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Seven get award

PM opens Samaj Seba
Bhaban in city

Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday revealed gov-
ernment plans for rearing the
exploited. deprived and disabled
sections of people as human
resources to contribute to
nation-building activity, re-
ports UNB. ;

Inaugurating the newly built
Samaj Seba Bhaban at ar-

aon in the city, she also called
or the social workers and or-
ganisations and affluent sec-
tion of society to work more for
the distressed humanity to ban-
ish poverty and hunger from
the country.

"We are working to build a
poverty, hunger and exploita-
tion-free Sonar Bangla for
which we need your all-out co-
operation and help.” the prime
minister said.

In the function, she also dis-
tributed the national Social
Services Award 1999 amon
seven social workers an
prominent personalities.

The award winners are Be-
gum Sufia Kamal, National
Professor Dr Nurul Islam, Mo-
hiunddin Ahmed. Suhasini Das,
National Professor Dr M R
Khan, Begum Fazilatunnesa
and Dr Mohammad Khalequz-
Zdmari.

"We are continuing our so-
cial services programmes to de-
velop distressed, poor, orphans,
vagabonds, retarded people and
derailed juveniles as human as-
set.” Hasina said. assuring of all

Prime

possible help in this regard.

She apprised the function
that the Social Welfare Min-
istry was continuing two pro-
jects for the r. orphans, dis-
tressed children and vagabond.
Works for converting 73 Shishu
Sadans to 'children's families’
are also in progress under a pro-
ject work for constructing and
expanding buildings at a cost of
Tk 76.70 crore.

- Massive development pro-
grammes have been taken for
the vagrant, distressed children
and socially-retarded women at
a cost of Tk 3.80 crore, she said,
adding that the Cabinet decided
vesterday to set up National
Disabled Development Founda-
tion.

The present government has
raised the amount of money for
the welfare project to Tk 122
crore, she said, adding that
15.80 lakh poor families are
benefiting from the scheme.

She also mentioned the so-
cial welfare projects run by dif-
ferent non-government organi-
salions and donor agencies and
thanked them for continuing
service to the distressed hu-
manity,

Later, the prime minister
visited a small exhibition of
social services department and
went round different stalls. She
also planted a sapling on the
premises of new office of the de-
partment.

N’ganj JCD
president
remanded

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, July 19;
The president of Narayanganj
Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal, who
was arrested from Bijoynagar
in the capital on Sunday, was
placed on a four-day remand
today.

Police prayed for a seven-
day remand when JCD leader
Zakir Khan was produced be-
fore the District Magistrate's
Court in the morning.

Khan has been implicated in
four cases including Jesmin
murder case. Sex worker Jes-
min was Kkilled inside Tan-
bazaar brothel in the town on
July 1.

He has also been charged for
hurling bombs in the town in
two cases. In the other case, he
has been accused of forcing 16
under-aged children into pros-
titution. The children were re-
covered on May 24 from a house
he owns at the Tanbazaar
brothel. :

Meanwhile, tension moun-
ted ‘at the Tanbazaar brothel
following the arrest of the JCD
Eresident. Panicked sex wor-

ers are apprehending crack-
down on them following the
arrest of one of their landlords.

Biman employees
stage demonstration

Bangladesh Biman Employ-
ees Union yesterday staged a
demonstration in front of Bi-
man's office at Motijheel to
press home its demands. in-
cluding financial benefit, re-
ports UNB.

The union leaders at a brief
rally were highly critical of the
authorities for the rigid attitude
towards their genuine demands.

Mosharrat

From Page ] -
ister Sheikh Hasina. I am
planning to talk with her
lonight or sometime tomorrow
on the so-called charges against
me." Mosharraf told The Daily
Star vesterday.

Mosharraal said, as Presi-
dent of Krishak League, AL's
peasants wing. he had also
written to the party chief clari-
fying his stance regarding the
charges. The charges include
undermining the district body
and favouring his men, in vio-
lation of party discipline.

The AL Central Working
Committee (ALCWC) is due to
discuss the party's "crisis" in
Jamalpur at its July 23 meet-
ing, party sources said. The
meeting is expected to resolve
the "crisis”, they said.

Meanwhile the action of the
district committee has caused
“adverse reaction” in the part
rank and file. insiders said.
Mosharraf has a long rivalry
with the committee, they said,

A controversy has cropped
up in the party whether a dis-
trict committee has the author-
ity to take disciplin measure
against a central leader,

Jamalpur district leaders of
the party are defending their ac-
tion, calling it a democratic
practice, while others say only
the central body has the right to
decide on such an action.

The district AL leaders. espe- .
cially the five MPs who were
party to the action against
Mosharraf, could not yet talk
with the party chief on their ac-
tion. the sources said,

Abul Kalam Azad, one of the
AL MPs from Jamalpur, told
this correspondent that he was
not aware whether the resolu-
tion taken by the district com-
ittee against Mosharraf was
sent to the party chief.
“[Jamalpur) district committee

PM assures parents
Persons involved
in Farhad
murder to be
brought to book

Parents of slain police con-
stable Farhad Khan yesterda
urged Prime Minister Sheik
Hasina to try the killers of their
son. reports BSS.

They made the request when
they called on Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina at her office
here in the morning.

Farhad's mother, Shefali
Begum, broke into tears while
embracing the Prime Minister
and narrated how her son was
brutally killed in a bomb attack
on July 7.

Prime Minister Sheikh

Hasina said that persons re-
sponsible for the kKilling would
be brought to book,
- She announced a donation
of Taka one lakh to the family
of Farhad from the Prime Min-
ister's fund.

Medicines worth
Tk 25 lakh
seized at ZIA

By Staff Correspondent

Customs authorities at the
Zia International Airport [ZIA)
seized contraband medicines
worth about Tk 25 lakh from a
Pakistani national yesterday.

According to Customs offi-
cials, Abdur Rahim arrived at
ZIA by a British airways flight
from Pakistan via Delhi.

He made an attempt to cross
the Green Channel after receiy-
in% his luggage from conveyer
belt. On suspicion, the customs
officials challenged him and
recovered the medicines after
scanning his luggage.

A departmental case was
lodged in this connection,

Dr. Wazed

From Page 1
any document regarding the
purpose of purchasing the car,”
Dr Wazed Mia said. “The ecar is
now being used indiscrimi-
nately by the minister and his
staff,” the scientist alleged.

Dr Wazed clarified that he
has kept a duplicate key of the
office room he used as the BAEC
chairman, because there are
some manuscripts of a book he
is writing, some diagrams and
other necessary papers in the
room.

Meanwhile. sources in the
ministry of science and tech-
nology and the atomic energy
commission(AEC) yesterday
said they were not tﬂinking of
taking any action against the
former BAEC Chairman Dr MA
Wazed Mia who forcibly took
away the blue book and other
pi%ars of a car belonging to the
BAEC on Sunday.

“Since he is the spouse of the
Prime Minister, we are not tak-
Ing any action against him."
saild a senior official of the
BAEC, yesterday. on condition
of anonymity. *If the person
concerned, was an ordinary
citizen, we would have defi-

nitely taken action for force-
fully taking papers of a gov-
ernment vehicle,” the source
said.

BAEC officials said, the
minister and the secretary of
the ministry of science and
technology were informed
about the matter.

When contacted, secretary
for science and technology Fa-
zlur Rahman declined to dis-
cuss the matter and asked for
written questions. The minis-

Flood victims awai
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t relief at the Mainamati College in Comilla, — photo by Anisur Rahman
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Flood situation
in Bihar grim:
Death toll 106

NEW DELHI. July 19: The
death toll in devastating mon-
soon floods in eastern India
rose to 122 today, AFP quoting
the United News of India re-
ported.

Officials told the news
agency the flood situation in
the state of Bihar was grim.
with water levels in five major
rivers rising above danger
marks.

"We have warned villagers to
shift to higher ground and have
stepped up flood reliel activi-
ties,” said an official.

"The situation in the Darb-
hanga district (of central Bihar)
is grim. with the Bagmati and
Kamala Balan rivers rising
above danger levels.”

The death toll in Bihar had
reached 106 as today, while it
remained at 16 in the tiny
northeastern state of Tripura.

The floods have affected
more Lhan 300.000 people in
several districts in northern
Bihar and devastated crops and
property.

g?ﬂgials said 175 relief
camps and 137 health centres
were functioning round-the-
clock in flood-hit areas.

The floods began late last
month after torrential mon-
SO0 rains. .

Khaleda: Top leaders
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E);::rtedly as per the advice of a
ice-chairman a Standing
Committee mermber. both from
Comilla.

Protesting this, Munshi ten-
dered his resignation to the
BNP chief a few days later. He
withdrew his resignation when
the party chief and the Secre-
tary General assured him of
looking into the matter imme-
diately.

Munshi had also alleged that
he felt ignored as the district
unit convenor did not call him
in any meeting prior to forma-
tion of the new district commit-
25 of

To resolve the crisis. Lhe
BNF Secretary General held at
least three meetings in Dhaka
but the Vice-chairman, the
Standing Committee member
and others involved in the con-
flict from behind the scene did
not attend two of the meetings.
Resolution of ]i)mblem was de-
layed due to alleged non-coop-
eration of the central leaders.

Finding no development
over a month, Munshi again
submitted his resignation to
Begum Zia on July 15 and also
declared that he would resign
from the Jatiya Sangsad.

Begum Zia then instructed
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan to re-
lieve Advocate Abu Taher

Sarker from his responsibili-

ties in the district committee,
as demanded by Munshi.
Bhuiyan issued an order re-
lieving Abu Taher from his re-
s%mnsihilities and sent a team
0 par[tjy MPs and senior leaders
including Ziaul Haq Zia,
Barkatullah Bhulu and Lutfar
Rahman Khan Azad to Munshi's
residence Friday night along
with a copy of the order. '

Alter a lengthy discussion,
Munshi agreed to withdraw his
resignation and applied to the
party chief 1o this effect.

But Munshi told newsmen
that he was awaiting imple-
mentation of party secretary
general's order.

BNP sources said the order
relieving Abu Taher Sarker
may create fresh trouble as he
has also supporters. Some cen-
tral leaders back him almost
openly. they said,

A top BNPF leader said Begum
Zia do not want to "disturb"
party MPs, especially those who
are popular in their constituen-
cies, He also said Bepum Zia in-
terlered into Munshi's affairs
because there is no alternative
candidate in Devidwar.

He said the Standing Com-
mittee member is "trying to dis-

turb others as his position in.

his constituency is very weak'.

NU: Courses violating rules

From Page 1 &
honours courses with four
teachers for every subject they
normally have, as per the Enam
Committee Recommendation,”
the official said. "While giving
permission, colleges areeoften
asked to fulfil NU requirements
within a short time."

As per rules, the NU is to ex-
amine whether any college has
required number of class
rooms, semminar rooms, at least
2500 books on the subject con-
cernied in the library and seven
teachers for it before permit-
ting opening of honours course
in any subject. In case of mas-
ters courses, the requirements
are more and the rules are
stricter, officials said.

Students are becoming the
victims of such a situatior as

tiRey are not getting the required
fakilities for their studies.
A former principal of a city

college said the NU authorities

cannot evade responsibility for
this situation.

An official of NU said gov-
ernment colleges often fail to
have required number of teach-
ers because of official complica-
tions.

Vice Chancellor of NU Prof
Aminul Islam, when contacted,
said there was ‘no pressure’ but
there were 'requests from influ-
ential quarters’. “Undeserving
colleges are not ‘given affilia-
tion. Only those colleges which
can meet the real needs of the
localities and which have the
prospect of overcoming the ini-
tial problems are 1Agiwzn affilia-
tion, subject to fulfilment of
cerlain conditions within stip-

ulated period”.

The VC admitted that there
Is hardly any instance of the
university cancelling affilia-
tion of a college for %ailure to
fulfil the set conditions. “But
the university, instead of
thinking of punitive measures
against any defaulting college,
thinks more of improving the
situation through persuasion
and motivation.” He also said
the libraries and laboratories
of the colleges concerned are
hardly upto the “desired
mark®. He, however, denied
that rules are violated.

There are a total of 827 col-
leges under the NU. Honours
courses are offered in 110 of the
colleges, MA(preliminary)
courses in 71 colleges and

MAlfinal) courses in 56 colleges,
according to a NU publication.

Flood: Rain
worsens
situation
in 2 dists

By Staff Correspondent

Incessant rain worsened the
flood situation in Sirajganj and
Kushtia districts yesterday.

Though four rivers marked
fall at 19 points, major rivers
like Padma and Surma were
flowing above danger levels yes-
terday at Bhagyakul and
Kanaighat respectively.

The swelling Jamuna and its
tributaries burst their banks at
some points flooding new areas
in Tarash, Rayganj. Ullapara
and 'Kamarkhand thanas of
Sirajganj.

With the rise of water levels,
erosion has taken a serious
turn swallowing a portion of
Meghai and Banglabazar flood-
control embankments,

In Kushtia, miseries of
flood-stricken people aggra-
vated in the district yesterday
due to incessant rain duringthe
last 24 hours.

Most roads in Kushtia town
went under knee-to-ankle dee
water, paralysing normal life
and business.

Meanwhile, river Dharala
continued to wreak havoc de-
vouring houses, educational in-
stitutions and croplands from
Senerkhamar to Nidhiram ar-
eas in Kurigram district.

Some two sqgkm areas were
eroded away by the river in the
last one weak, leaving 3,000
people of 600 families home-
less.

BSS adds: Most of the 30,000
people of Farhad Nagar Union
Parishad under Feni district
took shelter on roads, em-
bankments and other places
due to severe river erosion.

Hundreds of acres of crop
land, three mosqués and a
bazar of the union may be en-
gulfed by the Muhuri, Kalidas
and Pahalia rivers any time.

Zillur protests
Dr Kamal’s
remarks

Awami League general secre-
larz and LGRD Minister Zillur
Rahman has protested the
comments by Gono Forum pres-
ident Dr Kamal Hossain at a
press conference on Saturday,
reports UNB.

‘Such remarks about the
government is not only unex-
pected but also unethical,” he
said in a statement yesterday.

Zillur Rahman requested the
Gono Forum leader to "refrain
from creating confusion in
public mind about the activities
of the government and causin
a volatile situation in natiuneﬁ
politics.”

He said the comments Dr
Kamal Hossain made at the
press conference on July 17
would "encourage the politics of
mudslinging. suspicion, mis-
trust and confrontation."

Holding press conference
and giving statements are part
of political activities, but the
role of Dr Kamal might create
coniusion in public mind and
strengthen the hands of reac-
tionary forces, the Awami
League leader said.

Road March

BNP's grassroots
level leaders
asked to gear up
public contact

BNP has called upon its
grassroots level leaders and
workers of the concerned dis-
tricts to gear up public contact
to make the three-day Road
March from July 25 a success,
reporis UNB.

The call came from a meet-
ing of the central coordination
commiittee for Road March at
the party central office yester-
day with chief coordinator Ab-
dul Mannan Bhuiyan in the
chair,

The opposition alliance
comprising BNP, Jatiya Party.
Jamaat-e-Islami and Islami
Oikya Jote (I0J) called the Road
and Launch-March to campaign
against the government's "mis-
rule, misdeeds and repression
orn ugpusitinn."

The BNP Road March will
cover Mymensingh, Jamalpur,
Sherpur, Netrakona and
Kishoreganj districts.

The meeting urged the party's
standing committee members,
chairperson's advisory council
members, vice-chairmen, joint
secretaries general, office
bearers and members of the
national executive committee,
MPs, and  presidents and
general secretaries of the front
organisations to send the num-
ber of their vehicles to joint
SEEI‘EtHl‘t}' general Abdullah Al
Noman for ensuring their par-
ticipation in the road ma.rcﬁ.

Outlaws
From Page 1
uation under control.

High ranking ollicials of the
district and police administra-
tion rushed to sub-jail housed
in the C&B colony community
centre. Security measures have
been strengthened to avert fur-
ther clash.

It is alleged that outlaws at
the sub-jail are not getting fa-

Myanmar told to take back
all Rohingyas immediately

Bangladesh has clearly told
Myanmar that the issue of Ro-
hingya refugee repatriation
should be solved immediately
by taking back all the rest, re-
ports LINB.

"We have told the Myanmar
foreign minister that repatria-
tion of all 21,000 Rohingyas
should be completed within
next one i,'ear and he assured us
of completing it soon,” said
Foreign Minister Abdus Samad
Azad talking to newsmen at the
airport alter seeing off U Win
Aung.

"It is not agreement, but he
has assured us.” added Samad
Azad.

“They have agreed on speedy
return of 7000 Rohingyas as per
earlier agreement. Now, tlgg}r
have agreed on principle that
the remaining 14.000 would be
taken back soon with clearance
from the UNHCR.” he told
newsmen.

Over ' two lakh Muslim
reflugees who had fled the
Arakan state of former Burma
into Bangladesh several years
back have been repatriated ear-
lier. The rest are in camps in
the frontier district of Cox's
Bazar.

Earlier responding to a simi-
lar question, the Myanmar for-
eign minister said they had
proposed to set up a joint com-
mission which would look after

all the problems between the
two countries.

Regarding the linint com-
mission, the Bangladesh for-
eign minister said they were ex-
amininﬁ a proposal on it. "But,
the Rohingya issue is not re-
lated to the formation of a joint
commission,"

Responding to another ques-
tion, the foreign minister said:
‘We have told them the current

ace of repatriation is not satis-
actory.”

Regarding a reported conflict
between the foreign minister
and state minister for foreign
affairs Abul Hasan Chowdhury,
Samad Azad said: "You all
know he is like my son. Noth-
ing happened between him and
me. [ will talk to him."

Earlier in his statement, the
Myanmar foreign minister said
his trip ‘was mainly a famil-
iarisation one. "After forma-
tion of the joint commission,
we'll ook after all the bilateral
problems between Bangladesh
and Myanmar."

Il Bangladesh agreed to form
such a joint commission, he
hoped, it would help strengthen
the relationship further.

He wished that the Bang-
ladesh government and the
people would jointly face the
recent threat of floods suc-
cessfully as of earlier,

From Page 1

Sources said. the various
components of the project in-
clude the Implementation
Agreement, Power Purchase
Agreement and Gas Supply
Agreement had been finalised
by AES and the relevant gov-
ernment agencies. The agree-
ments were also cleared by the
Law Ministry.

The only agreement that has
not yet been cleared is the Land
Lease Agreement (LLA).

Sources said that PDB and
AES initialled the LLA on June
10. It was exFected that the final
agreement for LLA would he
signed within a couple of weeks.

But after initialling the LLA,
PDB wanted to renegotiate var-
lous terms of the agreement as
CWHEC was unable to deliver
the land on' time and PDB
wanted to lterminate the con-
tract with CWHEC.

Al that time. PDB, AES and
CWHEC held a meeting to re-
solve the matter. AES represen-
tatives said at that meeting that
due to the delay, the project cost
was increasing and AES would
not be able to maintain the
power larill offered to PDB in
the original bid. AES also de-
manded a late delivery fine of
30,000 dollars from PDB,

But after negotiations, AES
agreed to provide a delay-cush-
ion of two months ending
September. Accordingly,
CWHEC was given a fresh dead-
line to complete its task. It was
decided then that the LLA would
be finalised soon.

Earlier this month, PDB at a
meeting with AES, CWHEC and
the Chinese firm's “influential”
agent who is also a MP, differed
si%ning of the LLA again and
told AES that it would take two
more months to finish the land
development task.

AES said that if the project

Meghnaghat plant

is delayed alter September, PDB
must provide it with a 30,000
dollar fine (which it should
collect from the land developer)
as the project cost was increas-
ing due to the procrastination.

The power project was origi-
nally scheduled to start gener-
ating power on a commercial
basis from early 2001. But due
to repeated delay, this project
would not be complete before
2003. g

- Meghnaghat's average power
tariﬂ"gs 2.79 cents —%aﬁpthc
power tariff of the private barge
mounted plants.

The Meghnaghat power
plant tenders were received by
PDB in July 1997.

Land development for the
Meghnaghat project had been a
major reason for the Prnjer:t'a
delay. After two yeas of tender-
ing and re-tendering, the Megh-
naghat site development con-
tract was awarded to a Chinese
contractor, represented by a
leading MP of the ruling party.
The contract was signed on
March 22 last.

Classes at Ananda
Mohan College

resume today

MYMENSINGH, July 19:
Classes at Ananda Mohan Uni-
versity College will resume to-
morrow, reports BSS.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the Teachers' Coun-
cil today as per the discussion
held yesterday between Teach-
ers Council and District Ad-
ministration and political
leaders.

. Teachers’ Council at an
emergency meeting on Friday
ordered the closure of college
sine die following violent inci-
dent on the college campus the
previous day.
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