VOL.IX NO.183 REGD. NO. DA 781

NBL directorship

HC order relating
to removal of

Mintoo stayed

By Staff Correspondent

The Full Bench of Appellate
Division of the Supreme Court
yesterday stayed the High Court
order relating to the removal of
Abdul Awal Mintoo as a direc-
tor of National Bank Limited.

The Appellate Division,
presided over by Chief Justice
Mustafa Kamal, also stayed the
High Court Division's interim
order directing Mintoo, the
president of FBCCI, not to at-
tend the Bank's Board meeting.

The Appellate Division also
granted leave to appeal against
the judgement and order passed
by a Division Bench of the High
Court "relating to his removal
from the post of director of Na-
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Prayer Timings

July 29
Azan Jamaat
Fajr 4-10 4-15
_Johr 12-50 1-25
| Asr o9-00 510
Maghrib | 6-55 7-00
Esha 7-55 8-15
Source: Islamic Foundation

fairs Minister Abdul Matin

Describing the former presi-
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Transshipment of Indian goods

The government has ap-
roved in ﬂrincipl: a proposal
or transshipment of Indian
oods through Bangladesh's
and routes.

A Cabinet meeting, chaired
by Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina, gave the approval yes-
terday.

A brief official announce-
ment said a joint expert com-
mittee “will examine and dis-
cuss in detail the proposal for
movement of Indian goods from
one part to another part of In-
dia by Bangladeshi transports
using the land route of
Bang%adtsh. giving priority to
Bangladesh's economic inter-

thru' land routes okayed

By Nazmul Ashraf

est.”

According to the proposal,
Indian trucks carrying goods in
sealed containers will arrive at
a Bangladesh border point from
where Bangladeshi trucks will
take the goods to another bor-
der point. From there, the goods
will again be transshipped to
indian lorries, a top Cabinet
source said.

Initially, two border points
will be used for transshipment.

The Lnint expert committee
will work out the details includ-
ing the rate of revenue for
transportation of Indian goods,
the schedule of transshipment
and the timing for launching it.

Before the arrangéments
take effect, the government will
develop roads to be used and
other infrastructure facilities.
For this, Indian cooperation
will be sought, the source said,

Contacted by phone, Com-
merce and Industries Minister
Tofail Ahmed said the govern-
ment move had come “as a se-
quel to events” towards allow-
ing the Bangladesh land terri-
tory for transportation of In-
dian goods.

‘It's nothing new. Every-

thing will be done in the light of

the 1980 trade agreement by the
two countries, the SAPTA
signed in 1993 and the recent

Joint meeting of commerce
ministers of the two countries.
This time, Bangladesh's inter-
ests will be protected more than
it was {I:arupnscd in the 1980 and
1990 deals,” Tofail Ahmed said.

On criteria of goods proposed

to be carried through
Bangladesh territory, the min-
ister said, "Any item can be
transported. The goods will be
carried in sealed containers
which will not be opened here.”
If imc})]emented, he said, the
Bangla
fit from the arrangement,
"We'll earn revenue through use
of our trucks and employment

See Page 12 Col 7

esh economy will bene-

'SPA was never scrapped’

Law and Parliamentary Af-
Khasru has strongly denied that
the Special Powers Act of 1974
has ever been scrapped .

Responding to a query re-
gardin the controversy
sparked off by a Bangla daily

at the then president HM Er-
shad had set aside the SPA on
December 6. 1990, Khasru told
The Daily Star yesterday, "It is
not correct. As law minister, I
could not trace any records in
the ministry showing that the
Special Powers Act had been
cancelled by the former presi-
dent. It must be mere specula-
tion.”

The law minister said if he
(Ershad) claimed to have signed
something relating to cancella-
tion of the SPA . it might be ly-
ing with him or at the Banga
haban. He however added, "You
are aware that Bangabhaban
sources have already refuted the
reports on cancellation of the
SPA."

- r— . -

By M Anwarul Haq

dent as an embodiment of mis-
rule and autocracy, the minis-
ter said. "How could one who
had ruled the country violating
every civil norm and did not
believe in democratic practices
engage in such a democratic ex-
ercise all of a sudden, as re-
ported in a section of the press.

“ Maybe it was a last ditch
attempt to save himself while
on the verge of ouster.”

Khasru said it is a matter of
regret that such a ‘trifling and
untrue’ matter has become a
subject of speculation.

aw Ministry sources said
the: Special Powers Act has
never been repealed since its
enactment. It has, however,
been amended a number of
times.

“ Those amendments on dif-
ferent occasions may have been
mistaken as new promulga-
tion,” said a top official of the
ministry.

He further an amendment to
the SPA was made on December
24, 1990, through promulgation

of an ordinance by then Presi-
dent Shahabuddin Ahmed as
chief of the Caretaker govern-

ment. Through the amendment

(Ordinance No 29 of 1990). pun-
ishment for extortion was in-
creased. The ordinance was

then made an Act (Act No. 15 of

1991). Through another
amendment, a provision for
punishment for repression on
women and children was in-
corporated, Later in 1995, a
separate law was enacted for
preventin repression- on
Wamen and Children, he added.

Syed Ishtiaq Ahmed, Presi-
dent of Bangladesh Bar Council,
said, "If it was  signed
(cancellation) , it would have
been sent to the Law Ministry
which would have assigned a
number and it would have been
gazetted. The SPA was amended
thrice during Caretaker Presi-
dent Shahabuddin's period
with the aim of restoring free-
dom of the press”.

Another legal expert pointed
See page 11 Cal 7

&

Mistake
indeed!
By Staff Correspondent

Two sisters with their two
minor niece and nephew were
mistakenly' sent to Kashimpur
vagrants' home on July 22.

They are: Shanti, 25,
Champa, 22, Chandu, 12 and
Batashi, 5.

"We went to see our recentl
married brother at Raleig
Bagan, Nargayanganj. On our

way back to our village home in

Jamalpur police picked us up,”
Shanti narrated.
sShanti informed that she

and her sister and the children

were going to the Narayanganj
bus terminal in the early morn-
ing. When they were passing
through Tanbazar police
foreibly pushed them into their
vehicle and sent them to
Kashimpur.

In the beginning they could
not realize what was going on.
Later, they found that they were
sent to a place where sex work-
ers were being ‘rehabilitated'.

Shanti, shouted from the top
ol a tree that everybody at Ja-

See Page 12 Col 8

military hardware

Copies of contract not placed before JS body

Process of Mig purchase started in '94: Air Chief

The Air Force chief yester-
day placed report before the
Parllamentarg Standing
Committee on Defence stating
that the process of buying eight
Mig-29 fighter jets started in
1994 when BNP was in power,
reports UNB.

In his report Air Vice-Mar-
shall Jamal Uddin Ahmed said
agreement on the purchase of
m Russia

was signed on June 28 and 10
per cent of the 124 million US
dollar deal was paid the follow-
ing day.

"Another 20 per cent of the
ayments will be made within
0 days and the rest 70 per cent

in seven installments in seven
years with interest — LIBOR
plus 0.5 per cent." the report was
quoted as saying about the
controversial defence purchase,

The parliamentary body

with its chairman Major Gen-
eral (retd) KM Shafiullah in the
chair reviewed in detail the

Memorandum of Understand-
ing, about the Air Force, price of

the MiF-ZB aircraft and surety

of availability of spares,

Opposition lawmakers at-
tending the meeting told the
news agency that contract
copies of the Mi% urchase were
not made available to themn and
government side along with the
Air chief failed to satisfy their
queries.

A BNP lawmaker who is on
the committee said the actual
prices would be much higher.

Preferring anonymity he
sald: "Showing two offers of one

single company in the name of

Mig Mapo' and ‘Mapo Mig', the
government tried to justify the
defence purchases.

He said in the meeting he
raised the point that to facili-

tate the single-handed purchase

the government had signed an
agreement with the Russian
government in the guise of mili-
tary’ technical-cooperation

agreement.
‘But, surprisingly, the
agreement has been signed be-

tween the Ministry of Defence
of Bangladesh and Ministry of
Commerce of Russia, which is
self-contradictory.”

The BNP member contended
that the agreement was signed

See Page 12 Col 6
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Meghnaghat Power Plant

Final agreement to
be signed today

By Sharier Khan

After more than one and a“

half years of delay.” Power De-
velopment Board is going to
sign today the 'final agreement'
with US company AES for the
450 MW Meghnaghat Power
Plant.

Sources concerned said PDB
and AES have finally reached
consensus on all disputed issues
which were causing delay and
AES has agreed to take the
Meghnaghat project site from
PDB on November 15. The pro-
ject is going to be the bhiggest
ever of its kind in the country,

As per original schedule,
Meghnaghat plant was supposed

lo go for commercial operation
in June 2000. However, the
project is now likely to be
completed in 2002.

After a long delay in negotia-
tions, on March 16 this year,
PDB initialled a Power Pur-
chase Agreement [PPA) with
AES for a 22- year term for
Meghnaghat plant. Under the
PPA, AES would sell power to
PDB at a '22- year levelised
tariff of 2.79 cents".

Later, an Implementation
Agreement for the project was
initialled on April 22 and a Gas
Sales Agreement on April 24.

See page 11 Col 6

AL, Workers Party clash
- in Satkhira: 100 hurt

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, July 28: At least
100 people were injured in a
clash between the activists of
Workers Party and ruling
Awami League at Tala thana
headquarters today.

The clash erupted when the
Awami League activists at-
tacked the Workers partymen
who were returning home after
attending a party rally at thana
headquarters.

The Workers Party held a
rally protesting leasing out of
canals to some influential per-
sons by the authorities con-
cerned seven days ago.

The meeting was addressed,
among others, by LDF central
leaders Bimal Biswas, Nirmal
Sen, Saifuddin Ahmed Manik,
Dilip Barua and Igbal Kabir
Zahid. :

Earlier, both the parties had
convened meetings at the same
venue at the same time.

The district administration
yesterday imposed Section 144
at the meeting venue appre-
hending clashes between the
two parties,

The Workers Party today
held its meeting at a place out-
side the restricted area while
Awami League postponed their
scheduled meeting.

The injured were admitted to
Satkhira Sadar Hospital and
Tala Thana Health Complex.

The LDF leaders at a press
conference at Satkhira Press
Club in the condemned
the attack and demanded ex-
emplary punishment to those
responsible for the attack.
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Journalists still not allowed

to visit Kashimpur home

. By Shaikh Nazrul Islam, back from Kashimpur

Despite repeated allegations
of torture and rape of sex work-"
ers at Kashimpur wvagrant
home, the authorities till yes-
terday did not allow any jour-
nalist to visit it for 'mysterious'
reasons.

During a visit to the area
yesterday, this correspondent
found some girls, who were
climbing on a tree at the va-
grant home, 'so hesitat to
talk to journalists. They
looked ‘drowsy’.

Meanwhile; local people al-
leged that police threatened
them not to allow anybody to
take photographs from the
rooftops of their houses.

The sex-workers, evicted
from Tanbazar and Nimtoli
brothels at Narayanganj
Thursday, have been housed in
the vagrant home, 52 km off the
capital.
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Officials at the home, re-
questing anonymity, told The
Daili; Star that they were asked
by the authorities not to allow
any journalist to enter it.

ey said that a large num-
ber of sex-worker want to leave
the vagrant centre and are cre-
ating problems just to be freed.
e officials said that the
sex-workers were creating trou-
ble to protest eviction from
brothels without prior notice.
_One of the sex worker, Morz-
ina, said many of them have in-
curred huge monetary loss due
to sudden eviction.

‘1 would not have lost Tk
25,000 which I paid in advance
as my house rent. If there was a
Prior notice;, 1 would have
chance to settle the matter with
the owner", Morzina said.

Sex worker Shathi said she
wanted to get back her belong-
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ings which she had left at the
brothel duringzthe sudden evic-
tion on June 22.

Selina said she lost over Tk
1.5 lakh deposited with a coop-
erative society in the brothel.
Almost all the sex workers de-
posited money with similar or-
ganisations there, she said.

Local maastans and pimps
who used to operate the cooper-
atives will now take full advan-
tage of the eviction. They will
not return the huge amount of

money collected from two the
brothels, she feared. -
'We had another common
fund called 'Emergency Fund',
We used to depasit Tk five each a
day. There were millions of
taka in the fund,” Selina said.
Shathi alleged that the gov-
ernment unleashed repression
instead of extending any help.
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ana area breaks down seeing her captive mother Hamida
yesterday-at Kashimpur vagrant centre, right, and rehabilitated sex workers look at the
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