ASEAN chairman, told a clos-
ing news conference.

He said a "major priority”
will be completion of a code of
conduct to manage conflicting
territorial claims over the
Sﬂratl}r Islands in the South
China Sea. Four ASEAN na-
tions, plus China and Taijwan,
claim portions of the islands.

Chinese Foreign Minister
Tang Jiaxuan said China would
"associate itsell” with the code
process "when the time comes,”
said Surin, announcing that the
next ASEAN meetings would be
held July 24-29 in Bangkok.

Tang pledged on Tuesday
that China would sign the nu-
clear-weapon free zone proto-
col. ASEAN convened a com-
mission on Saturday create the
zone under a treaty ratified in
1997 to prevent development,
manufacture or control of nu-
clear weapons in the zone.,

The ministers discussed
cross-border problems such as
pollution, drug smuggling, sex
slavery, and the millennium
computer bug, as well as the nu-
clear-weapon [ree protocol.

"India is fully committed
and is ready to sign the proto-
col,” Indian Foreign Minister
Jaswant Singh said Wednesday

alter meeting with the South-
east Asian foreign ministers.
ASEAN also asked Russian
Foreign Minister Igor Ivanov
Wednesday to sign the protocol,
_l:mt he said there were stil]
some issues we have to clarify”
about the commitments.
"Otherwise. we are prepared
to support the trealy,” he sald.
[vanov also proposed that
Russia and AS set up a
barter " trade mechanism to
avoid foreign currency prob-
lems.
Both Russia and ASEAN

== International
India, China ready to sign
protocol for N-free SE Asia

have been ravaged by plunges in
their currencies. In Asia, rapid
currency declines two years ago
triggered the region’'s worst re-
cession in decades and dragged
millions of people back into
poverty.

"At this meeting, in discus-
sion on the economic crisis,
there was a strong mood of op-
timism."” said the host, Singa-
pore Foreign Minister Shan-
mu%m Jayakumar,

EAN Torelgn ministers
meet each year for several days
with their key "dialogue part-

ners,” the United States, Russia,
China, Japan. Australia,
(;anada. the European Union,
South Korea, India, New
Zealand and Mongolia.

The-meetings attempted to
bypass thorny issues such as
the crisis between China and
Taiwan over Taipei's recent
claim of equal statehood.

But Tang warned other na-
tions of the possibility of armed
conllict if they interfere in
what he said was a domestic
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Philippine Foreign Ministers Domingo Siazon (L) and his Indian counterpart Jaswant
: ; mgaporean counterpart 8. Jayakumar at the end of the
ASEAN foreign ministerial meeting yesterday.

Singh (C) bid farewell their

— AFP photo
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Special UN mission

to visit Myanmar

SINGAPORE, July 28:
Myanmar Foreign Minister
Win Aung confirmed here
Wednesday that a special
United Nations mission. will
soon visit his country, but said
it was still unclear whether the
World Bank will join the mis-
sion, reports AFP. .

Win Aung, speaking at the
end of annual talks %etween
Southeast Asia and its key

artners, gave no specific dates

ut appeared to confirm that
the rnission led by senior envoy
Alvaro de Soto would arrive in
September.

‘Asked if Myanmar had
agreed to a definite date for a
UN and World Bank mission in
September, he said: "We have
planned this trip a long time
ago and because of the conve-
nience of the dates of the timi
to visit our country ... there wil
be a visit," he said.

"Whiether sorneone from the

* World Bank will be accompany-

ing De Soto or not is the deci-
sion of the World Bank and the
United Nations," he said.

'If so and when they come, of
course we will discuss about the

- possibilities in many fields,” he

said. -

in July, a four-man team
representing Finland, Portugal,
the EU secretariat and the Eu-
ropean Commission travelled
to Yangon to hold sensitive
talks with powerful junta First
Secretary Khin Nyunt, and op-

u?itinn leader Aung San Suu
yi.

In Wednesday's news confer-
ence, the Myanmar minister
laid down conditions for coop-
eration with Aung San Suu Kyi,
the Nobel peace prize winner
and daughter of Myanmar's in-
dependence hero Aung San.
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Taliban launch offensive

KABUL, July 28: The hard-
line Islamic Taliban Wednesda
launched its much-anticipate
summer offensive aimed at
defeating Afghanistan's
Northern Alliance and opposi-
tion commander Ahmad Shah
Masood, reports AFP.

Taliban authorities, the al-
liance and independent sources
confirmed the offensive began
about 4am local time (2400
GMT) with infantry assaults
across four front lines which
ring the Panjsher Valley.

ter Wednesday, the Afghan
Islamic Press (AIP) reported
from Islamabad the Taliban
had captured two areas in
Kapisa province northeast of
Kabul |

The AIP quoted unnamed
Taliban officials as saying the
Islamic militia had taken
Tagab and Najrab in Kapisa and
was now attacking the pro
cial eentre of Mahmoud-i-Ragqi.

- L

Fifteen tanks and a sizebje
quantity of ammuntion had
been seized by the militia at
Tagab, the officials told the
agency, adding militia had also
launched an attack for the
Bagram airbase.

No independent confirma-
tion of the Taliban claim was
immediately available.
~BKapis is adjacent to the Pan-
jsher valley, a heavily fortified
stronghold of Northern Al-
liance commander Masood.

Wednesday's assaults were
supported by heavy artille
barrages and aerial bombard-
ments by the militia's fleet of
Russian made MiGs.

The opposition said heavy
fighting was also reported from
frontlines at the Old and New
Roads outside of Kabul.

. The Old and New Roads are
about 25 kilometres [12 miles)
north of Kabul, '

US replaces NATO
‘commander Clark

TOKYO. July 28; The United
States is replacing NATO com-
mander. General Wesley Clark,
US Defence Secretary William
Cohen said here Wednesday, in-

sisting however he was satisfied
E&Fth is performance, reports
P

Clark, NATO's top comman-
der in Europe, would be suc-
ceeded by General Joseph Ral-
ston, vice chairman of the Joint
Chiefs of Staff, Cohen told a
news conference here.

But Pentagon spokesman
Kenneth Bacon denied a Wash-
ington Post report that Clark
was being replaced next April in
‘the light of tension with the
Pentagon over the conduct of
NATO's war against Yugoslavia.

"Absolutely not," said Bacon,
who was visiting Japan with
Cohen.

It was "very clear” on the
part of Cohen and US Joint
Chiefs of Staff General Hugh
Shelton "that he performed ex-
tremely well in his job during a
very a demanding time", szid
the Pentagon spokesman.

Clark, a 54-year-old Vieat-
nam War combat veteran who
took the prestigious NATO job
in July 1997, was simply leav-
ing towards the end of his three-
year tenure in the job, he said.

General Clark's departire
ahead of the end of his three-
year term was because of "titne

ressures” next year relating to
18 successor, the US deferce
secretary said.

Ralston's current term would
expire in February and he cold
only be kept on officially for an
extra 60 days afterwards. said
Coherl, :

S pace shuttle Columbia |

returns to earth

WASHINGTON, July 28: The
space shuttle Columbia re-
turned to earth late Tuesday af-
ter deploying an orbiting X-ray
telescupa that will scrutinise
some ol the most violent forces
in the universe, reports AFP.

After a five-day mission,
Columbia touched gnwn at the
Kennedy Space Centre in Cape
Canaveral, Florida at 11:20
p.m. (0320 GMT Wednesday)

with its first female comman- .

der, Eileen Collins, at the helm.

After concerns generated by
two mechanical problems dur-
ing take-off last Friday, the
shuttle landed without inci-
dent, easing into the docking
station after deploying a
parachute to brake its s :

It was the '12th night landing
by a US space shuttle.

During the mission, the five-
member crew successfully
launched the 1.5-billion-dollar
Chandra telescope, which will
eXamine the most powerful
sources of X-rays in the uni-
verse, including black holes,
colliding galaxies and the 're-
mains of supernovae.

The observatory, which was
released from Columbia's cargo
bay last Friday, will float in
space for five years.

Over the coming weeks,
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NASA Administrator Danial Goldin (L) talksiwith space

Chandra's integral propulsion
system will move the observa-
tory to an operating orbit of
some 10,000 kilometres {6,800
miles) by 140,000 kilometres
(86,966 miles).

While in space, Columbia as-
tronauts carried out a series of
secondary manoeuvres, ranging
from experiments in plant
growing in space to astronomy
assignments. '

Astrophysician Steven Haw-

ley observed celestial bodies

such as Mercury, Jupiter, Venus
and the Moon with the smaller
Southwest Ultraviolet Imaging
System (SULS) telescope.

Now that Columbia is back
on Earth. the National Aero-
nautics and Space Administra-

tion plans to look into what
may have caused several tech-
nical glitches. '

With the combined weight of
the shuttle and the telescope
totalling some 2.000 tonnes, the
spacecraft was unable to reach
u?f targeted altitude after take-
(4 § §8

The shuttle will now be
transported to California for
renovation and will stay put
until 2001, - :

Columbia, one of the oldest
US space shuttles, embarked on
its lirst space flight in 1981.

shuttle Columbia Commander Eileen Collins (R) on
runway 33 at Kennedy Space Center, Cape Canaveral,
Florida yesterday after Collins landed the shuttle with
the rest of her four-person erew. The Columbia and her
five crew members returned from a five-day science
mission in space that included the releagse of the

Chandra X-Ray Obseervatory.

— AFP photo

US, Russia agree new arms talks

WASHINGTON, July 28: Rus-
sia and the United States agreed
‘Tuesday to a new round of talks
on reducing long-range nuclear

- weapons in a sign that tensions
have eased over the war in Yu-
goslavia, reports AFP.

Vice President Al Gore and
Prime Minister Sergei
Stepashin announced the deci-
sion after the regular meetin
on US-Russian economic an
scientific cooperation.

"We are expecting some very
serious work on these issues
when the teams meet in August.”

Stepashin said through an-
. interpreter in a joint" press

conference with Gore.

The Russian Duma has held
u% the START 1l agreement.
which Washington insists be
ratified before moving on to a
START Ill pact on reducing nu-
clear stockpiles. The United
States also wants to alter the

1972 ABM treaty to allow work
to begin on an anti-ballistic
missile system.

But Gore downplayed expec-
tations for swift progress on the
pacts, noting the recent rift
with Moscow over the NATO-led
strikes against Serbia, Russia's
long-time ally.

The US-Russia relationship
"has withstood some difficult
tests,"” Gore said.

"Because of the tensions ...

ouTe notl going to expect this

nd of action in the Duma next
week," he said, adding that
Washington had set no dead-
lines for the negotiations.

But he added that he was now
‘more optimistic about our
ability. to reach agreement on
both issues.”

Stepashin acknowledged
that there had been "some
cooling over Kosovo so this was
a very important" move to-
wards the arms negotiations.

Russia, Ukraine, Belarus
and Kazakhstan -- the four
former Soviet republics that
inherited nuclear weapons --
have all ratified the ABM
treaty.

The treaty limits the capaci-

ties of the. signatories’ anti- -

missile systems, in order to dis-
courage an arms race and the
temptation for less protected
nations to launch a preventa-
tive nuclear strike.

Under the 1993 START 1I
agreement, the United States
and Russia would reduce their
arsenals of long-range nuclear
warheads to between 3,000 to
3,500, Under START III, arse-

nals would be cut to 2.000 to

2,500 warheads each.
Stepashin also met briefly
with US President Bill Clinton
to discuss issues ranging from
arms proliferation to the strug-
gling Russian economy to the
upcoming summil on recorn-

struction
Balkans.

US concerns about Russia's
arms proliferation were raised
earlier this month amid reports
that Russia may revive arm
sales to Syria.

And Russia protested Mon-

day that plans to set up a US-
Japan anti-ballistic missile
defence system would under-
mine the balance of forces in
Asia and spark a regional arms
race. -
Washington and Tokyo are
planning to bolster security ties
with a project to establish an
early warning system against
ballistic missile attacks.

for the war-torn

But Stepashin's primary aim
here is to build confidence in
Russia’s struggling economy to
attract US investors and win
approval for a 4.5 billion dollar
credit line to Russia from the

- International Monetary Fund.

N Korea accuses Japan

of plannin

TOKYO, July 28: North Korea
.has sent a letter to Japan's
Prime Minister Keizo Obuchi
accusing Tokyo of preparing fo
invade and demanding that it
apologise for its past wartime
aggression, reports Reuters.

‘Japan, far from apologising
and t:cémipensail ing for the past
wrongdoings, is sharpening its
swnrg to reinvade Korea, nifhﬂﬂ
going ahead with its extremel

rovocative anti-DPRK [Nurtg

orea) moves including prepa-
rations for a ‘preemptive at-
tack'," the official Korean Cen-
tral News Agency quoted the let-
ler as sayllgg.

It added that copies of the
letter, signed by a private group
called "The Korean' Measure
Committee for Demanding
Compensation to Comfort
Women for the Army and the
Victims of the Pacific War"

g to Invade

were also sent to Japan's for-
eign minislter and chief gov-
ernment spokesman.

Japan and North Korea have
no diplomatic relations.

“The letters strongly urged
the Japanese authc%":i’rtiesgtn
comprehensively investigate
and open to the public the truth
behind the human loss and
material damage inflicted on
the Korean people as soon as
possible, punish those respon-
sible for them and make state

-apology and compensation for

them,"” KCNA said.
News of the letter, which

! Japanese officials said had not

t arrived, comes as US De-
ence Secretary Willlam Cohen
Is in Tokyo for talks focusing
on fears that Pyongyang is
poised to launch a new long-
range missile,

EREZ CROSSING, Gaza
Strip. July 28: Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak and
Palestinian leader Yasser
Aralat-agreed here Tuesday to
take two weeks to study possible
changes to the Wye River land-
for-security agreement, reports
ALY,

Barak, speaking at a press
conference with Arafat, said the
Palestinian leader had agreed
to respond within two weeks to
an Israeli request to modify the
accord, which calls for further
Israeli withdrawals from the
Wesl Bank.

Asked what will happen if
the Palestinian leader rejects
the Israeli request, Barak said;
"l told him our position is im-

lementing agreements, includ-
ng Wye, honestly and accu-
rately.”

Arafat, while agreeing to the
two-week request, reiterated
that he wanted full implemen-
tation of the US-brokered Wye
accord, which was signed in
October and negotiated by
Barak's predecessor as prime
minister, Benjamin Ne-
tanyahu.

'l asked Mr. Barak to start
immediately implementing
Wye," Arafat said, noting that it

called for Israel to release _

Palestinian prisoners, carry
out further redeployments from
the West Bank and create a “safe
passage” corridor for Palestini-
ans between the West Bank and

Gaza Strip.

Netanyahu carried out the
first of the withdrawals called
for under Wye and released
some prisoners but then froze
further implementation, accus-
1n§ the Palestinians of failing
to live up to their security end of
the bargain. :

Arafat said an Israeli-Pales-
tinlan joint committee would
meet starting Wednesday or
Thursday to discuss Barak's
proposals,
spelled out in detail.

"On our side we are commit-
ted to our commitments, in-
cluding
ments,” Arafat added following
two hours of talks with Barak
at an Israeli military base at
this crossing point between Is-
rael and the Gaza Strip.

“We will continue our policy
of zero tolerance to terror and
violence," the Palestinian
leader said.

Arafat also said he had
asked Barak to end to further
Jewish setilement "so we can
resume the [inal status negotia-
tions" on such questions as the
borders of the Palestinian en-
tity, refugees and the status of
Jerusalem.

A smiling Barak and Arafat
shook hands warmly for the
television cameras as they ar-
rived here for their third meet-
iI"lff since Barak took office on
July 7. :

which were not

the security commit-

Palestinian Authority Preside

1

nt Yas

Barak, Arafat agree to review

changes to Wye accord

8 E .
ser Arafat (R) shakes

hands with Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak before
their meeting at the Erez crossing point on Tuesday.

—+ AFP photo
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18 die n nver accidenf_
1 Switzerland

BOENIGEN, Switzerland,
July 28; Eighteen people were
killed, six were injured and one
was still missing in a canyon-
ing accident 1in central
Switzerland Tuesday, police
said Wednesday, reports AFP.

The victims were holiday-
makers from Australia, New
Zealand, the United States,
Britain and South Alfrica and
their guides, a Swiss diplomat
in Sydney said, quoting Swiss
police.

. A total of 44 people -- 36
tourists in four teams in the
charge of two monitors per
team -- were caught in flash
floods caused by sudden storms
that caused water levels to rise
in a gorge.

e disaster happened as
were rappelling down
a 300 to 400
metre (yard) stretch of the Saxet
Bach gorge into the Luetschine
river near Interlaken, south-
east of Bern.

ment of canyoning, which in-
volves taking the most direct
route down a ravine by jum;;igﬁ
into white water in wetsuits
lifejackets, diving over water-
falls and descending rock faces.
Vacationers sounded the
alert after finding bodies float-
ing in Lake Brienz, which is fed
by the Luetschine around 6:00
p.m. (1600 GMT]. Some wore the
protective clothing required for
c&nynnjn%_, including wet suit,
helmet, lifejacket and climbing
gear. Police said two of the
group'’s eight guides were among

LGf:urg Hodel,

Rapfpel]jng is just one ele- |

the dead.
) '[I'ht: expedition was arﬁani
ised by Adventure World, a
conipany based at Wilderswil,
which is popular with .Asian
and US clients and specialises
in thrill sports like rafting,
climbing and bungee jumping
as well as canyoning. _
An Adventure World official,
said he was
stunned by the disaster, thought
to be the worst ever to have oc-
curred to a canyoning expedi-
tion.
Investigatin

magistrate
Martin Trap tol

Swiss radio:

~“What we know at the moment

is that a group of 44 people went
into the graxei-ﬂach gﬂrgpea to go

canyoning. This group was ac-
companied by eight guides frcm
the Adventure World company.

The group went into the gorge at .
about 4.30 p.m. (1430 GMT)."

Helicopters and teams of
rescuers dispatched to the area
recovered 18 bodies, took six in-
jured people to hospital and
were searching for one missing
person late Tuesday.

The remaining members of
the expedition escaped un-
harmed.

The Swiss Consul General in
Sydney, Heinz Wey, gave the
nationalities of the victims, but
added: "But not all the bodies
have been positively identified
S0 there may be changes.
There's very little other infor-
mation at this time."

The-investigation was exam-
ining whether the accident was
due to negligence.

Experts destroys
nerve gas
in Iraq

BAGHDAD, July 28: A team
of international wound
up a mission here Wednesday by
destroying vials of lethal VX
nerve gas as Ir:aql charged the
samples were only eliminated
to clear UN arms ins
fraud accusations, reports AFF.

After several days of wran-
gling, the UN Security Council
a%{e:td Tuesday to destroy the
VX abandoned in Baghdad by
the UN Special Commission
(UNSCOM) in charge of disarm-
ing Iraq. ’

The independent experts
from the Organisation for the
Prohibition of Chemical
Weapons (OPCW] in The Hague
left the Iragi capital after an
overnight operation to destroy
vials containing the VX sam-
ples, a UN official said.

A diplomatic source told
AFP that diplomats from
China, France and Russia ob-
served the operation which
lasted several hours.

tors of |,

UK to ban for<ign donations
to political parties

LONDON, July 27: British
olitical parties are to be
anned f[rom receiving dona-
tions from foreign companies
and individuals who are not
registered voters in Britain, the
overnment announced in Par-

Pi;ment_ on Tuesday, reports

The drait bill follows a se-
ries of disputes over parties —
mainly the opposition Conser-
vative Party — pgetting money
from wealthy foreigners or tax
exiles,

At the center of the latest
controversy is the Conserva-
tives' t{reasurer, Michael
Ashcroft, who lives in Florida
and amassed a fortune in Be-
lize, a former British colony in
South America.

Ashcroft, a major Tory
donor is suing The Times of
London for alleging that he has
been monitored by the US Drug
Enforcement Agency over pos-

sible links to drug runmners. A
lawmaker later repeated the al-
legations in Parliament. |

"For too long, public confi-
dence in the political %stcm
has been undermined by the ab-
sence of clear, fair and open
statutory controls on how polit-
ical parties are funded,” Home
Secretary Jack Straw told the
House ol Commons.

The bill is likely to become
law later this year because
Prime Minister Tony Blair's
Labour Party governmernt has a
huge majority in the Commons.

%’he bill also envisages a 20-
milllon pound (dirs 32 million)
limit on spending by politicak
parties in the campaigns before
national elections, and com-
pulsory disclosure of political
donations over 5,000 pounds
(dirs 8,000).

Al May 1997 national elec-
tions, Labour spent 26 million
pounds (dlrs 41.6 million) and
the Conservatives 27 million

gounds (dirs 43.2 million) — low
v UUS standards because politi-
cal parties cannot buy and
radio time.

Traditionally, the Conserva-
tives have long relied on big
business for funds, while the gi-
ant labour unions helped

bankroll Labour,

' 'However, corporale dona-
tions to the Tories have fallen
in the past decade — partly.be-

cause Blair's New Labour is no -
longer perceived by many busi-
ness leaders as a at.

Straw has denied that the
bill is aimed at Ashcroft. But he
said it would be a "serlous prob-
lem" for the Conservatives be-
cause of their penchant for se-
crecy over funding.

A government-appointed
inquiry committee last year
said the Conservatives ac-
knowledged receiving meore
than 16 million pounds (dirs 27
million) from foreigners be-
tween 1992 and 1997.

E Timor vote August 30

DILI, East Timor, July 28:
Indonesia's foreign minister
Wednesday said the vote on the
future of East Timor would be
delayed until August 30, as
talks opened on how to register
60,000 refugees for the ballot,
reports AFP. .

Speaking in Singapore, For-
eign Minister Ali Alatas said he
had been informed by UN Secre-
tary General Kofi Annan of the
[urther postponement ol the
landmark vote.

"There has been an an-
nouncement by the UN Secre-
tary General that the balloting
will take place now on Monday,
30th of August,” Alatas said af-
ter attending meetings of the
Association of Southeast Asian
Nations (ASEAN).

"Because registration has
started behind schedule, it was
delayed, we need some more
time. I assume that the regis-
tration will also be extended,”
he said.

The vote had initially been

i planned for August 8, and was

. indepen

then postponed until August 20
or 21 amid concerns over secu-
rity and logistics in the trou-
bled territory invaded by In-
donesia in 1975.

East Timorese will get the
chance to choose between inde-
pendence or autonomy under
continued indonesian control.

Annan, who also delayed the
start of registration, had earlier
said the vote was conditional
on Indonesian authorities be-
ing able to improve security
conditions on Timor, which he
said were not good enough for a
fair vote.

Jakarta annexed the former
Portuguese colony in 1976 in a
move never recognised by the
United Nations. :

UN Mission in East Timor
(UNAMET) chief lan Martin
said he had reached an agree-
ment with jailed pro-indepen-
dence leader Xanana Gusmao
for the armed wing of the pro-
dence movement, Fal-
intil, to confine its troops to

barracks during the vote,



