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Korea talks
to resume

Aug 5

WASHINGTON, July 20: The
United States, China, South
Korea and North Korea will
meet in Geneva next month to
discuss ways to defuse tensions
on the Korean peninsula, the
US State Department said on
Monday, reports Reuters.

The meeting, to be chaired by
China, was scheduled to begin
on August 5, State Department
spokesman James Rubin said.

"Our goals in these four-
party talks remain the same,
that is, the reduction of tension
on the Korean peninsula,”
Rubin told reporters.

The meetin% will mark the
sixth round of four-party talks,
launched in an effort to forge a
permanent peace belween North
Korea and South Korea, which
fought a war in 1950-53. The
conflict ended -with an
armistice that is badly fraying.

The last round of talks toock
place April 24-27; also in
Geneva.

The new negotiations occur
amid persistent worries about
North Korea's behaviours.

North Korea fired a missile
over .Japanese air space last
August and there has been some
concern recently that it may be
preparing to test a missile with
an even longer range. North
Korea said it launched a satel-
lite, not a missile.

Clinton to attend
Balkans summit in
Sarajevo July 30

WASHINGTON, July 20: US
President Bill Clinton an-
nounced yesterday he will at-
tend an international summit
in Sarajevo to forge a atabﬂgg
pact for the Balkans on July 30,
reports AFP.

"The leaders will discuss
ways to strengthen ce and
stability, deepen democracy
and civil society and promote
economic reforms throughout
southeast Europe," the ite
House said in a statement.

The heads of state and gov-
ernment will come from the
some 30 countries and various
international organisations
that on June 10 signed a "Sta-
bility Pact” on reconstruction

in the region. |

The mee will be chaired
b?' President Martti Ahtisaari
of Finland, which will hold the
European Union's rota six-

month presidency from July 1.

Kennedy's
sister-in-law
makes last call
to HK friend

HONG KONG, July 20: The
iiatp;lln—law kuf Jﬂlttmh §
ennedy Jr spoke by te one
to a friend in Hong inn Eefqre
boarding the fatal flight, a
n&wsp:blz_rlsr said Tuesday, re-
5

- Lauren Bessette, 34, talked to
Irene Chu, a former classmate
at the University of Pennsyl-
vania, on Friday afternoon
before rushing off to hitch a
ride with her sister Carolyn and
her husband, the late presi-
dent's son.

Chu’s husband Victor Chu
Lap-lik, who had employed
Bessette at his investment com-

any, told the South China

orning Post: "Lauren was
telling my wife how she was
%ﬁing to Martha's Vineyard and

ey would get together when
ttt!fcy got back. She was rushing
oi1."

Bessette studied Chinese at
the University of Hong Kong be-
fore starting work in October
1992 with Chu's company.

"She was a delightful person,
a wonderful friend and col-
league -- highly intelligent, so-
ghh:fticated and loyal," said

She left the firm in 1994 for
finance house Morgan Stanley
Dean Witter, where she was
vice-president of investment
banking. Shé’ returned to
Morgan Stanley's New York of-
fice in February last year when
she was promoted to principal.

On Monday, US authorities
abandoned hope of finding any
survivors three days after the
aircraft went down off the New
England island resort,

ISLAMABAD, July 20: At
least 25 people drowned when a
sudden wave overturned a boat
on the River Tavi in eastern
Pakistan, according to press re-.
ports Tuesday. Another 75 peo-
ple swam to safety, repo P.

The boat was carrying
mostly farmers from  their
fields on one side of the river to
the village of Surkhpur on the
other in the Tanda area of Pun-
Jab province on Monday night.
the English-language newspa-
per The News said.

India ratifies
convention on

land mine use

NEW DELHI, July 20: India's
Cabinet on Tuesday ratified an
international convention ba-
nning the use of land mines
against civilians and prepared
to write it into its national
laws, reports AP,

: ihtgl Bah}:net of Prime Mi:;;
er ehari Vajpayee agr

to prohibit the jgsgenf land
mines that cannot be detected
by commonly used mine detec-
tors, a provision provided in
Protocol 11 of the International
Convention against the use of
land mines, said Information
Minister Pramod Mahajan.

Some 110 million land
mines are scattered across 64
countries. In addition, 2-5 mil-
lion mines are laid each year,

he said. |

HONG KONG, July 20: China
has mobilised combal troops
near the Taiwan coast and put
them on a state of high alert as
Beijing steps up pressure on the
island to back off from its new
stance on statehood, a pro-Bei-
jing Hong Kong newspaper re-
ported Tuesday, reports AP,

The troops in the southern
and eastern military zones of
Nanjing, Guangzhou and Jinan
WEre seern carrying weapons arnd
military equipment, suggesting
the maneuvers in recent days
were not merely a routine "shift
of duty’, Wen Wei Po reported,
quoting eyewitnesses it did not
identily.

It did not say when and
where the eyewitnesses saw the
troops. or what weapons they
were carrying.

A photo showing Chinese
soldiers marching next to a line
ol military vehicles was shown

‘on the Wen Wei Po's front page,

with no details about when and
where the photo was taken.
Meanwhile, the sensational

Chinese-language Apple Daily
reported Beijing has ordered
military experts to draft battle
plans as economic officials
evaluate the financial impact
on the country if it goes to war.

But an imminent attack is
unlikely because it would take
China months to draw up such
war plans, the paper quoted an
unidentified source as saying.

Talwanese President Lee
Teng-hui infuriated Beijing ear-
lier this month by claiming re-
lations between China and
Taiwan should be conducted on
a "state-to-state” basis.

China regards Taiwan as a
breakaway province that must
eventually be reunited with the
mainland. China and Taiwan
separated amid a civil war 50
years ago, but Beijing has vowed
to retake the island by force it
ever declares independence, and
top military officials in Beijing
have renewed such threats after
Lee's comments,

Last week, China's state-run
televisions showed extensive

military drills that it said took
place along the southern Chi-
nese coast across from Taiwan.
Wen Wel Po reported that it
was the first time civilian
flshing vessels took part in mil-
itary drills in the southern Fu-
Jian province facing Taiwan.

"It Lee Teng-hui must con-
tinue to promote Taiwan inde-
pendence and 'one China, one
Taiwan,’ he is playing with fire
and will be burmed by it. He is
thrusting himself into the
ocean of a people's war," the pa-
per quoted a lieutenant of Nan-
jing province, Su Jing, as say-
ing.

In 1995-96, the last time re-
lations between the two broke
down, Beijing test-fired mis-
siles off its coast in a show of
force after Taipei tried to in-
crease its international recog-
nition.

Taiwan has denied reports
that it own military was on

high alert, and its Defence
Ministry has disputed various

China mobilises combat troops
near Taiwan coast

media accounts of irregular
mainland military movements.

AFP adds: Taiwan President
Lee Teng-hui said today he was
not seeking independence for
Taiwan but repeated that it is a
separate state from communist
China.

‘[ did not say this to declare
independence,” he said in tele-
vised remarks about his com-
ments just over a week ago
which enraged Beijing.

But Lee also reiterated the
comments, saying: "Authorities
here have redefined cross-strait
ties to nation-to-nation,' or at
lest 'state-to-state."

The Taiwan leader said Bei-
{ing was blind to historical and
egal realities by insisting on
viewing Taiwan as a renegade
province.

"We are not a local govern:
ment wunder the central
(Chinese) government." he said.

~ "One China does not exist
now, it is only possible in the
future after reunification on
democracy," he added,

. The E!Hu Star 9
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A‘phntugraph‘released vesterday shows Chingse Marines jumping off a tank during
mll_u;ar;.r exercise some time last week at an undisclosed location in southern China,
China issued a strong warning to Taiwan yesterday following repeated demands by the

island's President Lee Teng-hui that it be treated as a sovereign state.

— AFP photo

WASHINGTON, dJuly 20:
President Bill Clinton is estab-
lishing a new strategic partner-
ship with Israel and promising
boosts in US military aid and
up to 50 jet fighters as induce-
ments for territorial conces-
sions by Prime Minister Ehud
Barak to the Palestinians and
Syria, reports AP.

US military aid to Israel will
be boosted by nearly one-third,
from dirs 1.9 million a year
currently to dirs 2.4 billion an-
nually over the next decade — if
Congress approves, And the
administration is ‘urgin
Congress to approve a specia
dirs 1.2 billion appropriation
to carry out a pullback on the
West Bank.

___Barak is responding with en-
thusiasm to ‘the overtures,

Clinton offers
aid to

to test the perilous ,
‘'waters of Mideast peacemaking

promisin

for the next 15 months: "By
then we should know," the new
prime minister said Monday af-
ter a fourth day of talks with
Clinton,

He registered a willingness
to take risks for peace, but also
assured the Israeli people that
he would be ever mindful of
their security concerns.

At the same time, Barak
carefully avoided saying how
much land he would relinquish
— on the West Bank to the
Palestinians and on the Golan
Heights to Syria. ;

"We are not talking about a
miraculous solution," Barak
said at a joint White House news
conference with Clinton. Peace,
he said, "will not drop upon us

from heaven in three weeks.,"

Even so, Barak's willingness
to try to end a three-year stale-
mate in negotiations with Syria
and a seven-month impasse
with the Palestinians inspired
Clinton and his senior advisers
to lavish praise on the former
general,

"Your first visit as Israel's
leader has been an enormous
success,” Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright told Barak
in an exchange of toasts at a
dinner Monday night at the res-
idence of Israeli Ambassador
Zalman Shoval.

"America's support for
Israel's security, including a
str?jtegic edge, is rock solid," she
said.

And she assured Barak, who
urged the United States openly

more military
Israel

not to take on the role of "judge”
between Israel and its Arab
neighbours, that she understood
“the hard decisions that lie
ahead can only be made by
those in the region.”

Barak and Albright were
continuing their talks Tuesday
at her home in the Georgetown
section of Washington. He also
was due to meet with members
of Congress and to call on Vice
President Al Gore before flying
to London.

The new strategic partner-
ship set up by Clinton and
Barak calls for US and Israeli
Security experts to establish a
Joint group and submit to the
two leaders "measures to bolster
Israel's indigenous defense and
deterrent capabilities.”

Fresh shelling in Kashmir

15 villagers massacred

MUSHKOH VALLEY, India,
July 20: Ending a four-day lull,
Indian soldiers fired multi-bar-
rel rocket launchers Tuesday at
Pakistan-backed fighters en-
trenched on a disputed moun-
tain peak on the cease-fire line
dividing Kashmir between
India and Pakistan, reports AP,

India officers said Islamic
fighters were still occupying
Point 5070 in the Musﬁkﬂ
Valley, although they had com-
pleted their withdrawal from
other mountain positions after
a two-month confrontation
that killed an estimated 1,350
combatants.

Nearly 60 Indian soldiers
were poised near Point 5070 -
named for its height In meters,
which is 16,730 feet — for an as-

t sault to evict the fighter, offi-

cers said on condition they were
not identified,
India blasted the peak with

rockets, unleashing heavy fire
for the first time since riday
when they had exchanged
shelling with Pakistani ar-
tillery gunners, India had
agreed on July 11 to halt air
strikes and artillery fire to al-
low the forces to retreat from
the mountains they occupied in
northern Kashmir earlier this
year.

India says Point 5070 is di-
rectly on the Line of Control.
the 1972 cease-fire line, and the
opposing forces were obliged to
withdraw at least one kilometer
{1,000 yards) from the line un-
der the diesrzagement agree-
ment. Pakistan! army maps,
however, showed the peak to be
inside Pakistani territory.

AFP adds: In Jammu,
Suspected Muslim separatists
massacred 15 people in a night-
time attack on a Hindu village

in southern Kashmir, police
said Tuesday.

It was the fourth communal

‘massacre in as many weeks in

Kashinir,

A police official said armed -
militants suspected to be mem-
bers of the Laskar-i-Toiba outfit
entered the Lihota village in
Doda district, 250 kilometres
Fnrth of Jammu and opened
ire.

"Members of the armed vil-
lage defence committee retali-
ated and engaged the militants
for about two hours in a gun-
battle. Five committee mem-
bers and 10 villagers were
killed in the attack.” the offi-
cial told AFP,

The dead included eight
women, he said, adding Indian
soldiers had cordoned off the
area and additional forces had
been rushed to the spot.

Ethena Smith and her mother Helena visit the impromptu memorial to John F. Kenedy

Jr, and his wife Carolyn Bessette outside their apartment in New York City on Monday.

floods claimed 15 lives
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FlOOdS Claim 15 ill Ind.i.a:Heav}r r.*f'ii-n5 a-nd

in Dhakshina Kannada districts of

Karnataka worsening since Monday evening, PTI reports from

New Delhi.

Ten pec-g!e were killed when a boat capsized in swirling

waters in Bihar, while four

eople died in heavy

rains in

Gujarat and a woman was killed in a house collapse due to
heavy dowripour in Jammu. official sources said.

Mt meets MUIJﬂlak: Palestinian leader

Yasser Arafat held talks with Egyp

tian President Hosni

Mubarak here Tuesday on reviving the Middle East peace
process, officials said, AFP reports from Cairo.

Arafat went straight into a meeting with Mubarak following his
arrival from Gaza City and attended a ceremony of the Egyptian
police academy during which he bestowed the Palestinian order

of merit on several tuF
Mubarak on the resu

police officers. Arafat is expected to brief
ts of his July 11 meeting with new lsraeli

Prime Minister Ehud Barak and discuss the situation in the re-

CAPE CANAVERAL, Florida,
July 20: The launch of the US
space shuttle Columbia, with its
[irst-ever woman commander,
was called off early Tuesday six
seconds before lift-off due to a
last-minute glitch, NASA said,
reporis AFP.

The launch has been post-
poned for two days, NASA said.

The countdown was stopped
six seconds before scheduled
lift-off at 12:36 a.m. (0436 GMT)
due to excessively high hydro-
gen pressure, a spokesman for
the National Aeronautics and
Space Administration said.

Columbia, the oldest of
NASA's shuttle fleet, was ready
to automatically fire up its en-
gines when a l?ressure warning
signal went off, the spokesman
said.

The space administration
decided to delay the shuttle
launch until a comprehensive
analysis of the pressure prob-
lem is carried out, the spoke-
sman said, adding that it would
take one or two days.

The Columbia launch has
been delayed 48 hours, said
NASA official Ralph Roe.

"We are convinced that this
is. not a real leak," Roe said,

gion following Barak's visit to Washington.

adding that the pressure
buildup may turn out to be a
"faulty signal.”

However, Roe said stopping
the countdown was the right
thing to do. "The team re-
sponded well and made the
right decision," he said.

Roe said July 22 was the last
date the Columbia mission
could be launched this month.
"The options bevond that are in
question," he added.

US First Lady Hillary Clin-
ton and her daughter, Chelsea,
were here to watch Columbia
take off under the command of
US Air Force Colonel Eileen
Collins, the first women to
command a space shuttle.

"The whole crew salutes the
vigilance and professionalism
of the launch team and we fully
support the decision they
made,” Collins told reporters
after the launch was aborted.

"We will stay in Florida and
we are looking forward to hav-
ing another opportunity to try

ain when Columbia is ready,"
she added.

The mission's goal is to place
the Chandra X-ray Observatory

'into orbit, where it will exam-

ine the most powerful sources of'

— AFP photo

Pak Jamaat
activist gunned

down in Karachi

KARACHI, July 20: Uniden-
tified gunmen have shot dead a
local activist of Pakistan's
main fundamentalist Jamaat-
i-Islami in the troubled port

| city of Karachi, police and party
- olflicials .said today, reports

AFP. : :
Mirza Lugman Baig, 60, was
attacked in the city's eastern
district of Landhi late Monday
outside his home, they said.

Three assailants intercepted
Baig's car, sprayed him with
bullets and fled, leaving him in
a pool of blood, police said.

Hundreds of Jamaat sup-
porters thronged the hospital
where Baig's body was taken,
raising anti-government slo-
gans, witnesses sald,
~ SBhops and markets
mained closed in the area today
as groups ol protestors burned
tyres on the streets, they said.

‘It is too early to blame any-
body but it's the government's
responsibility to provide secu-
riti,'d and they have failed.”" he
said.

I"'E is :

Sharif under fire over
Kahsmir retreat

ISLAMABAD, July 20: The
consequences of the Kashmir
crisis are reverberating on

. Pakistan's pelitical scene, as

' religious+and opposition parties
attempt-to fuel public sentiment
against Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif, reports AFP.

But the ruling Pakistan
Muslim League (PML) dismisses
any threat to the government
following Sharif's unpopular
decision to call back Islamic
fighters from the Indian side of
the disputed Himalayan region.

The Jamaat-e-Islami party,
the country's most well organ-
ised fundamentalist party, {s at
the forefront of the drive
against Sharil, with the main
opposition Pakistan Peopie's
Party (PPP) and others active
on the sidelines.

A million-man march has
been planned by the Jamaat for
Sunday- in the major city of
Lahore, where in February the
party violently opposed a

landmark summit between
Sharif and his Indian counter-
part Atal Behari Vajpayee.

Political sources said con-
tacts were under way amon
parties with divergent political.
and ideological views to team
up in a concerted bid to set off
agitation to topple Sharif's two-
and-a-half-year-old govern-.
ment.

A war of words has been rag-
ing since Sharif, returnin
from his July 4 summit with U
President Bill Clinton, moved
to defuse the two-month con-
flict with rival India that had
brought the nuclear-armed
stialers Loge tn wWar

Accusaiions flew Dul the
decade-uld Muslim separatist
drive in Indian Kashmir had
been sold out, as the mu-
ahideen dispersed from the

argil-Drass heights in a
phased withdrawal,

Militant girc:-ups whose fight-
ers battled Indian forces from

the captured peaks also joined
the furore, organising large ral-
lies attended by thousands of

pcn%l;:. N Rl
“We will unite Pakistanis
and bring them to the streets,”
Jamaat-e-Islami chief Qazi
Hussain Ahmad warned,
The PPP on .Sunday de-
manded Sharif's immediate
resignation and a full-scale in-
quiry into the "Kargil fiasco.”

Analysts say despite
widespread I1;111.11::11':: diaap?nint-
ment over the Kargil pull-out,
opponents face an uphill task
in stirring agitation against
Sharif vith much depsnding
Oib WHe e ;T;'"._; (PR
gether,

Observers, however, said the
current political situation was
one of the most difficult junc-
tures in Sharif's career amid
the continuing national debate
and unrelenting tirades against
his policy.
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Afghan talks yield
no results

TASHKENT, July 20: Afgha-
nistan’'s warring Taliban mili-

tia and opposition alliance -

ended ce talks in neighbour-
ing Uzbekistan today without
announcing significant progr-
ess, reports Reuters.

They agreed to hold further
meetings to try to end an ongo-
ing conflict despite the Taliban
saying it was preparing for a
major summer offensive
against it last remaining mili-
tary foe.

"We had the opportunity to
gel logether with the opposi-
tion," Taliban Information
Minister Mullah Amir Khan
Muttaqi told reporters. "We

spoke about a ceasefire and an
exchange of prisoners and a
continuation of talks, and it
now depends on the decision of
our leaderships.”

GpFusitinn spokesman Dr
Abdullah said he thought that a
major summer offensive by the
Taliban could be avoided by fur-
ther negotiation. -

The two sides held talks a
dar after a meeting of the so-
called Six-plus-Two contact
group.

The Six-plus-Two group
comprises the six countries
bordering Afghanistan plus the

United States and Russia.

Megawati ready for
- with other parties

JAKARTA, July 20: Popular
opposition leader Megawati
Sukarnoputri's Indonesian
Democracy Party-Struggle
(PDIP} said Tuesday it was dis-
cussing alliances with other

parties ahead of presidential

polis in November,
AFP.

PDIP seretary general Alex
Litaay said the party, which
came lirst in June 7 polls with
some 33.7 per cent of the valid
votes, was ready for strategic al-
liances "with anyone at any
time."

"The process is unﬁntng .
to early to say with whom it is."
Litaay told a press conference.

reports

‘If the outcome (of talks with
other parties) is different from
what we could say today then it
wouldn't be ethical (to speak of
them). So, we will just wait till
the final result of the whole
process and alliance.”

Megawati is a top contender
for the presidency r the par-
t{v;a poil victory, but a close
challenger is the ruling Golkar
party's candidate, incumbent
President B.J. Habibie. Golkar,
which ran second in the polls,
is_discussing alliances with
Muslim parties. -

The nfﬂctis;l vote rﬁei!ulls an-
nouncement is expected on Jul
26, but by last count the PDIP t:

alliances

L]

assured only an estimated 154
seats in the 700-seat assembly,
the People's Consultative As-
semmbly (MPR), which will pick
the president in November.

nder the country's two-tier
electoral srsttm a party co
theoretically win 90 per cent of
the vote and still not be able to
form a government, and
Megawatl is by no means as-
sured the presidency.

The outcome will be deter-
mined by deal-m&kjng between
the major parties,

Litaay said PDIP was still
trying to compose a final list of
its Lower House representatives.

X-rays in the universe -- black
holes, colliding galaxies and
the remains of supernova.
Before Tuesday's incident,
the mission had already suf-
fered 10 or 11 delays since its
original lift-off date of

November 1998, Previous prob- .

lems cropped up in the X-ray
observatory as well as the shut-
tle e €s,

Columbia's aborted mission
was scheduled to coincide with
Apollo 11's moon shot 30 years
ago -- it was to have taken off
July 20, the same day Neil
Armstrong set foot on the
moon.

The 1.5 billion dollar
Chandra X-ray Observatory has
been touted as the X-ray equiva-
lent to’the Hubble tel ;

"It will change our way of.
thinking about the universe,"
said Weiler, NASA's associ-
ate administrator for space sci-
ence. . 4

Named after Nobel Laureate
astrophysicist Subrahmanyan
Chandrasekhar, the telescope
will join Hubble and Compton
Gamma Ray as NASA's third
space observat and will re-
main in orbit for five years.

The Columbia crew was also

Columbia shuttle launch

aborted

due to study the stars with a
small telescope, conduct several
scientific experiments and,
thanks to French astronaut
Michel Tognini, examine the
human cardiovascular system
on returning from space.

However, payload manager
Scott Higginbotham said that
one of the scientific experi-
ments the crew planned to carry
out during the mission would
not be completely conducted
and would é:ld only five per-
cent of the data.,

The research was to have
been on muscle. bone and en-
dothelial cell biochemical and
functional loss induced by mi-
crogravity stress, according to
NASA.

Collins, 42, is an Air Force
colonel who ously flew to
the Mir Space Station in 1995
in the first rendezvous with the
Russian space outpost and re-
turned again in 1997.

. ni, who was undertak-
ing his first mission under
N 's aegis, lived aboard Mir
in late July-early August 1992,

The crew of the Columbia
includes pilot Jeff Ashby and
mission specialists Steve
Hawley and y Coleman.

.......
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n this photo released by NASA, US space shuttle Columbia Commander Eileen Collins
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(C) talks with unidentified close-out crew members early yesterday in the white room
upon leaving the shuttle after the launch was aborted just six seconds before mff d}_l%
to high hydrogen levels in the aft of the vehicle, e pho
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