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David Adrian (L) and a friend cruise on submarine cycles
which he invented at la Seyne-sur-mer on July 19. The
cycle is claimed to reach a speed of 5 km per hour on the

surface and underwater

Albright to visit ME in mid-

ug:
ary of State Madeleine Albright on Tuesday

US - Secre

twice as fast as using fins.

—AFP photo

announced that she would travel to the Middle East "around the
middle of August” to help restart the stalled peace negotiations,
Xinhua reports from Washington

- Speaking at a news conference in the State Department, Al-
bright acknowledged there would be difficulties to push the
peace process forward despite the fact all the sides concerned in
the negotiations expressed their confidence and optimism.

Russian FM to meet Jaswant:

Russian Foreign

Minister Igor Ivanovis would hold bilateral

talks with his Indian counterpart Jaswant Singh during Asean
Regional Forum [ARF] meet in Singapore next week to discuss a

wide rang

e of issues including regional security and bilateral

interaction, PTI reports from Moscow.
A Russian foreign ministry spokesman said yesterday that
both the ministers would be representing their countries at the

meet,

Next G-8 meet in Miyazaki in Japan:
Japan yesterday announced venues for meetings preceding next
year's Group of Eight (G8) summit, Reuters reports from Tokyo.

Depu
net had

government spokesman Muneo Suzuki said the cabi-
ecided that G8 foreign ministers would meet in the city

of Miyazaki, while a meeting of finance ministers would be held

in the city of Fukuoka. Bot
island of Kyushu.

Nicara

are located on the southern main

an plane missing with 16:

Nicaraguan officials searched on Tuesday for a commercial
plane carrying 14 passengers and two crew members which

disa
Cari
« Managua.

eared after it took off from Managua for Nicaragua's
ean coast, authorities said, Reuters report
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1 L]
k i

The Cessna 208 Caravan:owned by Nicaraguan airline La

Costena left Man

a at 10 am {Noon

DT/ 1600 GMT) for the

coastal city of Bluetields. 180 miles (300 km) east of the capital.

Over 1,300 die of AIDS in Vietnam: a

total of 1,341 people have died of AIDS and another 14,034
eople are known to be HIV-positive in Vietnam, an official
from the National Committee for Aids Prevention said

yesterday, AFP reports from Hanoi.

L

However, because testing is only done selectively in Vietnam,
most cases go undetected and the actual number of infections
could be 10 times the documented number.

He said the latest documented figures were correct as of July

10.

Editor of Iranian daily detained:

An editor of a moderate Iranian newspaper was detained
Tuesday for publishing an article that allegedly distorted Islam

and insult
News Agency reported,

the divin?qgmphets, the official Islamic Republic
says from Cairo.

It said Kazem Shokri, who works for the moderate Sobh'e
Emrouz daily, was imprisoned Tuesday after being served a de-
tention warrant pending trial. It said Shokri was editor of the

daily's center pages.

6 militants killed in Assam:

Indian troops and police gunned down six militants in the
country s northeastern state of Assam in separate clashes in a
pre-poll offensive against separatist guerillas, police said
yesterday, Reuters reports from Guwahati. :

All the killings occurred late on Tuesday. Police said the sol-
diers killed three militants from the Bengali Tiger Force at
Panbari in Darrang district, about 70 km (44 miles) from the

state capital, Dispur.

Unnamed plague claims 9 in Russia: »
vasterinus killer virus spreading across the south of Russia has
left nine dead and more than 100 hospitalised, with Russian
experts stumped as to the nature of the disease, news agencies
reported, says AFP from Moscow.

- Authorities in the region have banned the sale of food on
open markets, swimming holes have been declared off-limits.
and hundreds of people have fled from their homes in fear of the

highly infectious disease.

29 miners tra

Some 29 mineworkers have béen

pped in China:

apped for nine days 150 m

underground in east China's Shandong province, Xinhua

reports from Jinan.

At 5:30 pm on July 12, water started risiné in the iron ore

mine belonging

to the Laiwu Iron and Steel

roup in central

Shandong. A total of 160 miners were evacuated in time. but the

others were trapped.

Basque separatists score
major political victory
22 leaders freed in Spain:

MADRID, July 21: Spain's
Basque separatist movement on
Wednesday scored a major po-
litical victory when 22 former
leaders were released after the
Spanish constitutional court
overturned seven-year prison
terms’ against them, reports
AFP.

In ‘its first response, the
Spanish government said the
ruling was "positive” and called
on the public to accept it, de-
Spite widespread public con-
demnation of political violence
in the Basque country:.

Hundreds of overjoyed rela-
tives and parents, cheering and
chanting Basque slogans, gath-
ered outside prisons across
gates in the Basque region to
ﬁeet the former detainees as

walked to freedom.

he 22 former leaders of
Herri Batasuna (HB), the politi-
cal wing of the outlawed sepa-
ratist group ETA, had been in
prison since December 1997 on
charges of "collaboration with
an armed group.”

A 23rd HB leader, Jon Idigo-

ras, 61, sentenced at the same
time, had been freed in May for
health reasons.

The 23 had been found guilty
of . "collaboration with an
armed group” after they had re-
leased an ETA video during the
party’'s campaign in elections in
1996. )

But the verdict also coin-
cided with a climate of public
condemnation of Basque ter-
rorism after the assassination
of a young Basque country
councillor, Miguel Angel
Blanco.

The verdict was overturned
eight to four on Tuesday by the
constitutional court after the
judges wrangled for weeks over
the wording. They said the sen-
tencing "harmed the rights" of
the detendants by invoking a
given article of the penal code.

The ETA, whose name
means Basque Fatherland and
Liberty, waﬁcd a 30-year cam-

aign for independence that left
nearly 1,000 people dead before
it declared an unlimited cease-
fire last September.

heavy

MUSHKOH VALLEY, July 21:
Indian soldiers Wednesday
bombarded Pakistan-backed Is-
lamic rebels clinging to a few
hundred meters of captured ter-
ritory ato threaﬁe_ria ed peaks
in the Indian part of disputed
Kashmir state, military offi-
cials said, report agencies.

Pakistan retaliated with
heavy artillery shelling,
threatening the 10-day-old
truce between the hostile neigh-
bours.

In New Delhi, a senior army
official said, India renewed ar-
tillery fire today in three areas
of northern Kashmir where in-
truders had not yet withdrawn
behind the Line of Control with
Pakistan.

He said 100 to 150 militants

-were still hold up in the
Mushkoh Valley, Drass and
Batalik sub-sectors of Kargil,
where Indian ground and air
forces waged a two-month of-
fensive against hundreds of in-
truders until a withdrawal
agreement last week.

He said Pakistan was re-
sponding with artillery fire
from its side of the Line of Con-
trol, which was drawn in 1972
after the last of three wars be-
twleen the nuclear-capable ri-
vals.

On Tuesday, India‘'s defence
ministry said plans to evict the
stragglers had been drawn up
and would be executed if neces-

sary.

lT%h«: officials, who asked not
to be identified, declined to give
details of the plans. "Rest as-
sured, either they get out or we
will get them out,” he said.

Lt Gen HM Khanna told re-
porters in Srinagar, the sum-
mer capital of India's Jammu
and Kashmir state, that the re-

maining intrusions were "not of

nerve-shattering tactical rele-
vance."

Asked if he saw any chances
of a re-escalation, the com-
mander of the Northern Com-
mand said: "l would not rule it
out, but having conceded to the
world that they would withdraw
to their side of the Line of Con-
trol, I assume they will comply.”

He said 96-99 per cent nF ti’]e
occupied areas had been recap-
tured and the military opera-
tions chiefs of both sides would
discuss the final pockets of in-
trusion.

-New Delhi says most of the
intruders were Pakistani sol-
diers while Islamabad main-
tained they were freedom fight-

ers against Indian rule in
Kashmir,

_ International
India, Pakistan exchange
artillery fire

Pakistan's army chief said
last week there had been ‘ag-
gressive patrolling” by Pak-
istani troops across the Line of
Control. However, an army
spokesman said that did not
amount to an admission Pak-
istani troops had taken part in
the capture of strategic
in Kargil.

Khanna said India's mili-
tary campaign in Kargil, known
as Operation Vijay, may have
slowed but the "proxywar” fo-
mented by Pakistan in Jammu

and Kashmir state was continu-
ing.

"For me the war is riot over.
the war is continuing,” he said,
“According to me, Operation Vi-
jay was an extension of the
proxy war pushed on us by Pak-
istan. ‘While operation Vijay
may be toned down, the proxy
war is continuing."

"He (Pakistan]) will defi-
nitely attempt to rejuvenate
militancy," Khanna said, refer-
ring to guerilla attacks in
Kashmir, rocked by a decade of
separatist insurgency.

On Monday night, 19 people
were killed in attacks by mili-

tants on villagers and Border

Roads Organisation workers in
the south of the state.
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US may penalise Taiwan
for China row

TAIPEI, July 21: Washington
has drafted measures penalis-
ing Taiwan — including sus-
pending a sale of military
planes — to show its annoyance
at President Lee Teng-hui's
provocation of a row with
China, a newspaper reported
Wednesday, says AP.

The US' State Department
has urged cancellation of the
sale of E-2G Hawkeye early-
warning aircraft and putting
sharp limits on unofficial con-
tacts with Taiwanese officials,
Taipei's China Times reported
in a front page story. The China
Times quoted "highly reliable"
sources in Washington but did
not identify them.

The moves would register
Washington's "extreme displea-
sure” over Lee's July 9 charac-
terization. of dealings with
China as "state-to-state" rela-
tions, the paper said.

But Taiwan's Central News

Agency quoted the Defence
Ministry saying it has not re-
ceived any word of a US sus-
pension of arms sales. The E-20
sale have not been finalised, so
therefore there is nothing to
cancel, government-run CNA
quoted the ministry saying.
The China Times report
comes amid a flurry of US

diplomatic activity aimed at
heading off a crisis between
Taiwan and China, which has
extremely delicate relations
with Washington.

Lee's statement enrage
Beijing, which viewed it as a
major challenge to its "one-
China principle." That policy
effectively relegates Taiwan to
the status of a renegade
province that China says much
eventualéy be reunited with the
mainland, by force if necessary.

Chinese saber rattling over
Lee’s comments has sent ten-
sions between the sides to their
highest level in more than three
years.

L-uslng recent gains in rela-
tions with Washington would be
a major backfire for Lee in what
was considered an attempt by
him to strengthen Taiwan's po-
sition for political talks with
Beijing.

If adopted, the US penalties
would send relations. between
Washington and Taipei back
two decades to where they stood
when the United States first
broke diplomatic ties with
Taipei to form relations with
Beijing, the paper said.

Though Washington main-
tains only informal contacts
with Taiwan, Taipei in recent

frears has won greater support
or arms sales and more fre-

%uent contacts between US and
alwanese officials.

___Washington is still navigat-
ing out of a rough patch in ties
with China over NATO's May
bombing of the Chinese
Embassy in Belgrade and alle-
gations of Chinese nuclear
spying, and US officials are in-
clined to give a dim view to any
challenge to the status quo be-
tween Taiwan and China.

US President Bill Clinton
reassured his Chinese counter-
part Jiang Zemin by phone
Sunday that Washington was
sticking by its "one-China pol-
icy’ to recognise Beijing and
have only unofficial relations
with Taipei,

But Clinton said at a White
House news briefing Tuesday he
also told Jiang the United
States would "take VEry seri-
ously” any attempt by China to
use military force against
Taiwan, a reiteration of
American policy insisting that
disputes over Taiwan must be
resolved peacefully.

Assistant Secretary of State
Stanley Roth leaves Wednesday
for China to lay groundwork for
Albright's meeting with Tang,

Crackdown on Falungong sect

Thousands of followers arrested in China

BEIJING, July 21: Chinese
police Wednesday rounded up
thousands of followers of the
mystical Falungong sect na-
tionwide, while tightening se-
curity around central govern-
ment headquarters in Beijing
where the group held a huge
mass rally in April, officials
said, reports AFP.

"There are between one and
two thousand Falungong people
here at the moment,” an official
at the western suburban sta-
dium told AFP Wednesday
morning.

"They started arriving at
around 6:00 a.m. (2200 GMT
Tuesday),” she said, adding the
followers were from Beijing and
provincial cities.

The official added police
were at the stadium and had
sent some Falungong followers
back to Baoding, Hebei province
on Tuesday evening.

Wednesday evening stadium
officials said there were still
"lots and lots" of Falungong fol-
lowers in the gymnasium com-
plex, but refused to estimate the
numbers.

Beijin% police further
warned foreign journalists
against covering the police
roundup of Falungong followers
and told them the government
would soon jssue a statement on
the nationwide crackdown,

"The government  will soon
issue a statement so your cover-

age should be based on this,” a
police official told AFP.

In southern China, around
100 people were detained in
Guangzhou and Shenzhen in
the early hours of Wednesday as
Falungong members were gath-
ering for their mm‘nin% exer-
cises, a spokeswoman for the
ﬁrnup said from neighbouring

ong Kong.

Further arrests were being
made as some 20,000 people
gathered at the Guangdon
provincial government head-
quarters in Guangzhou to
protest against the first deten-
tions, Sophie Xiao told AFP.

In Shenzhen between 800 to
1,000 people assembled at the
city's government offices, she
said.

"Those assembled in Shen-
zhen were all taken in buses to a
school in the outskirts of the
city,” she said, In Guangzhou,
police were continuing to arrest
Kll;ntesters but their fate was not

own, she added.

The nationwide clampdown
began in the early hours of
Tuesday morning.

"A crackdown was ordered
on Monday evening after Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin called a meet-
ing in Beijing," a source close to

party officials told AFP.

"1 would estimate that sev-
eral thousand Falungong fol-
lowers have already been de-
tained in Beijing alone and po-
lice have been ordered to stay
oni duty round-the-clock in the
capital." he added.

Hundreds of uniformed and
plainclothes police lined Bei-
jing's main artery, the Avenue
of Eternal Peace [Changan Jie)
and the streets around the
Communist Party's central gov-
ernment headquarters at
Zhongnanhai, to the west of
Tiananmen Square.

Police vans were parked at

regular intervals with as many
a8 two dozen patrol cars sta-
tioned at the main entrances to
Zhongnanhai. Pedestrians were
told to keep moving past the
compound,

Police were searching the
pags of many passers-by, some
of whom argued loudly, while
plainclothes officers -- with
walkie-talkies in hand -- stood
at the entrances to all subway
Stations.

At least one street in the
vicinity of Zhongnanhai was
completely blocked off from
traffic for a period while police
lined both sides of the street.
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Followers of the mystical Falungong sect sit and read outside the office
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8 of China's official

Xinhau news agency yesterday in protest. The group members were protesting the arrest of
more than 100 members in a crackdown in southern China following huge gatherings there

" and in Beijing.

—AFP photo

3 socialist parties join
BJP-led alliance to
contest elections

NEW DELHI, July 21: Three
Indian socialist groups joined
hands today to contest the
September-October general
elections with the alliance led
by Prime Minister Atal Behari
Vajpayee's Bharativa Janata
Party |IBJP], reports Reuters.

The move adds another
party to the rainbow of groups
in the BJP-led National Demo-
cratic Alliance [NDA), which
analysts said should enhance
its chances in the country's
third general election since
1996, -

George Fernandes, who is de-
fence minister in the caretaker
coalition government, said his
Samata Party and Commerce
Minister Ramakrishna Hegde's
Lok Shakti party had decided to
merge with the Janata Dal.

"Following discussions be:
tween the leaders of the Samata
Party and Lok Shakti it has
been decided to merge with the
Janata Dal." Fernandes told a
news conlerence.

All the three parties were
earlier part of a socialist group-
ing which spearheaded a protest
against the imposition of emer-
gency rule by former Prime
Minlster Indira ‘@Gandhi- in
1975, :

After the end of the emer-
gency in 1977 the socialist
grouping fragmented into small
parties but remained attached
to the same ideology.

The Lok Shakti and Samata
Party are allies of the BJP and
part of the coalition govern-
ment whose defeat in a parlia-
mentary confidence vote three
months ago triggered the latest
round of elections.

The grouping will be a part of
the NDA.

Elections to the lower house
of parliament, the Lok Sabha,
start on September 4 and end on
October 1.

. The merger of the three so-
cialist parties was expected to

result in a split in the Janata
Dal-as some members were op-
posed to the idea of alignin

with the Hindu nationalist BJP.

Analysts said the merger
could boost the prospects of the
NDA in the forthcoming polls.

"The splintering of the
Janata Dal would erode the
anti-BJP vote in the election,"
said Pran Chopra, and analyst
with the Centre for Policy Re-
search in New Delhi.

The Janata Dal. which had
six of the 545 seais in the lower
house which was disbanded
when elections were called, has
a strong presence in the south-
ern state of Karnataka and in
the eastern state of Orissa;

Lankan newsmen
protest attack

on colleagues

COLOMBO, dJuly 21I;
Hundreds of Sri Lankan jour-
nalists took to the streets today
in protest against the alleged
assault of colleagues by presi-
dential security guards while

- wCOVERINgE an opposition demion-

stration, reports ‘Reulers.

Some- 300 journalists, most
dressed in w]%lte and wearing
black arm-bands, pushed past
two police barricades while try-
ing to march to President
Chandrika Kumaratunga's
highly guarded downtown resi-
dence.

Hundreds of riot police were
deployed and all roads leading
to Kumaratunga's residence
were closed, causing major
traffic jams.

The protesters were stopped
at a third police barricade
where they burnt effigies of
Media Minister Managala Sa-
maraweera and Nilial Kar
unaratne; head of the presi:
dential security division.

Suharto

IIMProves
JAKARTA, July 21: Ex-
President Suharto, who ruled
Indonesia with an iron fist for
32 years, remained in hospital
Wegnesda}r and underwent tests

for a second day. Doctors said
he had suffered a light stroke,

but his condition had improved,
reports AP.
His lawyer and a hospital

spokesman insisted publicly
that the 78-year-old retired
five-star army general, who is
facing corruption allegations,
was simply undergoing a rou-
tine checkup.

Physicians at Jakarta
Pertamina Hospital told The
Associated Press Suharto had
suffered a stroke, but was not
seriously afflicted. He was re-
covering and could be released
within a day or two, the doctors

said on condition of anon-

ymity.

The Jakarta Post quoted
sources close to Suharto's fam-
ily as saying the old autocrat
was overcome by the stroke and
collapsed in his bathroom at
his private residence in central
Jakarta on Tuesday.

The newspaper said one of
Indonesia's top neurosurgeons
had examined Suharto.

Suharto ruled Indonesia for
32 years. Although forced from
office by riots and protests last
year, he is still regarded by
many as a key behind-the-
scenes political operator.

44 killed in
Congo church

bombing

BRAZZAVILLE, July 21: A
bomb attack left 44 people dead
at a church in Congo at the
weekend, a local liﬁatur said
yesterday, reports ;

The' attack occurred during
mass at a church in Mouyondzi,
some 160 kilometers (100 mi-
les) west of Brazzaville, law-
maker Jacqueline Mamouni
said over pro-government
Radio Liberte.

Mamouni, who is from
Mouyondzi, blamed the attack
on supporters of ousted presi-
dent Pascal Lissouba.,

Her allegation could not be
independently confirmed.

Barak urges Britain to play

Kosovo-style role in ME

LONDON; July 21: Israell
Prime Minister Ehud Barak
called Wednesday on Britain to
take the lead within Europe on
the Middle East peace process in
the style of its "unique role" in
resolving the Kosovo crisis; re-
ports AFP.

After a working breakfast
with his British counterpart,
Tony Blair, Barak said he
wanted the European Union
(EU) to back the process politi-
cally and financially but let Is-
rael and its neighbours negoti-
ate their own solutions.

Blair said there was now a
"tremendous opportunity” to
move peace forward, while sig-
nalling that any advance had to
be consistent with Israel's need
for security.

The two prime ministers
talked for more than half an
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hour on a European stop-over
on Barak's way home after an
official visit to the United
States.

The Israeli premier briefed
Blair on his visit there, includ-
ing talks with US President Bifl
Clinton, and detailed his strat-
egy for a comprehensive Middle

East peace that would include
Syria, Israel's hardine neigh-
bour.

"l believe that Britain can
have a leading role within the
European Union in supporting
this peace process," Barak said,
“in the same way that Britain,
under the leadership of Prime
Minister Tony Blair, played a
unique role in deciding the
Kosovo crisis.”

He said the Kosovo conflict
was "an excellent example’ of
how "free-world leadership”

should actona

Barak sal
could hel

tary aid by one third.

lobal arena.

a short while later,

he hoped Britain
unite the EU behind
the Middle East peace process
“and to provide both political
support and financial support;
especially to the Palestinian
side.”

Barak's US trip was his [irsi
official visit
since he became premier after
the Israeli elections in May.

Before leaving on Tuesday,
he appealed to US lawmakers to
support fresh funding for Israel
in. the name of peace in the
Middle East,

During their talks; Barak
and Clinton agreed to restruc-
ture US assistance to Israel,
with Washington pledging to
incrementally increase mili-
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Tony Blair (R) on the steps of Number 10 Downing Street in London yesterday. Barak is in
London on his only stop over in Europe for a working breakfast with Blair after his official
six-day visit to the United States. Barrak is expected to outline his plans-to Blair for

relaunching the peace process.

—AFP photo

to Washington

NLD rejects junta's
conditions for talks

YANGORN, July 21: The pro-
democracy opposition led by
Aung San Suu Kyi spurmed con-
ditions Wednesday set by the
military regime before talks
aimmed at breaking Myanmar's
political impasse can be held,
reports AP,

The government last week
urged the National League for
Democracy (NLD] headed by Suu
Kyi to be "pragmatic” and dis-
solve a committee set up last
year representing a parliament
elected in 1990 that the mili-
tary never allowed to convene.

Tin Oo, vice chairman of the
NLD, ruled out abolishing the
committee, as was widely ex-
pected since the party's legiti-
macy is closely identified with
the election victory.

Tin Oo said that the party
had already made a significant
concession to the military by
agreeing that Suu Kyi did not
have to take part in initial
talks,

"Asking us to abolish the 10-
member committee is tanta-
mount to setting a precondi-
tion,” Tin Oo said. "The door to
open a dialogue is always open,
but we will not dissolve the
comimittee.”

"We have agreed to lower-
level talks and we believe that a
dialogue will take place eventu-
ally,” Tin Oo said.

Suu Kyi, winner of the 1991
Nobel Peace Prize, has called in
vain for a dialogue to bring the
country closer to democracy
since she was [reed from six
years of house arrest in 1995.

The military, which has
ruled Myanmar, also known as
Burma, since 1962, refuses to
speak to her. Last year. two
meetings were held with party
chairman Aung Shwe that the
NLD likened to be being given
orders to stop causing trouble.

Suu Kyi, 54, daughter of in-
dependence hero Aung San,
vaulted to the head of Myan-
mar's opposition in 1988 during
antigovernment riots. She
marked the 52nd anniversary
Monday of her father's murder
by a political rival, one of the
few ﬁpearances she is allowed
to make, _

Suu Kyi was placed under
house arrest 10 years ago Tues-

day. Even so, her charisma and
dissatisfaction with military

‘rule gave her party a landslide

victory in the 1990 elections.,

Last year, during the 10th
anniversary of the 1988 upris-
ing, the NLD created a small
committee to symbolically rep-
resented the elected parliament.

The government responded
by detaining hundreds of mem-
bers until they renounced their
membership. Official media.
the only kind allowed, daily
announces the dissolution of
party chapters.

Though she was freed from
house arrest in 1995, leading to
a period where she was allowed
to address crowds of thousands
who would gather outside her
home, Suu Kyi was placed under

tight restrictions at the end of
1.

Thai policewomen
incensed by short

skirt ban

BANGKOK, July 21: Bangkok
olicewomen are incensed by a
an on short skirts, dyed hair

and makeup, the Bangkok Post
reported today, says Reuters.

The city's police chief issued
an order on Monday saying fe-
male officers's skirts must be
knee-length, their hair natural
and make-up discreet, the
English-language daily said.

¢ policewomen said they
considered the order a joke and
a challenge to femininity, it
said.

"Imagine yourself in a long
skirt with a pale face and no
hairdo," said one. "My husband
will surely dump me."

Another officer complained
that she would have to buy new
uniforms to conform to the
regulations. )

"I know that police oilicers
must obey their superiors and
have discipline, but this is way
too rigid," she said.

Bangkok police chief
Lieutenant-General Wannarat
Kotcharak called the com-
plaints unreasonable. He said
the dress code had been in lorce
for some time, but many ofii-
cers had ignored it.



