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blow for Saudis

Abdelsatar Sabry worked a fine
one-two before rounding goal-
keeper Jose Carlo Fernandez
an iving the Africans an
early lead. -

But after 20 minutes the Bo-
livians squared the match
when Limberg Gutierrez
equalised with a brilliantly-

14 The Daily Stur -

Players warned
over sledging

LONDON, July 26 (Internet
report): Match referee Peter Van
Der Merwe will speak with cap-
tains, coaches and umpires be-
fore the third Test against New
Zealand at Old Trafford over
the use of verbals."

England's batsmen were

iven'plenty ol advice by New
aland's bowlers during the

After 62 minutes Hamzah
Falata finally gave the Saudis
reason to be cheerful winning a
penalty which was duly-con-
verted by Nawaf Al Temyat.

But it did not take long for
the Mexicans to reestablish
that three-goal margin and a
Rafael Garcia freekick after 67
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Atherton's
timely knock

LONDON, July 26 (AFP/
Reuters): Former England
captain Mike Atherton's un-
beaten 95 steered Lancashire
Lightning to a four-wicket win
against Hampshire Hawks on
Sunday and give a timely re-
minder to the England selec-
tors.

With England ecaptain

Nasser Hussain doubtful for the |

third Test against New Zealand
at Old Trafford in two weeks'
time because of a broken finger,
Atherton could be the man to
step in and steady the ship fol-

lowing defeat in the second |

Test.

Atherton ensured Lan-
cashire's fifth win of the Na-
tional League season came at
Southampton by driving Peter
Hartley through the covers for
the winning boundary with four

LONDON;, July 26:
Captain Stephen
Fleming u New
Zealand's . poor
record.  against

L3y

et I d as a mo-
tivating factor in pushing them
lowards their first-ever Test

victory at Lord's yesterday, .

reports Reuters.

New Zealand's nine-wicket
win in the second Test, with a
day to spare, was the country's
first success at Lord's in 13
Tests, and only their fifth vie-
tory against England at any
venue in 80 matches.

"Our history is something
that's important to us and we've
used that as motivation,” Flem-
ing said. "In 70 years of Tests
we've only (previously) achieved
two Test wins in England and
one series win, So for us to win
at the home of cricket is quite
emotional."

Fleming felt the difference

Bative. T o o
"We kept our foot on their
throat.,” he said. "If we'd had to
chase 150 or 200 to win it would
have been pretty tasty, so there
was a bit of anxiety at the start
of the day, but we kept getting
wickets at just the right time.”

Fleming said his players
were astonished when Eng-
land’'s last man Phil Tufnell
was given not out to a catch at
slip after the third umpire was
given only one e to study on
the television replay.

He said: "They've got 23 cam-
eras and only one shot was
used. We probably looked a bit
rude walking off but we were so
adamant it was out. But there
was nothing. personal. Phil
Tufnell was entitled to stand
there. We have some emotional
players, but there was no per-

- sonal abuse of anyone."”

The match referee. South
African Peter van der Merwe. is
expected to remind both teams

ng boundary
at Lord's on July 25 against England. This was the 'Black Caps' first victory at the home of cricket.

Hzistory inspired Kiwis
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by Matthew Bell
— AFP photo

who their captain will be for
that game. Nasser Hussain, who
broke a finger while fielding on
Saturday. assessed his chances
ot being fit as "50-50."

The England selectors will
consider other options at their
meeting next Saturday, which
include recalling former cap-
tain Michael Atherton on his
home ground.

Atherten has been suffering
from back trouble this season
which has restricted his ap-

earances for Lancashire and
ept him out of the England
reckoning.

Hussain said: "These things
usually take two or three weeks
and [:don't want lo miss any
games if at all possible.”

Hussain said England would

- need to improve their batting to

win the four-match series,

‘which is now level 1-1;

‘It was a poor performance,”
he added. "We were always pay-
ing for not putting a good score

baitin

game

- expected to take any further ac-
tion. '

Hussain said, ""TV cameras are
picking it up. I have no problem
with it. It doesn't affect my bat-
ting, it probably spurs me on a
little bit, and meost of it is said
in jest.

the New Zealand boys. It's all
tongue-in-cheek, there's noth-
ing too personal said.

ample. It seems to be part of the
game and if someounr lells the
players to stop it then they have
got to stop

Stephen Fleming added, "There
was nothing personal.

players like Dion Nash and
Chris Cairns who enter into a
gamesmanship type of sce-
nario, but certainly there's no
personal abuse at anyone in-
volved.

[ don't want to be heavy-handed
on anyone showing emotion."

Donald, Kirsten
allowed a break

(AFP):
cricketers Allan Donald and
(Gary Kirsten have been excused
from the quadrangular limited-
overs cricket tournament in
Nairobi at the end of Septem-
ber. the United Cricket Board
(UCB]) said Monday. '

leave of absence to wrap up his
benefit season at Warwickshire
and Kirsten to enjoy his hon-
eyinoon, the SAPA news agency
reported here.

lowing triangular series against
England and Zimbabwe
South Africa will allow selec-
tors "ample opportunity to look
at a few of our fringe players,”
UCB managing director Ali
Bacher said.

Some players see verbal
as part and parcel of the
ut Van Der Merwe is not

England captain Nasser

"Most of us had a drink with

"But 1 think it sets a bad ex-

it."

New - Zealand =skipper

"We have some emotional

"I don't kill the emotion and

JOHANNESBURG, July 26
Top South African

‘Donald has been granted

Their absence and the fol-

in

South African sportin

~ Cup

MEXICO CITY, July 26:

Cuauhtemoc Blanco scored four

goals as host nations Mexico
whipped Saudi Arabia 5-1 to
take a firm grip of group A..
Earlier Egypt had held Bolivia
2-2in the opening match of the
gmug in the Confederations
ere Sunday, reports AFP.

MEXICO-SAUDI
ARABIA

Blanco was the star in a
game in which he had promised
at least one goal to his son,
Cuauhtemoc Jr, who celebrated
his birthday on Sunday.

It only took Blanco, hugely
impressive in the recent Co
America, 10 minutes to make
the breakthrough, beating
Saudi keeper Mohammad Al
Deayea with ease with not a de-
fender in sight.

Just ei
Manuel Abundis took a corner
and an unmarked Blanco rose
to bury a header in the Saudi
net.

The host nation killed the
match as a competitive event
after 21 minutes with Abundis
again taking advantage of a
reticent Saudi defence running
forward before picking his spot
and scoring with a long-range
effort.

t minutes later Jose

That brought cries of "cinco”
(five) from the partisan 80,000
Mexican crowd and 10 minutes
later their wish would be
granted.

Once again it was courtesy of
Blanco's head although on this
occasion it was substitute Jesus
Arellano who was the provider
;.vith a cross from the right by-
ine.

There were no more goals
with Mexico easing up in the

_ later stages but the team was

greeted with a standing ovation
- and of course the famous Mex-
ican wave - at the end of pro-
ceedings.

It was a hugely impressive
Ferfnrmance from Mexico who
inished third in the recent
Copa America and puts them
top of what is the easier of the
two groups. = :

Qualification already looks
a formality with only matches
with Bolivia and Egypt to come.

“ Our crowd deserved satis-
faction. We did not play a good
game but but we played to win,”
said Mexican coach Manuel Ld-
puente. " It was a well faught
g?me but we knew how to han-

& it

BOLIVIA -EGYPT

It was Egypt who took the
lead after only seven minutes.

inated in the group stages of the
Copa America earlier this
month, then took control, even-
tually seizing the lead five min-
utes belore the interval.

It was Reny Ribera who made:
the breakthrough with a shot
from the right edge of the
penalty area.

But Egypt levelled the score
after 62 minutes with what
proyed to be the last goal of the
match when Yasser Radwan
struck a left-footed shot from
30 metres,

Bolivia boss Hector Veira in-
troduced Marco Etcheverry for
Guttierez with 20 minutes re-
maining but the talented mid-
fielder was unable to conjure up
a winner for the Latin Ameri-

Cans.
STANDINGS

Group points tables in Con-
federations Cup after games
played on Sunday:

Group A _

Team P W D LG GAPis
Mexico Pl 0 OF B XS
Bolivia 1 & ¥ =i el )
Egypt 1 0 1 0 2 2 1
Saudi Arabia'1 0 0 1 1 5 0
Group B

Brazil 1. D 0 4 0 '3
UnitedStates 1 1 0 0 2 1 3
NewZealand 1 0 0 1 1 2 0
Germany 1 0 01 0 4 0O

balls remaining.

Atherton showed no sign of
his injury problems as he
watched six teammates come
and go before lan Austin helped
him gather the 17 runs needed
from the last two overs to con-
demn Hampshire to their sixth
defeat.

aampshire had only man-
aged a moderate 210 for seven
with Ian Austin taking two for
40. '

codes, especially cricket an
rugby, have been criticised for
not including more black play-
ers in national squads and have
pledged to promote strive for
racial balance in their selec-
tion,

The UCB on Monday intro-
duced its new six-man selection
panel  which includes South
Africa's first black cricket se-
lector, Gerald'MajolaZfrom the

Eastern Broviace..s » = .
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BEAUTI#UL “BLANCO: Ace Mexican striker Cuauhtemoc Blanco (R) is ecstatic after
scoring his fourth goal against Saudi Arabia in the Confederations' Cup at Mexico City on
July 25, — AFP photo
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T
]

on the board in the first in-
nings. All credit to New
Zealand, but we'll pick our-
selves up. Our heads are not go-
ing down."

Shock ing England upsets Botham

of the need for restraint when
he meets the two captains be-

- fore the third Test at Old Traf-
ford startinf on August 5, .
England still do not know

between their performance in
the first Test at Edgbaston,
where they lost by seven wick-
ets, and that at Lord's was that
they did not surrender the ini-
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Jacques Kallis' long-awaited i : = i) Majola = joins * cricdketing_ ‘LONDON ~July 26 +tidn; application and resolvd - "Our heads are nol going
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pointed. land’s captainto 45 while Chris Read weighed in  our problems and when we lose

rye a one Test.

wickets as the Kiwis' makeshift at the

the Welsh side claimed a 71-run |

win over Surrey Lions in the
Second Division.

Kallis' 155 was the highest
individual score by any Glam-
organ batsman in one-day
league cricket-beating Matthew
Maynard's 132 which was also
a%ainst Surrey in 1997 — and
Glamorgan's 294 for four was
their highest total in league
cricket,

Michael Cawdron came [from
nowhere to blow away War-
wickshirer Bears and sel
Gloucestershire Gladiators up
for a thrilling First Division
win at Cheltenham.

The 24-year-old right-armer
took four for 17 in eight overs.

Then the Gladiators scram-
bled past Warwickshire's 198
for eiﬁht with one ball to spare
and three wickets in hand.

A century stand by Neil
smith and Dominic Ostler had
rescued Warwickshire, who at
one stage were 66 for four,

Bul Gloucestershire pair
Mark Ali Alleyne (49 n.o.) and
Jack Russell upped the tempo
and Alleyne hit the winning six
off Ashley Giles.

Yorkshire Phoenix lost the
leadership of the first division
when they went down to Kent
Spitfires by three wickets at
Scarburnugﬂ.

England's oné-da all-
rounder Alan Ealham pP;I.}FEd a
key role in a low-scoring match
by taking three for 29 with his
medium pacers and hitting 34
not out.

Julian Thompson had ear-
lier taken three for 16 in nine
overs before Yorkshire were
rescued by a stand of 94 from
Anthony McGrath and Richard
Harden.

Marcus Trescothick's Sun-
day-best 110 was not enough to
preserve Somerset Sabres' 100
per cent record.

Trescothick ‘who lashed
three sixes and 11 fours. made
his runs out of a Somerset total
of 218 which Middlesex passed

with Eiﬁht wickets and 5.5 overs’

in han

It was second-placed Somer-
set's first defeat in eight games
in the second division, in which
leaders Sussex Sharks also
went down for the first time in
nine games.

Northampionshire Steel-
backs beat Derbyshire Scorpi-
ons by seven runs at Derby but
were worried by a twisted ankle

suffered by captain Mathew
Hayden. ~

Skipper Jason Gallian and
all-rounder Chris Tolley put a
firm brake on Sussex Sharks'
charge towards promotion by
setting up an emphatic victory
for Nottinghamshire outlaws.

Former England batsman
Gallian struck a fine unbeaten
century as Notts posted a re-
spectable 246 for four in perfect
batting conditions.

And then Tolley claimed
four for 38 as Sussex suffered
their first defeat of the cam-

paign.

|

And now the pundits who
talked up the revival are the
biggest critics.

After slumping to a nine-
wicket loss Sunday, which pave
New Zealand their first ever
Teo vicwory at Lord's, even Ian
Botham — one of English crick-
et's icons said he was
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IAN BOTHAM

ashamed to be English.

In a column in Monday's
tabloid Mirror newspaper,
Botham said: "England's disas-
ter at Lord's ranks as one of
their worst-ever showings."

‘It was so bad, I felt ashamed
to be English," he added.

Writing about England's
record of one win in their last
10 Tests at Lord's, Botham said
England has "had some pretty
awful displays at headquarters
but I reckon this debacle caps
them all.”
. Monday's newspapers were
liled with even more doom and
gloom about English cricket
than they were last month
when the national team — and
tournament host — slum out
ol the World Cup in the first
round.

The Daily Mail's backpage
headline described the England
leam as "Masochists.”" On the
inside p;fes the paper's head-
line stated: "England reduced to
a new low."

The Express newspaper
summerised the entire match in
a headline: "Crocked, beaten,
confused and full of holes — it's
a cit;lstru he."-

adjoinin hotograph
showed rng:ukie Eﬁglipsh hatgsmgn
Aftab Habib sitting cross-legged
on the ground with his hands
joined in front of his face
apparently praying for help. He
might need some after scoring
1, 6 and 19 in his first three in-
ternational innings.

_New Zealand's unexpected
triumph earned a few compli-
 Both of |

am was full raise for
the Black Caps. 4y

"The Kiwis thoroughly out-
pPlayed England,” he said. "They
showed them. basically, what
good old-fashioned cricket is

bowling attack skittled England
for 186. Inspired by a century
from opener Matt Horne, New
Zealand replied with 358 for a
first-innings lead of 172,
England was bowled out for
229 in their second innings and
New Zealand eclipsed the vic-
tory target of 59 in 90 minutes

LORD'S TRAUMA

Here's how England have
erformed in their last 10
ests at the home of cricket

(one win, three draws, six de-
feats):

June '92 : Two-wicket loss

to Pakistan.

June '93 : 62-run loss to
Australia.
June
Zealand.

July '94 : 356-run loss to

South Africa.
June '95 : 72-run win over
‘West Indies.

June '96 : Draw vs. India.

July '96 : 164-run loss to
akistan.

'94: Draw vs New

June '97 : Draw vs. Aus-
tralia,
. June '98 : 10-wicket loss to
South Africa,

July '99 : Nine-wicket loss
to New Zealand.

Cuba, USA top
Pan Am table

WINNIPEG, Manitoba, July
26: 1t's beginning to look like a
regular Pan American Games —
with the United States and Cuba
alone 'on top of the medals
table, reports AP, |

Both countries won nine
gold medals each and pulled
away by themselves in their
iraditional quadrennial battle
for Pan Am supremacy.

Bernard Williams and
Johnny Gray led the American
charge, with victories in the
high-profile 100 and 800 metres
in athletics.

Ivan Pedroso's victory in the
long _]—ll.ll'l;f led the way for Cuba,
whic so took six titles in
Greco-Roman wrestling.

Williams ended a 12-year
drought for the United States in
the Pan Ams premier sprint,
winning in 10.08 seconds, only
02 seconds off the Games'
record. :

But the most exciting event
of the evening was the 800,
when the 39-year-old Gray out-
dueled and outleaned a 12-year-
younger Norberto Tellez of Cuba
to win the 800 by two hun-
dredths of a second in a Games
record 1 minute, 45.38 seconds.

“The publi¢ dwells in your
head that you're too old and
you're supposed to believe it,"
Gray said. "I don't. To have held
:‘:llf Ehe way | did today shows

at.”

Mexico's women also

" claimed a pair of golds on the

track. Anna Guevara won the
400 in 50,91 and Adriana Fer-

nandez took the 5.000 in
15:56.57.

round since 1931; lev-
elled the current four-Test se-
fes b=l

England, with Nasser Hus-
sain taking. over from Alec
Stewart as captain and with two
rookies in the lineup. won the
opening Tesl at Edgbaslon, by

seven wickets.

But now the selectors age un-
der extreme pressure to come up
with an unbeatable lineup for
the third Test starting at Old
Trafford on Aug. 5. Some old
faces are certain to be recalled. «

The major concern is over
Hussain, who broke his finger
in _the field Saturday and
couldn't bat in England's second
innings. He is ected to miss
the third Test, leaving the cap-
taincy up for grabs, :

Although Hussain plans to
have his say in the next selec-
tion meeting.

"It was a poor performance
at Lord's — it comes down to in-
dividuals and individuals' re-
sponsibility,” he said.

"Our heads are not going
down. we mustn't get too high or
too low. When we beat New
Zealand we must not get too
high thinking we've solved all
our problems and when we lose
we mustn't think it's the end of
the world and England are rub-
bish again."

Brusnikina completed a syn-
chronised swimming treble yes-
terday and a second pair of
long-distance and diving victo-
ries enabled Russia to sweep all
three titles for the second con-
secutive day at the European
swimming Championships, re-
ports Reuters.

golds in three days when she led
the Russian team to victory in
the synchro team event after
winning the solo on Friday and
retaining the duet title with
Maria Kisseleva on Saturday.

prise — the former Soviet Union
and Russia have won every
ropean synchro title in the
1990s.

with seven of the eight golds

contested in the first four days

of the Championships, with

Vera lliyna taking the women's

three-metre springboard and

Olga Gusseva the women's 25
kms open-water race on Sun-

day, 24 hours after Dmitry

Sautin had won the men's plat-

form diving,

Brusnikina
brilliant

ISTANBUL; July 26: Olga

Brusnikina made it three

This came as no great sur-

Eu-

The Russians ended the day
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LEARN FROM THE LEGEND: Soécer idol “Franz
Beckenbauer showing ball controlling to tiny tots at the
"Oasis del Nino" orphanage in Queretero, Mexico on July

25. Beckenbauer is accompanying the German Confede-
[ rations' Cup squad.

insist he has a major say in the
selection for the next Test
squad, even if he is not involved
as a player.

Hussain's fractured right
middle finger, sustained during
fielding on the third day of Eng-
land's nine wicket second Test
defeat at Lord's, is likely to side-
line him for the next meetin
with New Zealand at Old Traf-
‘ford on August 5.

Bul he intends the line-up to
be very much his choice when
he sits down with fellow selec-
tors David Graveney, Mike Gat~
ting and Graham Gooch next
weekend for whalt is expected to
be a longer than usual meeting
following the disappointment
of Lord's. '

“I'will have as much say as |
can with this next Test side,
stressed Hussain, who plans to
be with the team in Manchester
even if he fails to recover in
time to take his place.

"It was a poor performance
al Lord's and it's one thing me
going in and saying things, but
all it is words. It comes down to
individuals and individuals' re-
sponsibility for batting for long
periods of time.

"l know they are good play-
ers who have done it in the past.
They can do it again, it's just
making sure theyre in the right
mental state and have the right
preparation and that's got to
come down to the individual all
the way down."

Hussain's frustration as he
watched from the pavilion bal-
cony was obvious as England,
resuming on the fourth day still
65 behind on 107 for four, fi-
nally discovered determina-

with a composed 37 in a 78-run
seventh wicket partnership
which propelled England to a
second innings total of 229 and
a slender lead of 57.

It was not enough to give the
tourists the jitters, who com-

o

USSAIN

" NASSER H

pleted their victorv stroll in

Just 90 minutes to level the se-
ries at 1-1 with two to go, but
Hussain is confident the same
set of players can do the job and
will speak on their behalf at
next weekend's meeting.

"It's obviously going to be a
longer selection meeting than
the last one," said Hussain.
"These are %{}Ud players and I
will be fully behind tg'em.

we mustn't think it's the end of
the world and England are rub-
bish again.

'It's going to be a gradual
task to get better, but I will sit
down with the selectors and go
through each individual and see
if by bringing someone else in -
we will make the side stronger.”

Hussain also wants a say in
his successor, if one is needed,
as captain at Old Trafford,
stressing: "I don't believe some-
one who hasn't played Test
cricket or very little Test
cricket should come in and be
captain,

"The bottom line with any
captain is that they must score
runs or take wickets or whet-
ever they do because that is
what leads. That is why Graham
Gooch was a good captain and
when Michael Atherton got 185
at Johannesburg that was him
leading by example.

"The person who comes in
and does it must be someone the
players look up to and respect
and that's why I left Graham
Thorpe in charge when I went
off - Td like us to pick 11 players
and then see who is going to
captain from that." '

He added, "I know it sounds
strange, but [ don't think a loss
at this stage of my captaincy
will do any harm at all - all it
shows is that there is a lot of
work to do.

"When you keep winning ])Jruu
think everything's rosy, but
there are still areas we must
improve on and we'll be looking
at that and discussing it as se-
lectors and getting our minds
right as to how to improve those
areas.”

— AFP photo
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4 BERLIN, July 26
FIFA president
Joseph. Blatter,
although a long
way off retirg-
ment, made public
the man he wants to see take
over the top job in football -
Kaiser Franz Beckenbauer, re-
ports AFP.

"He can move mountains.”
was Blatter's appraisal of Bay-
ern Munich president Becken-
bauer's capabilities.

‘Franz loves football. He
takes as much enjoyment out of

a minor game as a big match. I .

don't think there are many peo-
gle in this world with his aura,

is charisma,” added the Swiss
SOCCEr Supremo.

Blatter, in an interview with
German daily Die Welt, made
clear that despite his backing
for Beckenbauer he has no in-
tention of vacating the post he
teok over last year. 1

“I've always considered that
the FIFA president should serve
a maximum of two terms. That
goes for me too. So my presi-
dency will last a maximum of
another seven years when 1'll be

70"
Blatter reiterated his back-

ing for Africa as hosts for the

2006 World Cup.

“I've nothing against a World
Cup in Germany. But [ think
that in the case of building soli-
darity between peoples the Cup
should now go to Africa for the
first time."

Countries lined up against
South Africa and Germany to
stage the 2006 Cup are England,
Morocco and Brazil, with a de-
cision due by FIFA in March
next year.

- Blatter has had something of
a baptism of fire in his first
vear as FIFA boss since his con-
troversial election last summer,
having to deal with a protest at
this month's FIFA congress in
Los Angeles by the Asian
delegation, the 2002 World Cu
hosts upset at the number o
places they have been given.

A furious Blatter, caught un-
awares, is mulling over what

action to take after the Asian -

football federation members
staged an embarrassing walk
out.

"It's a disgrace," he said

Blatter’s choice

Asian protest.

"FIFA as an institution can-
not give in to this kind of pres-
sure. If we do that, we will die as
an institution It is an unhappy
event. More than that: shame-
ful," he added.

DC Gold Cup

SOCCEI

MANIKGANJ, July 26: The
Dhaka Divisional Commis-
sioner's Gold Cup football tour-
nament began yesterday at
Shaheed Miraj-Tapan Stadium,
reports BSS.

The Deputy Commissioner,
Manikganj inaugurated the
tournament.

A total of six teams from six
districts — Dhaka, Narayan-
ganj, Gazipur, Narsingdi, Mun-
shiganj and Manikganj — are
taking part in the tournament.

Dhaka District Eleven de-
feated Munshiganj District
Eleven 1-0 goal in the inaugural
match.



