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LONDON, July 21: (Reuters): : i T . & s i
Manchester United, the world's ahan S @ e S
wealth
ing to
chandising activities into Asia,
the Financial Times reported
loday.

Quoting the English club's
managing dircctor Michael
Farnan, it said Old Trafford

wed in Dec

LONDON, July 21: British
tennis ace Tim Henman is to
G wed his girlfriend Lucy Heald,

LR SR (SR s e R The Express newspaper reported

O
......

st soccer club, is look- i e i AR S . e

'EIld 1[5 hl'a_ﬂd ﬂ.l"ll'j Imner- et __.. _,f' :55:'::.1“'_ % " 5 5 ; R i on tﬂdﬂ}r. Sa}rs AFHP.
pEe ARt e e S - o : ; 0 The sportsman, who has le-

gions of female fans in Britain,
got down on bended knee to
propose to television producer
Lucy, 26, while the couple were
on hnIidat;ly in Tuscany, Italy.

Friends said the pair have

megastores, which stock United i &/

merchandise, were
planned for cities across Asia.

The newspaper said the first
was to open in Singa%ure later
this year, followed by Hong
Kong and Jakarta.

Talks were under way with
three potential Chinese part-
ners for stores in the People's
Republic, it said.

The United team is currently
against

in China for a friendly

Shanghai Shenhua which the

club uges will cement its ap- '
int

e Far East.
Once the club had opened
stores in Beijin

facturing its merchandise in
China, the newspaper said.

Zidane hopes
to be there

BUENOS AIRES, July 21:
FIFA world player-of-the-year
Zinedine Zidane is poised to top
the bill at a match to mark the
retirement of Uruguayan for-
ward Enzo:Francescoli, it was
a%%uunced Tuesday, reports
AFP.

being

and possibly
Shanghal. it would begin manu-

CARNAGO, Italy,
July 21: AC Milan
staked their claim
to the European
Cup held by Man-

Veteran German captain Lothar Matthaeus
training session in Guadalajara, Mexico on Jul
opener against Brazil on July 24,

B

- winning the league last season

has given us extra confidence.
"I'm personally pleased to

have been kept on," he said with

a grin, "the players have stayed

(L) and teammates warming up during a
y 20 ahead of their Confederations Cup

~— AFP photo

Milan sets eyes on Europe

En%lishman Alfred Edwards, as
"Milan Cricket and Football
Club.” '
The shirts, with narrow red
and black stripes, plus a full

been inseparable since they met
two and a half years ago, but

have only once managed to
spare ume to go on holiday to-
gether, the paper reported.
Henman, 25, was knocked
out of Wimbledon earlier this
month after a gruelling semifi-
nal match against Pete Sam-
pras.
. The couple are set to ma
in December, in order to fit in
with Henman's hectic sporting
schedule, said the paper.

Scott Draper’s
= L]
wife dies

GOLD COAST, Australia,
July 21: Rising Australian ten-
nis pro Scott Draper was
mourning the death of his 23-
year-old wife after she suc-
cumbed to complications
brought on by a lifelong battle

with cystic fibrosis, his man-
i%g; said Wednesday, reports

Kellie Draper, 23, died Mon-
day morning after .she was
rushed to a Gold Coast hospital,
Draper’'s manager Peter Smylie
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‘An AFP file photo of British No
Heald. The couple have decided to

aaaaa

1 tennis player Tim Henman
get married soon.

(R) and girlfriend Lucy

BRISBANE, Aus-

Because neither Agassi nor

volleyer entering a world dom-

after after 25 years

The ‘match, which will pit chester United he- and the season ticket sales  button-up collar and the City of | S2ld: ; cralta, July — Pete Sampras entered thi Uiated by baseline sluggers.
Francescoli's last club River | re on Tuesday, as the Italian  shows that the fans are with us ~ Milan insignia on the chgst. Sl_htlalwasabeautiful il wha 21(AFP): John week's St'ﬂt art tnurﬁgmegf D& completed higgapprﬁn'
Plate, based in the Argentinian champions began preparing for  too. will only be used for the Euro. | Vas lull of life and she was so McEnroe once Rafter ufﬂeia%l}' moves to the * Hceship year on the tour with a

capital, against the player's

favourite club Penarol of Mon-

tevideo,

Zidane, born in Marseille,
has frequently said he hero
worshipped the Uruguayan
when he played for the French
first division club. And
France's World Cup winning
playmaker even named his son
Enzo.

Organisers said Zidane's
club side Juventus had said he
could attend the gala match.

Francescoli played in Ar-

gentina, France and Italy as
well as his homeland and was a
member of Uruguay's World Cup
squads in 1986 and 1990.

their centenary season, reports
AFP.

Coach Alberto Zaccheroni
and club officials, congratu-
lated by hundreds of fans who
converged on their training
base here, are convinced they
have an even better team than
last season, and are: setting
themselves no limits.

Vice-president Adriano Gal-
liani said: "It's a fantastic sea-
son for us because it's our cen-
tenary, you'll recall that the
‘club was founded on December

season with the "scudetto"
(league) badge sewn onto the
shirts, came true." Paying trib-

16, 1899, and because the dream
we had last year of playing this

"We've got a balanced team,
self-belief and we've got the
certainty that we have added a
number of good players, They
will enable us to take a step up,
in terms of quality,"” he insisted.

The club have made nine
new signings. seven of them
[talian. as part of the club's re-
cent policy of looking for local
talent. plus Brazilian mid-
fielder Serginho and Ukrainian
striker Andrei Shevchenko,
bought from Dynamo Kiev.

"There are seven teams who
have a chance of winning the
championship, and all of them
have been strengthening their
squads, and all have made a
Harticular effort in their foward

pean ties.

The centenary celebrations,
christened "100Milan" and fea-
turing a museum exhibition
plus cultural and charity
events, will be kicked off at San
Siro stadium on Wednesday
night, when the whole squad
will be presented to the fans.

Zaccheroni, who has taken

‘Milan supporters to a different

planet since becoming coach, is
due to drive onto the pitch
aboard a replica moon-buggy.
Milan's pre-season matches
start next week, and as Galliani
pointed out: "We are going to be
particularly busy in August
when we are playing against
some of the best teams in Eu-

supportive of Scott,” Smylie
said.

“Healthwise she had her ups
and downs her whole life but
shewas rushed to hospital from
something that suddenly came
up. It caught everyone by sur-
prise.”

Kellie was the daughter of
Draper’s long-time coach, John

Gﬂ%
€ pair married in Decem-
ber 1997 in front of a who's who
of Australian tennis including
John Newcombe, Tony Roche,
Mark Philippoussis and best
man Jason Stoltenberg.
Draper, 25, achieved a career
high ranking of 44 last year.
~He returned to their Gold
Coast home after playing at

called Pat Rafter a
= One Slam wonder
-- and ended up with egg on his

lace.

Coaches were also left eating

humble pie after warning the
now accomplished serve-and-
volley exponent to stay away
from the net. '

But those sporting the deep-
est blushes were those who
doubted the 26-year-old Aus-

tralian and two-time US Open °

winner would ever make it to
number one in the world.

Nine years after joining the
ATP tour at No. 444, Rafter will
become the world's No. 1 ranked
men's tennis player Monday

when the tour's new rankings

are released.

top of the ATP rankings on
Monday by 79 points.

But to stay there, he'll have
lo defend some big rankings
points in Montreal and also in
Cincinnati. two tournaments
he won last year leading up to
his US Open defence,

[ alee
L,

positive 5-3 win/loss record. a
modest career bank balance of
4,890 US dollars in prize meney
and a world ranking of 358,

But Rafter's career didn't
take off until 1997, the year he
toppled Greg Rusedski to win
the first of his two US Opens,

He moved into the world's
top 50 in March of that year and
eventually finished ranked No.
3 behind American Pete Sam.
Pras with another 2.7 millién
US dollars in the bank.

Two years on and Rafter's
record now stands at nine sin-

les titles and nine doubles ti-
ties, with more than 9 milliosn
US dollars in prize money
earned.

His results thig vear. how

' ute to Zaccheroni, who won " ' :
Fed CUE league title in his first sea;;lﬁ l’m}:'lt‘tfiz :ucgﬁll-ﬁﬁigﬁdﬁave to get i ' Wimbledan and was at her bed- The popular Queenslander, cver, nave been solid rather
after Milan had been through After two years without offi- side when she died, Smylie said. who led from the front in Aus- than spectacular after a slow

Dokic’s partner

two years of torture, he added:

used to. There are more clubs
now who are capable of findin

cial European foothall, Milan

"He's unbelievable. He's try-
ing to be the support for every-

tralia’s 4-1-Davis Cup defeat of
the USA last weekend. offi-

. Start.

He failed to fire up in the

"We went from 10th place to the financial resources neede will play an exhibition tour- - P : -
YEt to lm named | first. and we are very proud of  to put together a highly compet- namepnt j'iirn Paris with Paris St | ON€ else but deep down il's just | cially takes over tennis' top juslralian Open n danuary,
SYDNEY, July 21: Aus- him.” itive team."” . Germain and Bayern Munich tea_?mng him apart,” Smylie spot from ﬂaml_m ant Ameri- losing in four sets to Sweden's
TG ol iae atie tnter Skipner Paolc Maldir, Vil (Aug 2), a friendly in Lev- said. can Andre Agassi thanks to the Thomas Engvist in the third

tralian captain Lesley Bowrey
said Wednesday she had yet to
decide who would partner
Wimbledon quaﬂerﬁnalfist Je-
lena Dokic in the doubles of
this week's Fed Cup qualifier in
Amsterdam, reports AFP.

Bowrey, who is making her
Fed Cup debut, said she had not
yet decided whether Nicole
Pratt or Alicia Molik: would
Eiartner the Yugoslav-born Do-

¢, who burst into the spotlight
at Wimbledon after ousting top
seed Martina Hingis in the first
round.

But said she was con-
fident of securing a berth for
Australia -- ranked No.2 behind
Belarus in the Amsterdam
qualifier -- in next year's Fed
Cup. -

It's Euing to be a tough week
for all the teams, possibly play-
ing four days in a row," Bowrey
said in a statement released by
Tennis Australia.

‘But the girls have been hit-
ting well in practice so I think
we've got a great shot at getting
into the World Group next year.”

Just 16, Dokic is Australia's
top-ranked player at 39 and
carrying Australia's Fed Cup

ested in the future, saying: "Our
alm is to finish in the top four
in the Serie A -- to ensure our-
selves a place in the Champions
Lca%:m again next season -- and
in the Champions League this
season, we want to go as far as
we possibly can. -

good dose of enthusiasm, and

"We are starting out with a |

has already won three Euro-
pean Cups with the club, most
recently in 1994, said: "It's great
to be back in Europe. And to be
coming back through the front
door.” .| 4

Milan will make thagre

g oo

wearing replica shirts of the |

first ones ever to be worn by the
club, which was founded by an

erkusen against Bayer (Aug 6).
and another in Trieste against
Benfica (Aug 13) before meeting
old foes Juventus for the
Berlusconi Trophy (Aug 17).

Their first official "mateh
will be the Italian Super Ciup
agdinst fParma {217Aug). the
weekend before the Serie A
siaris.

CARNAGO, Italy,
July 21: Foreign
gia}rf:r-s look set to
ecome a rare
. Species at champi-
ons AC Milan af-
ter the Serie A giants' decision
to buck the trend and buy,
Italian, reports AFP, .
Much of thé€ blame for the
club’s troubles in previous sea-
sons has been laid at the door of
foreigners who haven't fitted in,
who've been floored by the lan-
uage barrier, the style of foot-
ball and a new way of life.

'-'I'_'ﬂ

add top foreign players.
"Let's not forget that the
great Milan side of the early

years [(of Berlusconi's presi-

dency) was the team of Baresi,
Costacurta, Maldini, Tassotti,
Donadoni and Ancelotti, but it
was also the team of Gullit, Ri-
jkaard and Van Bastern.
"We are faced with a global
market and we don't want to
isolate ourselves. So the atti-
tude is 'a majority of Italians,
but an eye on talented players
wherever they are born'."
Coach Alberto Zaccheroni

must be good, secondly they
must be young and thirdly, if
possible, Italian.

"1 know that foreigners
might have more appeal, but
vou can also find good players
in the Italian championship.”

The issue of foreign players
is an increasingly sensitive one
in Italy, ever since the
"Bosman' ruling in 1995 by the
European Court which allowed-
clubs to sign unlimited num-
bers of European Union (EU)

players.

. league champions Kashima

‘We're just trying to keep
him as busy as possible’ and he's

going to have a rough time
ahead but he's got enormous
support from the tennis world
and his family." ,

Smylie said Kellie. would
have wanted her 25-year-old
husband to continue his tennis
career. But he said Draper had -
not yet decided whether to play
in the US Open which starts Au-
gust 30. .

for De Mos
TOKYO, July 21: Former
ingax Amsterdam coach Aad de
os.has begun' his Japanese

coaching career by guiding
Urawa Reds to a 2-0 victory over

Antlers in a Nabisco League Cup
quarter-final first-leg tie, re-
ports Reuters.

The 52-year-old Dutchman,
who took over as Urawa coach
this month after the dismissal
of Hiromi Hara, had former
Spanish international Aitor

quirks of the tour's points sys-
tem, after hovering at No. 2 and
No. 3 the past few years.

‘He deserves it," says his
qud mum and number one
an, Jocelyn Rafter,

'It's net:something Pat re-
ally talks much about. Winning
Davis Cup has always been
number one with Pat, Wimble-
don is number two and [ guess
being number one in the world
comes after that.”

Rafter will become only the
17th player since the wvolatile
llie Nastase in August 1973 and

" the first_Australian since cur-

rent Davis Cup coach John
Newcombe to hold the ATP's No,
1 ranking.

Newcombe was 30 when he
was world No. | almost 25 years
ago to the day.

s il S
PATRICK RAFTEK

Rafter grew up in Mount Isa,
the north Queensland mining
township which produced an-
other Australian world sport-
ing No. 1, golf's "Great White
Shark" Greg Norman.

He's come a long way since
his ATP Tour debut in 1991 in
his hometown of Brisbane
against-Russian Andrei Ches-
nokov -- a 4-6 1-6 loss which
earned him just one ranking
point and his first prizemoney
cheque of 2,340 US dollars.

[t was a small yet significant
step for the energetic, pony-
tailed, unorthodox serve-and-

round and: it wasn't until the
Mercedes Super 9 in Rome in
May that he found some form.
eventually dropping the final to
Brazil's Gustavo Kuerten.

An early exit from the
French Dlp:?tn al Roland Garros
and another hurried departure
at the hands of Jan Siemerink
in Germany the following week
continued to frustrate his bid
for the No.l ranking,

He had another chance to
claim the top spot earlier this
month before Agassi stopped
him at Wimbledon, taking over
from Pete Sampras, denying the
American the chance to beat
Ivan Lendl's record of 271 weeks
at No.l

The big question now: Can
he become the first player since
Lendl to win the US Open three
times in a row?

'Andre,

A STUTTGART,
Germany, July 21:

ad

ustavo withdraw

thrilling five-set final to Andre
Agassi at Roland Garros last

wotld have liked to have had a
week free, but | wanted to come

hopes. : By contrast, the team's three was keen to stress that he too Italian. soccer ‘and govern- ‘ i bl e orwrs Bl ot o by - ere 2iiloeead 1y e
Bo said she and the rest | revelations last season were all = wanted an essentially Italian  ment officials have supported E:glxl:{ i?ltt?,-;n t;ci i b, Kuerten's hang-  Norway's Christian Ruud when "Now, I'll go home and re-
of the Australian team were up young Italians - goalkeeper team. moves to persuade the EU to re- 3} Ly o lﬁ“til] T T over from a bitter hLe withdrew. cover from the stress of tennis.
to the task set to begin later | Christian Abbiati. defender "l set three criteria for our establish limits on foreigners, d ter-aftec , e R i e e
tain led a swift counter-attack end worsened as the worn-out

Wednesday against Argentina.

"It's almost one year ago to
the day that we beat Argentina
9-0 in Canberra without drop-

ing a set,” Bowrey said.

"Jelena and Nicole made
fantastic debuts in the singles
and they've got more Fed Cup
experience under their belts
now, as has Alicia, so they're
more than ready.”

The first 12 qualifying spots
for the Fed Cup have been filled
hﬁr Austria, Belgium, Croatia,
the Czech Republic, France,
Germany, Italy, Russia, Slo-
vakia, Spain., Switzerland and
the United States.

This year's winner will au-
tomatically progress to the
semi-finals in 2000 with the
remaining 12 nations vying for
the other three positions.

“Brazilian

Luigi Sala and midfielder Mas-
simo Ambrosini, who subse-
quently broke into the national
side.

Club vice-president Adriano
Gallianii said on Tuesday that
Milan have taken things a stage
further by signing seven Ital-
ians and just two foreigners -
Serginho and
Ukrainian Andriy Shevchenko
- for next season. '

club has decided to 'Italianicise’
the squad more, while at the
same time keeping an eye on
talent from outside Italy," he
said.

- "If a great talent like Andriy
Shevchenko is born in Kiev,
then he is welcome at Milan, as
is Serginho from Sao Paclo. But

"With the support of our'
president Silvio Berlusconi, the’

moves on the transfer market."
he said. "Firstly, the players

R | :
Real's soccer
L]
TV rights sold
MADRID, July 21 [Reuters/
Internet): Spanish television
company Sogecable, which con- -
trols Canal Plus Espana and
Canal Satelite Digital, said on
Wednesday it had bought the
rights to Real Madrid's domestic
soccer madtches for five seasons
from 2003.
Sogecable did not say how
much it had paid under the deal
which also gives it an option to

buy the rights to Real Madrid's
league and Spanish Cup

arguing for an exception to leg-
islation ot the free movement
of workers.

However. Galliani doesn't
believe that such limnits - as re-
cently sought by FIFA president
Sepp Blatter - will see the liglit

'“{“@Eéakmg personally, with a

team that's got more ltalians in
it than other clubs, such a thi
would be to our advantage. So i
I was thinking purely of Milan,
then I'd say 'ves' to it.

"But it would require a
change to the Treaty of Rome
and the unanimous support of
all the countries in the Euro-
pean Community.

"And as vou know, foot-
ballers are considered as work-
ers now and the idea of ending
their right to work within the

and clipped the ball over the
id;.r%nning goalkeeper to make
1 0

Seven minutes before half-
time, Reds added their second
goal through Kenji Oshiba after
more organised approach play
from the Spanish veteran.

After the game, watched by a
nearly full house of 15,444, De
Mos said: "I am satisfied with
the result because we put two
Fﬂals past one of the best de-
ences in Japan and didn't allow
any at the other end.

‘But we will need to play
strongly as a team in the awa
leg on Saturday for this resuit
to mean anything."

De Mos, asked for his first
impressions of Japanese soccer,
said: "I watched Japan play in

holder quit in his first set at the
1.05 million-dollar Mercedes
Cup on Wednesday, reports
AFP. !

. Officials and tournament
doctors cited "total exhaustion™
as the reason the Brazilian gave
up trailing 2-5 to Swede Magnus
Norman in their second-round
match after 37 minutes.

"l had no power, no motiva-
tion, no game, [ left everything I
had in France last week,” said
Kuerten, who will return to
Brazil for at least a fortnight of
rest. relaxation and light train-
ing.
gMEEﬂWhilE., French Open fi-
nalist Andre Medvedev made a
disastrous return to clay on
Tuesday, withdrawing from his
first-round match with an an-

after Brazil's heart-breaking 3-
2 Davis Cup quarterfinal defeat
by France in the southern
French town of Pau. He played
a five-set match against:Se-
bastien Grosjean (Friday, 9-7 in
the fifth) and a couple of three-
set matches in singles and dou-

" bles.

The world No. 5 -- Kuerten's
career-high ranking -- went 1-1
in singles and was on the losing
side in doubles. )

'l gave all I had at the Davis
Cup. I need time to rest,” said
Kuerten.

- The 22-year-old said that he
has also pulled out of the Cana-
dian Open, the next Super 9,
starting August 2.

”I'lrl]gre:;fu train and rebuild.
I've gkg'ed a lot of matches and
pushed myself," he said. "It's

back motivated for the hard-
court season.”
__The victory gives 23-vear-
old Norman -- who played the
early years of his career with a
heart-valve condition -- a 2.0
mark against Kuerten.
= The world No, 49 Swede beat
the Brazilian in a Challenger in
Sicily four years ago and has
never lost a set in the se; s,
Kuerten said he plans a re-
turn at the Cincinnati ATP
tournament starting August 9
on hardcourt in the [United
States.

Wednesday's match was the
first for Kuerten this week after
a first-round bye at the Weis-
senthof club.

Kuerten headed a field of
clay-courters, with Carlos

SEASOI. th ' ' s
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thing extremely difficult to
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