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3 murdered
in city
By Staff Correspondent

Four persons were killed in
separate incidents in the city in
the 24 hours till last night.

The death leuL:u'ua-+ however,

excludes the killing of a rick-
shawpuller early yesterday
morning after he was shot by a

olice sergeant at Agargaon
Blunda}r night.

An owner of a motor garage
was shot dead by unidentified
gunmen near Sayedabad bridge
in the city late last night.

The dead was identified as
Saifuddin Ahmed, 45, son of
Sahabuddin Ahmed, hospital
sources said.

The assailants shot Saifud-
din on the throat in Namapara
area at about 10:30 pm.

In a fatally injured condi-
ton, the victim was rushed to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal where the on-duty doctors
declared him dead, the sources
added.

A garment worker was killed
after allegedly being raped at

See page 11 Col 4

Clinton to visit
Bangladesh, says
Samad Azad

US president Bill Clinton is
willing to visit Bangladesh,
foreign minister Abdus Samad
Azad said in the capital yester-
day, reports UNB. '

‘I'm going to Bangladesh."
Clinton told Azad at the Roval
Palace of Morocco Sunday
when the world leaders assem-
bled in Rabat to joint the fu-
neral service of Hassan II.

Talkin%]tn reporters at the
Fo Office in the afternoon,
he said the US president told
him that he would have under-
taken his trip to South Asia
much earlier had there not been
elections in India.

See page 11 Col 8
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Business
Regional trade should
get priority over poli-

tics: FBCCI, Karnataka
| businessmen

US-China trade talks
resume

DSE, CSE price
quotations .
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Prayer Timings
July 28
Azan
4-10
12-50
5-00

Jamaat |
4-15
1-25
51 5-10
Maghrib | 6-55 7-00
_Esha 7-59 8-15
Source; Islamic Foundation
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Police sergeant guns down
one amid large crowd

A city police sergeant shot
and killed a young rickshaw-
puller Monday night in pres-
ence of a large crowd in Agar-
gaon, promptin violent
protests from loc
Tuesday.

The sergeant, Sarej Kumar

Roy, was arrested yesterday on
charges of killing Masud, 24,
with his service revolver,

The victim, who was rushed
to Fan%u Hospital, then shifted
to DMCH and finally admitted
to Chest Diseases Hospital, died
early morning (4.30am) yester-
day. He was shot at 10.30 Mon-
day night.

An people in the locality
where the rickshawpuller lived
gathered at the place of occur-
rence in their hundreds yester-
day afternoon and allegedly
hurled crackers on on-duty po-
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Shibir activists
g0 on rampage
on Chittagong
College campus

CHITTAGONG, July 27: Ten-
sion gripped the Chittagon
College campus today as arme
youths allegedly belonging to
Chhatra Shibir went on a ram-
page there after police raided
two hostels, reports UNB.

Police said they raided Sher-
e-Bangla and Suhrawardy hos-
tels Sunday and Monday nights
to arrest the Kkillers of Chit-
tagong City Corporation Ward
Commissioner and ruling party
leader Liakat Ali Khan.

Commissioner Liakat Ali
Khan was gunned down al-
legedly by Shibir cadres in
front of his residence last
month.

Police said the killers were
now staying on the college cam-
pus, a stronghold of Jamaat's
student front Islami Chhatra
Shibir.

After the raids, some Shibir
activists stormed into the resi-
dence of Principal Rawshan
AKter Hanif at around 8pm on

See page 11 Col 7

By Staff Correspondent

licemen, injuring at least three
cops.

According to local people
and relatives, Masud, a resident

of Tulatola slum in Agargaon,
had a scuffle with a fellow rick-
shawpuller on Shahid Sha-
habuddin Road at about 10:15
pm Mundaﬁ.

Saroj, the on-duty sergeant
in charge of Shyamoli police
outpost who was riding a bike,
stopped
ing
them to back o

An altercation followed be-
tween the sergeant and two

quarrelling young men, when
the sergeant drew his revolver
and tried to hit Masud with the

firearm. .
Rina Akhter, aunt of Masud
who came running to stop the

sergeant, was injured as the re-
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and shouted at the feud-
riﬂkshaw&vullers asking

volver hit her,

Masud protested, and the an-
gry sergeant shot him in the
throat point blank at around
10:30 pm, according to local
people and relatives of the dead.
They said the whole episode
took place before a huge crowd.

But Saroj was quoted to have
told his superiors that he did
not shoot Masud deliberately.

"Saroj went to Mohammad-
pur thana and filed a case say-
ing Masud was shot acciden-

tally during the scuffle. We kept

Saroj at the thana and he was
officially arrested after the

mother of the victim filed a

murder case accusing the

sergeant,” said Ibrahim Fatemi,

additional deputy commis-

sioner for DMP’'s western zone.

Sergeant Saroj was produced
See page 11 Col 8
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Sex workers allege rape, death from torture at vagrant home

Free us, or we will kill ourselves

By Ehsanul Haque and Shaikh Nazrul Islam, back from Kashimpur

Sensing presence of journal-
ists outside the walled complex,
about a dozen sex workers
climbed on trees at the Kashim-
pur government vagrant home
and yelled that they were being
tortured.

Some of them showed marks
of injuries on their faces and
hands as a large crowd thronged
outside it. It was about 3 pm yes-
terday.

The sex workers, allegedly
evicted from Tanbazar and
Nimtoli brothels at Narayan-
Eanj Thursday, have been

oused in the vagrant home, 52-
km off the capital, for what the
government says their rehabili-
tation.

On Monday, the unruly sex
workers also clashed with the

. employees of the vagrant home

who allegedly tortured them,
they alleged. Hired goons and
old inmates joined the employ-
ees, they complained.

A number of people in the
area also claimed that they
heard cries and shouting inside.

The sex workers also
claimed that some of them were
raped. "We will have no option
but to commit suicide if such
acts of torture continue and if
we are not freed in the next ten
days”", Shathi, their leader,
shouted from a tree.

Another interrupted Shathi
to say: If the situation goes on
like this, will start killing the

uards and leave this place,

reaking open the gate. We're
not criminals. Why should we
be treated like this?

Talking loudly from a
branch of a tall tree, Shathi
showed a mark of injury on her
left arm. “The employees here
start beating us with sticks
whenever we refuse their pro-
posal to have sex with them. We
are also beaten up for protesti
supply of low-quality food an

delayed Eugply of food.”

As Shathi was talking to the
Star reporters, a women em-
ployee of the "home’ rushed to
the spot. "Get down from the
tree soon, or I will pull you
down,” shouted the angry em-
ployee with a stick in her hand.

"See, how they behave., She
is one of those who beat us now
and then," Shathi said,
pointing her finger at the
woman guard.

But Shathi continued
talking while other sex workers
were forced to get down from the
trees.

At this stage, Instructor of
the centre Noor-e-Alam ap-

eared on the scene. He also
ailed to force Shathi get down.
Drawing attention of the jour-
nalist, Alam claimed that the
‘unruly” sex workers damaged
TV sets, electric fans, window
panes and furniture of the va-
grant home on Monday.

He promised to the newsmen
to show the damaged items and
requested them to wait a bit. But
he did not turn up in next two
hours.

The two Star reporters then
tried get into the 'home' but
failed as there was no response
from inside despite knocks on
the gate.

asima, another sex worker
on the tree, alleged that hired
goons joined the employees to
torture them. Akhi and Ratna
alleged that police and guards
together beat them up on Mon-
day. They also mentioned re-
Eressinn on Rupa whose face
as been de-shaped. Rupa was
not even given treatment, they
claimed.

All of them complained that
they were starving till 3pm yes-
terday.

Shathi further alleged that
another sex worker, Parvin,

See page 11 Col 4

By e ey e,

4
b

Commerce & Industry.

DFP-16046-21/7
G-1383

122-124, Motijheel Commercial Area
Dhaka-1000

Notice

Application for Selection of CIP
(Export) 2000

Export Promotion Bureau invites application
from bonafide exporters for selection of CIP
(Export] for the year 2000 based on export
performance during 1998-99.

2. The intending exporters are to apply in
prescribed proforma, to be obtained from the
Export Promotion Bureau Head Office at Dhaka,
Regional Offices at Chittagong, Khulna, Rajshahi
and Branch Offices at Comilla, Sylhet, Bogra and
Barisal. Prescribed proforma will also be available
at the Offices of the Federation of Bangladesh
Chambers of Commerce & Industry, Dhaka
Chamber of Commerce & Industry, Bangladesh
Chamber of Industries, Metropolitan Chamber of
Commerce & Industry, Chittagong Chamber of
Commerce & Industry, Khulna Chamber of
Commerce & Industry, Rajshahi Chamber of
Commerce & Industry, Barisal Chamber of
Commerce & Industry and Sylhet Chamber of

3. Applications in prescribed proforma, should
reach the undersigned on or before 31-08-99.

Director (Commodities)

A KM Nizamul Alam

[ e

Relatives and neighbuurs‘ with the body of Iﬁasud, theﬂ rickshawpuliér who died Tuesday

morning at a city hospital after being shot by a police sergeant Monday night. —Star.pheto ..

Bid to *obstruct’ SEC probe

HC fines former
DSE chairman

By M Shamsur Rahman

The High Court has fined a
top broker and former chair-
man of the Dhaka Stock Ex-
change (DSE]) “for trying to ob-
struct investigation™ by the Se-
curities and Exchange Cominis-
sion (SEC).

The DSE broker Khurshid
Alam has been asked to pay Tk
10,000 as fine by the High Court
along with the cost incurred by
the SEC in defending the case
filed by the broker against SEC.
Alam served as the head of the
bourse for three terms in the
70s, 80s and the 90s.

In the middle of last year
Alam had filed a writ petition
with the High Court and was
%ranted a stay. The writ was
iled after the SEC asked Alam
lor some documents while in-
vestigating trading of Mark
Bangladesh stocks.

In early last year, the Moni-
toring and Surveillance wing of
the SEC, while gningi_ through
books of accounts of brokers
and dealers, found “some un-
usual activity” in the transac-
tions of the company's shares.

SEC sources saidthe offi-
cials found large volume of
transactions of Mark
Bangladesh shares while going
through books and records of
Khurshid Alam & Co, Banco
Trans World (BD) Ltd and few
other brokers.

The shares were mainly
traded at the end of 1997 and in
the beginning of 1998, the
sources said.

Based on preliminary find-
ings, suspecting manipulation

and insider trading, the SEC on
June 17 last year formed a two-

member committee to investi-
gale into share trading of the
shoe manufacturing company.

SEC Deputy Director Shuvro
Kanti Chowdhury and Corpo-
rate Accountant Khairul Anam
Khan were asked to jointly file
a report within one month after
inquiring into the affairs and
records of the concerned bro-
kers and dealers.

In the course of investiga-
tion the officials found that
there were around 10 to 11
clients who had one represen-
tative to handle the transac-
tions with Alam. The clients
were mainly involved in trad-
ing bulk shares of Mark
Bangladesh.

The SEC then asked Alam to

roduce bank particulars of
grukers and dealers to check
whether the clients were ficti-
tious or genuine.

Alam then filed a writ and
obtained a stay order from the
High Court.

After almost one year the
Division bench comprising of
Justice Kazi Ebadul Huq and
Mozammel Hossain began
hearing the case on July 15 this
year and delivered the judgment

on Monday last dismissing the

petitions and vacating the stay
order.

Barrister Rafique-ul-Huq
appeared for the petitioner
while Dr Mohammad Ali ap-
peared for the SEC.

PM's directive
Rehabilitate
sex workers

properly

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday asked the au-
thorities concerned to take all
Eassi‘hle steps for proper reha-

ilitation of the repressed -

women rescued from Tanbazar
brothel in Narayanganj, re-
ports UNB.

"We will provide all possible
help and assistance for their
rehabilitation in the society,"
she said while addressing tﬁe
2nd meeting of the National
Council for Women Develop-
ment at the ICC in the after-
noonm.

The Prime Minister said the
government is providin
money, shelter, education an
training for the rehabilitation
of these women.

She said the government is
trying to solve the problem
from a humanitarian point of
view. "We know this is a tough
Jjob. but we are working to en-

.sure.a better life for the re-

See page 11 Col 7
'Missing' ship
traced near
Andamans

CHITTAGONG, July 27: The
foreign vessel, missing from
Chittagong Port outer anchor-
age, was traced near the An-
damans off Indian coast on
Monday after 16 days' search,
officials said.

The Vietnam flag carrier,
Kim Dong, disappeared from
the Bay on July 11 after the
Food Department had refused to
take 3,924 metric tons of rice
carried by it on January 24,

A source said the aggrieved
owner of the ship, Eastern
Dragon Shipping Ltd, had sent
fax messages to the interna-
tional shipping lines and ports
across the world to boycott
Chittagong Port.

A copy of the fax message
was also sent to Chittagong
port, which the Vietnamese
company dubbed an "un-
civilised port” and “irresponsi-
ble" in handling the matters
relating to port complexity.

Earlier, the Food Depart-

See page 11 Col 5

Students block
traffic on

Dhaka-Aricha Rd

SAVAR, July 27: Students of
Gano Biswabidyalaya put up
barricade on Dhaka-Aricha
highway this evening to press
home their demands, including
full time appointment of VC,
Pro-VC and deans, reports UNB.

The road communication
between Dhaka and Aricha re-
mained suspended till writing
of this report at 9:30 pm.

Earlier, the students staged a
sit-in demonstration at the en-
trance of the campus from 10
am to 4 pm.

See page 11 Col 5

Anti- govt‘ demonst

rations

across country Aug 3

Khaleda announces on concluding day of road march

MYMENSINGH, July 27: The
three-day road march of BNP in
the greater Mymensingh region
ended today with party chief
Khaleda Zia announcing that
there would be anti-government
demonstrations across the
country on August 3.

At a public rally at the Ne-
trakona district headquarters
this afternoon, the BNP chair-
person said, "People will bring
out processions and hold public
rallies across the country on
that day to protest against the
government failure to provide
electricity, improve law and or-
der and control price hike of the
essentials.”

During the three-day road.
march that began at Uttara of
the capital city on Sunday

From Nurul Kabir

Khaleda Zia, accompanied by
some 3,000 party leaders and
activists, attended 26 public
m:etingése;n six districts of the
region, ides, she addressed a
large number of roadside gath-
erings. A motorcade of some
400 cars, jeeps and buses trav-
eled more than 500 miles on the
occasion.

Addressing the gatherings,
the BNP chairperson and
Leader of the Opposition in
Jatiya Sangsad spoke on a
number of national and local
issues that included the state of
national economy, agriculture,
management ol natural re-
sources, industrialisation, edu-
cation, law and order and Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts Treaty with
Chakma leaders, Ganges Water

Sharing Treaty with India and
the quality of governance by the
ruling Awami League in general.
Hundreds of people includ-
ing women and children were
seen waiting for hours to wel-
come the former prime minis-
ter at all the venues, while at
some places people along the
roads showered on her paddy
sheaf, the election sfmgul of
ﬂleAEIIFNP.
guing that the government
of Sheikh Hasina hgas alread
failed in all the sectors, she told
the gatherings that it was now
the responsibility of every citi-
zen to be vocal against the AL
for the sake of protecting the in-
terest of individuals in particu-
lar and the nation in general.

See Page 12 Col 2

40pc either smoke

More than 40 percent of the

residential students studying in

higher educational institutions
in Dhaka city are habituated to
tobacco and addicted to various
types of drugs includin
cannabis, sleeping pills an
phensidyl.

This was revealed in a year-
long survey conducted by a non-

government organisation (NGO)

under the programme ‘Preva-
lence and patterns of substance
abuse among residential stu-
dents of higher educational in-
stitutions in Dhaka city’.

The anti-drug organisation,
LIFE that conducted the sunfay
also found that among the ad-
dicted students, the percentage
of males is alarmingly higher

By Ripon Baig

at 55.2 while female addicts are
7.6. The survey was done by Dr.
Rejuan Hossain Bhuiyan, As-
sistant Professor of Gengaph}r
and Environment at Dhaka
Dr. Abul Hasnat
eneral secretary of

public health epi-

University,
Milton,
LIFE an

demiologist and Dr. Muhibul
Abrar, technical officer, qual-

ity assurance of Pathfinder In-
ternational — an international
NGO.

There are 32 male hostels
and 12 female hostels in Dhaka
city and the total number of
student residents is 20,681. The
investigators conducted their
survey in all the residential
halls and detected that those
aged 20-23 years are more in-

makes them pick u
smoking and
several drugs,
ther noted.

Students involved in politics
indulge more in drug abuse

or are addicted, survey says

volved in substance abuse.

"This is the age in when sub-
stance abuse is found to be more
prevalent among the youth

Eﬂpulaunn in countries like In-
ia,
Canada,” Dr, Milton said in the
report. The tyfbical vitality of
youth culture,

majority norms and better abil-

Pakistan, Nepal and

ow exposure to

ity to experiment an innovative
e style are the important fac-
tors in this age group that
tobacco
%t. addicted to
r Milton, fur-

Tobacco is the most com-

monly used substance in the
residential halls. More than 55

See page 11 Col 7
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