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Impetus to Bangladesh- |
Myanmar Relations

YANMAR Foreign Minister U Aung Win's visit

to Bangladesh has proved propitious in clear-
ing the air of a vestigial misgiving on the Rohingya
repatriation question. Furthermore, it has enabled
the two countries to look ahead with confidence in
their abilities to expand and diversity their ties
and immensely profit thereby in not too distant a
future. Although it was billed as a familiarisation
trip for the relatively new Myanmar FM, judging
from the wide range of issues covered and a better
understanding reached on them the outcome has
exceeded our expectations.

Even on the rather thorny issue of repatriation
' of the residual 21000 Rohingya refugees, the
Myanmar minister may not have sounded in-
stantly committal but what he has assured of doing
on return to Yangon doesn't fall too short of it ei-
ther. He has urged 'patience’ adding that adminis-
trative preparations are needed at the Myanmar
end to round off the repatriation process. All we
would urge Myanmar to do is to only bring the ex-
ercise to its logical conclusion. With the UNHCR
turning their attention elsewhere in the world. the

ressure of their upkeep on us could be too much to
Eear. Aung Win has promised 'to do his best’ in this
regard and that is enough of an assurance from a
gentleman.

We as an advocate for an eastward bent to our
foreign policy directions because of our being a
bride-head between South Asia and South-east
Asia favour pro-active relationship with Myan-
mar to begin with. Yes, we should have a joint
committee to address and resolve bilateral prob-
lems. But what appears equally important to us is
that we have a joint economic commission to pro-
mote trade, commerce and investment between the
two countries. We are far short of cooperating to
our full potential. Myanmar is richly endowed
with natural reserves which it wants to harness
with assistance from neighbouring countries.
Bangladesh can offer expertise in certain areas on
a collaboration. There is a vast scope as well for in-
ter-state trade to grow manifold.

In fact, as we see it, increased economic coopera-
tion between Myanmar and Bangladesh will lay
very strong foundations for them to work effec-
tively as members of the larger economic grouping
called the BIMSTEC.

Industrial Safety

HE fact that industrial and occupational safety

has been, and still is, a low priority with the
government itself explains the marked rise of
industrial accidents in recent times. The Bureau of
Statistics, Inspector of Factories, and Fire Service
and Civil Defence “do not even keep any compre-
hensive data” in this regard. There are well-de-
fined industrial safety rules; however, more often
than not, these are violated and the government
watchdog—the Chief Inspector of Factories and Es-
tablishment’s Office (CIFEO)—apparently turns a
blind eye to the irregularities. Even worse, some
corrupt officials at the CIFEO actually use the rules
as.a ‘leverage’ to realise their own personal bene-
fits; in the process, compromising the safety of
hundreds of workers. On the whole, it is just an-
other area, where absence of enforcement has re-
sulted in inefficiency of the whole system.

Ideally, the CIFEO under the Ministry of Labour
and Manpower, whose approval is a prerequisite
for establishment of any industrial unit, should be
able to detect any structural irregularity in the
proposed lay-out. However, it appears, even after
scrutiny a substantial number of factories still get
away with flawed plans. Such safety measures as
alternative path of exit, alternative staircase in
multi-storey establishment, fire extinguisher, fire
escape, smoke alarm, adequate ventilation etc. are
conveniently left out. The inspectors, it is alleged,
give such risky factories a clean bill of health in
return of bribes. Deaths and severe injuries, espe-
cially in cases of fire, become an inevitable result
of this systemic failure.

So far, not only the government, but also the
civil society have treated the issue on a rather ad-
hoc basis. Any industrial accident has only gener-
ated knee-jerk reactions like condemnation of and
outcry against absence of safety measures which
died down with the passage of time. The trend has
to change and the government has to take a leadin
role in this. We urge the ministry of labour an
manpower to first look into the allegations of cor-
rupt practices by the CIFEO and mete out punitive
measures to those found guilty. Then, there should
be an orchestrated effort to identify establish-
ments flouting safety standards and shut them
down until they have made amends.

A Terrible Tragedy

J OHN F. Kennedy Jr plunged into the icy waters

of the Atlantic Ocean on Friday near Cape Cod
along with his wife Carolyn Bessette and her sister
in a light Piper aircraft piloted by John himself.
Only son of the assassinated 35th President of the
United States John F. Kennedy, the 38-year-old Jr.
brings the curtain down on the Kennedy dynasty,
probably the most revered and popular in the
Americas. The Kennedys, despite being dogged by
tragedies, have been the source of inspiration to
the Americans for the last four decades through
their services to the people of the United States.
The sudden death of John and his wife casts a pall
of gloom and a sense of grief and the tragedy has
overwhelmed the people of the world. To avoid the
curse or the jinx that has been dogging this
illustrious family since the death of Joseph Jr. in
World War II and subsequent assassination of his
father and uncle Robert Kennedy in 1963 and 1968
respectively, John Jr has been meticulously
avoiding a career in C{:aulitics and instead had his
own publication titled 'George', ironically a glossy
political magazine which kept him away from the
glamour and humdrum of high-profile American
politics. Yet John Jr. who had his licence to fly
only about a year now, almost courted death by
deciding to fly himself to Martha's Vineyard at
night without any charted flight path.

A descendant of a highly successful Irish immi-
grant, John Jr. had stolen the limelight at the age
of only three when his photograph saluting his fa-
ther's coffin was splashed all over the world. Pres-
ident Clinton in'his condolence speech highly eu-
logized the services rendered by the Kennedy fam-
ily to the United States and said "In the last 40
years they have suffered much and given more."

We offer our heart-felt condolences to the be-

Dhaka, Tuesday,
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reaved family and pray for fortitude of the near

| and dear ones. | |

N elaborate charade is
Aheing played out. Pak-
istani forces are with-
drawing from the LoC which
Islamabad claims they never
crossed! ' It says there is
only "de-escalation and disen-
agement” — that too by "muja-
eedin” from "Indian — occu-
pied Kashmir’.

But according to BBC and
CNN documentaries, the "mu-
jaheedin" involved in Kargil are
mainly Mirpuris from Pak-
istani-Kashmir. In all probabil-
ity. the bulk of those with-
drawing are Pakistani army
regulars, over whom Pakistan
has near-complete control —
unlike over the "mujaheedin”
who accuse it of "betrayal”.

The charade in India is no
better. New Delhi reached a
compromise with Islamabad
over "withdrawal” with U.S.
mediation. But for domestic
consumption, it claimed "mili-
tary victory” over the "intrud-
ers", The media screamed; Pak-
istan has been "battered" into
“submission”.

In reality. going by reports
in The Hindu and in the Pak-
istani media, there was a
three-way agreement = over
withdrawal. Pakistan's isola-
tion and LI.S. pressure, nol In-
dia’'s rilitary operation. was
the main factor behind the va-
cation of the LoC.

India also says there has
been no "ceasefire”. What about
the mutually agreed "de-escala-
tion"? The DGMOs' understand-
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blame our stars? Why
blame others and not
ourselves? We are

responsible lor our own
actions. We should blame our
apathy. unconcern, indiffere-
nce, impassivity, callousness,
heedlessness, ignorance, and,
above all, our selfishness
combined with greed.

Senselessly, in 1993 the
country brought in Benazir
Bhutto and Asil Zardari to rule
for the second time., Ridding
ourselves of them with great
difficulty in 1996, after they
had caused irreparable harm,
there remained at the top, head-
ing a caretlaker government,
President Sardar Faroo
Ahmad Khan Leghari, ]andlnra
to the manor born, man of
wealth, who had served with
honesty as a civil servant and
was thus well versed in the
rules of governance. Overtaken
by power and greed, he closed
his ears 1o reason and to the ad-
vice of the few who advocated
that he undertake the process of
accountability before holding
elections. In this, he had the
support of the armly, the judi-
ciary, our external supporlers
and providers, and even of the
influential international me-
dia. Knowing well that once a
political party sat in the saddle
it would not look into its own
misdoings. Leghari insisted on
elections, and in 1997, with his
backing. Nawaz Sharif and his
incompetent corrupl men were
brought in by their ‘heavy
mandate” for their second
round,

Leghari and his caretakers
surely knew the intelligence
level ol these men, their ap-
petite for power and pelf, their
capacity to ride roughshod over
all to stem the voices of dissent.
their shamelessness, their
ahility to amend laws and avoid
repayliig to the nation what
they had robbed in their first

ing

“No "Secret Deal", Mr Vajpayee?

The Charade Over Kargil

Praful Bidwai writes from New Delhi

The BJP is whipping up nationalist-militarist hysteria around our jawans' sacrifices.

This effort is fine-tuned to TV. The Kargil conflict is South Asia's

first-ever TV war, to

- which manufactured, manipulated. images have been vital.

that troops won't fire at
each other amounts to de facto
ceasefire. How could Pakistani
forces withdraw so smoothly,
taking away their arms, with-
out such an "understanding"?

A reconstruction of events
shows this agreement was
reached through a tripartite
;{)\1‘0{?&55. including an end-May

albott-Jaswant meeting, Mr
R.K. Mishra's secret parleys
starlin% June 1. Gen Zinni's
visit to Islamabad (June 25), Mr
Gibson Lanpher's to Delhi
{June 26), Mr Niaz Naik's secret
visit here (June 26-27), and last
but not least Pakistan High
Commissioner Mr Qazi's return
here just before the DGMOs
met on July 11 to hammer out
an agreement.

Gen Zinni read the Riot Act
to the Pakistan army. His visit
was the turning point. Mr Naik
told the BBC he came here try-
ing to "set a time-table" for
wilhdrawal through friendly.
"homely" talks. His proposals
for "phased", sector-by-sector,
“withdrawal" prevailed.

Now, there is nothing wrong

with 'friendly” talks unless
they are linked to an unequal
deal. India's talks were indeed
so linked. More, they violated
Mr Vajpayee's categorical as-
surance to the June 28 all-
party meeting on Kargil that
there would be no "secret
deals”.

This breach of trust is part
of the BJP's politics of am-
bivalence, half-denial and de-
ceit, exemplified at its worst by
the Babri demolition. The BJP
is two-faced. It aspires to power
in our open, democratic system.
But it won't sever its links with
the closed, shady. RSS. It
claims to be modern. but re-
mains obsessed with "correct-
ing" history's "wrongs".

Mr Vajpayee delights in
ambiguity. Like Mr Jaswant
Singh, he contemplated quit-
ting the BJP after the Babri
demolition. But after compos-
ing a few sad couplets, he stayed
on.

Even on the outrageous de-
mand that Dilip Kumar return
the Nishan-e-lmtiaz, Mr Vaj-
payee told him the "choice” was

his. But the issue is not per-

sonal "choice”. It is freedom and

the fundamental right of mi-
norities not to be intimidated.
Rather than extend support to

Kumar, and condemn “loyalty

tests” for him, Mr Vajpayee

ducked. When choosing between
e always

principle and power,
opts for the second.
The BJP is whipping up na-
tionalist-militarist hysteria
around our jawans' sacrifices.
This effort is fine-tuned to TV,
The Kargil conflict is South
Asia's first-ever TV war, to
which manufactured, manipu-
lated, images have been *i."ﬂ:allf1
Kargil's televisation served
to create "martyrs". Our previ-

ous wars too saw thousands of

deaths. But we never had spec-
tacles centrally focused on
coffins: each placed on a high
platform, as part of an elabo-
rate ritual with gun salutes and
VIPs,

Besides being insensitive to
the grief of the bereaved, such
obsession with martyrdom does
not speak of mature patriotism.
It cherishes not caring and

sharing. but violence, con-
flict, brutality. It makes one
forget that people become mili-
tary heroes because they can
kill. They are trained to do so.
War is all about killing. It is
dangerous to glorify killing
and make violence respectable,
while erasing the loss of 400 In-
dian lives in this "victory".
Such nationalism intro-
duces a false distinction be-
tween "us" and "them". Owur
"boys" are "brave”, "dedicated",

"daredevils”. They are "bar-
barians’, "huns’, "fanatics".
They kill "indiscriminately”,

We Kkill in "self-defence”. They
cause "havoc’. We only cause
"collateral damage".

Our military manoeuvres
are clean. Theirs are always
"sneaky”’. We are "principled'.
They are "cunning’. Our lead-
ers (whom we otherwise de-
spise) are "responsible”. Theirs

are “"adventurists”, prisoners of

"dark forces" (like ISI). Our bor-
ders are “sacred”. Theirs are
ever-expanding. We are peace-
loving. They love blood. We be-
lieve in vasudhaiva kutum-

bakam (universal brother-
hood). They believe in jehad.

These stereotypes can be
effectively inverted — as Pak-
istan's "loyal" media did. There
is a difference, though. India is
an institutionalised democ-
racy, with a tradition of free-
dom, dissent and pacifism.
Pakistan has barely emerged
from years of military rule. Our
failure in banning PTV or
blocking the "Dawn"” website, is
far graver.

India cannot feel proud at
being so diminished. But the
government and its "force-
multipliers” in the media have
done just that!

Their exclusivist "sacrifice”
agenda can have no place for,
say, Kanakammal, mother of Lt
Col R. Vishwanathan, who died
in Kargil. Fighting back her

rief, she still says Indians and
akistanis should not be
killing each other. "People tell
me that I should console my-
self in the thought of my son's
martyrdom... [But] my mind
does not reassure me... |
would have thought so if
[Pakistan] was an enemy coun-
try...' (Indian Express, June 9).

Jingoismm is counter-pro-
ductive even militarily. In Gen
Patton's graphic words, "no
son-of-a-bitch has won a war
dying for his country; the tric
is to make the other son-of-a-
bitch die for his country”. The
BJP is doing India a grave dis-
service throuph its cult of "sac-
rifice”. We stand warned.
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End-game?

Ardeshir Cowasjee writes from Karachi

When Sharif realized that his miscalculation was likely to develop into an all-out war he retreated
and sued for peace. That is the one right thing he did do — he did not compound his mistake.

round and even earlier. What
they may not have known was
that these men were capable of
going to the extent of storming
the Supreme Court of the land
to save themselves from being
adjudged.

In rapid succession Nawaz
Sharif pushed through his 13th
and 14th constitutional amen-
dments by which he converted
himsell into a supreme auto-
crat. The president was made a
puppet. the power to appoint
the service chiefs was his alone,
the judiciary was rendered
helpless, and now, with all
institutions of the state at his
mercy, Sharif wields sole
power and is answerable to no
man, woman or child of this
country.

Having done sufficient
wrong, his sense of self-preser-
vation should perhaps have
made him aware that he was
riding a tiger from which he
might fall and be eaten up. But
no, his instinets and reactions
are those of mediaeval despots.
Why are you surprised, 'they’'
ask, that when one talks of the
hunger and thirst of the people
he replies that he has given
them yellow cabs and motor-
ways? Did not Marie Antoi-
nette, when told that the French
had no bread to eat, ask why
they did not eat cake? Why are
you surprised, 'they" ask, that he
flies in a 400-seater aircraft to
go begging for money, that he
takes his tamily with him for a
}Jhﬂtﬂ-ﬂp?ﬂl‘tﬂﬂit}l’ and to go
ittle-mall shopping when he
flies to Washington to beseech
help to avoid war? Did Nero not
fiddle whilst Rome was
burning? Apocryphal may be

the sayings about Marie
Antoinette and Nero. but you
are witnessing reality.

india suspects that when
Sharif received Vajpayee in
February and made overtures
to settle all differences through
dialogue, the Kargil operation
was already under way. The
preparation for the climb
would so suggest. The army was
assured that once its men en-
trenched themselves on the
heights of Drass-Kargil the gov-
ernment's diplomats and me-
dia machine would step in and
successfully mobilize support
for their version of the Kashmir
issue, leaving the army holding
advance positions.

That the incursionists,
Mujahideen, freedom fighters,
patriots, defenders, zealots. or
regular army (call them what
you will] climbed the heights
and entrenched themselves is a
proven tactical feat. But what
convinced them that the Indian
[orces would not strike back.,
that they would not rehct as
they did having been caught
napping? When Sharif realized
that his miscalculation was
likely to develop into an all-out
war he retreated and sued for
peace. That is the one right
thing he did do — he did not
compound his mistake.
Possessing the qualities listed
in the ugening paragraph. we
allowed him to become an auto-
crat. What right have we now to
gnémhle about whatever he may

0’

On Monday evening, post-
FM-speechtime, Mushahid
Hussain rang to tell me the an-
swer was Yes.' To what, I asked.

To the question asked in your
last column, 'Has a lesson been
learnt?’ Surely that is not the
purpese of your call, I said.
What is it you want to know?
Had 1 heard Mian Sahib's
speech, and if so what did |
think of it? Old hat, was my re-
sponse. It is high time that you,
Mushahid, vary the string of
cliches with which you load
your master's and your fellow
ministers' speeches. We have
heard enough about the Kargil
assault being "popular, sponta-
neous and indigenous", and the
government merely giving
"diplomatic, moral and politi-
cal support " to the Mujahideen.

But, following form, the next
day the PML parliamentary
partﬁ voiced to the press
Mushahid's description of Mian
Sahib’s decision ;: "courageous,
wise, sagacious, and far-
sighted”.

The attorney-general, the
first law officer of the land, has
also spoken up, but sensibly.
On July 16, justifying the
Washington communique, he
stated that Pakistan is com-
pletely isolated and economi-
cally could not have sustained a
full-fledged war. The country is
already 50 years behind the de-
veloped world and would have
been thrown another 50 years
back had there been a war.
(Dawn, July 17).

As for our war-mongers
and zealots, the uneducated and
ignorant majority, they should
be informed
in power that India makes a
formidable foe. Iis armed forces
are twice the size of ours, mak-
ing it impossible for us to sus-
tain a military conflict. Econ-

Karnafuli bridge

Sir, In the '80s, General Er-
shad got an abandoned Duich
pier structure and installed it
on the Karnafuli river to bridge
the south and the rest part of
Chitlagong. It is named as Shah
Sufi Amanat (RA) Bridges
(SAB].

Demand of a bridge on Kar-
nafuli was made to Jinnah dur-
ing his visit in '40s. General
Ayub fitted a British pontoon
bridge in the Chittagong Master
Plan of Prime Port City in the
60s. But, the '70s cyclone and
subsequent Liberation War dec-
imated that bridge.

A visit to SAB would show
how careless and negligent at-
tention is given towards devel-
ﬂ}gment of this prime port city
ol Bangladesh. Though Por-
tuguese sailors termed it Beauty
Queen of East for its niceties in
all respect, the British devel-
oped it as commercially impor-
lant city, besides as prime port
city of East Bencgal an alternate
of Caleutta (Comparison of
Dhaka and Chittagong in the
‘40s would show], even Pakistan
also developed closely infras-
tructure for Karachi and Chit-
tagong. (Simultaneous building
up ol steel mill, refinery, ce-
ment factory, educational insti-
tutions, Marine Academy etc.),
but now all promised dévelop-
ment plans are seemingly under
bureaucratic erasures.

_If we take the case of SAB, we
will find, except SAB no other
river bridge built after indepen-
dence has a wooden floor. This
wooden floor is not morticed,
hutl planks fitted at intervals
having a wide gap. That creates
rattle and vibration as vehicle
Elg on it. Besides, no river

ridge has speed-breakers on its
main span. But, this SAB has as
many as dozen on its main
sparn.

Last but not the least. SAB
does not have proper illumina-

tion. police security post and
toll plaza. Makeshift way. of all
these are collecting a "higher
rate of toll than on any other
river bridge point of
Bangladesh. Ironically, Ex
Communication Minister, Ex
CCC Mayor, Ex treasurer of pre-
sent ruling party, present CCC
AB frequently
to visit their homes/areas. but
yet they hardly murmured
about the latest position of
SAB. Planks are giving away
due to deterioration wear and
tear, gave-away-parts are miss-

ing creating death-trap-hazards
for vehicles.

I would not know what engi-
neering feats would be required
to refurnish this bridge (named
after a reverend sufi) with steel
sheet cladding and high grade
asphalt carpeting. | hope, the
concernied would think about it
seriously. SAB is the shortest
road link for KAFCO, CUFL Ko-
reann EPZ from port, railway
and airport.

A R Choudhury
Uttara, Dhaka

The beginning

of the end?

Sir; When Dhaka riot police
start rioting (blocking roads
and indulging in viclence, as
reporied in the press), it is an
ominous sign for the adminis-
trators of the country. The po-
lice morale and moral have
broken down — how to main-
tain law and order? There is no
simple answer or solution,
when nepotism is worshipped
behind the altar.

More bad news: DU MA stu-

dents have attacked dean's of-
fice and caused damages. These
educated younger generations,
the future rulers of the country,
who are going to be "Masters"” in
education in some specialised
subject. have also taken resort
to indiscipline and violence for
the redress of their grievances.
Why viclence and indiscipline
are so popular today? Are we
headless people without brain?
Where is the leadership for such
social emergencies?

Some time back there came a
news report that school stu-
dents blocked roads as protest
on some pretext. The pattern is
the same: taking the law into
their own hands, in the alleged
absence of justice through
proper channels of administra-
tion and justice. Why normal
and standard channels of solv-
ing problems do not work in
this decade of the millennium?

The problem of the society is
the complete absence of toler-
ance. There is no sense of duty —
only demand for 'rights'; all
based on self-definition and
self-arbitration. The CBAs and
labour unions have gone out of

Fighting a losing battle?

Sir, Since arriving here on a
holiday two weeks ago, | have
been reading the DS your paper
regularly. as it had been rec-
ommend v Bangladeshi
iriends as a uc:ral broadsheet,
[ would have agreed with that
description until 1 read the
Opinion column of Wednesday,
14 July 1999, Under the heading
For the sake of healthy homes’
Mr Abu Imran, the writer, pre-
SEnts some Vvery reactionary ar-
guments which, moreover, are
not borne out by developments
in Europe and America.

In this country only a very
privileged minority of women
can actually choose whether to
stay at home or go out to work.
The great majority have to
work outside the home, or they
and their families would sim-
El:,r starve. What is more, it has

een proved beyond doubt that
unR’ by empowering women
and enabling them to become
economically independent will
it be pnssigle to reduce the
birthrate which in this country,
if it continues at the current
rate, is expected to cause the
pulation to double in another

O years, or even sooner?
Nor are the examples the au-

thor ciles in support of his ar-
gument at all convincing. When
Audrey Hepburn retired from
her acling career. she was a ve
wealthy woman who could af-
ford not to work at that stage in
her life. The experience of
Abraham Lincoln's stepmother
is even less relevant to today's
problems in this country. On
the other hand, one could list
many examples of women
throughout history who com-
bined a successful career with a
satisfactory family life. The
suggestion that only women are
good at looking after the family
is ignoring the fact that in-
creasing numbers of men are
now involved in taking care of
home and children,

In fact, if it continues, the
non-involvement of the major-
ity. of men is likely to con-
tribute more to the break-up of
families than women being
economically active outside the
home. [ think Abu Imran is in
any case fighting a losing bat-
tle, as more and more women
everywhere are claiming the
right to be educated and to fol-
low a career of their choice.
Renate Matthews
Dhaka
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control, and are available on
hire’ for indulgding in suspected
activities for the vested inter-
ests. Everything is for sale —
including the conscience, What
are the limits of moral con-
sclousness? Only the leaders of
the society should respond to
this loaded question; as the rest
have "ordinary' minds. and
cannot contemplate. It is all
‘fast food' and fast thinking;
with faster damages and losses;
first of the other parties: and
then the boomeran
{intrafactional hnneymnuning% :
The government, represented
by the regime in power, shies
away from focusing attention
on these basic malaise in the
society. Those who are tainted
cannot sit over judgement or
bring about solutions. What is
the basic root cause? Let us face
it — The political misuse of
power and influence. Before
1991 it was in different form,
with less violence, indiscipline,
less terrorism, less intolerance.

The cynics have one simple
conclusion: hang "democracy”,
and throw out the dirty politi-
cians, and invent a hybrid form
of governing in the LDCs, is imi-
ported versions do not work ei-
ther, in Asia or in Africa. We
need some genetic-engineered

political culture in the under-
developed and nver exposed ar-
eas.

Alif Zabr
Dhaka

200 out of 301

Sir. Afsaruddin Khan who
is the younger brother of the
lirst Prime Minister of
Bangladesh Tajuddin Ahmed,
as a State Minister of Works
evicted people from the Bhas-
antek area. Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina thought that
either it was done il%ega]l;,r or
by a misuse of power. So he
was sacked. Now Works
Minister Mosharraf Hossain
misusing the power
with the help ol some offi-
cials of the RAJUK had allo-
cated 200 out of 301 plots in
the name of the leaders and
members of the ruling party
Awami League including him-
self. ministers, members of
parliament and their rela-
lives. But Mosharraf Hos-
sain remains as a minister,
that too as Works Minister.
Igbal Ahmed

Dhaka-1000

y the government -

omically, if reserves are
anything to go by, India is forty

"“Hm®™s our size. It is ot no use us

propagating the myth that one
Pakistani soldier is equal in
strength and courage to five
Indian soldiers. Qur retired
generals, colonels, air mar-
shals, wing-commanders, ad-
mirals and commodores do us a
disservice when they air their
views on the national media
and relate how, whenever
Muslims have gone to war, it
has been against a foe far supe-
rior in number but their spirit
of sacrifice and their valour
have always made them vic-
tors. Wars now cannot be won
without global sympathy and
support. ga anda must have
credibility behind it. The
Indian propaganda during the
Kargil conflict has been sympa-
thy-weaning. clever and insidi-
ous. Take this excerpt from The
Tiﬂmﬂs of India' editorial of July
12:

"... Islamabad's recidivism
has led some people in India to
believe that unless Pakistan is
punished severely for its ag-
gression - and u
ishment sinks into the con-
sciousness of the Pakistani
population - another ssion
might be initiated a few years
down .... there must be reasoned

policy on how to deal with the®

post-Kargi] situation. India has
no quarrel with the Pakistani
people. Our problem is with the
rulers.

“There are walys of conveying
to the people of Pakistan the
pain and humiliation the
rulers of that country have sub-
jected them to for no rhvme or
reason.... An army which does

ess that pun-:

not acknowledge its own dead
is not likely to keep up its
morale as a fighting force. India
should compile a detailed list of
the identities of the Pakistani
soldiers Kkilled in action in
Indian territory and publish it
in our print and electronic me-
dia and on the Internet ... the
families of the dead Pakistani
soldiers may come to know
about the fate of their loved
ones felled in battle and whom
their rulers have — to their
eternal shame — disowned .... A
nation which repudiates its war
dead will have little credibility
among its own people ...
Already, sections of the
Pakistani media are denounc-
the rash adventurism of
their rulers., With TV, Internet,
, satellite telephones and f[ax
machines available to the
Pakistani population, they
cannot be deceived for long”

- For the present, war clouds
have receded., with our side
admitting to the loss of 250
lives {do we double, treble or
quadruple that figure to get to
reality?), and with India ad-
mitting to the loss of around
20060 (which must also be mul-
tiplied), losses which we feel
with equal grief. The moneta
cost to us has been over 810
million and the fact that India
admils ‘to having lost double -
that amount can be no consola-
tion.

Mian Sahib is satisfied with
what he has achieved and is
now taking off for Saudi
Arabia on a thanksgivilllf pil-
grimage to perform Umra.
(Ghous Ali Shah and other PML
acolytes have been asked to
board a special flight at
Islamabad, fly to Lahore to pick
up their Leader plus family and
friends, and then speed on to
Jeddah. They are scheduled to
return to the homeland, clea-
nsed and blessed, on Wedne-
sday.

OPINION

After reading the DS report
"Negligence of professional du-
ties” of June 23, and editorial
"Medical Ethics” of June 24, re-
garding the tragic and untimely
death of Rubel's mother in a
Dhaka city clinic allegedly of
negligence on the part of clini-
cians and the clinic manage-
ment | feel compelled to write
this first to offer my condo-
lences on behalf of the surgical
community to Rubel with words
which are so hopelessly inade-
quate and must seem hollow but
which are the only means of
wishing that her soul rest in
peace and for the Almighty to
pour His divine calm on the be-
reaved family as only He can.

May [ only say that not all
the members of our community
are the beasts that we are rou-
tinely portrayed to be. | know of
doctors who have paused durin
operations to donate a bottle o
life saving blood for a help-
lessly poor patient on the oper-
ating table in the middle of the
night and then rejoin the oper-
ating team to complete the op-
eration. Others pgive free
[rom their pockets to provide
medicines and materials for
patients. Almost all surgical
wards of the government medi-
cal college hospitals have a
poor fund for patients which is
run entirely from the contribu-
tions of the working doctors
and this fund has saved count-
less Ipatients not to mention
supplementing operalive costs,
These are the true and unsung
heroes of the medical commu-
nity.

However, 1 agree with DS
that the Bangladesh Medical
and Dental Council, which has
become a toothless tiger, has
failed miserably in its duty to
maintain accountability and in
the process has made a quag-
mire ol the medical eduecation
system which now has a bewil-
dering array of degrees, diplo-
mas and training certificates
from home and abroad without
any standardization. This has
led to a hot debate about the rel-
ative merits and demerits of the
medical post graduate educa-
tion system and has sharply di-

vided the medical community
with a horrendous amount of
internal bickering. Sadly the
partisan
.Bangladesh Medical Associa-
tion has rendered it incapable

nature of the
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of upholding the interests of
both the doctors and public in
a neutral and belitting manner.
Wilth the mushrooming of
medical colleges in the private
and public sectors the onus is
on producing doctors quantita-
tively. thereby predictably
comproniising on uality
leading to an overall reduction
in the quality of our fresh doc-
tors with the result that a sig-
nificant quantity of
Bangladeshi patients are now .
going abroagl for even simple
treatment with a huge drain on
the country's foreign exchange
reserves. Successive pgovern-
ments must also share the
blame for this situation as they
stressed on providing primary
health care, restricting and dis-
couraging doctors from goin
abroad by non-issuance o
passports and demanding in-
surmountable immigration re-
uirements with the results
that we now have a nation of
doctors in whom regrettably,
the public seem to lack faith.
The few specialists that we have
were the ones bold enough to
risk the wrath of the estab-
lishment and train abroad, as
also the ones who tried to make
do with the best local facilities.
Medical scholarships given
in the form of handouts by var-
ious governments only stressed
upon non-clinical programmes
like MS and Ph.D without pro-
viding the hands on training
that our clinicians sorely
needed to improve the increas-
ing demands of specialties like
cardiothoracic surgery. plastic
and reconstructive surgery and
transplant surgery to name a
few. Adding to this, the poor
quality of nursin and
paramedic services only com-
pletes the nightmare scenario
of a system which can only be
corrected by a thorough and
carefully thought about re-
vamping of the whole medical
health education and delivery
system in light of the nation's
requirements and resources
available coupled with tightly
controlled supervision.
Then only can we hope to

avoid tragic deaths like Rubel's
mother,

The writer is Assistant Pro-
Jessor of Surgery and Member,
Bangladesh Medical Associa-
tion, Ctg. Branch
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