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Posting, promotion
guideline for
APBn formulated

A high-level meeting in the
city yesterday formuiated a
guideline for posting and pro-
motion of the Armed Police
Battalion (APBn], reports UNB,

The new guideline will facil-
itate transfer of APBn rank and
file to other branches of police
— constable after 14 years ser-
vice, Nayek after 16 years, Hav-
ildar after 18 years and Subedar
after 24 years,

Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim was present at the meet-
ing at the police headquarters.

IGP AYBI S5Siddigui and other
senior police officials, includ-

ing DIG of APBn Moinuddin
Chisti, attended the meeting.

During the last 10-12 years,
promotion of some Havilders
and Subedars were held up due
to administrative complexity.
The meeting decided to promote
them according to seniority.

Promotion and inter-post-
ing facilities are a long-cher-
ished aspiration of APBn mem-
bers, Last week, they vented
their resentment over the mat-
ter.

British animation
film week begins
- July 24

The British Council, with co-
sponsorship from DHL, will or-
anise the British animation
ilm week in Dhaka and Chit-
tagong, reports UNB,

In Dhaka, the week will be
held on July 24-28 at the
British Council auditorium.

In Chittagong, the screening
of the films will be held from
July 31 to August 4 at the Zia
Memorial Hall, said a press re-
lease Wednesday.

Admission cards are avail-
able free of charge at the recep-
tion pf the British Council Li-
brary at 5 Fuller Road, Dhaka,
and at the Engineers' Institu-
tion Building, SS Khaled Road.
Chittagong.

conferred FRC
(Path) degree

Dr Anwarul

been conferred FRC (Path) de-

ege of Surgeons, England for
his invaluable contribution to
thd field of medical science;
says apressreleaser = - -

He invented Bone Marrow
Biopsy and Aspiration Needle
which is being used all over the
world. ;

Earlier, he was conferred |

ee recently by the Rglyal Col-

- el
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Acid-burn victims returned home yesterday from Spain after having treatment there.

— Star photo

Dr Anl Islam

Islam, a
Bangladeshi physician, has |

Rangpur Tech
University

. foundation stone

laying July 24

RANGPUR, July 21: The
foundation stone of the Science
and Technology University in
Rangpur town will be laid on
July 24, reports BSS.

According to the district
administration, Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Hasina is expected to
lay the foundation stone of the
university at a function to be
held at the site of the proposed
university. Earlier Sheikh
Hasina committed to establish
a university in this district
towt.

The Carmichael College au-
thority, meanwhile, handed
over the deeds of 75 acres of

barren land owned by the col-

lege to Meshbah Uddin Ahmed,
project director of the Science

and Technology University last
month.

Analogue phones
In Sunamgan;

goes digital

All analﬂ[?ue telephones of
Sunamganj di
verted into digital lines from
tomorrow, reports UNB,

Bangladesh Telegraph and
Telephone Board said the work
o convert the telephone ex-
change and its expansion are
going on in full swing to provide
subscribers of the district with
modern telecommunication
Service.

After conversion, all three-
digit telephone numbers will be
changed into five digits and the
subscribers will have to dial
"05" before their existing ana-
logue number. 3

strict will be con- .

Congenial atmosphéré at CHT s

for development: Kibria

RANGAMATI, July 21: Fi-
nance Minister Shah AMS Kib-
ria said here today that a very
congenial atmosphere has been
prevailing in the Chittagong
Hill Tracts region for imple-
menting development pro-
grammes for socio-economic
upliftment of the people there,
reports BSS.

The minister pointed out
that it was the sincere efforts of
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
and cooperation of the Chit-
taf.l{ung Hill Tracts people which
helped create the suitable situa-
tion for execution of develop-
ment programmes in the re-
gion.

Addressing chairman and
the members of CHT Regional
council at the council audito-
rium here, the minister said
that CHT had remained ne-
glected for many years in the
past and as such desired devel-
opment could not be achieved.
The present government, he
said, is eager to develop the re-
gion so that the people can en-
joy the benefits.

The meeting was also ad-
dressed by CHT Affairs Minis-
ter Kalpa Ranjan Chakma,
chairman of CHT regional
council Jyotirindra Bodhipriyo
Chakma, chairman of CHT De-
velopment Board Bir Bahadur
MP, regional council member
Gautom Kumar Chakma, Kha-
grachhari Hill District Council
chairman Jyotindra Lal
Tripura and member K S Mom,
chairman of CHT refugee af-
fairs taskforce Dipankar
Talukdar MP, economic affairs
division secretary Dr Mashiur
Rahman, acting secretary of
CHT  Affairs Ministry
Shakhawat Hussain and heads

-: of different departments were

present on the occasion.

Leaders of CHT regional
council said that the CHT peace
accord had ensured peace and
created opportunities for im-
plementing development pro-
grammes in the area. They
called for rehabilitation of
tribal refugees, settlement of
land disputes, raising of forests
and coordination for develop-
ment activities,

Six injured in
Lalmonirhat

LALMONIRHAT, July 21: A
fierce clash between two rival
gm*u?s in the town today left six
people injured, two of them crit-
ically, reports UNB.

Seriously injured Alam, 22,
and Shahjahan, 24, were
rushed to Rangpur Medical Col-
lege Hospital. Police arrested
one Masud in this connection.

The clash was the sequel to
Tuesday night's attack on the
office of Delta Life Insurance
(DLI) at Saptan by some unruly
youths. -

According to police and wit-
nesses, some youths of Kalibari
in the town ransacked DLI of-
fice at Saptan for refusing to
lend them a motorcycle.

Youths of Kalibari and Sap-
tan, armed with lethal
weapons, clashed throughout
the day today. One %rnup set
ablaze the house of a DLI officer
and motorcycle of the company.

Riot police were deployed to
avert further clashes. Shops
and business establishments in
the town remained closed since
morning.

PhD degree by the Hammer |

Smith Hospital, England. In
Bangladesh, he obtained MBBS
deﬁrte from Dhaka Medical |
College in 1970. !
He is now serving as a physi-

‘cian in Rosswell Park Memo- ||

rial Hospital in USA. !
: Dr Anwarul Islam is the
youngest son of noted scouts or-
ganiser Bhuiyan Bhai.

- Qulkhwami

Qulkhwani of
leading busi-
nessman Ash- |
. gar Ali Sharif
Fo T will be held to- |

* BEF day at Gazi
B Bhaban at 41,

", Naya Paltan in |
o e Lhe city after |
~ & ¢ Maghreb |

1 prayers, says a
press release,
Late Ashgar, husband of
noted beautician Zerina Ashgar
died in an Indian hospital on
Sunday last. He left behind his |
wife, two sons. a daughter and
host of relatives to mourn his

death.
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Acting British High Commissioner to Bangladesh, Stephen Turner (centre), and his wife,

Maureen Turner, with this year's selected Chevening scholars at a reception in the city on
Tuesday. Turner hosted the reception in honour of Chevening scholars who have
completed their courses in the United Kingdom and returned to Bangladesh and those who

will begin their UK studies in September.

The extension of Biswa Road leading to Saidabad is badly damaged. Its condition has further deteriorated following

heavy rains, causing immense suffering to those who use the road every day.

— Star photo

Bank CEOs
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sider lending and weak man-
agement.

According to his report, 83
per cent of the loans given by
the private commercial banks
(PCBs) had turned classified by
the end of 1998. For some
banks, the figure was as high as
46 per cent.

On the other hand, the PCBs
had a total Tk 1028 crore short-
tall in loan provisioning,
which showed how vulnerable
these banks are in case of emer-
gency, he said. -

e governor observed that
insider lending was a major
problem for the PCBs. The cen-
tral bank inspection teams
have already unearthed a num-
ber of such cases in which the
directors took loans violating
laws, he said.

Most of these loans were
taken without adequate collat-
eral and by flouting banking
rules, he said. Such practices
have weakened the positions of
the banks and resulted in loan
classification and capital inad-
equacy, he said. .

Of the nine PCBs which were
given permission during the
1980s, six became ‘trouble
banks' as rated by CAMEL rat-
ing, the governor said. This rat-
ing is based on capital ade-
quacy, management, equity and
liquidity situation of a bank.

Although these banks have
improved their situation to
some extent, most are still suf-
fering from weaknesses, he
said.

The governor suggested that
at least two more money loan
courts be set up in Dhaka for
quick disposal of loan default
cases.

B55 adds: The Standing
Committee suggested division
of function between board of di-
rectors and chiel executive of
the private banks.

e committee laid stress on
the reforms of banking laws
and their proper application.

Presided over by the chair-
marn of the committee Prof Mo-
hammad Ali Ashraf the com-
mittee called for expanding the
banking services in the light of
the free market economy.

The comimittee stressed the
need for regular auditing of the
banks to ensure transparency
and accountability.

29 chargesheeted

From page 1
FM Firoz Shati. General
Secretary of the People's Jute

Mills Workers' Union and uncle
of the deceased, was com-
plainant of the case recorded
with Khalishpur thana. Shafi
was also killed early this year
during an intra-party clash at
Khalishpur industrial area.
The chargesheeted accused
include central vice president of
Jatiya Sramik League Sarder
Motahar Uddin, former Joint
Secretary of city Awami League
Khan Ibne Zaman, General Sec-
ﬁtary_ of Ward No-13 unit of AL
orshed Ali Moni, convenor of

alishpur thada unit, gf Chhas~

ra League Saidur, Rahman
Saeed, Jubo League leaders Az-
izur Rahman Akram and
Habizur Rahman and Chhatra
League leaders Kazi Talat Hos-
sain and his younger brother
Kazi Hasanat Comet. The rest of
the accused are 'armed cadres’ of

the party,

The IO of the case SI Nuruz-
zaman submitted the
chargesheet.

Floods
Froim page 1

people were homeless due to

erosion of Ghagot river, the
agency added.

Erosion by southern rivers
in Pirojpur also devoured ten
villages leaving hundreds
homeless. The Kaliganga,
Kocha, Balleswar, Sandhya an
Madhumati rivers during the
East two weeks eroding a two

m wide area, washing away
homes, businesses and threat-
ened a fertiliser and a food
godown and BIWTA signal hut
at Kaukhali river port, UNB

- Obituary

RANGAMATI, July 21:

| Councillor of Chittagong Hill

Tracts Regional Council Mo-
hammad afi died of cardiac
arrest yesterday at a clinic in
Chittagong. He was 58, reports
BSS,

One of the dominating mem-
ber of the Chittagong Hill
Tracts Liaison Committee,
which served as a bridge be-
tween Government and the Par-
battya Chatta Jana Sang-
hati Samity for settlement of
insurgﬁncy crisis, Shafi left be-
hind his wife, five sons, one
daughter and a host of friends
and  relatives to mourn his

~death.

Different organisations and
individuals expressed their
heart-felt condolence on the
sudden demise of Shafi.
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Mohammad Ali, a renowned
social worker and educationist,
died of old age ailment, at his
village residence at Narinda in
Monohordi thana of Nasingdi
district recently. He was 85, re-
ports UNB.

A veteran politician Mo-
hammad Ali, who passed en-
trance from Calcutta Univer-
sity in 1934, was elected presi-
dent of the local union parishad
for four times.

Meanwhile, Monohordi
Samity, Dhaka has condoled
the death of Mohammad Ali
and prayed for salvation of the
departed soul.

Chehlum

The Chehlum of Dr A H Sa-
hadatullah, an eminent
economist of the coun and
former member of the Planning
Commission will be held to-
morrow after Asr prayers at his -
residence House 5A, Road 13,
Sector 3, Uttara. Dhaka, says a
press release.

All friends, relatives and
well-wishers of Dr Shahadatul-
lah have been requested to at-
tend the Chelum and pray for
the departed soul. :

July 25 road march
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Bhaluka, Trishal. Mymensin
thana headquarters and Muk-
tagaccha under Mymensingh
district; Madhupur and Dhan-
bari under Tangail district, and
Sharishabari and Jamalpur
sadar.

On the second day, she will
address public gatherings at
Tarakanda Bazar, Fulpur sadar
in Sherpur, Haluaghat, Nakla
thana sadar, Sherpur sadar,
Nalitabari thana sadar,
Jhenaigati thana sadar and
Sherpur district headquarters.

ile on the concluding day,

the BNP chief will address raﬁ
lies at Shamilanj Bazar under
Kishoreganj,
headquarter, Madanpur Bazar,
Kaltabazar under Gouripur
thana, Ishwarganj thana sadar,
Nandail Chowrashta,
Kishoregani district
headquarter, Katiadi thana
sadar and Pirojpur under
Bajitpur thana in Kishoreganj
district,

A BNP press release said the
party chairperson will not ad-

etrokona district

dress any other rally except the
scheduled ones and all con-
cerned have been instructed not
to arrange any programme out-
side those listed.

Meanwhile; the Road March
Central Co-ordination Com-
mittee and different sub-com-
mittees have been working to
make the march a complete
SLICCESS.

Central and local leaders

‘and MPs of the seven districts

concerned are now visiting
their respective district areas
and taking preparation for the
march, the release added.
Meanwhile, the BNP Stand-
ing Commiftee members. vice
chairmen, advisors, MPs. Na-
tional Executive Committee of-
fice-bearers and members.
leaders of front organisations
and other participants have
been asked to collect serial
numbers of their vehicles be-
tween July 22 and 24 from the
BNP central office. The office
will remain open from 10 am to

9 pm on Thursdays, Fridays
and Saturdays.

From page 1
been languishing in UNHCR
camps in Cox's Bazar.

Dhaka was expecting that
the stalled repatriation process
would resume after the visit of
the foreign minister. It was
learnt that Bangladesh ambas-
sador in Yangon Jahangir Sa-
dat failed to ﬁmpeﬂy intimate
and brief the government,
which raised the "undue expec-
tations.”

Even Ambassador Sadat
flew to Dhaka ahead of the min-
ister's visit, which is unusual
for a Bangladesh envoy if the
visit is not at the levelynf the
head of state or government,

Win Aung told newsmen
that he could not give any defi-
e assurance about the return
ol the Rohingyas but that he
would convey Bangladesh sen-
timents “to the concerned offi-
cials” in his country upon his
return.

Myanmar watchers say the
final decision of solving this
longstanding refugee problem

Jalal murder

From page 1

g‘;e Branch personnel, on May
Another accused SI Shaja-
han of Detective Branch, was
released on bail from Dhaka
Central Jail on June 3. Later he
was discharged from the case.

The four chargesheeted ac-
cused — Inspector Ziaul Ahsan,
havildar Bellal, constable Rob
and canteen manager Anwar
were produced in the court at
about 11 am yesterday.

Judge Munira Mahfuza ac-
cepted the petitions of the de-
fence lawyers and allowed them
to visit the place of occurrerice
on July 24. She also passed or-
ders to provide them necess

ary
documents to see the &lermdlis ™ ™

The judge, after hearing both
the sides, adjourned the pro-
ceedings of the case till August
9.

11 professionals
selected for
postgraduate
studies in UK

Eleven mid-level profes-
sionals have been selected from
Bangladesh for post-graduate
studies in UK under British
Chevening Scholarship Scheme
in the 1999-2000 academic
year, reports UNB.

The British High Commis-
sion in Dhaka has selected the
scholars from various profes-
sions, including law, diplo-
macy, journalism, development
communication and develop-
ment work and human right=

They will take up their
courses at various universities
in UK from September, ,

The scholarship scheme,
funded by Foreign and Coin-
monwealth Office (FCO), covers
more than 150 countries, in-
cluding Bangladesh.

The scheme is designed to
send to UK the present and fu-
ture leaders, decision makers
and opinion formers with an
aim to enrich their academic
achievements so that they may
turn home with new skills and
a positive image about Britain.

Meanwhile, British Acting
High Commissioner Stephen
Turner hosted a reception at his
home Tuesday for the new
Chevening scholars and those
who have completed their
courses in UK.

The new scholars will leave
for UK in September, said a
British High Commission press
release.

e

Bangladesh stalls

rests mainly on Senior General
Than Shwe, the head of the
ruling military junta.

Even President Justice Sha-
habuddin Ahmed made a re-
quest to the visiting minister to
hasten the process of repatria-
tion when Win Aung made a
courtesy call on him, sources
said. In reply, the sources said,
the Myanmar minister had re-
portedly told the Bangladesh
President that the Rohingyas
would be taken back by the end
of this year. “One day [ will
E?ln:l‘& mysell and take them
all.

Myanmar has taken back
2,30,000 Rohingyas out of some
2,51.000 since the refugees be-
Ean crossing the border way

ack in December 1991.

The rich

From page 1

become a nightmare for policy-
makers”,

Pointing out that nearly 80
percent ol the rural landless
and 65 percent of the marginal
landowners are poor, the report
resolves, “most of the migrants
to the urban slums originate
from these groups”.

While interviewing squat-
ters in Dhaka recently a local
study team find that all of them
came from the rural areas. It
notes that emigration from ru-
ral to urban areas is a continu-
inﬁ phenomenon, giving rise to
intlation in unemployed popu-
lation.

Widening of economic gap
between the poor and the rich in
Dhaka becomes a potential
threat for food security, an ex-
pert told The Daily Star giving a
clear reference to the fact.that®
poor urban households have to
spend 60 p¢rcent of their in-
come dn :

Meanwhile, in global per-
spective almost identical eco-
nomic gap is in existence. The
UNDP's annual human devel-
opment report released last
week also shows ever widening
gap between rich and poor. In
nine years time, the income ra-
tio between the top fifth and the
bottom fifth has gone from 60:1
to 74:1, says the report.

PM likely to -
Inaugurate ‘Arjan’
in Rangpur July 24

RANGPUR, July 21: The con-
struction work of “Arjan,” a lib-
eration war memorial is now
nearing completion, reports
BSS.

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina is expected to inaugu-
rate it on July 24, according to
the Rangpur District Adminis-
tration sources.

The construction cost of the
memorial has been estimated
Taka fifteen lakh. Of the total
amount, Rangpur Zila Parishad
provided Taka ten lakh while
the rest of the amount was pro-
vided by Rangpur Pourashava.

There are two pillars in it.
One is 54 feet tall and the other
49 feet,

Zillur Rahman, Minister for
Local Government, Rural De-

velopment and Cooperatives,
laid the foundation stone in De-
cember last at the Cadet College
Square beside the Rangpur-EBo-
gra highway.

An official source told B5S

that as per design, the sculpture
of Bangabandhu pointing his
finger when he declared inde-
pendence at a mammoth gath-
erin
Maidan, on March 7, 1971, be-
ing inserted atop its pillars.

at Dhaka Race Course
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Kennedy
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Bessette Kennedy or Lauren
Bessette.

Kennedy family aides and
friends were planning a memo-
rial service for all three vic-
tims, perhaps on Saturday, said
government sources,

Kennedy Jr. 38, was rela-
tively inexperienced in flyin
the piper he bought in April,
may have lost control of the
aircraft in bad visibility.

Investigators with the Na-
tional Transportation Safety
Board have said radar infor-
mation indicated the plane ma
have fallen faster than 1,50
metres (5,000 feet) per minute,
more than 10 times faster than
a normal descent.

Rennedy Jr flew his plane
without a co-pilot Friday be-
cause a day earlier he had a cast
removed from his ankle and
was eager to pilot solo again,
The Washington Post said to-
day.

The daily said an exhila-
rated Kennedy told acquain-
tances he would take the con-
trols of his single-engine, six-
seater Piper Saratoga for the
first time since he had broken
his ankle in a paraglider crash
three weeks earlier.

With only 100 hours of fly-
ing experience and not licenced
for instrument landings,
Kennedy took off at nightfall
from a New Jersey airport Fri-
day.

Kyle Bailey, a more experi-
enced pilot at the same airport
said he refused to fly the same
route that afternoon fearing
that darkness and haze while
flying over the open sea might
be dangerous.

Kennedy flew by visual rules
until he was engulfed by haze
surrounding Martha's Vine-
yard, where he was to land to
drop off his sister-in-law on his
way to the Kennedy compound
at Hyannis Port, also in Mas-
sachusetts.

Darkness. low visibility and
inexperience at flying exclu-
sively by instrument appar-

ently conspired to put the plane
into what is known as a "grave-
yard spiral” before it crashed
into the ocean,

MP Igbal

From page 12

contacted the following night to
have the general manager of the
factory released and the factory
gate opened, he said.

Sikder told the conference
that the government responded
quickly and general manager
Abdul Mugit Chowdhury was
released Tuesday night and the
factory gate was opened the fol-
lowing morning.

Meanwhile, some teachers of
the Ispahani Girls' School and
College, which is located close
to the factory, told The Daily
Star that Igbal had come to the
spot on Tuesday at the request
of the school authorities to
solve a dispute with the owner
of the factory building.

The factory building is going
through an extension work. The
extended part hangs above the
school premises. “This con-
struction work is responsible
for injuring many guardians
and staff because various mate-
rials like brick, wood, corru-
gated tin shed, slabs and glass
often fall on the school
premises,” said a teacher re-
questing anonymity.

The teachers said that the
school authorities complained
several times to the owner of
the building about the matter
but he did not pay attention.

They said the students were
preparing for a demonstration
against the owner of the build-
ing, but they postponed it later
at the request of Igbal who is
the chairman of the governing

Igbal came with local people
and ordered all present in t?m
building to leave. But there was
no vandalism. the teachers
claimed.

HBM Igbal could not be
reached over telephone for his
comments despite repeated at-
tempts yesterday.

WB to provide

$33m for 4th
fisheries project

The World Bank will provide
33 million US dollars in credit
and grant for funding a fish-
eries development project in
Bangladesh, reports UNB.

An announcement here yes-
terday said the Bank approved a
credit for 28 million US dollars
and a Global Environment Fa-
cility grant worth 5 million
dollars for Bangladesh's Fourth
Fisheries Project.

The project, involving a to-
tal cost of USD 60.8 million,
aims at increasing environ-
ment-friendly and sustainable
fish and shrimp production
both for domestic consumption
and exports.

R

Employees of the Department of Public Works staged a demonstration in front of the PWD
Bhaban yesterday to press home their demands.

—Star phntu_



