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Spanish top-model Ester Canadas presents a black dress
with pleated white swirl motifs and long white gloves by
US designer Oscar de la Renta for Pierre Balmain, during
the Autumn-Winter 1999/2000 haute couture collections
in Paris on Wednesday.

— AFP photo
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14 killed in bus crash in India:

Fourteen

people were killed on Thursday when a state-owned

bus rolled down a hill in the northern Indian state of Himachal
Pradesh, the United News of India reported, says AFP from New

Delhi.

Nearly 40 others were injured, some

cident near the state capital
the crash was not known.

seriously, in the ac-

himla, officials said. The cause of

9 traffickers killed in Iran:

Troops killed nine smugglers and seized six tonnes of opium
and other drugs in a week ol clashes with camel caravans in
southeast Iran, the [ranian news agency [RNA reported on
Wednesday, Reulers says fro1.1 Teliran.

It quoted Bnigadier-General Abaoiaii Pourshasb, chief of the
army's ground forces as saying his forces also arrested 30 armed
traflickers and seized 82 camels in the clashes near the borders
with Alghanistan and Pakistan in the past week.

Cohen to visit Tokyo, Seoul: us
Delence Secretary William Cohen will 'visit Japan and South
Korea next week amid escalatinc;l.{ regional tensions over the

China-Taiwan relationship

arIl

worries- North Korea will

launch a new long-range missile, Reuters reports from Wash-

ington,

Cohen will leave on Sunday for Tokyo and visit Seoul later

on August. 1.

from Weilfnf,tun‘
Kim wou

London.

Fauyed_ sues 4

that killed his son Dodi

in the week for meetings with senior officials, Pentagon offi-
cials said yesterday. He will also visii the former Soviet Re-
publics of Georgia and Ukraine belore returning to Washington |

| S Korean President to visit NZ:

South Korean President Kim Dae-jung will make a state visit to
New Zealand, the first such visit since 1968, New Zealand Prime
Minister Jenny Shipley announced yesterday. Reuters reports

d make the visit after attending the Asia-Pacific
Economic Cooperation (APEC) summit in Auckland in
September, said Shipley, who is currently visiting Seoul.

R“SSian FM in Bl‘itain: Russian

Foreign Minister lgor Ivanov arrived in London on Wednesday
to start his first diplomatic visit to Britain since the end of the
Kosovo conflict. the Russian embassy said. AFP reports from

The visit had been set for May, but was cancelled on the order

ol Russian President Boris Yeltsin to protest NATO's bombing of
the Chinese embassy in Belgrade.

peOPle: Mohamed Al
sued four people, claiming they tri
information about a suppnseddmpu:ider plot behind the car crash
an ncess Diana, court papers
showed on Wednesday, Reuters reports from Los R
Fayed, millionaire owner of Britain's Harrods department
store, claims the four tried to sell bim forged CIA and British
secret service documernts about the fatal 1997 Paris car crash,
according to papers filed in Los Angeles Superior Court.

ed to sell him bogus

Angeles.

Japanese doomsday
cult doctor jailed

TOKYO, July 22: A doctor in
Japan's Aum Supreme Truth
cult was sentenced to 18 years
in jail Thursday for mailing a
bomb to the Tokyo governor,
planting poison gas in a rail-
way station and trying to kill a
lawyer, reports AFP. _

The 30-year-old doctor,
Masahiro Tominaga, was sen-
tenced by Tokyo district court
presiding Judge Takao
Nakayama after being found
gu&}_ﬂv of several attempted
murders and breaching explo-
sives legislation,

“You should deeply regret it
and sincerely come to terms
with it, as you have told the
court," the judge said.

.Tominaga, who trained at
Japan's elite Tokyo University,
had denied the charges, saying
he was under the control of sect
leader Shoko Asahara, himself
facing 17 charges including
murder,

Asahara is accused of mas-
terminding the March 1995 at-
tack on Tokyo's subway in
which followers spread the
Nazi-invented Sarin nerve gas,
killing 12 people and injuring
thousands.

The doctor was one of the
senior advisors in the cult
known as the "emperor's secre-
tariat.”

Together with other dooms-
day cult disciples, Tominaga
tried to confuse police investi-
gations into the sect after the
subway attack by sending a par-
cel bomb to the then Tokyo gov-
ernor in May 1995.

The bomb exploded in the
hands of the governor's secre-
tary, who lost all the fingers on
his left hand.

The doctor was "clearly” at-
tempting murder in the parcel
homb case, said the judge.

In the same month, the doc-
tor placed a device designed to

release deadly hydrocyanic acid
gas in a public restroom at

hinjuku railway station, one
of Tokyo's busiest. _

The device was found before
it could release any gas, but the
judge noted Tominaga's in-
volverment had stretched to pay-
ing an advance visit to the site
of the attempted gassing.

In May 1994, a year before
the Tokyo subway attack, Tom-

naﬁa collaborated with the cult
ea

i

leader by pouring Sarin nerve
gas onto a car belonging to an
anti-cult lawyer, Taro Taki-
moto, who was unharmed.

US envoy in
‘Taiwan to
defuse tensions

TAIPEIL, July 22: A United
States envoy arrived in Taipei
Thursday as part of Washing-
ton's efforts to calm escalating
tensions following
President Lee Teng-hui's state-
hood claim, reports AFP. .

"The purpose of this Taiwan
visit is to exchange views with
government officials on cross-
strait relations and other -top-
ics,” Richard Bush told re-
porters in Chinese upon his ar-
rival.

i"All my discussions in
Taipei are based on the friend-
ship between Taiwan and the
United States.”

The two-tier efforts came as
US President Bill Clinton
Wednesday urged China and
Taiwan to calm escalating fric-
tions between them, calling a
military showdown in the Tai-
wan Straits "unthinkable”.

Washington favors a_ one-

China policy and dialogue be-
lwit::jen eijing and Taipei, he
said.

NEW DELHI, July 22:'India’s
opposition Congress party has
stepped up a personal campaign
against Prime Minister Atal
Behari Vaglpa ee for his han-
dling of the Kashmir conflict,
reports AFP.

Newspapers Thursday said
the tactic was aimed at stealing
Vajpayee's thunder during the
upcoming general election
campaign. -

minister's Hindu nationalist
BJP party will push India's suc-
cess in ousting Islamic guerillas
Irom Kashmir as a major vote
winner, Congress clearly feels it
has no alternative but to try to
pull the rug from under Vajpay-

Concerned that the prime

ee's feet, they said.
‘The revelation of the truth
labout Kashmir) would have ex-
| Fnsed Vajpayee to ridicule be-
ore the nation,” the Congress
Working Committee, its top de-
cision-making body, said in a
statement late Wednesday.

Opposition parties have
held the government and its in-
lelligence agencies responsible
for the delay in detecting the
initial incursion by Pakistani-
backed guerillas over the
Kashmiri border.

They say the delay allowed
the infiltrators to strengthen
their positions and ultimately
cost lives in the Indian offen-
sive to push them back over the

border. |,

"The finance, security and
foretgn ggllcies of the country
have to be decided 3}' the prime
minister. How can Vajpayee ab-
solve himself of responsibility
for the Kargil crisis?" said
Pranab Mukherjee. a Congress
leader.

The Congress statement said
the government had the "in-
fu?natinn but not the will to
act.”

"It is perhaps for this reason
that Vajpayee has consistently
refused to inform the nation as
to when he personally came to
know of the infiltration.” it
said, adding the delay cost the
nation "many brave and pre-

'Congress steps up campai
against Vajpayee

gn

cious lives."

More than 400 Indian sol-
diers died in the 10-week con-
flict. according to official fig-
ures.

India’s staggered general
elections will begin on Septem-
ber 4 and end early in October.

BJP party president
Kushabhau Thakre insisted
Thursday the government

would not make the Kashmir

"victory” an election issue.

‘But if the Congress decided
to make it a pdll issue then we
will counter the Congress with a
sel ol questions on Kashmir,”
Thakre was quoted as saying by

the United News of India_
»

]

Muslim leader quits

Congress in IKashmir

SRINAGAR, India, July 22:
A Muslim leader of Inj::iia?s
main np[r‘&usitiun Congress
party in shmir quit urs-
day, demanding talks between

Muslim separatists and New
Delhi, reports AFP,

__Mehmooba Mufti also re-
signed from the Kashmir as-
sembly, in which she headed
the Congress legislative wing.

. Mufti told reporters that the
Congress, which is headed by
Italian-born Sonia Gandhirwas
showing no interest in pres-
Eunsing the Hindu nationalist

overnment to open a dial
wft_l? Muslim Ep§3t15m+ =

Time and again I have said
to party leaders (to demand) a
dialogue with the separatists to

end the alienation of the
Kashmiri people.

"Onlya dialn- ue will se
the int erests of %he- t:a:mIl.mlt'rj-,‘lr'ir:‘fE

she adc led.

Mu fti is the daughter of Mo-
hamm ed Sayeed.gwhn isﬂa
Congr'ess member of parlia-
ment from Kashmir. Newspa-
PErs 'said he was also contem-

pla‘li'ng resignin
partir. gning from the

I 3oth the father and daugh-
ter iire expected to throw iheir
weig {ht behind a rival Congress
lact ion ahead of national elec-
tion s in September-October.

he move is expected to
weitken the Congress in Kash-
mir, India's only Moslem-ma-
Jority state where a Muslim
Se paratist campaign raging
siiice 1989 has claimed more
th an 24,000 lives.

ISLAMABAD, July 22: Pak-
istani Foreign Minister Sartaj
Aziz said Wednesday that in-
ternational pressure was
mounting on India to resume a
dialogue with Pakistan on a set-
tlement to the festering Kash-
mir dispute, reports-AFP,

"The pressure has started in-
tensifving on India to resume
the dialogue,” he said. following
Pakistan's agreement to defuse
the crisis by securing the with-
drawal of Islamic militants

from Kargil in Indian-held
Kashmir.

The pressure will continue
to increase Iin coming weeks,
Aziz said as he wound up debate
in parliament on the govern-
ment's Kashmir policy.

"The nation will see that it
was the Karygil issue that forced
India into meaningful dialogue
in the next few weeks and re-
solve the Kashmir issue.” he
said.

Aziz said a joint statement
issued after Prime Minisler
Nawaz Sharif's July 4 meeting
with US President Bill Clinton,
where Sharif promised the
withdrawal. was drafted only
after Indian premier Atal BFe-
hari Vaipayee "assured talks on
Kashmir I Pakistan

PTogress on the Kargil issue.”

—

made’

He said Clinton spoke to Va-
jpayee on Tuesday to call for the
resumption of talks and "we
hope lurther strengthening ol
the US role towards the settle-
ment of the Kashmir issue in
the next few days.”

[ndia has lirmly rcjected the
involvement of any third party
in discussions on the Hi-
malayan state which is divided
between the two rivals.

The [slamic guerillas, which
India says WEI‘E!T')EERE{II by Pak-
istan, withdrew from. the
strategic peaks after a two-
month Indian offensive to dis-
lodge them that had raised fears
ol an all-out war between India
and Pakistan.

© Indian mortar and artillery
units fired Wednesday on
guerillas who had failed to
withdraw fully across the
Kashmir border with Pakistan.

Claiming the Kargil episode
as part of the broader Kashmir
issue, Aziz said the first
the Sharif-Clinton statement --
the withdrawal -- was complete

and the second part -- arranging

talks -- was now in the process
al implementation.

He said said Pakistan was
interested in "meaningful and
purposeful” dialogue. "The dia-
logue should not be for the sake

part of

World pressure mounting on
India to open talks: Pak FM

of dialogue, it should not be an
exercise in futility."

He rejected Indian Foreign
Minister Jaswant Singh's as-
sertion that by backing intru-
sion into Kashmir Pakistan
had "betrayed India’s trust" and
hampered talks.

"The real trust between In-
dia and Pakistan had never ex-
isted throughout the past 52
years, so the question of betray-
ing it does not arise,” Aziz said.

He accused New Delhi of re-
Eeatedl}; damaging chances of
building mutual trust by using
force or coercion” to resolve

any issue that arose between the _

two neighbours.

A setllement of the Kashmir
dispute could not be delayed and
"peace in the region cannot re-

main hostage to India’s designs -

and wishes." he said.
Aziz reiterated Pakistan's

call for third-party mediation,

arguing that India and Pak-
istan were not communicating
effectively.

"We talk of peace, they talk
of aggression, we talk of free-
dom and self-determination
(for Kashmiris) and they talk of
repression -- so there is a vast
difference in the languages we
speak.” '

r -

Indian defence minister George Fernandes takes aim through a grenade launcher which -
was confiscated from the posts held by the Muslim infiltrators as senior Indian
General HM. Khannna (2nd R) looks on during
Fernandes said that there could be no talks betw

e ol
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Line of Control until all infiltrators withdraw from Indian territory and shelling from
across the border comes to a halt.

— AFP photo
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Motorcyles lead a motorcade with Barnstable County Medical Examiner trucks carrying
the bodies of John F. Kennedy, Jr., his wife Carolyn Bessette Kennedy and her sister
Lauren G. Bessette'as they leave the Coast Guard Station on Wednesday in Woods Hole,
MA. The bodies were recovered from the crash site of the small plane flown by John F.
Kennedy, Jr. off Martha's Vineyard and were being taken to the Barnstable County

Medical Examiner office for autopsy. Accompanying the bodies wereSen. Edward Kennedy |
- — AFP photo |

and his sons Edward Kennedy, Jr. and Patrick Kennedy.
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BELFAST, July 22: The Irish

Republican Army (IRA), on the

eve of fresh talks today aimed

at putting Northern Ireland's .

faltering peace process back on
track, angrily blamed Britain
for the province's political cri-
sis, reportls Reuters,

The guerilla group. which
wants to end British rule in
Northern Ireland,. said last
year's peace agreement, de-
signed to end three decades of
sectarian and political vio-
lence, had failed to deliver

rogress and now seemed less
ikely to do so.

Britain's Northern Ireland
Secretary, Mo Mowlam, said
the IRA statement was unhelp-

ful. "I think it is unhelpful be-

cause it shows the degree of mis-
trust that exists and probably
fuels that mistrust,” she told
BBC radio from Washington,
Mowlam hoped that former
US Senator George Mitchell,
who is making a [resh attemnpt
lo revive the peace accord,
would be able to help rebuild
confidence between rival
Protestant and Catholic politi-
cil parties. :
British security sources said
there was nothing in Wednes-

day's IRA statement to suggest
the guerillas planned to end
their ceasefire. -

The 1IRA gave no direot re-
sponse Lo demands by politi-
cians in Britain and [reland
that it should disarm to help
the stalled peace process.

The process has been dead-
locked because politicians from
the Protestant majority in
Northern Ireland refuse to sit in
a planned power-sharing
provincial government with the
IRA's Enlltica] wing Sinn Fein
until the guerillas disarm.

Protestant Unionists, who
want British rule to continue,
said they regarded the IRA
statement as a thinly veiled
threat against the peace agree-
ment.

"The agreement has failed to
deliver tangible progress and its
potential for doing so has sub-
stantially diminished in recent
months,” the IRA said.

The IRA. which waged a 30-
year war against British rule in
the province, accused Unionists
of reneging on commitments.

“The primary responsibility
lor the developing political cri-
sis rests squarely with the
British government. They have

IRA blames Britain for
Northern Ireland crisis

once again demonstrated a lack
of political will to confront the
Linionist veto," it added.

- The IRA's blunt words came
as Mitchell began talks with
Protestant and Roman
(fatholic politicians to assess

the difliculties besetting the
Good Friday accord.

British Prime Minister
Tony Blair is due to hold talks
with two key players today
Sinn Fein President Gerry
Adams and David Trimble,
leader of Northern Ireland's
main Protestant group — the
Ulster Unionist Party (UUP). -

The IRA dimmed hopes of a
conciliatory stance by warning
Britain against backing disar-
mament demands which it said
could be seen as a cover for
i-seekjng the defeal of the gueril-

as.

A truce declared by the TRA
in 1994 [oundered in 1996 be-
cause of what it said was a de-
mand by the then Conservative
government in Britain "for an
IRA surrender.” .

Sir Reg Empey, a senior UUP
negotiator, told BBC radio the
IRA was tr]\_:ing "to bully and

=

browbeat the British govern-
ment."

MANILA. July 22: US naval
forces in the Pacific are moni-
toring the tension between
China and Taiwan, the 7th
Fleet commander, Vice Admiral
Walter Doran said Thursday,
but stressed Washington
favoured a peaceful solution to

the crisis, reports AFF.

There is "nothing particular;
nothing exceptional.” about the
Japan-based fleet's movement
in the region, he told reporters
aboard USS Blue Ridge, the
fleet's command- ship which
arrived here Thursday.

Washingtion had sent a
naval battle group through the
Taiwan Strait when Beijing
held war games near Taipei's
shores in March 1996.

"As the Seventh Fleet com-

mander, | am the operational
commander and | think the po-
sition of the United States on
the situation with China and
Taiwan is pretty well. docu-
mented,” Doran said.

Washington has never ex-
}la_lititly said il would defend
aiwan in the event of a Chi-
nese attack. But observers say
any confrontation between the
communist giant and its tiny
neighbour, a nascent democ-
racy, could risk drawing the
United States into a conflict.
“In the public domain, we all
very much want and support the
situation being solved very
peacefully,” he added.
However, he said his fleet,
which covers a "a huge area of

S 7th Fleet monitors
China-Taiwan tension

responsibility” from the inter-
national dateline to the eastern
shores of Africa is also keeping
watch on military movements,

The fleet is the largest of the
forward-deployed US fleets,!
with about 53 ships, 350 air-
craft and an estimated 60,000
navy and marine personnel.

"We keep watch and we keep
track and we monitor what is
happening, particularly mili-
tary activities in that entire
area,” Doran stressed.

Doran's comments follow
an appeal by US President Bill
Clinton for Taiwan and China
to caltm the tension. Clinton,
who has reaffirmed the one-
China policy, said a military
;:E?fruntatinn was "unthink-
able.”

Taiwan

CAPE CANAVERAL,

Florida, July 22: The space
shuttle Columbia’s launch was

delayed for the second time this
week early Thursday because of
thunderstorms around Kennedy
Space Center, NASA said. re-
porls AFP. :

The Columbia’s space mis-
sion -- the first*ever under a
woman's command -- will be de-
laved one day, NASA said.

The countdown for the 12:28
(0428 GMT) launch was stopped
five minutes from ignition as
the space center awaited the
storm to abate during a 52-
minute launch-window of op-
portunity before it all had to
rescheduled.

The live-day space mission
was originally progriaunmed to
blast off early Tuesday, bul a
false alarm stopped that count-
down six seconds from liftolif,

"“We made the right deci-

sion." flight manager Donald

Columbia space launch delayed again

However, Collins, with two

shuttle missions under her belt.
French

astronaut

‘the launch was ¢

McMonagle told reporters after

Thursday.

A Friday night launch was
not possible because of an un-
manned Delta rocket firing on
Saturday.

However, the US Air Force,
which controls the Kennedy
Space Center, told NASA it
could reschedule the Columbia
flight for 12:34 a.m. Friday
({0434 GMT). ;

If the Columbia mission
fails to take off Friday. Mc-

Monagle said, it will have to be
pushed back to August 18,

First Lady Hillary Clinton
had returned here for the sec-
ond launch effort to watch air

force Colonel Eileen Collins,

42, take off as the shuttle's first
female commander.

ed off early .

Tognini, pilot Jeff Ashby and
mission speclalists Steve Haw-
ley and Cady Coleman, alighted
the Columbia for the second
time this week.

Columbia's goal is to place
the Chandra X-ray observatory
into orbit, where it will exam-'
ine the most powerful sources of
X-rays in the universe -- black
holes, colliding galaxies and
the remains of supernova,

Before this week's mishaps,
the mission had already suf-
fered 10 or 11 delays since ils
original lift-off date of Novem-
her 1998.

McMonagle dismissed
comments that the Columbia
mission was jinxed. "l don't be-
lieve there is an external force”
behind all the delays, he said.

Michel

China bans Falungong sect

BEIJING, July 22: China
banned the mystical Falungong
sect Thursday., [forbidding
Communist Party members
from practising its exercises
and launching a massive pro-
paganda offensive as police
rounded up thousands of people,
reports AFP.

"Because the Falun Dafa re-
search organisation has not
registered according to law, it
has been decided that it is an il-
legal organisation,” said the
statement. read by a state-run
Central China Television
[CCTV] announcer.,

The organisation had "en-
gaged in illegal activities, advo-
catin superstition and
spreading fallacies, hoodwink-

ing people, inciting and creat-

ing disturbances, and jeopar-
dizing social stability," the an-
nouncement said.

"Therefore, in accordance

~ with the Regulations on the Reg-

istration and Management of
Mass Organisations, the Re-
search Society of Falun Dafa
and the Falun Gong organisa-
tion under its control are held
to be illegal and are therefore
banned,"” it said.

Tens of thousands of people
have demonstirated in cities
across China to protest the de-
tention of dozens of the sect's
leaders, after authorities
launched a crackdown on the
group two days ago.

On the streets of Beijing,
uniformed police on motorcy-
cles combed the main East-West
artery, Chang'an Boulevard,
questioning those gathered in
small groups and examining
what they were reading.

At Zhongnanhai, the seat of
the central government where
10,000 Falungong followers
staged a massive protest in
April, uniformed and plain-
clothes police were gathered at
intersections and entrances
to the compound.

Police vans were also sta-
tioned outside Beijing Railway
Station, where most practition-

ers frqm the provinces could
armive in a bid to reach the capi-
tal tigl ;?Irﬂlt:st the ban,

oiice were working on doii-
ble shifts in the ufpilaL lf:fa
source said. :

“Since the crackdown began
on July 20, over 200 Falungong
leaders have heen detained.
with about 50 released to date "
sald the Hong Kong-based In-
formation Centre of Humar

Rights and Democratic Move-
ment in China, |

Some 30,000 Falungong
members prolested in 30 cities
in 12 provinces Wednesday, the
centre said in a faxed state-
ment, adding about 10,000 were
briefly detained and about 100
were injured in scufiles.

In Beijing, several thousand
Faluné:{ung members were
Thursday penned in at stadi-
ums in Shijingshan in the west,
and Fengtai district in the
southwest, with armed police
guarding them, witnesses said.

_ army officer
Fernandes' visit to Kargil yesterday:.
een India and Pakistan regarding the

People participates in a morning mediation and exercige
group of the Falungong spiritual movement yesterday in
the southern Chinese city of Guangzhou, just hours before
the group was declared an illegal organisation by the

Chinese government, — AFP photo



