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Lost cousins

A colony of 1500 monkeys at

Madaripur face uncertainty
By Shehab Ahmed

The monkeys of Char
Muguria, a bazaar at Madaripur
are facing an uncertain future,
their numbers are growing but
food supply is declining, forcing
them to steal and land in an in-
creasingly hostile environment
of Homo Sapiens and animals.

More than 1500 monkeys be-
longing to Rhesus Macaque
species are split in two rival

roups live in and ggound the
azaar since the 18 century
when the place was an lmc})ar-
tant station for jute traders
The monkeys burgeoning num-
bers are posing a threat to their

owrl existence. For a long time

they were tolerated by traders,
handing them food: Lentils,
puffed rice or rice, an occa-
sional banana, snacks like sin-
gara and leftovers from their
meal.

Sometimes they simply
walk into restaurants and
eateries; sit beside the cus-
tomers and demand the same
treat. .

Normally they are complied
with and they eat without any
trouble. But all hell explodes if
the monkeys are denied food,
beaten or chased away. Even if
one of them is wounded they
ran amock in the bazaar,
Anisuzzaman Khan, a wild life
specialist at the International
Union of Conservation of Na-
ture (IUCN) says.

Khan had been to Char
Muguria often and studied their
behaviour, making the last trip

The number of drug addicts
has reached an "alarming pro-
portion” in the country, spe-
cially in the capital.

The increase in use of in-
jectable drugs is causing con-
cern among ex]iJerts as it is one
of the principal ways of trans-
mission of HIV.

“HIV epidemic among in-
jectable drug users is expanding
rapidly since August 1998." ac-
cording to a survey conducted
by the International Centre for
Diarrhoeal Diseases and Re-
search, Bangladesh (ICDDR.B).

The survey conducted on 400
injectable drug users found that
2.5 per cent of them were in-
fected with HIV positive, On an
average, an user takes 20 injec-
tions a week.

Accordin

to a rough esti-
mate of the

epartment of Nar-

early this year.

His estimate shows the pri-
mates’ number over 1500. Two
colonies generally divide the
monkeys, who are also split in
sub-groups.

They live on the ledges of
homes, tin roofs of the shops
and jute godowns, trees, a jute
mill and in a nearby temple,

Those living in the temple
share the offerings with the old

riest. Milk, sweet meats, rice,
Banana and other fruits are
among the offerings by devo-
tees.

The bazaris offer them veg-
etables, fruits, puffed rice,
sometime a banana.

No one knows how the pri-
mates settled at the bazaar
which was an important {ute
trading post of the English
colonials dating back to the
East India Company on the
bank of the Arial Khan river,
an offshoot of the Padma.

Legend says at the dalpatti or
the corner for lentil in the
sprawling bazaar the monkeys
used to come often to pick a#t the
spillover.

Gradually with their homes
in the nearby forests disappear-
ing the monkeys, by now,
revered for good luck by the
traders sta on.

Now they have to fight, of-
ten, to have a morsel. As if to
reconfirm the Darwinian the-
ory of the survival of the fittest
the stronger amongst them grab
the most. The elderly and the

Survival of the fittest | | | .
A monkey fights a dog for food at Char Muguria, Madaripur, while fellow primates back

him up.

young often suffer.

Sometime they fight fierce
battle with the urchins or stray
dogs for food and leftovers, oc-
casionally to retain their hold.

Battling an enemy however
unites their ranks, everyone
contributes their might. But the
fights sometime lands them in
trouble. It angers the otherwise
tolerant traders.

We like them. We enjoy their
company, said a young shop-
keeper Taimus Ali. But ii they

Drug abusers pose big threat

By Mustak Hossain

cotics Control, there are about

15 lakh drug addicts in the-

country now and they spend
about Tk 20 crore a year on
drugs. An addict spends about
Tk.130 ]il_ler day. About 90 per

cent of the users share needles
and es,
It is alarming that 20 per

cent of the drug addicts sell
their blood to blood banks to
buy . But in most cases, the
blood thus purchased by the
blood banks are not tested for
HIV, the ICDDR,B survey said.
Drug USers refer
Buprenophoine, an Indian in-
ﬁctinn banned in the country.
ey also use Morphine, Es-
timitil, Phanargon as well as a
cocktail prepared from these.
According to a study by an
international NGO, there were
about 7,650 injectable drug

users and at least 11,000 heroin

smokers in the city in mid- "

1997, The number became more
than double in June 1999,

There are also female users
of injectable drugs. About 14 per
cent of the street sex workers
are injectable drug users and
about 20 per cent of them have
‘regular” clients.

“The spread of HIV among
injectable drug users is more
dangerous because it spreads
very rapidly”, the ICDDR.B sur-
vey said. -

Most often, sex partners of
drug users are sex workers who
have "'numerous” clients, ma-
jority of whom are small busi-
nessmen, rickshaw-pullers,
students, police and service
holders. In some specific areas
in Dhaka, truckers make up a
high proportion of the clients.
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create problem or if there is
nothing to offer I have no
choice but to drive them away.

Something like that hap-
pened during the floods last
year. There had been virtually
nothing for them.

The district administration
sanctioned a tonne of rice after
forest and environment minis-
ter Begum Sajeda Chowdhury
instructed them to do so after
reading about their plight. But
the rice never reached the

Most of the clients of sex
workers are married who,
without knowing that they have
HIV positive, spread the incur-
able disease to their wives and
new-borns,

Most of the people carryin
HIV positive in Filhe n':n::u.uﬂfll'gri dg
not know that they have it as
there is no way to detect it with-
out blood test

There is little scope for re-
habilitation of these addicts
through detoxification and
. counselling due to lack of insti-
tutional services.

There is only one 40-bed
government Drug Treatment
Hospital at Tejgaon, which is
not enough for treatment of the
drug addicts. However, there are

some private centres in the city
which are very costly.

Divided they rule

From Page |

see anybody, a bit influential in
the region, be it Suranjit Sen-
gupta, Humayun ashid

‘Chowdhury or Dewan Farid

Gazi |
However, conflict between
the State Minister for Land
Rashed Mosharraf and the dis-
trict level leaders of his area -
Jamalpur - has reached such a
degree that the minister's party
membership has been sus-
pended already. The committee
meeting that took the punitive
measure against Mosharraf
was attended by four MPs in-
cluding the state minister for
religious affairs’. The lawmak-
ers have gone to the extent of
holding a demonstration before
the prime minister on Saturday

last. They have reportedly ac-
cused the state minister of anti-
parly activities and nepotism
in the area.

The conflict between the
State Minister for Social Wel-
fare Mozammel Huq and the
Earty‘s district level leaders of

is area - Bagerhat - has
reached a climax. His oppo-
nents issued a public statement
a few weeks ago, claiming that
the minister is the ‘biggest ter-
rorist’ in the area. They have
also declared. the minister per-
sona non grata in Bagerhat. Al-
legations are there that the
stale minister is least con-
cerned about the problems of
party activists, while his near
and dear ones have created a

‘reign of terror’ in the area.

Meanwhile, Home Minister

From Page 1
triarch — Edward, brother of as-
sassinated president John F

Kennedy and Robert "Bobby"
Kennedy, who was slain in 1968
in the midst of a promising
presidential bid.

Secretary of Defence
William Cohen on Thursday
approved Edward Kennedy's re-
quest for US Navy assistance
for JFK Jr's burial ceremony
aboard the Briscoe, which was
led by two Navy Catholic chap-
lains and a civilian priest.

Edward Kennedy's sons, .
resentative Patrick Kennedy
and Edward Kennedy Jr. were
among the family members at-
tending the burial service.

The Coast Guard had flown
the three men to Martha's Vine-
yard to identify the bodies be-
fore they were taken to chief
medical examiner Richard
Evans and medical examiner
James Weiner at Barnstable
County Hospital.

“All three victims died from
multiple traumatic injuries as a
result of the plane crash ... The
deaths were instantaneous.” ac-
cording to Cape and Islands

Kennedys bury

wife will be held Friday at New
York's St Thomas More
Catholic Church, where his
mother, Jacqueline Kennedy
Onassis, prayed.

The president and First Lady
Hillary Clinton will attend the
service and an observance will
be conducted simultaneously
aboard the aircraft carrier USS
John F Kennedy off the mid-At-
lantic coast.

A private memorial service
for Carolyn Bessette Kennedy
and Lauren Bessette will be held
Saturday in her hometown of
Greenwich, Connecticut. :

The discovery of the bodies
Wednesday capped a massive
four-day air and sea search be-
gun when the plane went miss-
ing Friday.

The bodies, which were cre-
mated late Wednesday, were
found inside the fuselage of the
Piper Saratoga under 30 meters
(100 feet) of water some 12
kilometres (7.5 miles) off the
resort island of Martha's Vine-
yard,

The plane was found upside
down with the top of the fuse-
lage sheared off and Kennedy's

District Attorney Philip body having suffered signifi-
Rollins, cant lower-torso trauma.
A mass for Kennedy and his  Boston's WBZ-TV reported.
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Mohammad Nasim and Hous-
ing Minister Mosharraf Hos-
sain are not on good terms these
days. The dispute arose, accord-
ing to insiders, following the
sudden arrest of the party's
Chittagong based leader A Z M
Nasir in the first week of this
month. He has been arrested on
charge of cases filed during the
BNP rule,

Flabbergasted by the arrest,
the housing minister found an-
other Chittagong based AL lead-
ers hand behind the incident.
The home minister, however,
explains the arrest as part of
the police’s routine work during
the on-going combing operation
against terrorists. Aware of the
faction-ridden politics in Chit-
tagong for years, many AL lead-
ers and activists believe that

the factionalism might have

played a role behind Nasir's ar-
rest.

'Problem between the party's
presidium member Abdul Man-
nan and Kader Siddiqui. both
from Tangail district, is an old
phenomenon - although none
of them publicly admit any
‘personal rivalry’ between
Lthem. But recently Kader Sid-
diqui has gone public against
certain policies of the govern-
ment. Following the rebellion,
Siddiqui has so far been ex-
posed to police assault, as well
as public humiliation by party
activists, on a number of occa-
sions. Many insiders feel that
there should be an end to the
dispute, either by expelling him
from the party or accommodat-
ing his grievances.

Apart from these major dis-
putes, there are many smaller
ones in different districts that,
gfcdnrdingbtu sun}:: insiders in-

ude stabbing the party from:
within. Syihet.gﬂhittggugg. Ra-
jshahi, Bogra and Bhola are
only a few such example.

Many insiders believe that
the bomb blast in the residence
of Mohibur Rahman, an AL leg-
islator from a Sunamganj con-
stituency, and his subsequent
arrest is the outcome of in-
ternecine conflict in the politics
of Sylhet region.

he traditional factional-
ism in Chittagong AL has never
been addressed by the party
high command, some insiders
claim. Even allegations are
there that some central level
leaders patronise one group,
while others provide shelter to
another for their own interests.,

In Rajshahi city, conflict be-

| tween the city unit vice presi-

dent Masudul Huq Dulu and
secretary of the city unit A H M
Khairuzzaman Liton is well

A known to party high-ups.

Some changes in
BNP’s planned
road march

BNP has made some changes
in its planned three-day road
march programmes beginning
Sunday, reports UNB.

According to the change; the
road march would begin from
Azampur bus stand at Uttara
instead of Paltan Maidan.

On the second day of the road
march on July 26, the caravan
will reach at Tinani Bazar in-
stead of Jhenigati thana head-
quarters at 4 pm and at Ba-
jitkhila at 4:45 pm in Sherpur
Sadar thana. BNP chairperson
Begum Khaleda Zia will address
rallies at both the places.

On July 27, the BNP chair-
person will address public
meetings at Chandipasha High
School ground instead of
Nandail Chowrashta at 4:15 pm
and at Pulerghat Bazar in
Pakundia thana at 6:15 pm.

Furniture shop
owner killed

in bomb attack
By Staff Correspondent

An owner of a furniture sho
was Killed when unidentifie
assailants hurled bombs at his
shop in the city's Fulbaria area
last night.

The dead was identified as
Khokon, 29, son of Lat Mia,. a
resident of Siddique Bazar area.

Ccruption case

Mirza Golam
Hafiz granted
bail

Former Law Minister Mirza
Golamn Hafiz was granted bail
after he surrendered before the
Chiel Metropolitan Magis-
trate's (CMM) Court in a COITup-
tion case yesterday, reports
UNB.

The octogenarian BNP
leader was also exempted from
personal attendance in the
court till the charge-sheet of the
case is filed.

On” 22, 1997, the Bureau
ol Anti-Corruption filed a case
with Tejgaon police station
stating that Mirza Hafiz, while
he was law Minister in 1993,
created a forged deed in collu-
sion with the then District Reg-
istrar Dhaka, A K M Fazlul
Hoque, and became owner of a

huge Property in Savar,
- Advocate Abdur Razzak

Rahman Mondol and others

I Khan, Sanaullah Mia, Habibur
appeared for the accused.

needy, shopkeepers alleged. A
number of monkeys died due to
starvation. Others fell ill, signs
of it are visible among the pri-
mates.

Khan says to prevent repeti-
tion of such incidents the pri-
males should be translocated to
a reserve forest where their kin
live like the Madhupur forest or
any other forest. Otherwise the
monkeys of Char Muguria face
an uncertain future.

Dhaka-Agartala

bus service

Star Report

Bus service between Dhaka
and Agartola is likely to begin
shortly, BBC reported last
night.

Jiten Chowdhury, Informa-
tion Minister of Tripura after
return to his state told BBC that
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
has already directed the author-
ities concerned to start road de-
velopment work in Brahman-
baria area to connect the north-
eastern Indian State of Tripura
with Bangladesh through bus
service.

He said that during his visit
he discussed the matter with
Bangladesh officials,

"The sooner
AL goes,
the better’

From Our Correspondent

SHAKHIPUR, Tangail, July
22: Rebel Awami League MP
Kader Siddiqui today said the
Hasina government has noth-
ing to do with the ideology of
Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujibur

Rahman,

"As soon as the government
goes, it would be better for the
nation. The sooner the better”,
Siddiqui said while addressing

a public meeting at Shakhipur

ound.

PM H}gh Schogl
€ Prime Min-

Referring to

- isler's reported green signal for

issuing warranlt of arrest
against him, Siddiqui said:
"How can 1 accept this govern-
ment as a pro-liberation force
when it has revived a case
against me which was filed in
1976 by those who had formed a
government on Mujib's body?"
Siddiqui also reiterated his
announcement that he would
resign from the J at}ya Sangsad
if the government failed to re-
peal the Atia Forest Ordinance
by August 23. According to him,

the ordinance; promulgated in -

1982, has affected some 25 lakh
people in eight thanas of the
area.

The ruling party legislator
was very critical of certain gov-
ernment decisions including
purchase of eight MIG-29 air-
craft and rehabilitation of the
outlaws who recently surren-
dered to the Home Minister in
the law enforcing agencies.
"What people will say when the
persons who were dacoits the
other day come to arrest the
criminals?

He also criticised the gov-
ernment decision to rehabili-
tate the "rebels" of Chittagong
Hill Tracts in the police force.

© Referring to the alleged re-

cent police atrocity against
him, Siddiqui said, "No gov-
ernment can stay in power for
ever. If Sheikh Hasina thinks
that she will remain in power
for ever, she is living in fool's
paradise.”

Presided over by former
president of Shaphipur thana
unit of the Awami League, Ab-
dul Hye, the rally was also ad-
dressed by, among others, con-
venor of the Bangladesh Free-
dom Fighters Coordination
Council Ishtiag Aziz Ulfat and
former secretary of Safipur
thana unit of AL Idris Sarder,

Clarification

[FIC Bank, AB Bank and Al-
Baraka Bank in separate press
releases yesterday said that
their respective Managing Di-
rectors, Md Shawkat Ali, A
Rahim Chowdhury and Anwar
Ahmed were present in the
Wednesday's meeting
liamentary Standing Commit-
tee on Finance Ministry.
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Irrigation needs pose challenge to sustainibility

Extraction of

greatly increased with the

emergence of irrigated boro
st contributor

paddy as the bi
to cereal production in the
country in 1998-99.

Water resources and agricul-

ture experts said irrigated boro
is rapidly replacing rain-fed
aman to become the major an-
nual cro
ther exploitation of already de-
pleted groundwater reserve,

The advantage is obvious
that while aman production
fully depends on favourable
weather condition, boro in-
volves lesser risk factor if irri-
gation is guaranteed,

An earlier survey had found
that shallow tubewells (STWs)
in 130 thanas out of the 450 in
the country had problems in ex-
tracting groundwater. But in the
recent boro season, farmers in
many areas of the northern re-
gion had installed their STWs
much below the surface for ac-
cessing water,

A BADC official said that a
minimum distance of 1,750 feet
between two STWSs is required
but that is no longer being fol-
lowed. "Too much concentra-
tion of STWs made it difficult to
get in contact with the aquifer.”

In the dry season, experts
say, 73 per cent of the need for
water is met from groundwater
and over 85 per cent of it goes to
agriculture. “At the same time.
demand for other uses of water
will increase along with popu-
lation, urbanisation, and eco-
nomic development”, said a

roundwater

but at the cost of fur-

By Reaz Ahmad

World Bank report.

An estimated 76 per cent of
the 3.8 million hectares of irri-
gated land in the country is be-
ing fed with groundwater during
the boro season,

According to official statis-
tics, seven lakh STWs extract 60
per cent of groundwater used for
irrigation, covering two mil-
lion hectares of land and 25,000
deep tube wells cover half a
million hectares.

A total of 66,000 low-lift
pumps cover half a million
hectares, using surface water,
while non-mechanised irriga-
tion cover a little over 2.5 mil-
lion hectares.

"Cropping intensity is as
high as 190 per cent in
Bangladesh and with its target
to achieve 300 per cent cropping
intensity, we would have to give
a serious thought to farm-water
management, the sooner the
better," an expert noted.
__Executive Chairman of
Bangladesh Agricultural Re-
search Council C) Dr Zahu-
rul Karim said the country's
potential for expansion of irri-
gated area is seven million
hectares.'

This means extraction of
groundwater will have to be
doubled unless projects are
taken up for harnessing surface
watler. Director General of Wa-
ter Resources Planning Organi-
sation (WARPO) TA Khan ex-
pressed concern over the deple-
tion and arsenic contamina-
tion of groundwater, which also
meets 95 per cent of the coun-

try's total drinking water re-
quirement.

Moreover, there are various
side effects of the expansion of
irrigation. These include reduc-
tion of fish habitat, depletion of
groundwater reserve, deteriora-
tion of the quality of water, in-
creased water logging and build-
up of soil salinity.

s say 60 per cent of ir-
rigation water in boro fields is
lost because of on-farm water
management inefficiency.

"It takes twice as much water
to produce rice than any other
cereal crop -- more than 2,000
tons of water are used to grow
one ton of rice”, said Ismail
Serageldin, Chairman of the
Consultative Group on Interna-
tional Agricultural Research
(CGIAR]). An e-mail report re-
ceived by this correspondent
quoted him as saying this at
mid-term meeting of CGIAR in
China recently. CGIAR is the
largest global agricultural re-
search network -

The International Rice Re-
search Institute (IRRI) is also
concerned over sacristy of wa-
ter and has come up with some
suggestions for farmers to fol-
low those to minimise water
use by up to 25 per cent without
causing any yield loss,

Reduction of the time for
land preparation is one of the
many water-saving techniques
suggested by IRRI. Water used
for land preparation is 27 per
cent less in 'direct wet seeding
compared with transplanting

Debts linked to disparity,

The Progress of Ntins 9

~ denial of rights
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina speaks at the launching of the Unicef report yesterday.

As :economic disparity
denies millions of children
their right to basic education
and health, the United Nations
Children's Fund made an urgent
appeal for debt relief of the
world's poorest and most vul-
nerable nations, reports UNB.

With Bangladesh's annual
loan-repayment expenditure
snnwhalpl)ing over Tk.800 crore,
the UNICEF report "Progress of
Nations 1999" launched across
the world yesterday, also ad-
dressed the debt-servicing bur-
den.

‘Bangladesh is persuading
debt relief for not its own inter-
est. Rather, debt relief will ben-
efit many others as
Bangladesh's most credits are
multilateral and the loan is
very less than that of other de-
veloping countries.” said Fi-
nance Secretary Akbar Ali
Khan.

Addressing a press confer-
ence after the launch of the an-
nual report, he informed that
Bangladrt;sh's 43 per cent credits
are provided by the World Bank,
25 per cent by the Asian Devel- -

opment Bank, 20 per cent by
Japan, 4 per cent by USA and
the rest by others.

"We have already brought the
issue of debt reliet to notice of
our donors, including major
one, Japan, as well as interna-
tional forums," the Finance
Secretary said, adding that the
expenditure relieved could be
used for social development sec-
tors,

In this respect, Akbar Ali
Khan informed that
Ban%ladesh government gave
emphasis on social-develop-
ment sector and in 1999-2000
fiscal allocated Tk 8,752 crore,
including Tk 5,313 crore in
ADP and Tk 3,439 crore for
poverty alleviation.

However. UNICEF Regional
Director for South Asia Nigel
Fisher said debt relief alone
won't guarantee that the sub-
stantial debt-servicing costs
saved by the developing nations
be spent to ensure rights of
children-women to health and
education.

Quoting the report he also

—PID photo

told the press conference that
economic progress doesn't nec-
essarily guarantee develop-
ment. "Some of the poorest na-
tions are making greater
progress towards the goal set at
the World Summit for Chil-
dren.”

In this regard, he quoted the
report that UNICEF and its
partners like to view allocation
of 20 per cent of official devel-
opment assistance by industri-
alised nations and 20 per cent
of national budget by develop-
ing countries to basic social
programmes,

This year's UNICEF report
highlighted four tasks: possible
life profile of the six billionth
baby, global can;f:aign to eradi-
cate polio, challenge of the

lobal HIV/AIDS pandemic and
urden of debt servicing and ur-
gent requirement for debt relief.

Bangladesh Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina, who launched

the "Progress of Nations 1999"
here in the morning, is one of
the authors to the re
wrote an article "A Priceless
Legacy” on polio eradication.

port. She

of the Par- |

Factional feud claims two

Al. men in Feni

BCL and JCD.

FENI, July 22: Two Jubo
League activists were killed, two
student leaders shot and three
abducted in raging violence
here yesterday and today, re-
ports UNB.

Local people said the Jubo
League activists were stabbed to
death as a sequel to factional

clash Wednesday night while a
Chhatra League and a Chhatra
Dal worker were injured by

bullets,
Three JCD workers were ab-

ducted Wednesday afternoon
and today as a sequel to clashes
on Tuesday.

With the new casualties, at

least four political activists fell
victim to political feuds within

27 hours here.
Police said some activists of

rival groups called Shohag. 20,
and Mosharraf, 25, out of a tea-
stall at Battali Bazar in Dagon- |
bhuiyan thana and stabbed
them indiscriminatel

at about
10 pm Wednesday. The victiius

wmﬁ watching television at the
stall,

Sohag was rushed to
Dagonbhuiyan Thana Health
Complex while Mosharraf to
Feni Sadar Hospital in critical
condition and both succumbed
to their injuries.

Aﬁitated villagers caught
and

anded over two local Jubo

League activists — Polash and
Rubel — to
for their alleged involvement in
the brutal killings.

lice this morning

Prior to breathing his last at

Feni Sadar Hospital, Moshar-
raf blamed 7-8 Jubo League ac-
tivists, including Sanaullah,
Bahadur, Rubel, Polash and
Sharif, for the incident.

Acting Police Super Afzal
Hossain and ADC Mainuddin

visited the spot.

BCL activists Rubel. and
rickshawpuller Awal were
killed on Tuesday in a fierce
clash between the supporters of

activist,
kidnapped from Sonagazi bus-
stand in the town Wednesday
afternoon and "believed to have
been killed and dumped”,

In a separate incident, one

JCD activist, Kiron, 20, received
bullet injuries when a rival
group fired on him at about 1:30
pin today. He was admitted to
Feni Sadar Hospital.

Unidentified assailants also

shot a BCL activist, Ziaul Huq
Jiban,
Wednesday.

18, in the town on

Two unidentified JCD ac-

tivists were abducted from the
Trunk Road of the town at about
2:30 pm today. -

In another incident, one JICD
Golam Haider, was

Police arrested two BCL ac-

tivists — Dulu and Kashem —
from Sonagazi today in con-
nection with the abduction.

Tensions gripped the trou-

ble-torn town.

Boro to the rescue



