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Power Tariff

OWER tariff is up by five poisha per unit. Add to

this the VAT, and you have a fairly sizable
monthly electricity bill to foot. The Asian Devel-
opment Bank is said to have recommended the
raise in tariff to shore up the falling financial
health of the energy sector. Whenever rates have to
be increased we show a penchant for justifying it
on the ground that there has been a compulsion or
pressure to do that. Perhaps the impression sought
to be given is if we had our way we would not go for
it. This gunning from others' shoulders has the de-
merit of diluting the focus on where things at our
own end are really going wrong.

Before zeroing in on our own bag of faults, let's
briefly bring up the economic factors being ad-
duced in defence of the power tariff increase. The
price of gas, the main input for generation of elec-
tricity having been raised in December last to Tk
56 per unit (meaning 1000 cubic feet) from Tk
47.6, 'a pressure' was there to raise the power tariff.
But at the consumers' level the gas price had been
raised as well, so that the increased power tariff
comes as an additional burden on the citizens'
purse. Devaluation of taka has been cited as an-
other reason for the upward adjustment in the
power rate. PDB's huge foreign debt needed to be
cushioned off by a recourse to it.

Basically, we regard all these as specious argu-
ments for the simple reason that the power sector's
ill-health and its being perpetually in the red are
of its own making. At the heart of the problem is
the systems loss which is but a civilised expres-
sion for unauthorised connection, theft and pil-
ferage of electricity. Providing unauthorised con-
nections to industries and variegated businesses is
not only putting a strain on the network, it is also
downright robbery when one realises that the au-
thorities are denied bill collection on them. Only
private sector competition will streamline the sec-
tor breaking the stranglehold of self-serving type
trade unionism.

If you raise the tariff do make sure that we have
commensurate gains in terms of service. Do some-
thing about power fluctuations that damage appli-
ances and machines and the load-shedding which
“ upset work rhythm of citizens. e

Dispersed Sex Workers

HE government's plan to rehabilitate the sex

workers of the Tanbazar and Nimtali brothels
in Narayanganj has gone haywire, so suggests the
mad rush of panic-stricken inmates seeking some
sort of refuge in the town's residential areas. How-
ever, it was almost inevitable, given the way it
went about the task, putting more emphasis on
evicting rather than rehabilitating. Undesirable
intervention of a local ruling party legislator has,
on the other hand, only added fuel to the fire, lead-
ing to a widespread suspicion over the ulterior mo-
tive behind the whole exercise. The apparently no-
ble initiative to integrate sex workers into the
mainstream of the society seems to have turned
into a carefully engineered ploy to grab the lands
hitherto occupied by the brothels. Whatever the
motive may have been, the push to evict the broth-
els has left the locality with the ominous prospect
of a serious health emergency, according to surveys
carried out by different voluntary organisatiors.
With a substantial section of the sex workers iden-
tified in the surveys as potential carriers of differ-
ent sexually transmitted diseases (STDs) and even
HIV. the ingredients of a potent nightmare are very
much there.

From the very beginning, the plan and its subse-
quent execution have followed a flawed path. While
sex workers who are willing for a change in their
life-style have been accounted for, there seems to
have been no well-defined strategy as regards the
ones planning to continue with their profession,
thereby engendering fears of repression in the lat-
ter group. The trade has been made pervasive by the
in-built inadequacy of the government plan, so to
speak. In other words, it has led to the rise of more
floating sex workers, thereby rendering the whole
area vulnerable to STDs in general and AIDS in
particular,

The government should have envisioned the
consequences before even embarking on the drive
to ‘rehabilitate’ the sex workers. For the time be-
ing, we suggest that the sex workers be allowed to go
back to the brothels and stay there until the gov-
~ermment comes up with a fool-proof plan for their
rehabilitation. That would at least be better than -
spreading them around and exposing a large sec-
tion of the population to various STDs.
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Why in Ansar?

REP{)RTS say around '464 former outlaws will

join the ranks of Ansar'. They were in the
'suspects’ category among the 733 terrorists who
surrendered on a call of the government which
promised them amnesty and rehabilitation in the
Khulna Division. These terrorists also
surrendered the arms and ammunition they had
used against innocent villagers of southern
Bangladesh for collecting toll in the name of
various banned political organisations
representing the so-called ultra-left of the country.
It is good to know that such a large number of
terrorists are returning to normal life pinning
hopes on the assurance of the government for their
economic rehabilitation. .

But is it a wise decision to induct them in an
otherwise disciplined force like the Ansar and that
too only after training them for a month at the
Ansar academy in Mouchak? These people have
long been associated with the underworld and
hence we are afraid that their psyche is totally dif-
‘ferent from that of people who have been leading a
normal and disciplined life. Their assimilation
‘should be a gradual process. We have heard of
'small fisheries, poultry farms and other self-em-
ployment projects meant for small entrepreneurs
and also of Youth Bank from which loans can be
obtained for small industrial or business ventures.
We believe the government will explore these ay-

However, we thank the government for making a |

. still taking

enues also for rehabilitating them in the ‘society.
lieginnlng.

VEN as sporadic artillery
E exchanges and last
desperate fightings are
place in Kargil the
guns will soon fall silent and a
quiet descend upon
wilderness as a result of the
deal struck between Prime Min-
ister Nawaz Sharif of Pakistan
and the US President Bill Clin-
ton in Washington early this
month. The Indian authorities
have already confirmed the
signs of withdrawal of the Pak-
istan-backed 'intruders' to dis-
lodge whom India got locked in
its worst conflict with Pakistan
since 1971. When after two
months of violent clashes the
status quo will be restored over
the line of control between In-
dian held Kashmir and that un-
der control of Pakistan it will
portend — even if briefly — a pe-
riod of animated debate as to
why was there a flare-up in
‘Kargil within months of his-
taric Lahore Declaration. Why,
after the 'Mujahideens' re-
markable military feat in occu-
pying the strategic peaks which
they stubbornly held, Pakistan
backed them down? The conjec-
tures and speculation will
abound asto the future of the
fragile peace now in sight and
the future intentions on either
side of the divide. The questions
will be asked if the operation
‘Vijaya' has really been a vic-
tory or Pakistan courted defeat
by asking the ‘intruders’ to fall
back.
While nothing conclusive or

definitive will emerge from .

such exercises the Kargil war
has. however, proved to its hilt
that the issue of Kashmir — far
from being dead — is as alive as
it was in 1947 and certainly
more explosive than before
with its nuclear dimension
now. None of the arrangements
like the UN imposed ceasefire
in 1948, the Tashkent Declara-

HE Indian election com-

§ mission has announced
firm dates for the next
general elections which will
now take place in  several
phases beginning September 4.
The process of hustings began
with the dissolution of the last
Loksabha (lower house of
ﬂar!iament] when president K R
arayanan had to dissolve it
and call fresh election
following the failure of the
opposition parties to come out
with a formula for an alter-
native government. Earlier, the
multi-party government of
prime minister Atal Bihari Va-
jpayee had lost the right to gov-
ern the country as it lost the
confidence vote by the thinnest
possible margin — a single vote,
But electioneering in India
could not gain momentum since
the attention of all was focused
on the sudden flare-up of the
Kargil crisis in Kashmir. This

problem cropped up when the

political parties were just
reparing to evolve strategies
or the coming polls and were
beginning to take on their ri-
vals on different political is-
sues. But "Kargil" came as a to-
tal surprise and caught most
people unawares. This led to a
situation where the tempo of
the electioneering disappeared
and the whole national concen-
tration shifted to the "spot"
where Indian army and the
airforce launched ailout offen-
sives against what India called
“Infiltrators and Pakistani
army regulars” (and Pakistan
called "Kashmiri freedom fight-
ers’] to drive them out from the
areas which they seized across
the line of control{LOC).

For more than two months
"Kargil’ was the issue in India
and now the attention has
again shified to the elections

its.

.- cess or failure de

~ Kashmir: Back from the Brink?

There is no place for Eaﬁ:p!acency even ii" the war in Kargil is going to be over. At the slightest
instance another Kargil can be enacted in the valley at any time. It is not surprising that the peace
in Kargil is heralded by the worst ever militant attack on

tion in 1966, the Shimla
‘Agreement in 1972 and the La-
hore Declaration of 1999 could
suppress the passions and prej-
udices connected with the issue
or put a lid over the cauldron
called Kashmir. It has once
again exploded the myth that
Kashmir is a settled issue and
an integral part of Indian terri-
tory. The way the big nations,
the G-8. the European Union
and other organisations reacted

- to the confilict only reflected on -

the disputed nature of the state.
Even the US President's interest
and interference in the conflict
contributed, to an extent, to-
wards internationalising the
issue, Being a nuclear flash
point it could no more be ig-
nored as before.

It is, nevertheless, a differ:
ent matter asto how those reac-
tions affected either of the two
contenders for Kashmir. Pak-
istan could have bungled on
diplomatic front and failed to
‘evoke enough sympathy for her
standpoint but much of her suc-
nds on her
Een:e tion of it, She claims to
ave been able to internation-
alise the issue and involve the

wer like the United States in

aving the latter's moral pres-
sure exerted on India. On the
other hand India might have
secured the big powers' en-
dorsement for her line of action
in Kashmir during the conflict

but her autonomy of action is -

dented with President Clinton's
subtle mediation, notwith-
standing India's own interpre-
tation of it.

Purely from military point

of view Pakistan-backed mili-

a paramilitary camp near Srinagar.

tants did extremely well in
Kargil. S from the occu-

pation of the strategic h:ights '

in no-man's land to holding

' them against the waves of at-

tacks from Indian troops they
gave good account of them-
selves. An Inglan Arm l:jm-
sion supporte et ters
“and helicopter gubgsllru s fought
odd 'few hundred of Intruders’
who played havoc with Indian
troops causing high casualty in
men and materials. George
‘Farnandes, India's mercurial
defence minister wanted to
throw them back within forty-

and diplomatically sustain it
till the war's objectives were
achieved. S her Kashmir
- Wars Impu]sivel‘.[y Pakistan al-
ways gambled for any positive
results and could seldom c
them to the point of fruition.
Nothing illustrates the point
more starkly than Kargil. Mili-
tarily Pakistan's Kargil opera-
tion was spectacular and a
breakthrough of sorts. But its
timing — soon after Lahore Dec-
laration __ could not have been
worse and its international
repercussion more disastrous.
‘She could hardly hide her in-

by Brig (Rtd) M Abdul Hafiz

eight hours. An embarrassed
Army made it 'a week' then 'a
month' and later stopped giving
any time-frame. Even after
moving in additional 25,000
troops India failed to make
much headway in Kargil. The
effect of air action remained
limited at the best. So the end of
the war was an overwhelming
imperative for India.

As usual Pakistan could not
garner much benefit from her
military advantages. -With her
chronic lack of an overall
strategy she did not know what
to do with her military gains at
a point of time. Everytime she
started her war over Kashmir
without ascertaining the coun-

try's ability to economically -

volvement in the war and then
defend her role. Internationally
condemned Pakistan could not
pessibly withstand external
pressure to withdraw. It's belea-
guered Prime Minister awaiting
an IMF bailout for his near
bankrupt country had hardly
any cholce other than accepting
what was dictated by the presi-
dent of the world's sole super-
power. His crestfallen nation
could not be convinced of his
voltoface when the bewildered
Prime Minister appeared on
television screen to give his
own explanation for with-
drawal from Kargil. Although
his damage control measures
seem to have shown some re-
sults for the time being the mil-

Indian Elections

itant groups headquartered in
Pakistan may soon spin out of
his control.

For Pakistan worse still is
Kashmir's impacts on domestic
Pulitics. Pakistani politicians
eel that they can win over the
common citizens by appearing
to champion the Kashmir
cause. The opposition of the day
which is already in arms
against the establishment
makes full use of it to desta-
bilise or at least embarrass the
incumbent government in Is-
lamabad. And the government,
for its part, has to appear to be
doing something on Kashmir
and uses the official media to
portray its 'achievements' on
the issue. All of which only
serves to play into the hands of
hawkish elements in the estab-
lishment and, in effect makes it
almost impossible to solve the
Kashmir issue thro dialogue
as Is envisaged by Mr Nawaz
Sharif after his Washington
deal, Who knows that in such
circumstances the repetation of

- Kargil venture may be his only

guarantee for survival.
Obviously, the Kargil war
has shaken the confidence of
India. Her recurrent theme of
Shimla eement, obstinate
claim of Kashmir as a settled
issue and myriad arguments
woven round Kashmir as an in-
tegral part of the country could
not save India from its recent
disaster in Kargil. There is no
place for complacency even if
the war in Kargil is going to be
over. At the slightest instance
another Kargil can be enacted
in the valley at any time. It is

- not surprising that the peace in

Process _of P_plari_sati?_n in_Po]itics Resumes

T:he Indian political scene before the coming polls is still unclear as last-minute changes and
adjustments are being made before filing the nomination papers. In a couniry where no political
party or alliance in the recent past had succeeded in securing absolute majority, most political
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since lhe embroglio centering
the occupation of several peaks
in the Kargil region is now over
following the otfensives by the
Indian armed forces and Pak-
istan agreeing international
pressures to take "concrete
steps” for maintaining sanctity
of the LOC. Pakistan army chief
General Pervez Musharraf had
said that he expected the
"Kashmiri freedom fighters" to
complete the pullout from all
the occupied areas b?r July 18 or
19, India says the.'i
were largely the regular soldiers
of Pakistan army: Anyway: cur-
tain has. at least for the time
being, rung down in the "Kargil"
scene with the guns falling

silent after more ihan two
months of intense firing. And
evidently, the election issue is
now coming to the forefront.

Under the Indian constitu-
tion. a new Loksabha, which is
directly elected by the people,
has to come into existence
within six months of the disso-
lution of the last house. The up-
per house of the parliament
[Rajya Sabha) is not directly
chosen by the people: only the
parliamentarians and the legis-
ators of the state assemblies
vote to elect the members of the
upper house. This time, in In-
dia, the gap between the dissolu-
tion of the lower house and the
holding of the elections has
been somewhat long since a new

nfitrators™:. ..

forces are evolving 'effective’ strategies.

-

house will come up in October —
taking almost the maximum
six months time granted by the
constitution.

' The électioneering is pick-

s 1ing up bBut more important is

the alignment and Tre-align:
ment of the political forces in
the largest democracy in the
context of the coming polls,
Broadly, there are three politi-
cal forces currently in India —
the BJP-led national demo-
cratic alliance(NDA) the main
ﬂlgpnsitiun party Congress and
the centre-left parties, The rul-
ing NDA has not shown much
cracks after it was formed be-
fore the last national elections
in March, 1998, Several parties
joined it in the post-election
scenario and the NDA is going
to the electorate with almost
the same constituents barring
one major partner — AIADMK —
which has allied with the
Congress this time. And it is
AIADMK of Tamil Nadu and its
leader Ms. Jayaram Jay-
alalitha, whose withdrawal of
support to the BJP-led coalition

An Ombudsman
for Bangladesh

Sir, I have seen lots of specu-
lations about the appointment
of an Ombudsman in our coun-
try. The present government
has done many good things for

the improvement of the people
and for strengthening the roots
of democracy. Appointment of
an Ombudsman would certainly
add to the effort and go a long
way in institutionalising
democracy in Bangladesh.

However, there is a miscon-
ception about the post of Om-
budsman. Some
that the incumbent of the post
of Ombudsman must have legal
backgrounds. This is not cor-
rect. In fact, the idea of Om-
budsman originated " in the
Scandinavian countries in or-
«er to safeguard peaple from
administrative irregularities
and bureaucratic highhanded-
ness though people in those
countries had no problem in go-
ing to the court.

The Encyclopedia Britan-
nica states, "as a result of the
modern proliferation of bu-
reaucracy, the Scandinavian
countries established the office
of Ombudsman. The Ombuds-
man can protect the constitu-
tional rights of citizens against
bureaucratic violations by forc-
ing administrative offices to
open to him — and through him
to the public — the records of
otherwise secret bureaucratic
files and proceedings. The office
of Ombudsman has recently
been copied by many other
democratic overnments”,
(Encyclopaedia Britannica, Fif-
teenth edition, Vol. 16). =« °

The Ombudsman was thus,
appointed not to complement
the courts of law in those coun-
tries but to serve somewhat a
different purpose. He is required
to be thoroughly knowledgeable
about pgovernment rules,
regulations and administrative
procedures and at the same time
must be conversant with the
constitutional and
parliamentary procedures be-
cause it is to the parliament
that he submits his reports and
through it seeks to redress
ﬁcvanc:a of affected public.
‘The Ombudsman is given
enough freedom by the parlia-

people think °

ment and is answerable only to
the parliament so that he faces
no hindrance from any quarter
(neither the Executive nor the
Judiciary} in attending to public
complaints. There are more
than one Ombudsman in many
countries in the world. The
Banking-Ombudsman in UK
deals with complaints regard-
ing banking sector only. Al-
though our constitution men-
tions about "the Ombudsman”,
it will probably cause no harm
even if more than one Om-
budsman are appointed by the
parliament.

While the persons whose
names are being mentioned in
different media are well-re-
spected, we should, perhaps,
think of someone wﬁn coIm-
bines administrative experi-
ence, experience in working in
posts where he had dealt with
corruption, misuse or abuse of
executive and financial author-
ities and also experience of

working with the parliament. A
man not too senior, but senior
enough with enough vigor and
spirit left in him to be able to
nganise a new and challe
oflice and pursue its duties wi
clear idea of what it involves.

AZM Abdul Al

House #9, Road #11

Sector #4, Uttara Model Town
Dhaka-1230

Mind your
remarks!

Sir, During the Budget Ses-
sion, on my way to office and
back, I preferred listening to the
radio for JS proceedings. While
deliberation the MPs got floor
only to debate on national pri-

. orities. But I noticed, as they got
floor they started eulogising or

*. hurling scathing remarks about

national leaders and their rela-
tives. It appeared, as if, those

. Were our priorities to be debated

in the JS. Besides. it was diaag-

' pointing that many bawdy

twaddles were getting into 'par-
! Hamentm;_yn‘c ebate uninter-
cepted by the Speaker, When the
Speaker speaks, the members
are to listen, it is the speaker
who allows anyone to s
under rules of procedure. That
_is the House Decorum. But it

seemed the Speaker had no role
to play on the above demearnour
of a legislator, MPs were target-
ting anyone from top to bottom
to vilify them by referring ob-
scured matter insinuating inde-
cent suggestions.

A R Choudhury
Uttara, Dhaka.

Think before you
criticise

Sir, My attention has been
drawn to the opinion column of
the DS of July 9, 1999 where Dr.
A. H. Jaffor Ullah, from New
Orleans, USA, condemned the
decision of the government re-
ﬁarding. now most popular

rawing room gossip, purchase
of MIG-29s from Russia.

I shall not go into the con-
troversial subject of MIG pur-
chase. | found the article insult-
ing to the armed forces of
Bangladesh. The armed forces
of Bangladesh were the spear-
head of the Liberation War and
that is a historical fact,
whether any likes it or not.

Instead of confining his
n%ininn on MIG purchase,
which so painfully damaged his
optimistic mind, the writer
turned his full volume of wrath
u the defense forces, partic-

, ularly on the service personnel

repatriated from Pakistan who
were subsequently absorbed in .
defense forces under Banga-
.bandhu’s order. Perhaps for
this act of Bangabandhu, he
mentioned him by the name
Sheikh Muijib in his article. | do
not know the writer is aware of
the fact or not, but it was no one
less than Bangabandhu him-
self, who realised the impor-
tance of defense forces for a
sovereign and independent
country.

Apart from the task of de-
fending the geographical bor-
der of the country, the defense
forces were always there with
the teeming millions when nat-
ural disaster struck, quietly
building roads, repairing cul-
verts, distributing relief mate-
rials to the affected people,
without bothering about media
publicity.

A Citizen
- Dhaka.

MATTERS
AROUND US

g Zaglul Ahmed Chowdhury
x [T =am

triggered the fall of the Vajpayee
government. Jayalalitha,
whose party won 18 of the total
39 seats in the Tamil Nadu in
the last elections, has enhanced
the prospects of Congress-
AIADMEK alliance in her state
where the 'Congress otherwise
cut a sorry figure last time, As a
logical development to this new
alignment, the DMK of Mr.
Karunanidhi, which had
aligned last time with the
United Front of the centre-left
parties taking an anti-BJP
stance, is now siding with the
BJP.

It is only natural in the
sense that DMK will go to the
opposite camp of its rival
AIADMK, In another southern
state Karnataka. the pelarisa-
tion scenario is full of confu-
sion till date as the state's rul-
ing Janata Dal seems divided
on the issue of attitude to the
BJP. Mr J H Patel, the chief
minister is suddenly showin
willingness for alliance wit
the BJP whom it earlier casti-

gated as a communal force
while former prime minister
and senior most leader the
Janata Dal in the state H D Deve
Gowda is maintaining anti-BJP
stance, This has led to a such
situation that the Janata Dal is
on the verge of a split on the is-
sue although efforts are con-
tinuing to avert a division. In
another southern state Andhra
Pradesh, the ruling Telegu De-
sam of Chandrababu Naidu is
likely to remain within the
BJP-led fold although his party
was once the main segment of
the United Front. Here the BJP
may derive advantage due to ‘al-
liance with the TDP.

In Kerala, no BJP factor ex-
ists as here the rivalry is
mainly between the Congress-
led coalition and the leftist-led
alliance. But it is the Hindi belt
comprising the Uttar Pradesh,
Bihar, Madhya Pradesh,
Haryana, Punjab and Rajsthan
that generally decide the fate as
to who will govern the country
since these states send the ma-
jority of the members to
Loksabha. BJP is a strong force
in the UP f{ollowed by the
Samajwadl Party. In Bihar, the
Jatiya Janata Dal of Laloo
Prasad Yadav is a force to
reckon with but others are also
there including the BJP to make
their presence felt. The polari-
sation scenario in Bihar and

Kargil is heralded by the worst
ever militant attack on a
paramilitary camp near Srina-
gar,

The Kargil war was likened
by Mr Jaswant Singh, India's
External Affairs Minister to a
mere cut in the ﬂnﬁsr for India.
But as the cost of the war kept
soaring, casualties mounted
and the losses sucked in more
troops and ammunitions, Mr
Singh's assessment proved
grossly inaccurate. A barr of
well directed shells from Pak-
istani side destroyed an am-
munition depot with stores
worth over Rs. 100 crore in
Kargil town. With such cost and
losses a tin:t]{:lrmgu‘:lzl war is
something the country could ill
afford.

But how long can India ward
it off by keelp_iéhg the Kashmir -
issue unresolved? If there is no
war along the line of control
how can it be stopped within the
valley? There is a never-ending
war of varying intensity in the
valley where it is fought by
more than half a million In-
dian troops almost perma-
nently stationed in Kashmir. In
the meantime, with the ever in-
creasing cost of occupation
Kashmir is going to be a liabil-
ity for India who must realise
that a patchwork here and there
will never resolve the Kashmir
issue. For a lasting solution of
issue the fundamental ques-
tions involved in the Kashmir
imbroglio — those of the Kash-
miris’ right of self determina-
tion, restoration of their civil
rights, the UN proposed
plebiscite etc — will have to be
addressed. This precise exercise
presulf':poses an Indian recogni-
tion of Kashmir's disputed sta-
tus. Or else she has to perhaps
live with many a similar
trauma like that of Kargil. But
would that really be worth liv-

ing?

other main states are still fluid
because intense efforts are con-
tinuing at the last moment for
winning political friends and
abandoning foes.

Still, attention is focused on
Congress president Sonia
Gandhi's electoral strategies
and her former ally and present
foe Maharastra heavyweight
sSharad Pawar who broke away
accusing her as not suitable to
become prime minister because
of her "foreign origin.” How far
the newly formed National
Congress of Mr Pawar can go is
a matter of interest for many
while a major question will be
with whom the Congress which
wants to return to power is
aligning? Certainly, it will
forge alliance or electoral un-
derstanding with secular forces
but the picture is not clear. The

leftist and centrists — who are
secular and progressive — are
also in the quandary as most
centrists are still undecided

 about choosing their electoral

{friends. However, the leftists
like the CPM and the CPI seem
clear in their decision to fight
the“mnununal forces tooth and-
nail.

The Indian political scene
before the coming polls is still
unclear as last-minute changes

-and adjustments are being

made before filing the nomina-
tion papers. In a country where
no political party or alliance in
the recent past had succeeded in
securing absolute majority,
most political forces are evolv-
ing ‘ellective’ strategies. What-
ever be the final scenario, one
may say that the polls will be
bitterly fought with the NDA
seeking to maintain the hold

while others trying to dislodge
it.

[ have pondered long and
hard over the Mr Abu lmran’s
article "For the Sake of Healthy
Homes” and have carefully
weighed the pros and cons of re-
sponding or ignoring to the is-
sues raised in it. First of all,. 1
applaud Mr Imran for express-
ing ]grave concern about the
need for healthy homes which
will in turn nurture responsible
citizens, yet I am hal%ﬁd by

| some of his views. If they are

truly symptomatic of the values
that the average Bangladeshi
male holds, then [ truly ques-
tion any progress that has been
made in our country in accept-
ing the woman as a rational.
thinking individual capable of
decision-making,

This write-up is not a forum
for opening a discussion on
what women are capable of
achieving. [ believe Mr Imran
acknowledges the fact that they
are decidedly no inferior to
itheir counterparts in the pro-
fessional world. However, he
seems to be imprisoned in a
world which has systematically

ractised glorification of the
emale sex. Although the vision
of a ‘caring, doting, Bengali
woman' is a romantic fixture in
our culture, 1 personally feel
that is sadly one more method
of reinforcing cultural and so-
cial beliefs that women by na-
ture are more meek, submissive
and self-sacrificing. Although 1
do not deny that women in gen-
eral have the capacity of being
more sensitive to issues that
men perhags might not be
equally gifted in (not to say that
men are deprived of some par-
ticular characteristics of their
owrl). to speak on behalf of ev-
ery woman and defining for
them what their roles should
and should not be is represen-
tative of the ingrained biases
that we still hold in order to de-
fine for ourselves what a
woman is.

The social system seems to
be entrapped by the systematic
degradation of the woman on
one hand, and the glorification
of the woman on the other,
which actually means impris-
unilég her within certain de-
flined boundaries beyond which
she cannot function. Both, are
equally dangerous, since both
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are aclually products ol our be-
liefs and that of poetic imagina-
tion.

_Mr Imran points out,that the
best place for a wornan is still at
home and reels ol an impres-
sive number of statistics to
prove that there is a direct cor-
relation between the working
woman and the rise in crime
levels in the west. Although I
agree with the fact that neglect-
ing children lor Inn% periods
leads to such inevitable conse-
quences, | believe I am not
alone in thinking that men and
wotnienn have an equal degree of
responsibility towards the
household.

From his write-up, 1 could
not glean if Mr Imran wished to
ﬁﬂrt_ra_',r the man as a hapless,

elpless figure deserving our
sympathy when alone with his

children, leading to the obvious .

conclusion that wives have to-
tal contrel if they remain
within the confines of the
homes, [ believe that the prob-
lems faced by the society at
large does not come solely irom
the absence of a working
mother, but the failure of par-
ents, both of them, to teach
their children inherent values
of respect and honesty, A hus-
band who shows inconsidera-
tion towards his working wife
would only result in the chil-
dren learning that a woman's
place is the home. Hence, what
we would see is a continuation
of the process of exemption of
the father from blame and re-
sponsibility in bringing up re-
sponsible citizens. I do not ad-
vocate either parents being
away from their children for
long. However, keeping the
wommnar in the house is not a so-
lution to the problem, rather a
desperate efiort to shy away
from the existing reality.

I would like to point out an-
other issue that Mr Imran
brought out in his piece, that of
the mother 'braving the wind,
the sun and the rain’ outside
their children’s schools. Al-
though such an effort deserves
recognition, I believe it is a very
uncomfortable task which the
fathers too have an obligation
to perform. There is no g]%ry in

such a task, and the mother can
have a carecer as well as be an
individual while braving ele-
ments of nature for which too
she deserves a degree of respect
her husband and the society as
a whole fail to give her, except
in the odd poem or essay that is
written. To say that ‘'she should
be given a job’ is I believe highly
insulting to her personal intel-
ligence and capability and so is
saying that she is best suited
for nursing and teaching. I
think it is high time we give
women the right to choose their
careers whether that involves
being a doctor or a lawyer or an
engineer, and hope that she and
her partner do the best thing for
themselves and for their chil-
dremn,

In a country which is grap-
pling to deal with a plethora of
social and economic problems
not to mention the world of

lobalisation and its many
acets, many of us might feel the
urge to be swept off our feet by a
wave of nostalgia and reflect
dreamily on the times of Abe
Lincoln. Harsh as it might
sound, his wife's decision to be
a housewife is not a practical
image on which the women of
Bangladesh can base their lives
on. Some women might decide
that they want to be recognised
as solely mothers and wives,
others might wish to lore a
different world that give them a
recognition which their own
homes fail to provide.

The issue is not about them
being in the job market, the is-
sue is whether the social sys-
tem, starting from the husband
and the educational institution
giving her the support she needs
to be a mother, a wife, a woman
and an individual. The avail-
ability of the mother aged 24 to
27 does not ensure an aware
mother able to deal with grow-
h(llg children and their problems
eftectively. As long as we con-
tinue to believe that a doting
mother confined within her
home is the solution to today's
problems. we will continue to
see articles like these as prod-
ucts of westernised progressive
minds, instead of seein
whether a grain of truth does lie
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in these words. _l




