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.Rashed Mosharraf seems
winning the battle

By Nazmul Ashraf

The Jamalpur Awami League
leaders who took on Rashed
Mosharraf seem to have run out
of steam while the state minis-

ter is clearly on way to winning -

the battle.

The five MPs who were re-
ported to have spearheaded the
“suspension” decision on Sat-
urday themselves appeared di-
vided on the issue. Some of
them were evasive,

One of the five is state minis-
ter for religious affairs
Maulana Nurul Islam.

Al least one of the MPs who
could be reached by phone even
denied her reported presence in
the meeting that decided on the
suspension. Another said he
had little knowledge of the de-
velopments.

The Jamalpur AL president
and four other party MPs from
the district, who were to meet
party chief and prime minister
Sheikh Hasina to explain their
position on the issue, could not
meet her until yesterday. It was
also decided that the five-mem-
ber team would appeal to the
PM to remove Mosharraf as
minister in charge of Jamalpur
district.

The Jamalpur AL on Satur-
day suspended Mosharraf's
membership in the district
chapter on charges of under-
mining the district committee
and misconduct with the party
MPs from the area.

Mosharraf has meantime
explained his position to some
top party leaders including gen-
eral secretary Zillur Rahman.
He has also written to prime
minister Sheikh Hasina, de-

fending his position.

Talking to The Daily Star
last night, Mosharraf said he
would no longer need to talk to
the prime minister, which he
had earlier planned. “The
prime minister has already re-
ceived my letter. Several cen-
tral leaders have also briefed
her adequately on the matter.
It's no more my personal affair.
It's the central leaders who are
now looking into the issue and
they will settle it with the party
chief.” said the state minister.

Meanwhile, Tahura All, the
MP from the reserved seat
woman that includes Jamalpur,
told The Daily Star last night
that she was not at all present
at the meeting that suspended
Mosharraf, as reported in the
press.

“l could not attend the
meeting due to my illness,” she
said, adding none of the Ja-
malpur leaders informed her of
her inclusion in the team. as-
signed to meet the prime minis-
ter. “It's very unfortunate.”

Asked about the decision
against the land minister,
Tahura Ali said, "I don't know
what I would have done if | had
been in that meeting.”

Another Jamalpur AL MP
Abul Kalam Azad also expressed
his ignorance about the latest
developments on the Mosharraf
issue.

The three other MPs -- Mirza
Azam, who is secretary of AL's
Jamalpur unit, Rezaul Karim
Hira and the state minister for
religion -- could not be con-
tacted despite repeated at-
tempts,

Steps being taken
to build hotel
at Z1A

Necessary steps are being
taken to build a hotel of inter-
national standard at Zia Inter-
national Airport (ZIA]), reports
BSS.

A press release of the Civil
Aviation Authority (CAA) is-
sued here yesterday said, like
many other countries, it has
been planned to construct a ho-
tel of international standard at
ZIA.

The government has advised
the CAA to accelerate the im-
plementation of hotel con-
struction under BOT (build. own
and transfer) system with a
view to creating accommoda-
tion for foreign guests during
the NAM summit, to be held in
Dhaka in 2001, the press re-
lease added.

A total of eight proposals
were submitted after the au-
thorities called on December 13
last year for proposals to con-
struct the hotel.

After preparing the compar-
alive statement, the release
said, the authorities issued let-
ter of intent on May 19 this year
in favour of the 'Prizama Par-
mata SDN, BHD.

But as per the terms of condi-
tions, Prizama Parmata could
not submit the earnest money
and performance guarantee
within June 1.

- hour hartal, called b

Hartal observed
at Rajbari
demanding bridge

over Padma

RAJBARI, July 21: An eight-
Rajbari
Rail Protection and Padma
Bridge Implementation San-
ram Committee, was observed
iere peacefully today, reports
UNB.

The committee at a post-har-
tal rally announced a series of
fresh agitation programmes to
realise its demands.

The programmed include,
strike at educationdl institu-
tions of the district and a mass
hunger sirike in front of the
Deputy Commissioner's office
on August 3, a day-long hartal
in the district on August 17 and

rail-road barricade on August
3

3 policemen

suspended
in Pirojpur
PIROJPUR. July 21: Three
police Sub-Inspectors (SI) were
suspended for their alleged neg-
ligence of duties. and allega-
tions lodged by local people, re-
ports LINB.
They are SI Salauddin and
Moazzem Hossain of Sadar

thana and Samsuddoha of
Kaukhali thana.

Involuntary resettlement

New WB safeguard
policies by year end

In a bid to convert its already
mandatory safeguard policies
for involuntary resettlement
against development projects,
World Bank yesterday released
a draft policy seeking public
comments before finalisation,
reports UNB.

"There is already a policy,
but case studies on Jevelnpment
projects around the world en-
couraged the Bank to take the
new policy," Reidar Kvam, team
leader of Bangladesh Social De-
velopment Unit of the World
Bank, told a press conference
here in the afternoon.

He saild the new policy is ex-
pected to come into being by the
end of this year after necessary
processes, including reviewing
the comments from the masses.

-Its almost final after two
years consultation, but the
Bank management wants fur-
ther consultation to finalise it,"
sald the senior anthropologist
of the Social Development Unit
of the World Bank for South
Asian Region.

People can rush their opin-
ion on the draft till first week of
September, he added.

Kvarm said if poor people are
displaced from their home-
steads or lose agricultural lands
and other assets, it can cause
hardship and impoverishment.

"While Bangladesh and other
couiltries have laws governing
land acquisition, these laws
generally only provide for basic
compensation when govern-
ment expropriates land, and is
limited to land and private
property,” he said.

He said the laws do not pro-
vide compensation to the ten-
ants, traditional user groups

and those losing access to

COMITION property resources.
Nor do they provide rehabil-
itation assistance for those los-
ing their livelihood through
land acquisition, say when ac-
quisition of agricultural land
causes a farming household to
lose its future income source.
the World Bank official added.

"Only cash compensation
can not be the solution because
the recipients of the compensa-
tion may not use the cash for fu-
ture security,” he said.

"Bangladesh's national
guidelines on these issues is
still inadequate ... the World
Bank's safeguard policy is quite
different from the national
laws."

About the cost of a project
under the safeguard policy,
Kvam said the cost cnulc? be as
high as 10 per cent of the total
project cost, but it depends on
the respective projects.

The resettlement work of the
Jamuna Multi-purpose Bridge
project is yet to be completed, he
said adding in reply to a ques-
tion that it would continue for
another one year.

Speaking at the press con-
ference, World Bank sociologist
for the South Asian Region T K"

Barua said some seven prﬂer:ts
are being implemented in
Bangladesh under the safeguard
policy.

The projects include Jamuna
Multi-purpose Bridge Project.
second RRMM project, third
RRMM project, second Rural
Roads and Market Improve-
ment and Maintenance Project,
Dhaka Urban Transport Pro-
ject, River Bank Protection Pro-
_hc:th and Coastal Embankment

abilitation Project.
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JS body to probe
alleged human

trafficking by
Natya Shikhangan

A d-member committee has
been formed to investigate the
alleged 'human trafficking' by
Natya Shikhangan in the name
ol attending a cultural function
in Germany, reporis UNB.

The probe body was consti-
tuted at a meeting of the Stand-
ing Committee on Cultural Af-
fairs Ministry held at Sangsad
Bhaban with committee chair-
man ASM Firoj in the chair
yesterday.

Committee member Tas-
mima Hossain has been made
convenor of the probe body. The
other members of the commit-
tee are Ramesh Chandra Sen
and Shamsul Alam Pramanik.

The meeting also discussed
the plan to expand the activities
of Bangladesh Shilpakala
Academy up to district and
thana levels.

The meetinig also reviewed
the progress of the implemen-
tation of development pro-
grammes taken earlier in vari-
ous oflices and departments
under Cultural Affairs Min-
istry.

Committee members State
Minister for Sports, Youth and
Cullural Affairs Obaidul
Quader, Ramesh Chandra Sen,
M Abdul Latif Biswas, Tasmima
Hossain and Shamsul Alam
Pramanik and M Harunur
Rashid attended the meeting.

Forex seized
By Staff Correspondent

Foreign currency worth
about Tk. 6.75 lakh was seized
from a foreign national at the
Zia International Airport (ZIA)
on Tuesday.

According to customs offi-
cials, Van Der Heiben tried to
pass through the customs hall
with US dollar 13,250 on his
way to board an Emirates flight
at about 8:45 p.m. on Tuesday.

Customs surveillance team
on suspicion searched him and
recovered the money which he
was carrying without any prior
declaration.

A departmental case was

lodged in this connection with
the incident.

Rajuk

From page |

widespread reaction.

Asked in which meeting the

lots had been allocated, the of-
icial preferred not to answer
the guestion. However, it is
learnt that the plots were allo-
cated at the directive of Public
Works and Housing Minister
Engineer Mosharraf Hossain.

The meeting to give approval
to the PM's directive was held

off twice as there has been no
such rules and regulation of Ra-

“Such directive was the first
ever Rajuk has received from a
head of the government,” an-
other Rajuk official said.

"The meeting was scheduled
for the day before yesterday, but
it could not get off due to un-
avoidable circumstances.”

Informed sources, however,
said the board meeting could
not take place in the wake of
Sunday’'s agitation by Rajuk
employees who demanded al-
lotment of plot from special

jured when two

quota for Rajuk employees.
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garment factory of Dhaka Dyeing. The picture was taken

— Star photo

Alleged vandalism in garment unit

Owner lodges complaint
against MP Iqbal

By Staff Cc}rre;.spundent

The owner of Dhaka Dyeing
and BGMEA vice-president, Nu-
rul Haq Sikder. has lodged a
complaint with Ramna thana
accusing ruling party MP HBM
Igbal and some unidentified
persons of vandalising his
garment factory on Tuesday af-
ternoon,

T've lodged an FIR with
Ramna thana in which HBM
Igbal, a member of parliament
from the ruling party, and a
group of unidentified persons
were accused for storming my
garments factory at Eskaton on
Tuesday afternoon,” Sikder
said at a press conferenice at the
Bangladesh Garment Manufac-
turers' and Exporters' Associa-
tion (BGMEA) office yesterday.

He alleged that a group of
terrorists under the leadership
of Igbal attacked the factory,
destroyed exportable goods and
smashed valuable machines
and furniture. "They also
locked the gate following the
incident.” he alleged.

The sign of vandalismm was
evident during a visit to the fac-
tory by this correspondent yes-
terday. Huge garment items
were scattered on the floor.
Some damaged machines were
also lying on the floor.

BGMEA president Anisur
Rahman Sinha also addressed
the press conlerence. Other
BGMEA leaders were also pre-
sent. Sikder said though he had
lodged FIR he was yet to receive
number of the case from the
thana.

Sinha said the attack by a
ruling party MP on a garment
factory was unprecedented and

a sad news for the whole gar-
ment industry. "It would be ve
difficult to save hundreds of
garment factories if this type of
incidence happens regularly.”

He said everything should be
done according to law and no-
body should take law in his own
hand.

He informed the journalists
that immediately after the in-
cident, the BGMEA leadershi
was engaged in lobbying w&tlﬁ
the government high ups for a
settlement.

The minister for commerce
and industry, the minister for
home aflairs and officials at
Prime Minister's Office were

See page 11 Col 8

36 more outlaws
surrender

From Our Correspondent

JESSORE, July 21: Thirty-
six armed cadres of outlawed
Sramajibi Mukti Andolan from
three thanas of the district sur-
rendered to the Superintendent
of Police, Jessore today.

Led by Karj Ashraf, they also
laid down 22 fire arms and 34
bullets.

Of the surrendered persons,
19 from Kotwali thana, 16 from
Bagherpara thana and one from
Chougachha thana.

Police said another group of
six outlaws belonging to Biplobi
Communist Party, from Ab-
hoynagar thana, led by Rafiqul
Islam, surrendered to the SP.

Jessore with ten fire arms yes-
terday.,

-'Local, non-local' factions of

JCD clash at JU: 5 hurt

By JU Correspondent

At least five people were in-
lactions of
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal (JCD)
clashed over formation of a new
university comimittee at JU yes-
terday noon,

The two 'local’ and 'non-lo-
cal' factions clashed in presence
of the JCD central committee
president. vice president and
general secretary.

The injured are former stu-
dents Faisal, Tutul, Biplab,
university guard Anwar Hos-
sain and an unidentified out-
sider.

Tension gripped the campus
as over 60 outsiders in four mi-
crobuses and 15 motor bikes en-
tered the campus at around 10
am and gathered in front of So-
cial Science Building where a
meeting to form a new univer-
sily committee was scheduled to
be held.

After a brawl between the
leaders of 'local’ and 'non-local’
groups, the outsiders went out of
the campus but took position in
front of the dairy farm gate.

When JCD president Habi-
bunnabi Sohel, vice president
Monowar Hossain Rana, gen-
eral secretary Nasiruddin
Ahmed Pintu and local MP De-
wan Salauddin arrived, all the
waiting outsiders again entered
the campus. The two groups

locked in a clash at around 12
noon when the non-locals
protested the presence of out-
siders on the campus. The out-
siders entered the campus al-
legedly in aid of the locals.

The clash stopped at the in-
tervention by the JCD central
leaders but the local MP left the
SCEIe.

At that time, some
Bangladesh Chhatra League ac-
Livists chased the outsiders and
drove them out of the campus.

Al this, the agitated 'local’
JCIY activists put up a barricade
on the Dhaka-Aricha Highway
near the PATC for about 90
minutes. They also damaged ten
buses and two trucks.

Tension heightened when
some 15 rounds of gunshots
were fired allegedly by local
JCD men near the Bishmail
Gate of the university at around

1:15 pm.

Meanwhile, leaders of the
two feuding groups held a
meeling in presence of the JCD
central leaders. The meetin
lasted for a few minutes an
ended without any decision.

The local JCD faction at JU
comprises students from Savar
and adjoining areas while the
non locals comprise students
from rest of the country.

This has been the regular scene on the road from Saidabad Bus Terminal to Jatrabari

crossing. Every ‘morning, commuters stuck in the congestion complain, it takes up to three-

hours to crawl through the chaos.

_l
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Clashes mark BNP-called
hartal at Manikganj
17 hurt, 100 vehicles damaged

MANIKGANJ, July 21: Spo-
radic clashes left at least 17
people injured and a hundred
vehicles damaged as opposition
BNP enforced a dawn-to-dusk
hartal here today to protest
Tuesday's kill&rﬁ% of a JCD
leader, reports :

A murder case was lodged
with police against 14 people,
including Chhatra League
leader Asgar Ali, on charge of
killing Kabul.

BNP and JCD had called the
hartal also demanding arrest of
the killers of Kabul Hossain

HKabul. An MA student of Gov-

ernment Debendra College, he
was chopped to death by some
assailants on his way to Gosher
Bazar in the town on Tuesday.

Witnesses said troubles
erupted when Chhatra League
supporters hurled stones and
crackers on a mou proces-
sion brought out by the Jatiy-
atabadi Chhatra Dal at the Ru-
pali Bank Crossing in the town.

At least 14 JCD activists, in-
cluding its president Samshul
Islam, were injured d ex-
change of gunshots between the
two rival student groups. :

Riot police reso to baton
charge and fired teargas shells
and rubber bullets to disperse
the clashing groups.

Road communications be-
tween Dhaka and other parts in
southern-northern region re-
mained snap during the har-
tal hour as JCD and Jubo Dal

activists put up barricades on
the Dhaka-Aricha highway in
the morning.

The pickets ed a hun-
dred of passing vehicles on the
higlhway. witnesses and offi-
cials said. ' :

All shops, business estab-
lishments, banks and educa-
tional institutions also re-
rglamed closed during the har-
tal.

Meanwhile, BNP secretary
general Abdul Mannan
Bhuiyan yesterday protested
the "firing by Awami terrorists"
on a procession that was carry-
Eﬁ de body of a JCD activist,

e

in Manikganj on Tues-
day, and d ed the arrest of
the killers.
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And is about to come knocking at YOUR door
- tohavea PEPSI! @ -

If you really really want World Cup & PEPSI Star Minhajul Abedin
NANNU to come to your home, meet your friends & have PEPS] with all
of you, all you have to do is complete the following sentences below & send
it to the given address by 27.7.99.

If your answers are convincing enough, we will bring the World Cup '99 S_tar_
at your doorstep any day. So keep chilled PEPS] rcady at home and send
in the entry NOW !!! L L e

1. I want NANNU to come and enjoy a PEPS] with me because (in 30 words)
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Send your entry to: | '- |
C/o The Baily Star Box No. A-1620 Dhanmondi R/ADhaka

Rules & Regulations:

1. The contest is open to ali Bangiadeshi nationals in Dhaka only. 2. Winners will be choosen on the basis
of best write up. 3. Employees and Family members of PEPSI Bangladesh, ASIATIC MCL, The Daily
Star and Prothom Alo are not entitled to take part in the contest 4, The decision of the judges will
be considered final and no correspopndence will be entertained in this regard. 5. The winning
slogan/answer will be the property of PEPSI Bangladesh 6. Winners will be informed by
telephone/letter. 7. The last date of receiving entries is 27.7.99. :
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