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Garment worker
murdered

allegedly by
husband

By Staff Correspondent

A teenage garments worker
was murdered allegedly by her
husband at Ibrahimpur Bazar
in the city's Kafrul area yester-
day afternoon,.

The dead was identified as
Jesmin, 18, wife of Badal and a
resident of North Ibrahimpur,
police and hospital sources
said.

The motive behind the mur-
der could not be known imme-
diately. Badal has been ab-
sconding since the incident, po-
lice said.

Hospital sources quoting the
relatives of the victim said that
the incident took place while
Jesmin was returning to her
sister's residence at around 1

m from her work during lunch
OLIT .

When Jesmin arrived at
Ibrahimpur Bazar, adjacent to
her sister’'s residence. Badal ap-
peared and attacked her. He
struck on her head with a ma-
chete.

Fatally injured Jesmin was
rushed to the Dhaka Medical
College Hospital (DMCH) where
she died at about 3 pm. The body
was sent to DMCH morgue for
autopsy.

Jaitun Begum. cousin of the
victim, lodged a murder case ac-
cusing Badal with Kafrul thana
in this connection.

Khoka

From Page 1

Ahmed. Barrister Moudud
Ahmed and others stood for the
petitioners.

Deputy Attorney General KM
Saifuddin  with AAG Syed
Kayser and Abul Hossain Azadi
strongly opposed the bail.

The Sﬁlef Metropolitan
Magistrate had earlier refused
bail to the accused and ordered
attachment of their property.

Rubel murder

From Page 1

Rubel and the informant of the
murder case. Nine of the ten ar-
rested accused, including AC
Akram Hossain, appeared be-
fore the court at about 11 am.
But jail authorities did not
produce Mukuli Begum before
the court saying that she was
sick. Judge Molla Mustafa Ka-

mal then fixed July 27 and 28
for cross deposition of Abdur
Rob:

In its chargesheet submitted
on September 24 last year, the
CID accused AC Akram, Mukuli
Begum and 12 other police men
of the murder.

Ten of the chargesheeted ac-
cused are detained in Dhaka
Central Jail while the rest has
been absconding since the inci-

dent.
Mosharraf

From Page ]
disciplined organization. I am a
central leader and a minister. 1
can’t go for childish behaviour
as they have gone,” he said.

The district leaders, he
viewed. could have raised their
charges in the party forum and
demanded action against him.
"But what they've done is not in
line with the party discipline,”

“They could have ask me for
clarification or lodge com-

laints with the party chief if 1

ave done any mistake. But
what they have done is not
proper,” said the state minister
who denied having any rivalry
with the AL leaders in his dis-
trict,

Mosharrafl also responded to
some of the allegations brought
against him. "Am 1 a person to
misbehave with anyone? Can I
do so? | “ll. leave everything to
the discretion of the PM and
other central leaders of the
party.”

He said he tried to meet the
AL pgeneral secretary yesterday
but failed, as the latter was not
available in the capital. *I will
meet zilljur Bhai and the netree
soon and tell them everything.”

Responding to another ajﬁ:-
gation that he had let his son to
act against the party nominee
in the last municipal election,
the state minister said, “As a
cilizen, my son has the right to
do anything he deems fit.”

Reached by telephone,
Rezaul Karim Hira, MP, a vet-
eran AL leader of Jamalpur, de-
fended the decision to suspend,
calling it purely democratic and
in line with the party disci-
pline.

He blamed the state minister
for neglecting other leaders and
workers of Jamalpur and un-
dermining all democratic
norms in dealing with the party
unit in the district he is in
charge of. “In fact. he failed to
take into confidence the party
MPs from the district.”

"We (the district committee)
are not the final authority.
We'll also meet the party chief
to formally communicate to her
of our decision. We may recon-
sider our decision in consulta-
tion with the party hierarchy,”
Hira said, hoping the action
may help the state minister and
others like him to stand correct.

Asked if their move had
damgﬁed the party image, Hira
replied in the negative. “It won't
do any harm at all to the
if our allegations against the
minister are proved right. Such
a practice will further galvanise
AL’s democratic image... The
expulsion move is to pressurise
the minister to learn from
mistakes.”

Industrial accidents on rise

No ofticial data, poor safety measures

Industrial and occupational
safely remains a low priority
lor the government even as the
numbers of industrial accidents
are on the rise, every year.

Shockingly, pgovernment
agencies like the Bureau ol
Statistics, Inspector of Facto-
ries, Fire Service and Civil De-
fence do not keep any compre-
hensive data on industrial ac-
cidents,

The only information that
was available was from a non-
government organisation (NGOQ)
— Social Assistance and Reha-
bilitation for the Physically
Vulnerable (SARPV). The num-
ber of industrial accidents rose
to 1,268 in 1997 from 544 in the
previous year while it was 353
in 1995, according to statistics
compiled

More than 100 workers were
killed in various accidents in-
cluding fire and electric short-
circuit alone in different gar-
ments’ industries of the capital
Dhaka since December 1990,
informed Mohammad Khurshid
Alam, President of Bangladesh
Garments’ Workers' Federation
(BGWF).

A section of employees of the
government’s Chief Inspector of
Factories & Establishment's Of-
fice (CIFEO) engaged in imple-
mentation of industrial safety
rules allegedly neglect in per-

By Mustak Hossain

forming their duties.
“They never impose the

rules in a real sense. They use’

the rules as a leverage to collect
levy’ Irom entrepreneurs,” a
leading garments' manufac-
turer in Rampura said on con-
dition of anonymity,

"We have an understanding
with the inspeclor’s office for
payment on a monthly basis.
We have to pay Taka 500 to
5,000 every month according to
size and capacity of a mill or
industry,” he said.

"Whenever we stop paying
their monthly tips they send us
a notice, accusing us of violat-
ing certain safety rules or so
called negligence in other mat-
ters.” he said.

In that case we contact with
the concerned area inspector
and again reach a consensus for
the tips. "Some times we even’
£el some reduction against ‘over
dues,” he said.

He said; "It is absolutely im-
possible to fully follow the in-
dustrial safety rules in the
mills and faclories.”

In the capital Dhaka about
90 per cent garments’ factories
are situated in residential ar-
eas. They do not have proper in-
frastructure and lack even
rudimentary facilities like fire
escape, the source said.

To establish an industry you

have to submil a layout plan for
the proposed establishment and
gel the approval from the Chief
Inspector of Factories and Es-
tablishment’'s Office [CIFEQ)
under the Ministry of Labour
and Manpower.

The Chief Inspector's office
has three categories of safely lo
enforce: occupational safety
measures, health and welfare.

Safety is connected with
various measures including; Al-
ternative path of exit, alterna-
tive stair case in multi-storied
establishment, fire extin-
guisher, fire escape., smoke
alarm; first aid facilities: ade-
guate ventilation, fans. suffi-
cient light, canteen and enter-
tainment space. Welfare deals
with various facilities of work-
ers like minimum wage, leave
and maternity leaves for
woman workers.

An official of the Chief In-
spector’s office told The Daily
otar that they lacked adequate
work force and therefore can
only handle matters relating to
industrial safety and welfare of
workers., _

There are only six doctors
and six engineers '.w.n:::lrkiﬂ,?i in
the chief inspector's office.
“With this tiny staff it is diffi-
cult to properly implement the
wellare laws,” another official
of the inspector’s office said.

New thanas, divisional
offices to be set up

The government yesterday
decided to set up new police sta-
lions, investigation centres and
ollices, reports UNB.

Olficials said the National
Implementation Committee on
Administrative Reform
(NICAR) took the decisions at a
meeting at the PM's office with
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in the chair.

The 84th meeting of the
NICAR decided to turn
Ashuganj under Brahmanbaria
district into Upazila, a thana-
level local-government body.

Besides, the meeting decided
to set up administrative thanas,
police stations and police in-
vestigation centres in different
important parts of the country.”
said an official announcement.

Administrative thanas will
be set up at Dumki in Patu-
akhali, Mujibnagar in
Meherpur and at Meghna in
Cormnilla.

New police stations will be
set up at Sylhet Sadar, Nal-
danga in Natore. at both ends of
the Bangabandhu Multiple
Bridge across river Jamuna,
Sayestaganj in Habiganj, Kalia
in Narail, Dhaka Airport,
Dhanbari in Tangail, Benapole
Landport and Shakhipur in
Shariatpur.

The NICAR meeting further
endorsed establishment of 15

e

divisional offices in Sylhet di-
vision, new offices of Environ-
ment Directorate in Barisal and
Svlhet divisions. 5,000-square-
foot record rooms in 44 dis-
tricts, four investigation cen-
tres for female police in Dhaka
Metropolitan area and police
investigation centres in Par-
batipur and Barabani of
Chuadanga.

It also reviewed progress on
the decision of its 83rd meeting
to set up divisional offices of

Fire Service and Civil Deferice -

Directorate in Sylhet and
Barisal divisions.

The Prime Minister directed
authorities concerned to con-
sider setting up of the adminis-
trative thana headquarters and
police stations on highlands.

She also instructed taking .

separate fpmjer:ls for computer-
isalion of district record rooms.

Finance Minister SAMS
Kibria, Commerce and Indus-
tries Minister Tofail Ahmed,
Health Minister Salahuddin
Yusuf, Food and Agriculture
Minister Begum Matia Chowd-
hury, Forest and Environment
Minister Syeda Sajeda Chowd-
hury, Communications Minis-
ter Anwar Hossain and State
Minister for Planning Dr
Muhiuddin Khan Alamgir at-
tended the meeting.

BNP condemns
police action on
2 party leaders

By Staff Correspondent

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan yesterday
condemned the police action on
two leaders of his party fronts
at Bagerhat and Darshana re-
cently.

The BNP secretary general in
a statement said the 'fascist’
government has taken up a vio-
lent path to stop the opposition
movement.

He alleged that Mosleh tJd-
din, a leader of BNP Darshana
unit was tortured by police after
they arrested him from his res-
idence. Police tortured him by
hanging him down from a tree
in broad daylight.

In another incident, he said
a group of terrorists severed a
tendon from the right hand of
Khademul Nasir Alap, con-
venor of Jatiyatabadl Chhatra
Dal (JCD), Bagerhat unit, on
July 8.

He was brought to Dhaka in
a critical condition and is un-
der treatment,

The BNP leader warned the
government that the opposition
movement could not be stopped
through 'such attacks, ?ﬂlse
cases and arrests,’

He called upon the govern-
mernl to give up this type of 'bar-
baric' policy.

PM warns

From Page 1

with the people living around
the embankment area.

The Prime Minister reached

the site boarding a speed boat
and talked to the flood victims.,

She also distributed relief goods
among the affected people and

witnessed the breach of the em-

bankment. Officials said that

the breach has affected five
lakh people in the district.
Assuring all out help
flood victims the Prime Minis-
ter said "the government will

provide you with food till the

new harvest starts.”

She said the government
would build multipurpose flood
centers in the country to pro-
vide shelter to the people ren-
dered homeless due to floods.

The Prime Minister thanked

the civil and military adminis-
tration, the people from all
walks of life and leaders and
workers of her Fart}r for their
services to the allected people.

Earlier, the GOC briefed her
about the incident and the vari-
ous measures taken by the civil
and military administration to
%ive succour to the flood af-
ected people,

A total of 62,512 affected
people have been shifted to 63
reliel centers opened in the dis-
trict. :

Later, she addressed a public
meeting on the Mainamati
School ground.

11 Bangladeshi
1llegal immigrants
arrested in
Singapore

SINGAPORE., July 18;
Thirty-five illegal immigrants
from around Asia were caught
trying to enter Singapore from
Malaysia in a small truck, a
news report said today, reports
AP.

Singapore Immigration De-
partment officials found 11
Myanmar nationals, 11
Bangladeshis, six Thais, six
Indians and one Chinese na-
tional in a Malaysia-registered
truck at a border crossing late
Saturday, the Television Cor-
poration of Singapore news
said. .

The passengers were huddled
among boxes of fruit and veg-
etables in the back of the truck.

The illegal immigrants and
the driver of the vehicle, a
Malaysian, were detained and
will be charged in court, the re-
port said.

State Minister

Minister. IroiiPage 1

Talking lo this correspon-
dent many officials in the Min-
istry of Foreign Affairs said
they felt that the time and ser-
vices of the State Minister were
not being properly utilised and
he was olten "sidelined" in tak-
ing important decisions. They
also felt that economic diplo-
macy should be left to the
‘young and energetic state min-
ister .

NEW DELHI, July 18: The
schedule for general elections
having been announced, India's
political scene is in the throes
of major realignment of forces
reflecting growing polarisation
in the non-BJP camp.

The most significant polari-
sation which has implications
at the national level as well as
in a post-polls scenario is the
decision of Samajwadi Party
headed by Mulayam Singh Ya-
dav and Sharad Pawar-led Na-
tionalist Congress Party (NCP)
to put up a common front as an
alternative to Congress and
BJP.

Yadav and Pawar have held
preliminary discussions a few
days back on the possibility of
formation of the front.

Former Prime Minister
Chandra Shekhar and Forward
Bloc. a constituent of West Ben-
gal's ruling Left Front, had also

| taken part in the discussions.

From Pallab Bhattacharya

Yadav, Pawar and Chandra
Shekhar had opposed Sonia
Gandhi-led government after
the fall of Atal Behari Vajpayee
ministry in April while For-
ward Bloc also refused to back a
Congress-led alternative.

e initiatives taken by Ya-
dav and Pawar, according to
political observers, are bound
to sharpen the divisions in the
non-BJP camp.

The CPI and CPI (M) have al-
ready abandoned the theory of
equi-distance from Congress
and BJP and declared that de-
feating BJP was the main ob-
jective,

But Forward Bloc and Revo-
lutionary Socialist Party, both
constituents of Left Front, are
willing to d]uin the proposed
front by Yadav and Pawar.

The Rashtriya Janata Dal,
led by Laloo Prasad Yadav, a
close ally of Mulayam Singh

Yadav, has already announced

that it would enter electoral tie-
up with the Congress in the
coming elections to Lok Sabha.

Another important devel-
opment is the clear inclination
of a section of centrist Janata
Dal, the biggest constituent of
the coalition governments
which ruled India briefly in
1989 and 1996-97 under the
leadership of VP Singh and H D
Deve Gowda and I K Gujral, to go
for a tie-up with the BJP-led al-
liance.

Senior Janata Dal leaders
like J H Patel, chief minister of
the southern Karnataka state,
and Ram Bilas Paswan from
Bihar state have openly come
out in favour of joining the
BJP-led alliance.

Bul another dal section led
by Deve Gowda has opposed this
and the debate has put the party
on the verge of a split.

The developments in the
non-BJP camp have been pri-

level

vately welcomed by BJP and its
allies which agree Congress

muist be checked at ihe national
through formation of
anti-Congress tie-ups in as
many places as possible.

Janata Dal sources say a
plan for coming together of
Samata Party led by defence
minister George Fernandes, Lok
Shakti headed by commerce
minister Ramakrishna Hedge
and a section of Dal at the na-
tional level is now being dis-
cussed,

In fact, Fernandes, Hedge
and JH Patel had already had
talks on this and they agreed in
principle to join hands on an
anti-Congress plank in Kar-
nataka, a move seen by ob-
servers as a prelude to such an
arrangement at the national
level in the coming days.

It may be noted that Samata
Party and Lok Shakti are splin-
; See page 11 Col 7
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Polarisation in non-BJP camp_

Yadav, Pawar plan common front against Cong, BJP

PSC interview for doctors

Body to probe a case of
alleged irregularity

By Gobinda Bar

A probe body has been
formed to investigate a charge
ol irregularity in issuing inter-
view card to an ineligible doctor
by the Public Service Commis-
sion{PSC), sources said.

PSC sources, on condition of

anonymity, said there are
many other incidents of a simi-
lar nature at the constitutional
body responsible for recruiting
public servants.

The sources cited the case of

1ssuing interview cards to non-
eligible candidates in 1996,
Some of the candidates who had
applied lor the posts of assis-
tant prolessor, associate pro-
fessor and professor, were in
violation of recruitment rules
and were not in conformity
with minimum requirements.

Sources singled out the case
of one Dr Hedayet Hossain
Khan who had applied for the
post of Associate Professor of
Orthopedics. The name of the
post for which Hedayet had ap-
plied was overwritten in his ap-
plication while it bore the uﬂ?-
cial serial number of assistant
professor of Orthopedics
(BPSC/SR/2/3/R/ 5/ 96-172)
instead of associate professor
under the post applied for.

Iedayet is a consultant but
he is currently in charge as as-
sistant professor since Febru-
ary 9 1991. As per rules, he was
eligible for app]l;ing for the post
of assistant professor but his
application was for associate
professor and he was issued an
interview card. informed
sources said.

The issue came to notice af-
ter a fellow applicant under an
assumed name lodged a com-
plaint with the PSC chairman
Prof Mostafa Chowdhury last
year asking how a consultant,
now in current charge ol assis-
Lant professor, can apply for the
post of associale professor.

The complainant asked how

s

Najmuddin
Hashim
dead

Former minister and diplo-
mat Syed Najmuddin Hashim
died of lung cancer at a city
clinic yesterday, family sources
said. He was 74, reports BSS.

He left behind his wife, two

sons and a host of political col-

leagues and wellwishers to
mourn his death.

His body has been kept at the
BIRDEM hospital for the return
of his elder son from abroad.

His namaj-e-janaja will be
held on Ju!lj,r 0 after juhr
prayers at Tip T{? mosque at
Circuit House Road. :

Hasim, also a writer, began

his career as a journalist in the
"Morning News" of Calcutta in
1946 just after completion of
his BA (Hons) Degree in Enlglish
Language and Literature from
the Presidency College.

After partition in 1947, he

joined the news desk of the then

Radio Pakistan. Later he was
encadered into the Central In-
formation Service of Pakistan
and was its senior most officer.

Hashim was appointed Di-
rector General of ernal Pub-
licity Wing of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs after the liber-
ation of Bangladesh. He was ap-
pointed Ambassador to Myan-
mar and former Soviet Union
in the 80's. He was also the Min-
ister for Information in Gen Er-

| shad's cabinet.

a person, who is yet to be a lec-

turer or even assistant profes-

sor. can apPly for the post of as-

soclate professor and get an in-
terview card for it.
When asked Dr Hedayet Hos-

sain said it was a mistake on

his part to write the official se-

rial number of assistant profes-

sor under the name of the post

of associate professor for which
he had applied. Asked whether
- anyone ‘told' him to apply for
the post pf associate professor

though he was not even an as-
sistant professor, Dr Hedayet

replied, "It was justified for me

to apply for the post because
many of my junior colleagues

are already working as associ-

ate professors.”

Further asked about the
rewriting of the name of the
post he had applied for, Hedayet
said, " Do not ask questions
like a lawyer. There are many
untold stories about which you
can discuss with your family
but not in public.”

A one-member probe body
has been formed with P3C Dij-
rector Rabiul Islam to investi-
gate into the matter. Asked
about the alleged corruption,
the director admitted that the
investigation was going on re-
garding the issue but he refused
Lo give details.

le of retired PSC member
Dr Mashiur Rahman who was
in-charge of recruitment, also
came up for scrutiny as he took
all the applications to his office
room during the recruitment
process though those were to be
with the section assistant,
sources said. Dr Rahman was
also in charge of issuing inter-
view cards. :

PSC advertised for 29 assis-
tant professors, 28 associate
professors and 23 professors of
medical colleges on October 20

- 1996. The last date for submis-

sion of application was Decem-
ber 5 1996.

Acid thrown on

garment worker
By Staff Correspondent

A female garments employee
received acid burn injuries at a
garments factory in the city's
Tejgaon area yesterday after-
noomn.

The victim was identified as
Minara Begum, 30, wife of Ab-
dul Majid ‘and a residence of
Mohakhali TB Gate area.

The incident took place
around 1 pm while Minara was
coming down from fourth floor
of the factory to take lunch.
When she reached the third
floor, Shanaz. a former em-
ployee of the factory threw acid

- on her. The reason behind the

attack could not be known im-
mediately.

e
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Haripur plant

Extortionists
terrorise

land developers

By Staff Correspondent

Gun-trotting extortionists
are terrorising land developers
of the 360 Haripur Power
Plant at the project site near
Sitalakkhya river at Narayan-
ganj, sources said.

ey said, the extortionists
e:xchan%ed gun shots 'ar:mn%_
themselves over 'sharing' o
sand supply to Hyundai, the de-
veloper of the Haripur Power
Plant site Sunday morning.

As a result, Hyundai offi-
cials and employees asked the
authorities to ensure security at
the project .site, as they were
feeling insecure.,

Sources said, a group of local
extortionists who are also sand
contractors have been terroris-
ing since Hyundai started the
land development project there
a couple of months ago. ;

10 hurt as Ctg
Port workers

clash

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, July 18: At
least 10 people were injured in a
clash between coaster hatch
workers and merchant labour-
ers belonging to C&F agents on
Chittagong Port premises this
mu:ining. police and witnesses
said.

The clash erupted at 11 am
in front of port Jetty No 1 when
a procession of coaster hatch
workers came under attack by
their rivals, port sources said.

Both groups used lethal
weapons and chased each other
durinﬂ the clash.

Police rushed to the spot and
dispersed the clashing groups
by resorting to lathicharge.

Cargo handling at Chit-
tagnn%l- Port was disrupted for
seven hours till 6 pm.

Luxmipur

From Page |
year's {loods. ' .
The damage was repaired at
a cost of Tk 16 lakh under Army
supervision after the floods.
When the cracks surfaced again,
the authorities asked the con-
tractors concerned to take up
repair work on June 30.But the
work did not start, reports said
quoting officials . |
The district administration -
yesterday directed the contrac-

tors to start repair work within

24 hours.
Manikganj

A report from Manikgan
sald the turbulent Padma wipe
away Dhulsor bazaar at Hari-
rampur Saturday night. _

Erosion by the Padma is
threatening Harirampur police
station and it might be swept
away anytime. The embank-
ment at Dhulsor has also devel-
oped cracks and might collapse,
the reports said quoting local

peulgle.
oad links between the dis-
trict headquarters and three
thans-- Harirampur, Ghior and
Daulatpur-- were cut off by
flood waters as the Padma went
into spate last week.
Comilla

Officials at Comilla reached
over telephone said the Gumti
waters gushing through the
breach in its embankment at
Ebtarpur continued to inundate
Ireh areas in Chandina . Dau-
dakandi and Muradnagar
thanas. The floods have so far
alfected nearly 100,000 fami-
lies, dama 5.548 houses,
crops in 2,985 acres of land, 331
km of roads and 5.5 km of the
embankment and, four bridges

-and culverts. Some 69,500 peo-

ple are in flood shelters.
Kushtia

Our Kushtia correspndent
reported that flood situation in
the district remained unchaged
with a slight fall in the Ganges
and the Gorai after steady rise
for the past few days.

Twelve unions in three
thanas -- Bheramara, Daulat-
Fur and Mirpur -- have been af-
ected.

Crisis of drinking water and
spiralling prices of essentials
have made life all the more dif-
ficult for people. They are also
suffering from various water-

borne diseases.

Crescent Industry

Contact
Dhaka: Alhaj
Phone: 9568323, (M) 017-560210
Joarder Nawsher Ali
Phone: 017-520323

Chittagong: Mofizur Rahman
Phone: 634817/017-720872

INDUSTRY FOR SALE

Ltd, a Soap and Glycerine

Plant at 389, Nasirabad Industrial Area,
Chittagong having approx. 10-acre land of
which approx. 7-acre is vacant. All assets for sale
(other than current assets) free from all liabili-
ties, price Tk. 17 crore. Inspection timing 10.00

AM-4 PM on working days.
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