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Baby -stolen
from Munshiganj
Sadar hospital

MUNSHIGANJ, July 24: An
11-day old baby girl was stolen
by a woman child-lifter from
the outdoor of the Sadar Hospi-
tal here on Thursday, reports
BSS.

According to family and
hospital sources, Nazma Be-
gum, wife of Elias Bepari of
Khaskandi under Sadar thana
went to hospital for treatment
of her ailment. When she was
waiting at the outdoor com-
gnund with her baby girl, a

urga-clad woman sat by her
and started conversing with
her. Nazma, at one stage, went
to toilet leaving her daughter in
care of the unknown woman.

But after returning from toi-
let she found that the woman
had left the place with her
baby. Hospital authority was
immediately informed of the
matter which was also reported
to the police.

The stolen baby could
not be traced so far.;

Govt urged to
restore: 72

constitution
By DU Correspondent

Bangladesh Chhatra Jubo
Okiya Parishad (BCJOP) yester-
day demanded of the govern-
ment to restore the constitution
of 1972 and cancel the Vested
Property Law immediately,

The demand came from a
discussion organised by BCJOP
on the occasion of its 10th
foundation anniversary at TSC
of Dhaka University.

Chairman of the Muktijud-
her Chetana Basjtabayon and
National Coordination Com-
mittee Syed Hasan [mam was
the chief guest at the function
presided over by BCJOP presi-
dent Advocate Sottendra Chan-
dra Vokta.

Hasan Imam emphasised the
restoration of the constitution
for the greater interest and
unity of the country. He also
urged all to shun communal
feelings and attitudes.

Demanding cancellation of
the Vested Property Law imme-
diate. Dr Nim Chandra
Bhoumik of 'Hindu-Bouddha
and Christian Parishad’ urged
to stop religious discrimina-
tions for appointing govern-
ment servants.

A colourful rally was also
brought out on the DU campus
in the morning on the oceasion,
said a press release.

FFs urged to
launch movement

against govt
By Staff Correspondent

Speakers at a meeting yes-
terday called upon the freedom
fighters to launch a movement

against the government for -

what they said freedom fighters
are not secure under the present
regime,

They criticised the govern-
ment for not trying the killers
and collaborators of '71 after
passing three years in power.

They were addressing a mee-
ting organised by Bangladesh
Muktijoddah Sangsad, Central
Co-ordination Council at its
office in the city. The meeting
was addressed among others by
* Sadek Ahmed Khan, Secretary
of the Council, Syed Ali Bashar,
Saidur Rahman, Nasimuddin
Ahmed, Badshah Miah, Nazmul
Hugq Tara, Mohammad Jalal
Master and Motiur Rahman BP.
The meeting was chaired by
Ishtiaq Aziz Ulfat, Co-ordi-
nator of the council.

Brain diseases

'‘Gamma Knife
can reduce risk
of death'

By Staff Correspondent

Experts at a seminar yester-
day said 'Gamma Knife' can re-
duce the risk of death of pa-
tients suffering from brain dis-
eases, without cutting the skull.

They termed Gamma Knife
as a sophisticated machine for
treating brain diseases and said
although it is named Gamma
Knife, but it uses gamma rays
instead of conventional surgi-
cal knife.

"The gamma rays are used in
such a way that the highest con-
ceniration of radiation is di-
rected at the diseased part of the
brain to heal." one expert said.

The seminar was organised
by Neuro-science Institute (NI}
and sponsored by Singapore
Gamma Knife Centre (SGKC) at
a local hotel. It was addressed
by Dr Yeo Tseng Tsai. Medical
Director of SGKC and Dr Lee
Kim Shang, Consultant. Radia-
tion Oncologist of SGKO, Prof
AQM Badruddoza Chowdhury,
Chairman of Governing Body of
NI and B Chowdhury Welfare
Trust and Dr Md Golam Mohi-
uddin;

A full course treatment of a
‘brain tumour costs about
17,000 Singapore dollars.

“Usually patients need not to
stay at the centre and they can
even go for sight seeing after
having the gamma ray treat-
ment,” Dr Lee Kim Shang said.

“The Gamma Knife treat-
ment method uses a very low
radiation which is not injuri-
ous for patients,” he said.

To install a gamma ray ma-
chine, it costs about 2.5 million
US dollars. The latest version,
however, costs more, experts
said.

The experts said Bang-
ladeshi patients suffering from
brain diseases can avail the
treatment facilities at SGKC.
The centre would provide a
handsome discount for
Bangladeshi patients, an offi-
cial of the B Chowdhury Welfare
Trust said.

Use modern tech
in fish farming,
says Hasina

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday siressed on
massive campaign, training
and motivational programmes
to achieve self-sufficiency in
fish production, reports UNB.

"To acquire desired devel-
opment in fisheries sector, di-
rect peoples’ participation. in
production and marketing is
essential side by side with in-
novation of agpmpriate tech-
nologies and their proper appli-
cation,"
said in a message on the eve of
the Fisheries Week '99 begin-
ning today.

Hasina said fish is one of the
major sources of animal pro-
tein. The sector has been con-
tributing a lot in creating em-
ployment opportunities for the
unemployed and poor people as

well as in the advancement of

country's socio-economic de-
velopment.

Terming the fisheries sector
d prospective one, Hasina said
it is possible to export huge fish
after meeting local demand
through fish culture and farm-
ing by using modern technolo-

gies.

Memorial plaque
unvetled at DU
Jagannath Hall

By DU Correspondent

A memorial plaque con-
structed at the Jagannath Hall
of Dhaka University after the
name of Joyduip Datt Choud-
hury Bappi, a leader of Bang-
ladesh Chhatra League [(BCL)
was unveiled yesterday.

Bappi, a Masters degree stu-
dent of the Department of Mass
Communication and Journal-
ism of the university was
gunned down at Jagannath Hall
on January 21, '95 following an
intra—gart}r feud in the ruling
party backed student organisa-
tion Bangladesh Chhatra
League.

'On the oceasion, BCL organ-
ised a rally at the hall which
was addressed among others by
its president Bahadur Bepari
and general secretary Ajay Kar
Khokon and leaders, Balaram
Podder, Sujit Ray Nondi, Sajjad
Hossain and im.

At the rally, the BCL leaders
condemned for the murder and
demanded exemplary punish-
ment to those responsible for
the Killing.

BFUJ, DUJ
condole death of
Ahmed Humayun

Leaders of Bangladesh Fed-
eral Union of Journalists
(BFUJ} and Dhaka Union of
Journalists (DUJ) have ex-
pressed their deep sorrow at the
death of eminent journalist
Ahmed Humayun, reports BSS,

Abdul Kalam Azad and
Akhtar Ahmed Khan. President
and Secrctary General respec-
tively of BFUJ and Altaf Mah-
mud and Rokeya Kamal, Presi-
dent and Acting General Secre-
lary respectively of DUJ in a

-Joint statement condoled the

death of Humayun, a press re-
lease said. They also conveved
their sympathy to the members
of the bereaved family and
prayed for the departed soul.

Meanwhile BFUJ and DUJ
have jointly convened a meet-
ing on July 31 to condole the
death of Humayun.

Ahmed Humayun

laid to rest
By Staff Correspondent

The mortal remains of
Ahmed Humayun, a senior edi-
tor and columnist, were laid to
rest at Uttara graveyard yester-
day after Zohr prayers.

Earlier, his namaj-e-janaza
was held at the Uttara mosque
which was attended by a large
number of his friends, col-
leagues and relations.

The former editor of the now
defunct Dainik Bangla who
continued as a columnist writ-
ing his last piece a day before he
was admitted to the BSMR Uni-
versity Hospital after suffering
a massive heart attack on
Wednesday. |

Ahmed Humayun, who was
63, left behind his wife and two
sons, one of whom Iraz Ahmed
is a staffl reporter of the daily
Manab Jamin.

Among those who attended
the namaj-e-janaza included
KG Mostafa, ABM Musa, Tawfig
Aziz Khan, Mahbub Alam, Gias
Kamal Choudhury, Reazuddin
Ahmed, Gofran Ahmed, Shaha-
dat Choudhury, Anis Ahmed,
Zahirul Hug, Ruhul Amin Gazi,
MA Aziz and Shehab Ahmed.

Officers Club
apex body

By Staff Correspondent

Rhandakar Rashidul Hugq,
Chairman, Bangladesh Hand
Loom Board and Mohammad
Nurul Alam, Additional Inspec-
tor General of police have been
elected vice-chairman of Offi-
cers Club Dhaka while M A
Razeq, joint secretary and pro-
ﬁct director of Primary and

ass Education Division was
elected its new general secre-
tary.

The result of the election was
declared last night, The election
was held on Friday after the
31st general meeting of the club.

Shajahan Majumder and
Ferdous Ara were elected as
joint secretary and Prof Kabir
Uddin Ahmed Majumder trea-
SUrer.

The other executive commit-
tee members are: M Akmal Hos-
sain, Quamrul Islam Siddiqui,
Monwar Hossain Chowdhury,
M A Jalil, Dr Tofail Ahmed,
Lutfur Rahman Talukdar, Dr
Mohammad Nurun Nabi,
Muhammad Nurul Alam, Abdur
Razzaq and AFM Matiur Rah-
marn.

the Prime Minister

Ist death anniversary observed

One year after Rubel's sad
demise due to police torture, his
family continues to suffer in
silence.

Ruble's father Abdur Rob
said, "I lost my piece of mind
but I want to see no more torture
by the police of any innocent."

Talking to The Daily Star
Rubel's father on the first an-
niversary of his son's death yes-
terday, Abdur Rob urged the
conscious citizens to make at-
tempts to further increase
awareness against police re-
pression on the innocent.

The family organised a mi-
lad mahfil and fed destitute af-
ter Jumma in remembrance of

| Rubel.

Rubel's father expressed his
gratitude to professional
gmuﬂs. the media and also
thanked several non-govern-
mental organisations includin
Manob Adhikar Sangstha an
Amnesty International who
came forward to highlight or
assist his son’'s case. He felt that
if lawyers community came
forward to focus on the case, it
would go a long way in curbing

| police repression.

He said those arrested in this
connection have engaged
renownied lawyers of the coun-
try while our case is being con-
ducted by government Public

| Prosecutor.

Shamim Reza Rubel, a BBA
student studying at the Inde-
pendent University was beaten
lo death in custody of the Detec-
tive Branch police on July 23
last year after he was picked up
from city's Siddheswari area.

The hearing of the case is
scheduled to start from July 27.

Rubel's father said if it hap-
pened to an educated person
what would halppen to the
common people of our country.

He further claimed “we are
Fajring tax for running a police
orce to ensurec{}eace in the so-
ciety. How could they indulge in
peace-breaking activities? This
is unthinkable."

"To effect a change we will to
have to fight against all odds
and conscious people would
have to come forward with all
support.

Six-year old Irfana, a stu-
dent of class one at Viqurun-
nessa School, skl believes that

Rubel's family still
suffering in silence

By Shaikh Nazrul Islam

her uncle Rubel went 1o Allah
and she carries his picture al-
ways inside her school-bag,

Abir, another niece of Rubel
believes that his uncle is stay-
ing in the sky. Little Abir has
o idea that his uncle would not
return home again.

Rubel's elder brother
Iftekhar Uddin said, “we are
missing such a member of our
family who had tremendous po-
tential. It is an irreparable loss.
rl;fiﬁ memory haunts us every-

A

FI le said police was still try-
ing to harass them. He men-
tioned Lthat one of his brothers
was caught in front of the FDC
at Kawranbazar recently. Later.

olice took his photograph
1anding him a bag of mari-
juana in a deliberate attempt.
alleged Htekhar.

Rubel's elder brother said
that a brother of AC Akram

once sent a person to meel their -

father but he refused 1o talk be-
cause we cannot agree to any
compromise'. Husband of
Mukuli Begum went to the
plaintiff's witnesses to influ-
ence them in favour of the ac-
cused, he alleged.

“An unwarranted death has
destroyed the whole family, my
mother took to bed after the in-
cident, we cannot forget his ab-
sence at all." eried the broken-
hearted brother.

_"We want police to act ini the
interest of the country and its
people, nothing else, he said.

Road march today

From Page |
end their day's programme be-
fore the Maghreb prayers. The
programmes would be peaceful,
they announnced,

As in the case of its Dhaka-
Panchagarh road march on
May 16-18. BNP has made il
binding on more than 300 top
leaders of the party and its
[ront organisations to partici-
pate in the march beginning to-
day.

Members of the party’s na-
tional standing committee,
council ol -advisors, national
exceutive conmniltee, MPs, pres-
idents and general secretaries
ol all front organisations have
been listed for the 3-day march.

Begum Zia will lead the
inarch from Azampur bus stand
Al Uttara at 9 am. She will ad-
tiress 26 public meetings in
seven districts of greater My-
mensingh and Gazipur during
the three-day programme. The
districts are : Gazipur, Tangail,
Jamalpur, Sherpur, Netrokona.
Rishoreganj and Myvmensingh.
. Today, she will address the
lirst public meeting at Mauna
chowrashta under Gazipur dis-
trict and then address meetings
at Valuka, Trishal and My-
mensingh sadar, Muktagaccha,
Madhupur and Dhanbari under
Tangail, Sharishabari and at
Jamalpur. ‘The convoy will re-
turn to Mymensingh town f{or
overnight halt.

The participants in the
miarch will stay two nights at
Mynmensingh and retursn to
Dhaka on the third day.

JI leaders and workers: led
by Ershad will begin the launch
march from Sadarghat termi-
nalat 9 am. The launch will

Mysterious death
From Page |

As she refused to do so. jail
guards were locked in a sculfle

with the family members. in-"

juring Angur's wife Jharna Be-
gum and his sisters Helena and
Hanuta.

After the. incident, jail au-
thorities contacted district ad-
miinistration and took initia-
live to perform autopsy of the
body. But. due to non-availabil-
ity of a magistrate, the body was
Kept in the jail till filing of this
report.

Meanwhile, Angur's family
members claimed that he was
in sound health till Friday af-
lterncon when his mother vis-
ited him in jail.

Jharna told the news agency
that she would seek legal action
against the jail authorities for
negligence to treatment of her
husband.

Body of Ahmed Humayun, an editor and columnist, is being taken away for burial after the

Namaj-e-Janaza at the Uttara Mosque yesterday,

—Star photo

pass through Hasnabad, Mun-
shiganj, Gazaria, Chandpur,
Barisal, Nalchiti, Jhalakati.
Hularhat, Morolganj, Inderhat.
Banoripara, Uzipur and termi-
nate at Muladi.

Ershad will address 13 pub-
lic meetings and some wayside
gatherings in four days.

Jamaat's march from Bogra
will pass through Siraj ganj, Ul-
lahpara, Bera., Pabna. Cha-
painwabganj and conclude at
Shibganj, where the party will
hold a public meeting.

I0J starts its march to Chit-
tagong from Purana Paltan at
10 am. Led by Moulana Azizul
Hag , the march will proceed
through Sonargaon, Daud-
kandi, Comilla. Maijdee,
Chowrnuhoni, Feni and termi-
nate at Laldighi maidan tomor-
row with a public meeting there.

Hasina
From: Page 1
agro-based industries, fruit and
vegelable processing units in
North Bengal and mentioned
government's special incentives
offiered for the agro based indus-
tries. ¥

She said the government has
also stopped Lhe desertification
process in North Bengal by real-
ising the legitimate share of the
Ganges water by signing a 30-
year lreaty with India.

Earlier in the morning the
Prime Minister unveiled the
plagque of 'RAJAN', a memorial
of Liberation War, near Rangpur
Cadet College. i

Sheikh Hasina, who came
here on a day's visit, went to the
Modern Crossing and unveiled
thie plague. built at a cost of Tk
15 lakh.

The memorial shows Father
of the Nation Bangabandhu
Sheikh Mujibur Rahman, mak-
ing his thunderous speech on
March 7. '

Toxic fertiliser

From Page 1

BADC godowns while the rest
was either used or had rotten
over the years:

The stock could not be de-
stroyed or dumped in the Ba
considering the environmenta
hazards, officials said.

An official of Bangladesh
Agriculture Development Cor-
poration (BADC) said the min-
istry had bought zine oxy-sul-
phate in 1991 ignoring the
BADC recommendation for im-
porting zinc sulphate.

President

From Page 1

malte his desire.”

A foreign ‘ministry official
said. "We have to work out the
modalities of a Presidential
visit and know about the prac-
tice and protocol after a deci-
sion is taken.”

Seniors officials in the
Ministry of Foreign - Affairs
also felt that the President
should travel abroad at least
occasionally, This will give
Bangladesh an image boosting
opportunity,

Former President Abdur
Rahman Biswas, during his
live-year tenure, paid an offi-
cial visit to Britain only to at-
tend celebrations marking the
20th anniversary of Victory in
Europe (VE). He also performe«l
Umrali.

Techno Vista

From page 12

orotsly to take on the global IT
market, so could Bangladesh.

Annisul Huq, Chairman of
TechnoVista and Mohamimadi
Group, said the newly launched
enterprise will offer state-of-
the-art IT solutions to busi-
nesses to base them on a solid
competitive edge.

tHe hoped that TechnoVista
would earn fame as leading
software exporter of the coun-

try.

From page 12 :

The five-year old son and the
three-year old daughter are
living with Nasrin's parents in
their village home. ;

Nasrin was living at Monir
Khan’s building in the Tan-
bazar brothel., There, she had
rented a house depositing Tk
45,000.

Most of her clients are from
Dhaka and Chittagong, and a
few select ones from Narayan-
ganj.

Besides being a sex worker.
Nasrin is also an accomplished
dancer and singer. “Latest
Hindi, Urdu and Bangla songs
are the lavourites of my clients,
My Ustaed is a popular TV and
radio artist. But I won't men-
ticn his name. 1 still take
lessons from him.”

Al times. she also drinks
liquor when her clients desired.

Nasrin declined to be pho-
tographed. Because, she ex-
plained, publication of her pic-
ture in the newspapers might
destroy her younger sister's
marriage that is in the offing.
"It would also reveal my secret
life. Everybody in my home
knows [ work for a garment fac-
tory.”

She regularly visits her
family which is run with her
earnings. At home, 1 have two
younger brothers, one studies in
class three and another in class
four, and a sister who studies in
class eight. I'm the lone earning
member of my family,” she
said, adding her father was
crippled in a road acecident. He
wds a baby-taxi driver.

Nasrin said her earnings
vary [rom Tk 1,000 to Tk 5,000,
4 day. Her house rent is Tk 190,
a day and her daily expenses Tk
BOO.

She was ran out of clients
since the Jesmin killing on
July 1. Now she is living on her
savings.

Unwilling to be rehabili-
tated, she said. "It would not be
possible for me to bear the ex-
penses of my larﬁe family if I
give up the sex trade. How much
can I earn if the government en-
gages me i another job? If I go
for rehabilitation, my secret
life will be exposed to my fam-
ily, relatives and others.”

“l wish no more woman
comes to this profession. It's
worse than hell. But we, who are
already in the business, have
reached a point of no return.”

N VY S e —

Tanbazar inmates

Rehana Parvin, 30, was born
in the Tanbazar brothel. Her
mother was also a sex worker.,
The mother now lives in
Dhaka. Parvin bears the ex-
{JE]]SES of her mother and her
Parvin's] two sons, born in
brothels. Her children are
studying at a Mirpur school.
Their father is a big business-
man of Mirpur, “The father is a
good soul. He sometimes visits
the two sons and my mother
takes care of my children.”

Parvin fell in love with one
of her clients, Jalil, a small
trader of Mymensingh. They
married five years ago. In My-
mensingh, they lived for two

ears. She had to give her hus-

and four decimals of land she
owned at Kashipur. colour TV,
VCR, cassette player, and a cash
of Tk 20,000 as dowry.

The husband used to beat her
and one day drove her away.
"My husband often blamed me
for being an ex-prostitute and
regularly tortured me inhu-
manely. Forced out of the
house, at one point, [ had no op-
tion but to return to Tanbazar,”

She filed two cases against
Jalil, bringing charges of grab-
hing her property including
tand and throwing her out
without any divorce.

On rehabilitation, she says:
What can rehabilitation give
me? "We're sex workers by gen-
erations. None will accept us in
society. 1 tried to live a normal
life by marrying one. But all
went in vain.” she said, burst-
Ing into tears.

Nargis, 19, came to the Tan-
bazar brothel only a year ago
from her home in Tangail. She
fell in the grip of a broker and
was sold to the brothel. She
came {rom a poor family.

Teenaged Nargis is willing to
be rehabilitated but not in the
way the government is planning
Lo.

“Let the government give me
Tk 25.000 1 can set up a poult
farm in my village. This m}_-‘*,l'
help me pretend that I've earned
the money from a garment fac-
tory. If 1 am enlisted for the
government's rehabilitation
plan, it will be known to all
that [ am a sex worker. Such an
identity would make it difficult
for me to return home and live a
normal life. " :

‘l've not mothered any
child. So I can easily return to a
normal lite. My family thinks [
am missing.” '

Quota forgery: 24 units

From Page |
Sometimes it caused embargo
on some categories affecting
garments export., he noted.

Sikder said. "Those owners

could forge export visas due to
lack of an alfective day to day
computerised monitoring sys-
tem. The government is now
trving for an Electronic Visa
Delivery System at US Customs
and participated by some other
countries, This would help
monitor garments export.”
"~ Export quota is distributed
by EPDB at the beginning of every
calendar year and the forgery
took place during 1997 and 98.
The quota for the current year
was distribuled in January and
February.

EFPB has formed a committee
Lo examine the export activities
during the current year.

The garments factories ex-
part activities of which were
suspended include Banita Gar-
ments at Mirpur, Harber Fab-
rics at East Testury Bazar,
Shaon Associates at
Kachukhet, Al Amin Apparels
at Jurain, Bengal Apparels at

Zigatala, Miaco Ltd at Uttara,
Emi Knitting Industries at
Shaymoli, Archedia Apparels
al Khilgaon, Ariwears Ltd, at
Malibagh, Texan Fashion Ltd,
at West Rampura, US Garments
Industries at Agrabad in Chit-

tagong, Shatil Garments at Ut-
tar Goran, Eastern Garments at
Mirpur, Alcom International at
Banani, Eldorado Garments at
Banani. Khowai Fashion at
Ahalia, Shaon Apparels at
Shewrapara, Unimpex Appar-
els at Mohammadpur and Bis-
millah Garments at Rampura.
Earlier, the government had
cancelled export licences of 303
garments factories mainly for
providing false documents re-
garding bonded warehouse,

Body of young man
recovered In City
By Staff Correspondent

The body of a young man was
recovered near a bridge at city's
Badda area Friday afternoon.

The deceased was identified
as Alibur Rahman Bhuiyan. 26,
son of Jahirul Hug Bhuiyan, a
resident of Maradia in Badda
area. hospital sources said.

Quioling relatives of the dead
hospital sources said Atibur,
who got married only a few days
ago, left his residence in the
evening of Wednesday and since
then he did not return home.

Badda police recovered the
body from nearby Merul bridge
on Friday afternoon.

Kader Siddiqui ignores party

Froin Page |
the party decision to expel him
came Friday, The Daily Star
went back to Siddiqui for his
reaction. Excerpts:

The Daily Star (DS): What is
your reaction to the punitive
measure the Awami League's
Central Working Comimittee
has laken against you?

Kader Siddiqui (KS): The
conduct clearly shows that the
party leadership is afraid of my
contentions. Contrary to the
regular practice, they did not
send me any notice of the
meeting. Every member of the
party's working committee is
entitled to get notice of the
meeting with its agenda.

DS: What is your next plan?
Are you going to respond to the
show-cause notice?

KS: | am least bothered about
the show-cause, as the commit-
tee that made the decision in-
cluded some of those who were

involved in the killing of
Bangabandhu.

Due to sycophancy of some
t::l:-‘p ranking leaders, thousands
ol party councillors did not get
any scope for the last several
years to give their opinions
about many things, such as how
the party should run and what
the party should fight for and so
on. 1 would go to them rather to
ask whether the killers have
any right to be in the party:

DS: Everybody knows that
you call Sheikh Mujibur Rah-
man your father and her daugh-
ter — sister. Then what stopped
you to settle whatever com-
plaints you have against the
party or its leadership between
yourselves? Besides, taking a
public stand against party poli-
cies does not go with the spirit
of party discipline,

KS: | have nothing personal
against her. My contention is
purely political, | want to see
that the party is working for the
commeon people, the toiling
masses. This is why the Awami
League was created 50 years ago.

To reply to the second part of
your question, | have not gone
public before exhausting all
other ways. | have told her per-

| sonally, | have tried to discuss

about the problem at diflerent
party fora including the ceniral
working committee. But all
wernl in vain.

One can say. she gave me
nomination for contesting in
the pariiamentary polls. But
does it mean that she has
bought my head by giving the
nomination? It is not the
nomination that alone works.
She nominated 300 hundred
candidates, but only 140 of
themn won the polls. Besides, we
also voled her to become Prime
Minister.

On top of that all, what is the
use of chanting slogan like ‘the
country comes before the party.
It T am not allowed to speak for
the country any time?

DS: By the by, what is your
opinion about article 70 of the
Constitution that has barred a
member of parliament to vote
agamnst any parly decision?

KS: The article was rightly
incorporated into the Constitu-
tion to stop {loor-crossing by
the MPs and thus ensuring sta-
bility of a government. But it
has affected the rights of the
legislators to the freedom of
speech and expression in the
House.

DS: To go back ta the origi-
nal point, do you think that the
Awami League has deviated a
lot from its original objectives?
If so, wwhat are the areas?

KS: Well, yvou see it is not ac-
ceptable that a party with fifty
years of tradition and experi-
ence would Lhrow out its origi-
nal leaders whimsically or of-
ter leadership positions to ones
who had nothing to do with the
party in its bad days.

DS: Would you please ex-
plain?

KS: On the other day, the
party observed its 50th birth
anniversary. Had vou looked at
the arrangements of the por-
traits of the late leaders around
the stage, you would not have
failed to notice that the founder
president of the party Moulana
Bhasani has been elbowed down
and another great leader Sham-
sul Hugq ignored.

DS: Anything else? Say. at
the ideological level?

KS: Oh yes. Contrary to the
aspirations of the party's rank
and- file, the leadership had
forged negotiation in the early
nineties with those who had ac-
tively opposed the country's
war of independence, Even Lhe
collaborators are still there in
Sheikh Hasina's cabinet. Be-
sides, she has formed the par-
ty's central working committee
with those involved in the
killing of Bangabandhu, Now
they are expelling one who had
actively protested the killing.
These are all signs of the party's
deviation from its original ob-
jectives. ‘

DS: You did nol react when
the party forged negotiation
with Jamaat-e-Isiami.

KS: It's not true. T had
strongly protested against the
leadership’s consent for the
party's presidential candidate
Justice Badrul Haider Chowd-
hury to seek Jammat chiel Go-
lam Azam’s support in 1991.

DS: Do you have any comn-
plain against the government
run by your party?

KS: The government of
Sheitkh Hasina is the spectre of
the one which was in power in
1976. Prime Minister herself
has proved this by giving her
consent to the Anti-corruption
Bureau to pursue a case against
me which was framed in 1976.
Let me explain. I had protested
the Killing of Bangabandhu in
1975, 1t naturally annoyed the
regime that seized power on Mu-
jib's body. Out to harass me and
tarnish my image, they had
filed a corruption case against
me in 1976. Twenty three years
after the incident. the present
government has revived the
case, once again to harass me."

DS: But what was the content
of the case? Was the charge

false?

KS: Well, in 1972 we formed
a company - Sonar Bangla
Prokoushalee Sangstha - that
was doing business in road re-
construction. The company
duly borrowed some Tk 15 lakh
as working capital from Uttara
Bank.

Meantime Bangabandhu was

move, vows to keep ‘fighting’

killed in August 1975, For me it
was not time for settling busi-
ness with a Bank. As evervbody
knows, 1 left the country and
lried to resist those who had
scized power on Bangabandhu's
body. However, the Bank went
to the court and got verdict to
adjust the money from the
property mortgaged against the
loan, Naturally. | was not rep-
resented at the hearing. After
my return to the country in
1990, | contacted the Bank.
reached a bilateral agreement
to refuuid the money in some
instalments. 1 had reached such
a negotiated settlement with the
pank long ago, before [ con-
tested in the parliamentary
elections in 1991, The loan had
been cleared much before the
so-called warrant of arrest was
issued against me. I have the
clearance certificate with me. It
is, therefore, crystal clear that
Hasina has pursued the old case
out of sheer political vengeance
against me. However, she has
proved herself very inefficient.

DS: What makes you think
s07 ¥

KS: The PM did not bother to
make adequate queries before
giving greensignal to the Anti-
Corruption Bureau to go ahead
with the case.

DS: But the allegation, al-
though very important, sounds
personal. Do you have anything
else to substantiate that the
party has staged deviation?

KS: Well, the government of
Sheikh Hasina has nothing to
do with the politics of Awami
League. When voted to power, a
political party is supposed to
implement its programmes -
political and economic. But the
present government is com-
posed of Awami League, BNPF,
Jatiya Party, Jatiya Samaj-
tantrik Dal and others. It is not
implementin party pro-

ramimes, or election manifesto
or which the people had voted
AL to power.

[n the June 12, 1996 general
elections, the people gave AL the
mandate for forming govern-
ment. But, as | find it, a silent
coup took place between June 13
and June 23 - the day govern-

ment was formed.

As a result, certain very vital
ministries such as Ministry of
Finance, Ministry of Planning
and Ministry of Home Affairs
have gone to outsiders. The
Ministry of Communication,
ariother very important min-
istry for a developing country,
went to Jativa party and the
ministry of shipping to JSD.
Many of the said ministers had
nothing to do with politics - let
alone AL. while some of them
evenn had served against AL at
different historical junctures.

DS: The Prime Minister
calls it a government of na-
tional consensus.

KS: Let her call it. [ have no
contention about that. But the
voting patterns showed that the
people did not want to see BNP
or JP in power. Rather, they
voted against those parties. So,
by inducting BNP and JP men
into cabinet, Hasina has vio-
lated people's mandate. If she
sincerely believes in the
‘governmenlt of national con-
sensus’, she should have made
it clear to the electorate before
the polls, and thus allow the
volters to think whether they
find the concept necessary or
not.

DS: If you allow me to ask an
embarrassing question, do you
have any reaction to the PM's
recent observed that you are a
rmead.,

KS: The ccinment. as [ think,
does not go with the status of
one who holds the office of the
Prime Minister of a country.
Besides, by calling me mad, she
has eventually insulted thou-
sands of people who voted me to
parliament. She is calling an
out-spoken MP mad when her

overnmeni has decided to re-

abilitate outlaws. ‘surren-
dering' to Home Minister, into
the law enforcing agencies.
What impression people would
make about her, when these
identified robbers would go to
villages to catch criminals?

DS: Do you have any com-
plain against the present deci-
sion making process in the
party?

KS: The decisions are not

made the way they should be
made in a democratic organisa-
tion. Since the party chief and
the head of the government are
the same person, the party has
little influence over the gov-
erninent.

DS: What about the party
fund and its auditing? Don't
you think that transparency in
this area is impartant for build-
ing democratic institutions?

KS: It is of course very im-
portant. When we were Chhatra
League activists in the sixties,
the thana level commmittees had
to give an annual financial re-
port to the district unit, and the
district units to the central
body. Samé was the case with
the Awami League. Trans-
parency involved in the }Jrar:tit:E
was very important, although
Lhie reports had never been au-
dited by any govermment organ-
isations. The system should be
revived elfectively,

DS: To go back to your strig-
gle, it is a common knowledge
in the political arena that after
August 1975, you fought against
our border guards ‘with India'a
patronisation. Besides, you had
unsuccessfully proposed in the
present parliament to pass a
condolence resolution on some
70 persons who were killed in
the fights with the Bangladesh
Army. Would you please say
something about that episode of
your life?

KS: No. [ won't reply this
query right at the moment. I am
afraid, the government of
Sheikh Hasina would go to the
extent of using all those against
me, although whatever 1 had
done, did against those who
killed Bangabandhu.

DS: In 1965, you fought
against India to protect Pak-
istan as a sepoy, in 1971 you
Jought against Pakistan, while
in the late seventies you fought
against the Bangladesh Army.
How do you look into the past in
the present context?

KS: In all the three cases, I
have fought to protect my
motherland and the*people liv-
ing in the country. I am a con-
sistent fighter.



