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Frustration builds for Gough

Armsﬁong's'
lead cut

©  PIAU-ENGALY, France, July
21: A slightly tired Lance Arm-
strong might have seen his lead
at the Tour de France cut by
more than a minute. But his
closest rivals still ect him to
win the wnrld'igrenﬂer cycling
event, reports AP.

'l really dont have much
luck,” Switzerland's Alez Zulle
said Tuesday. "l finished second
behind a great (Miguel] In-
durain and now I'm going to fin-
ish second behind a great Arm-

strnrlxﬁi"

Zulle, referring to the Span-
ish champion who won the
Tour an incredible five times in
a row between 1991 and 1995,
finished second in Tuesday's
climbing stage in the Pyrenees,

He remains in third place
behind Armstrong and the day's
stage winner, Fernando Es-
cartin of Spain, who jumped up
from fifth place.

Escartin had never won a
major stage before, and was
relishing the feeiinﬁ.

But he, too, thinks Arm-
strong is too strong to reel in.

"Armstrong is a very tough
rival because he has such a
strong lead," Escartin said after
crossing the finish line.

He added that Wednesday's
second and final day in the
mountains might not suit him,
because it ends with a long, flat
rumn.
Armstrong finished fourth
Tuesday, and saw his lead cut to
6 minutes, 19 seconds. He said
he found the course, featuring
siX punishing climbs, "very,

tough.”

"l tried to control things, but
in the last 2-3 kilometres
(miles) 1 felt a little tired.” he
said, "Tomorrow will be an-
other tough and long day ... but
I'm always optimistic.”

The course featured windin
mountain passes with beautifu
views of the Pyrenees valleys,
and ended at a snowcapped ski
resort.

Zulle also suffered.

"It was one of the hardest
days I've ever had on a bike. |
was really scared of cracking
altogether," he said.

I Armnstrong can protect his
lead Wednesday, he will have
taken another huge step toward

winning the Tour. He then faces
two flat stages. a time trial, and
the arrival in Paris on Sunday.

He continues to be annoyed
by allegations in the French
press that his success might be a
result of drug use,

Ngeny's time
to prove

PARIS. July 21(AFP);
Kenyan middle-distance star
Noah Ngeny has had enough of
being number two to dual world
record holder Hicham El-Guer-
rouj and at Wednesday's third
IAAF Golden League meeting
here, he is determined to take
the 1500m world mark from the
Moroccean.

The 20-year-old, who set Ahe
-Eace for El-Guerrouj when he

roke the 1500m mark last year
in Rome and then came in sec-
ond behind the Moroccan when
he broke the mile record earlier
this month again in Rome,
headlines a meeting that lost
some of its lustre with the with-
drawal of Ato Boldon from the
200 metres.

Ngeny, part of the English-
based stable managed by Kim
Macdonald, said that he wasn't
in the least bit surprised by his
improvement this year and that
it was all part of a plan he had
hatched last year after his suc-
cessful pacemaking for EI-
Guerrouj,

“We decided that it was time
to step out of the shadows and
we have come to the point where
1 am going to go for El-Guerrou-
J's 1500 metres record." he said.

"l feel hopeful about it be-
cause | don't feel the pressure of
bcilif the favourite."

actonald, who also man-
aﬁes Kenya's world 5,000m
champion Daniel Komen, said
that while records were wel-
come it wasn't what athletes
were ultimately judged on.

"When an athlete's career is
over his achievements are
judged on the titles he won and
‘not the records he broke,” Mac-
donald said.

The possibility of Ngeny
breaking the 24-year-old, Mo-
roccan's record have been
boosted b
sidelined El-Guerrouj. In Paris,
he will facz Algeria's former
record holder Noureddine
Morceli, who lost his mile
mark to El-Guerrouj in Rome.

~ Boldon, the world 200m
champion and Commonwealth
100m titleholder, had been hop-
ing to take on stablemate Mau-
rice Greene, the world 100m
recordholder, but injured him-
self in training.

"l came round the bend and
felt a sharp pain in my right
hamstring.” the 25-year-old
Trinidadian said.

‘It's not worth taking any
risks with the world champi-
onships in Seville coming up
next month.

“It's sad because its only the
second meeting that [ will have
missed in four years but with
the John Smith stable around
me | have all the support I need,
and hopefully 1 will be at
Stockholm in 10 days time."

Greene, who says he is aim-
ing to break the 100m mark
again in Seville, is left with just
one real challenger in Barba-
dian Obadele Thompson in
Paris. He felt confident enough
to suggest he would become the
first athlete to break 20 seconds
at the Charlety track.

"I feel that I have it within
me to break 20 seconds here ...
run 19.82 even,” said the man
nicknamed the 'Kansas Comet’,

"1 even think that [ can go on
to break Michael Johnson's
record of 19.32, but little by lit-
tle as my best is 19.86 at the
moment."

Wade, another of the

John Smith camp, normally
based in Los Angeles but cur-
rently training in Monaco, will
be confident of winning the
11

~world and Olympic

hampi
- Allen Johnson, -

the illness that has

Om hurdles in the absence of :

LONDON, Jul% 21

(Internet report):

England's premier
. strike owler

Darren Gough
]t could miss the
entire four-Test series against
New Zealand with injury.

England are not ruling out
the Yorkshire fast bowler from
the matches at Old Trafford and
The Oval yet.

But a recurrence of the in-
jury which eliminated him
from the first Test must place a
big question mark against his
future participation in the re-
mainder of the summer's inter-
national programme.

A disgruntled Gough fan tore

up his Lord's Test tickets and
sent them back with a com-
plaining letter to England
manager David Graveney.
. Graveney returned them
with his own reply explaining
that England’'s number one
sirike bowler was injured and
not dropped for the match.

But since Graveney posted
his return correspondence,
Gough's fitness situation has
worsened, and he will see a spe-
cialist on Thursday.

It is now looking more likel
that Gough could miss the thi
Test, and perhaps the fourth.

Gough's shin-calf problem
flared up again and he was
omitted from Yorkshire's
championship match against
Northamptonshire at Scarbor-
ough.
He has the NatWest quarter-
final, a National League and the
Super Cup final before the side
is selected for Old Trafford.

And Yorkshire have only
one championship match be-
fore the team is cﬁnsen for The
Oval. |

If Gough's injury problems

clear up, it will come down to

match fitness, and the York-

shireman has few opportunities
in which to prove it.

He returned from injury too
early in 1997 and missed the
winter tour to the West Indies,
and earlier a stress fracture in a
foot shortened his trip to Aus-

tralia in 1994/95, part of an -

injury list which has decreased
Gough's list of international
appearances.

DARREN GOUGH

England simply will not
want to take any chances with
the tﬂl‘i%h tour coming up to
South Africa and Zimbabwe.

Graveney said: "Darren did-
n't play on Sunday. He's basi-
cally back to square one with
regard to his shin, so he's off to
see a specialist on Thursday
and well see -what happens
then. :

‘It's an increasing concern to
me that it has great similarity
to a couple of years ago, a short
term injury developing into
something longer.

"It will be disappointing for

. him because it reduces his

chances of being fit enough for
Test cricket in this country and
there's also thch Super F;Ed final
coming up. He hasn't played in a
‘domestic final for Yorkshire.
"We needed him to prove to
us he can bowl longer and
longer spells, and there is no
first class cricket he can play
between the second and third

Tests, he's limited to the
NatWest quarter-final, the Na-
tional e and the Super Cup
final. ;

"It's disappointing but I
wouldn't go as far as to say that
I think he's out of the entire se-
ries.

"He was happy that he was fit
to play in Yorkshire's champi-
onship match at Edgbaston. I
went to see him bowl and you
could never detect bowling-wise
that there was a problem; it is

. when he wakes up in the mormn-
. ing. -

"He's stiff because he hasn't
bowled but he did notice the
more he was bowling, the more
the pain was coming from his
shin-calf area.

'l wasn't confident about his
stamina to take his place in a
four-man attack, and, having
spoken to him over the week-
end, the reaction wasn't getting
any better,

~ "He's been doing a lot of up-
per body training - swimming
cardio-vascular work - but the
rigours of bowling over a num-
ber of days seem to set off the
same reaction to the tendon in-
jury attached to his shin bone."

The pitch to be used for the
Lord's Test was relaid in 1996,
and Graveney is pleased with
the surface.

- The adjoining wicket, also
relaid three years ago, was used
for the high-scoring Australia-
Zimbabwe World Cup match.

LONDON, July 21
' {Internet report):

A sparkling

Graeme Hick cen-
" tury helped power
ER et Worcestershire
Royals to the top of the
National League Division One
with a thrilling two-run victory
over Leicestershire Foxes.

Hick cracked an unbeaten
110 at New Road as Worcester-
shire piled up 250 for six before
finishing off battling Leicester-
shire for 248 with a ball to
spare after spinner Richard
Ilingworth had claimed four
for 49.

Man-of-the-match Hick tore
into the Foxes attack which
contributed 50 extras including
35 wides to the hosts' total.

He hammered 13 fours off
131 balls in his first limited-
over ton of the season which
marked Worcestershire's first
ever floodlit match at New
Road.

His bumper contribution en-
abled Worcestershire to register
their highest one-day score on
the ground this term and put
them level on points with York-
shire Phoenix but with a supe-
rior run rate.

Hick's innings was allowed

lo blossom after he survived a,

difficult fingertip chance at slip

to Vince Wells off paceman Jon
Dakin when he had made 22.

He was also put down on the
boundary by Darren Stevens off
the last ball, but by then his
deadly efforts had lei{ the Foxes
badly damaged.

Hick, who also ecashed in to
the tune of #1.286 from a bene-
fit collection around the
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GRAEME HICK

ground, put on 64 in 15 overs for
the second wicket with Tom
Moody [20) and a further 92 in
17 overs during a third-wicket
partnership with Vikram
Solanki.

Hick turns up heat

The latter finally fell for 39
when he just failed to clear
Dakin on the long-off boundary
off medium-pacer Dominic
Williamson. |

Leicestershire made an en-
couraging start to their reply,
with openers Iain Sutcliffe and
Stevens putting on 57 in 11
OVers. :

They hit a major snag when
Moody removed Chris Lewis
and Sutcliffe (40} in the space of
three balls, but Ben Smith and
Darren Maddy lifted Leicester-
shire's hopes with a 60-run
stand in 13 overs. -

Once the partnership was
broken 'mever say die' Smith

continued to keep the Royals on

Ltheir toes and added 57 in seven
overs with Dakin.

As the tension heightened
Illingworth kept his cool to re-
move Dakin (36), Wells, Tim
Mason and danger man Smith
for a fine 74 which included one
six and seven fours off 85 balls.

With Leicestershire needing
four runs off the last two balls -
after David Millns had struck
the previous one high and wide
over long-on for six - Worces-
tershire clinched victo
a throw from that same bound-
ary by Matthew Rawnsley ran
put Williamson (14]).

when |

MELBOURNE,
Australia, July 21
(AFP): Foarmer
West Indies Test
all-rounder Carl
=1 Hooper wants to
play club cricket here next
summer but has shunned the
possibility of representin
Victoria in the nationa
Sheffield Shield competition.
Hooper, who retired from in-

ey

¢ ternational cricket earlier this

year, was here Wednesday for
talks with the Carlton Cricket
Club.

Club president Colin Lovitt
said Hooper was interested in
glaying club cricket in Mel-

ourne following South Aus-

tralia's inability to come to
terms with the Guyana-born
batsman.

Hooper now lives in Ade-
laide after marrying an Aus-
tralian, but the SA Cricket As-
sociation was unable to afford
his services.

Lovitt said the missing link
in Carlton securing the services
of Hooper was a sponsorship
deal to help pay for the experi-

ericed strokemaker.

Carlton last summer boasted
the services of former Pakistan
Test wrist spinner Abdul Qadir,
who took 73 wickels to romp
away with the Ryder Medal, the
award for Melbourne's best dis-
trict cricketer.

Lovitt said Qadir wanted an
increased fee to return to play

Hooper eying Melbourne

for Carlton, forcing the club to
lock elsewhere.
- He said Hooper was likely to

" give a definite answer of his in-

tentions to the club within a
fortnight.

"He's very interested and
looks like he would fit in really
well, he's a great role model and
a hell of a nice guy.” Lovitt said
Wednesday,

Hooper was reluctant to play

for Victoria due to the time
‘away from his wife and his in-

fant son in Adelaide. Lovitt
said,

The 32-year-old West Indian
remained in Adelaide when his
son was ill during the West In-
dies home four-Test series
against Australia in March-
April this year, \

He played the final two Tests
against Australia before an-
nouncing his retirement from
international cricket at the end
of the series.

Hooper played 75 Tests for
the West Indies, scoring 3916
runs at an average of about 33,
He also took 85 Test wickets
with his off-spinners.

Sales rescues Northants

LONDON, July 21
(Internet report):
David Sales
- scored his first
{, century for two
b seasons to carry
= g Northampton-
shire from a perilous 17 for
three to a healthy 303 for six on
the first day :}ly
Championship match against
Yorkshire at Scarborough.

Northamptonshire's early
problems on a grassy pitch
pointed to a short match.

But conditions eased as the
day progressed, and home cap-
tain David Byas was not ulti-
mately rewarded for his deci-
sion to insert the opposition.

Openers Matthew Hayden
and Alec Swann fell to Gavin
Hamilton, and Chris Silver-
wood bowled David Roberts off
an inside edge.

But Sales = who hit 210 not
out on his debut in 1996 - and
Russell Warren batted with in-
creasing authority and comfort
against an attack lacking the
services of Darren Gough, who
is to seek specialist advise fol-
lowing a recurrence of the calf
injury which kept him out of

the first Test.

The only cause for celebra-
tion for Yorkshire after their

. early wickets came when mid-

their County -

dle-order batsman Anthony
McGrath was awarded his first-

team cap during the afternoon
session.

‘McGrath made his debut four

Cadogan
adoper

LONDON, July 21: British

athletics chiefs on Tuesday con-
firmed that international 400
metre hurdler Gary Cadogan
failed an out of competition
drugs test on November 28 last
year, reports AFP.

A urine sample given by
Cadogan included traces of
banned substance nandrolone
and he was suspended on March
31, pending a disciplinary
commiitee hearing, UK Athlet-
ics said.

_ Procedures dictate that any
informatidn regarding a poten-
tial doping case remain confi-
dential until the outcome of the

disciplinary committee is

known

But the case was made public
by an International Amateur
Athletic Federation (IAAF)
newsletter and UK Athletics felt

they then had no option but to

confirm the case.

years ago but after a poor 1998
season asked for his release.

The signing of Richard
Harden seemed a further blow
to his chances of gaining a regu-
lar place this season, but Mc-
Grath got his chance much ear-
lier than expected when the ex-
Somerset player broke a finger
in the opening match.

Since then McGrath has re-
discovered his form and hit a
career best 142 no against Mid-
dlesex earlier this season.

Sales and Warren took ad-
vantage of some in clemandin%
bowling to put on 190 in 5
overs for the fourth wicket, and
the former had hit 17 fours
from 166 balls in his 101 when
he edged Hamilton to wicket-
kee_ﬁ?r Richard Blakey.

¢ gloveman then took a
fine leg-side catch off Craig
White's bowling to remove War-
ren 13 runs short of his first
century since August 1997. In a
more subdued innings he had
struck 11 fours from 235 balls.

Yorkshire's hopes of a major
breakthrough were dashed
left-hander Tony Penberthy
and Graeme Swann, the latter
hooking White for six in com-
piling an attractive 37 before he
was bowled by off-spinner
Michael Vaughan in the last

. over of the day.

r

Sport

Hillsborough
policemen
go on trial

LEEDS, England, July 21:
Two former senior British po-
lice officers were sent for trial

on Tuesday on charges of

manslaughter at ‘the 1989
Hillsborough stadium disaster,
reports AFP.

The tprivate prosecution
against former Chief Superin-
tendent David Duckenfield and
former Superintendent Bernard
Murray is the first criminal
case arising from the tragedy at
which 96 football fans were
crushed to death.

Members of the Hillsbor-
ough Family Support Group,
which brought the prosecution
were at s Magistrates Court
to hear stipendiary magistrate
Nigel Cadbury rule after a nine-
day hearing that both men

should stand trial at Leeds
Crown Court on August 24.
Duckenfield and Murray are

accused of the manslaughter of
John Alfred Anderson and
James Gary Aspinall on April
15, 1989,

They are also accused of
wilfully neglecting to carry out
a public duty.

Anderson, 62, and Aspinall,
18, were among those who died
at the Sheffield Wednesday

round during an FA Cup semi-
inal between Liverpool and
Nottingham Forest.

~ The  Liverpool fans were
crushed to death on terracing at
the Leppings Lane end of the
stadium.

KU fines
France '98
organisers

BRUSSELS, July 21: A 1000
Euros fine (about 1,050 dollars)
was imposed on the 1998 World
Cup organising committee by
the European Union (EU) on
Tuesday lor poor ticketing ar-
ran%ements, reports AFP.

he EU spokesman de-
scribed the arrangements,
which saw 60 per cent of tickets
go on sale to the French public,
as discriminatory.

The EU believed the organiz-
ers had abused their powerful
position in ticketing sales by
not giving an equal footing for
fans across Europe.

A fine of up to 10 per cent of
the revenue generated by the
World Cup was a possibility,
which would have resulted in
million of dollars.

The low fine will disappoint
fans particularly in England.
Holland, Belgium, Germany,
Italy and Spain, who were the
main critics. -

Kosgeil again
Kenya coach

NAIROBI, July 21: Former
Kenya national athletics head
coach Mike Kosgei was re-ap-
pointed on Wednesday to the job
he was fired from five years ago
by the coutry's sports governing
-body, reports AFP.

_Kosgei is back with us and
will assist the in coaching of
the team for the All Africa
Games in South Africa,” Kenya
Amaleur Athletic Association
{Mﬁd | secretary David Okeyo
Sda101.

Kosgei, who remains the
country's most successful ath-
letics coach, is regarded here as
the mastermind of Kenya's suc-
cess in World Cross Country
Championships, having led the
team to 10 successive victories
from 1986.

But he ran into trouble when
he criticised the country's ath-
letic administrators in 1995.

After being fired, Kosgei

went to Finland to help coach
athletes in the Scandinavian
country, once a power in middle
and long-distance running,
where during his tenure, he
coached Anne-Marie Sandell to
win the women's world cross-
country title in Durham, Eng-
land, in 1996.

He returned to Kenya early
last year and joined the Kip-
choge Keino High altitude train-
ing centre, established by the
International Olympic Com-
mittee (IOC) for training middle
and long-distance runners in
Africa, as one of the coaches.

But i the face of growing
competition from other leading
athletic nations, the KAAA
sought Kosgei's return, as the
country's top athletes warned
that their track domination
would suffer in the absence of
an aggressive coach.

The doctor’s
- explanation

BOSTON. Massachusetts,
July 21} The doctor who denied
a United States appeal for Pete
Sampras to replace Todd Mar-
tin in the deciding Davis Cup
singles match with Australia,
has stood by his call, reports
AFP,

“You have to be ethical about
it,” Richard Paul said. "I think
it was one (decision) where in-
tegrity had to be maintained.
You wouldn't want to win an
event with an asterisk on it."

Martin told Paul he was un-
able to play against Pat Rafter
but Paul, after a discussion with
the player and watching him
for several minutes, pro-
nounced him fit to play. .

Martin went on to push
Rafter, who will become world
number one in a week, to five
sets before falling as Australia
reached the Davis Cup semifi-
nals.

Paul said the match showed
that his ruling, which was at-
tacked by US team doctor David
Altchek and US captain Tom
Gullikson, had been right,

Martin claimed he had been
overcome by heat after a work-
out. Paul said he saw nothing to
indicate Martin was unfit to

play.

3

"He was certainly fully in
command in every capacity,”
Paul said. "So there was no hard
evidence he couldn't play.”
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close eye on.a

Shanghai Senhua move during their exhibition encounter at Shanghai yesterday. United

~won 2-0.

SHANGHAI, July

21: Football fans

here voiced disap-
 pointment Wedne-
N . sday as a Manch-
B CSSasad  ester United team
missing nearly all its biggest
stars put away Chinese lea%ue
leaders Shanghai Shenhua 2-0
in unspectacular fashion,
reports . :

"We've been cheated out of
our money,” a teenage bo
sporting a United jersey W‘ilg
star midfielder David Beck-
ham's name and number said
after the hotly anticipated
match, which sold out an un-
precedented five weeks in ad-
vance.

'l came to see the team that
won the treble, not this,” he said
referring to United's stunning
performance in winning the

English Premier League title,

the FA Cup and European Cup
in succession.

Beckham stayed at home for
rehabilitation after .returning
from his honeymoon with pop
diva Victoria
Adams with an unhealed ham-
string injury. _

Team manager Alex Fergu-
son was to be knighted by Queen
Elizabeth 11 Wednesday and
could not make the trip.

‘Regular captain Roy Keane,

Shangh

"Posh Spice"

Norwegian defender Ronn
Johnsen. England midfielder
Paul Scholes and defender Gary
Neville also stayed at home to
recuperate from off-season in-
juries.

But Shanghai fans, who paid
60 to 500 yuan (seven to 60 dol-
lars) a ticket for Wednesday's
match, were outraged to dis-
cover that Welsh wizard Ryan
Giggs did not play although he
travelled to Shanghai:

Star strikers Andy Cole and -

Teddy Sheringham played only
one half each, and Dwight
Yorke was only inserted in in-
jury time.

Shenhua drew repeated
roars from the strongly parti-
san crowd of 80,000 in the
scoreless first half, engineering
more scoring opporfunities and
keeping pace with the English
squad. '

But they could not convert
any of their chances, and
United went ahead in the 57th
minute after a series of misses.
Ole Gunnar Solskjaer beat
goalkeeper Ou Chuiliang in a
one-on-one charge with a deft
tap at close range that rolled
just inside the right post.

Sloppy defensive play in the

area 12 minutes later saw an

unmarked Sheringham collect

1l not s

e AFP Ph oto

atisfied

a deflected ball directly in front
of the goal mouth and slam it
into ihe back of the net. The
Fuals drew lukewarm applause
rom the ¢rowd.

Before the game a number of
fans said they were keen to see
how their league-leading Shen-
hua side would compare with
F;gted but most left dissatis-
1 1h, =

. 'Shenhua played as well as
they did and could have easily
won or tied, but it didn't mean
s0 much to me, because it wasn't

- the real Manchester United ...

the team we see on television,”
said a man who brought his
seven-year-old son.

.. Reports and rumours about
Beckham's presence or absence
for the mateh had in recent
weeks caused blackmarket

prices for tickets to rise and fall
wi]d_ly.

United, who have legions of
supporters throughout the
world, aimed to capitalise on
their phenomenal recent' suc-
cesses by further promotin
their 'brand' during the tour o
Australia and the Far East.

The football world's richest
and most glamorous club made
29.6 million pounds profit last
year after excluding players'
transfer fees.

Cole faces legal action

4 MELBOURNE,

. Australia, . July

1 21: A prominent
law firm was
- Wednesday ap-
pointed by  Aus- -
Carlton to seek
possible compensation from
Manchester United over Andy
Cole's tackle that has jeopar-

dised the football career of Si-

mon Colosimo, reports AFP.

Legal firm Slater and Gor-
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poster of his heroes;

don, regarded as one of the ,

country simast adfréssive advo-
cates, is considering legal zic-"

tion against Manchester United
and Cole after young defender
Colosimo was ruled out for a
minimum ‘six. months with
damaged knee ligaments.
Twenty year-old Colesimo
requires a complete knee recon-
struction following Cole's high
challenge during Sunday’s 1-0
win over Australia in Sydney.
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A Manchester United fan at Shanghai airport shows a

— AFP photo

" badl

Colosimo's Melbourne club
Catlton said they had ap-
proached the law firm after a
string ol international lawyvrs
contacted the club saying they
were prepared to represent the
player,

Solicitor Peter Gordon said
he would study' all available
material before deciding
whether to proceed with litiga-
tion.

"But there is no doubt that
the law recognises claims like
this.” he said Wednesday. =

"At the minimum‘we will be
examining the role of Andy
Cole and Manchester United's
policy and instructions to their
players and the position of
other organisations like Soccer
Australia and the tour promot-
ers (Rivkin Entertainment)," he
said.

Gordon said however his
firm had its own reputation to
protect and would not be pursu-
ing legal action if it considered
the case frivolous. -

Carlton director 'Lou Sticca
sald the club was sickened by
the fhallen%e and he confirmed
that the club had not taken out
any independent insurance to
cover the player during the
Manchester United game be-
lieving he was covered by the
national league's insurance,

Colosimo was nursing a
swollen leg Wednesday
and had been due to begin trials
in urope next month.

United issued a statement.
Tuesday which said: "Andy Cole
and Manchester United are ex-
tremely upset by comments in
the media following our match
in Sydney on Sunday, in which
Andy was involved in an acci-
dental collision with Simon
olosimo.

"Andy has sent a private
message to Simon together with
his best wishes for a speedy re-

covery.' it said. :

Colosimo said Wednesday
there had been no private mes-
sage from Cole,

"All I know is that there was
somebody who said there was
something on the Internet," he
said,

Colosime will undergo
surgery on the weekend.

# P  West Ham's new
- 4 Costa Rican stri-
=. ker Pauloe Wan-

A\ chope on Tuesday
B -1 lashed out at his
treatment by his former Eng—
lish Premiership club Derby

County, reports AFP.

The 22-year-old was being
paraded by West Ham after
completing his 3.5 million
Fuund (5.2 million dollar) move
rom Derby last weekend.

He left Pride Park under a
cloud after he was accused of be-
ing a "disruptive influence” to-
wards the end of last season.

But Wanchope insisted that
he never asked to leave Derby.
and that he was "hurt" by the
way the club had treated him.

"l wasn't looking to move
from Derby," said Wanchope.
"But things changed and | am

" here now,
“It hurt me to be accused of |
being a disruptive influence - it |

is horrible. But | know what 1
did for that club, so I feel okay.
‘1 got on well with the fans

there. When a player works
hard and does things right he
hopes he will get a good recep-
tion and now I hope that will
happen for me at West Ham."

Wanchope scored 10 goals
last season. He was wanted by
clubs in Italy, but was happy to
sign for Hammers' boss Harry
Redknapp.

"There was interest in me
from Italy but I wanted to stay
in the Premier League,"” said
Wanchope.

"l like the way West Ham
Flﬂj.r football and I am looking
orward to being part of the
team."” :

Redknapp is looking for-
ward 1o having the most unpre-
dictable forward line in the
Premiership when Wanchope
teams up with Italian striker
Paolo Di Canio.

°l like people with ability
and Paulo is a special player."
said Redknapp.

"He is a match-winner and I
like to go into games with
someone who can do things
which are a little bit different.

Wanchope blasts Derbjf

LONDON, July 21:

"He is only 22, and he is a
great athlete who has pace. He
has signed for four years and I
think he will be a great asset."

Wanchope is awaiting his
new work permit to come
through but is expected to make
his Hammers debut against
Charlton in Keith Peacock's
pre-season testirnonial on Fri-
day week.

Fie may also be joined at Up-
ton Park by Croatian interna-
tional detender Slaven Bilic,
whom Redknapp is hoping to
re-sign from Everton.

Bilic was sold to Everton for
4.5 million pounds, but his time
on Merseyside did not live up to
expectations and Redknapp is
hoping to get him back this
week on a [ree transfer.

"If 1 can get Slaven back for
nothing it will be great busi-
ness,” said Redknapp.

'He is a good player and
Flaycd in the World Cup semi-
inal last year. I haven't got

big money to spend, so even if
He costs a ml'EﬁSﬁ?rr witf- be

worth it."



