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14-year-old
Croat joins
Bordeaux

BORDEAUX, France, July

Bordeaux have signed 14-year-
old Croatian Filip Marcic from

Hajduk Split, the club said on

Friday, reports Reuters.

Bordeaux beat Italy's Juven-
tus in the race for the talented
young striker, who was alread
a member of Hajduk's under-1
side.

Their youth scheme, run by
former French World Cup de-
fender Patrick Battiston, bore
excellent results last season
with victory in both the French
under-15 and under-17 cham-
pionships.

"The titles are not an end.

The goal is to produce competi-

tive teams in which players can

progress to play one day play

with the prolessionals at the
Stade Lescure," Battiston said.

"At the same time we do
scouting and recruiting which
now goes beyond (French) bor-
ders. But 90 per
ers in the under-17 champi-
onship side are from the
(Bordeaux) region.”

Guinean striker Pascal
Feindouno, a product of the
outh scheme, has signed his

rst professional contract with

the club. Feindouno scored the
winner in Bordeaux's 3-2 vic-
tory at Paris St Germain which
secured the first division title
in May.

Spanish clubs
cleared to
float

MADRID, July 17: Spanish
football clubs will have the
chance to follow the lead of
some of Europe's other major
teams from 2002 when they will
be allowed to float on the stock
market, the government said on
Friday, reports Reuters.

Under new rules for limited
sporting companies, the gov-
ernment has also opened the
way for foreigners to invest in
Spanish clubs.

But no individual will be
able to own more than five per
cent of more than one club and
the acquisition of 25 per cent of
a team by any one person will
need sports council approval.

The changes to ownership
rules will come into force soon
but stock market floatations
Enﬂaﬂ}é only begin from January 1,

The government said clubs
needed a transition period to
demc;nsétlriiattt I;hSI nece ac-
counta ¥ and transparen
in their financial dealings. =

Several Spanish clubs have
been lobbying hard for changes
to the law to follow the likes of
Manchester United by going
public to raise cash.

The changes will not affect
Spain's two largest clubs, how-
ever, Real Madrid and Barce-
lona are both owned by their
members and have promised to
resist the move to become
limited companies.

Boskov new
- Yugoslav

coach

BELGRADE, July 17: Vujadin
-Boskov wil] replace Milan Zi-
vadinovic as the coach of the
Yugoslav national team, Yu-

oslav Football Association
FSJ) general secretary Branko
Bulatovic said on Friday, re-
ports Reuters.

"There is absolute consensus
in the association that Boskov
is the right man for the job,"
said Bulatovic, adding that the
chniilce: was c:drtajn to be fur~f
mally approved at a meeting o
tzhe PZSJ executive board on July
4,

He said the entire FSJ man-
agement as well as team stars
were in favour of Boskov.

Bulatovic said Boskov had,
as a member of the FSJ's execu-
tive board in charge of the na-
tional team, been present at all
matches and training sessions
for the past two years.

"He is already intimately
tied to the team, and will sim-
ply make a atﬁp u? to become
the coach," said Bulatovic.

"Boskov accepted the offer
without thinking — our conver-
sation lasted five minutes,” he
said, adding that Boskov would
lead the team in the Euro 2000

ualifying stage and the finals,
if Yugoslavia goes through.

"Boskov is one of the biggest
names in the history of Yu-
goslav soccer. He has 58 caps
and won numerous national
and European honours as a
coach with clubs in Yugoslavia,
the Netherlands, Spain and
[taly, including the Cup Win-

ners Cup with Sampdoria,” said
Bulatovic. =~

Zivadinovic, who replaced
Slobodan Santrac and spent
less than a year as national
coach, was sacked on Tuesday
after he went on a controversial
vacation and signed a lucrative
deal with Saudi Arabian first
division club Al Nasr of Riyadh.

Zivadinovic's surprise move
left the Yugoslav team in a
lurch after the postponement of
four Euro 2000 matches due to
NATO's 78-day bombing cam-
paign of the country.

espite the political up-
heaval in Yugoslavia over re-
cent months, the team is well
placed to qualify for the Euro-
pean finals in Belgium and the
Netherlands next year.

They top group eight having
won all three matches played so
far, and face four crucial quali-
fiers packed into just three
weeks in August and September.

They host bitter rivals Croa-
tia on August 18 and then face
the Republic of Ireland in
Dublin on September 1.

The match was originally
due to be played on June 5, but
UEFA postponed it after the
Irish authorities refused to is-
sue visas to the Yugoslavs dur-
ing the NATO camp

Yugoslavia also p
bours Macedonia on September
4 and 8.
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Lleyto

n Hewitt of Australia executing a forehand against Todd Martin of the USA during

their Davis Cup fixture at Brookline on July 16.

BROOKLINE, Ma-
ssachusetts, July
17: Teenaged Lley-
ton Hewitt made a
smashing Davis
Cup debut and US
open champion Patrick Rafter
completed the singles sweep
Friday as Australia took a
commanding 2-0 lead over the
United States in their Davis

Cup quarterfinals, reports
Reuters.
The 18-year-old Hewitt,

ranked 32, cut world number
eight Todd Martin down to size
with surprising ease in a 6-4, 6-
7. 6-3, 6-0 upset victory in swel-
tering heat on the showcase
harf]icuurt at Longwood Cricket
Club.

Rafter followed Hewitt's
heroics with an efficient 7-6, 6-
4, 6-4 dismissal of the US
team's inspirational leader,
Jim Courier.

The pair of victories put the
US team on the brink of elimi-
nation.

Wimbledon champion Pete
Sampras — the world's top-
ranked player the last six years
whose absence from the singles
lineup is sure to stir debate —

Australia go 2-0 up

will partner Alex O'Brien in to-
day's doubles against Sandon

Stolle and Mark Woodforde

needing a win to keep the hosts
in the runnin%.

Hewitt, a late replacement
for injured Mark Philippoussis,
outplayed the erratic Martin,
who sprayed 79 unforced errors
against the short. nimble-
footed Australian, whose ag-
gressive baseline game encour-
ages comparison to Andre

Agassi.

World number two Rafter
belted 13 aces and 53 winners in
defeating the 4l1st-ranked
Courier, who won a pair of five-
setters. including the fifth-
match clincher, to lift the
Americans over Britain in the
first round at Birmingham.

That inspirational triumph
is what motivated Sampras to
return to Davis Cup play — and
also to insist he play only dou-
bles so as not to take a singles
place so well-earned by Courier
and Martin.

The Australian sweep put a
damper on home crowd cheer-

ing at this Centennial Celebra-
tion tie.

— AFP photo

The celebration, marking
the anniversary of the [irst
Davis Cup competition betwesn
teams from the United States
and Britain at Longwood in
1800, was launched with fire-
works after a flag-carrying cer-
emony on Centre Court in the
cosy, 5,342-seat stadium.

But Hewitt provided the rest
of the fireworks during the
early afternoon hours on a
steamy day in which the on-
court temperature was mea-
sured at 111 degrees F (44 C).
With his short, thick blond
pony tail ﬂaf)ping behind him,
Hewitt used his flair and fitness
lo exploit his plodding oppo-
nent,

"I thought Todd was
little tired," the 5-10 [1.78m)
Hewitt said about the latter
stages of his match. "I told my-
self, no matter how I'm feeling
he's feeling worse,™

The 6-6 (1.99m) Martin, 29,
showed only glimpses of his
best form, sending balls long,
short, high and wide off bot
flanks — to the glee of a small,
but boisterous band of 20 Aus-
tralian fans. their faces painted
in Brilliant yellow and green,

10C okays most of proposal

LONDON, July 17;
International
Olympic leaders
say they have em-
braced most of the
recommenda
tions of a special American
panel that blamed them for the
if}l}lt Lake City scandal, reports

The International Olympic
Committee said it has a‘{read
accepted or is currently consid-
ering virtually all the sugges-
tions made in March by the US
Olympic Committee bid over-
sight panel.

The panel, chaired by former
Senate Ma{]nn‘t}r Leader George
Mitchell, blasted the IOC for its
role in the vote-buying affair
stemming from . Salt Lake's
winning bid for the 2002 Winter
Games.

Mitchell's report accused the
10C of fostering a "culture of
improper gift giving" and made
a series of recommendations to
reform the organisation.

I0C president Juan Antonio
Samaranch met with Mitchell
in London earlier this month to
discuss the reform process. Also

resent was Ken Duberstein, a
ormer White House chief of
staff and vice-chairman of an
ethics inquiry that criticised
the 10C.

In a 15-page policy state-
ment issue ursday night,
the 10C thanked Mitchell for
his "very useful recommenda-

Faled

“tions."

"All of them are being or will
be considered very carefully,”
the 10C said. "Nearly all of them
have already been integrated
into the reform process cur-
rently underway." |

I0C 2000, an 80-member
task force set up in the wake of
the scandal, is studying ways of
reforming the organisation's
structure, rules and procedures.

Three working groups are
meeting throughout the sum-
mer to draft proposals, which
will be finalised in October and
submitted for approval at a spe-
cial IOC session tentatively
scheduled for December.

"Few international organi-
sations, if any ever at all, have
ever set such goals within such
short time limit," the statement
said.

On specific points:

* The 10C said it agreed with
the Mitchell commission's rec-
ommendation for term limits
and periodic re-election of 10C
members. Under the current
system, members are appointed
to virtual life terms.

* The 10C said it had already
met the recommendations for
public financial statements and
open meetings., Last month's
10C session in Seoul, South Ko-

rea, was beamed lived to re-
porters for the first time.

* The new ¥OC ethics com-
mission will act on Mitchell's
call for disclosure of gifts of-
fered to members and enforce-
ment of rules governing
Eé}rmpic bid cities and mem-

rs

* While Mitchell proposed a
series of tighter rules for the
host city bidding process, the
document said the I0OC had
adopted "even more drastic
changes,” including a ban on
member visits during the cam-
paign for the 2006 Winter
Games.

__The 10C said it was still con-
sidering the qucstion of site vis-

its for the future, as well as'a |

'pre-selection” of finalist cities
and a possible open vote instead
of secret ballot in choosing the
host.

* The IOC took exception to
Mitchell's recommendation for
the organisation to strengthen
language in its bid manual fo
ensure that rules are binding
and enforceable,

"It was always made clear to
the candidate cities that the 10C
rules contained its manual were
binding." the 10C said. "The fact
is that the Salt Lake City Bid
Committee chose to ignore
them, so did some I0C mem-
bers. We all know by now that
in these instances the system in
place did not work. It is a mat-
ter of compliance and enforce-
ment."

* Referring to the recom-
mendation for a ban on gifts
other than those of minimal
value, the IOC said its rule lim-
iting gifts Lo a value of 200 dol-
lars, had existed for years, and
that the ethics panel would
work to ensure compliance, .

% The I10C questioned
Mitchell's call for the commit-
tee to be designated as a "public
international organisation”

 Practices Act,

subject to the Foreign Corrupt

which covers
bribery of international offi-
cials.

The document said the law
may not apply because the 10C
is a non-government institu-
tion covering 200 countries.

* The 10C also guestioned
Mitchell's recommendation
that "a substantial majority” of
1I0C members be ”electedl"” by -
their national Olympic com-
mittees, international federa-
tions and other organisations.

The 10C expressed concern
that this would introduce the
concept of '"representative
members,” challenging the
long-standing rule that mem-
bers represent the IOC in their
countries and not the other way
around,

 The document said the 10C's
future membership should in-

clude an unspecified number of
national Olympic committee
chiefs, the presidents of all
major sports federations, active
athletes chosen by their peers
and "a number of senior per-
sonalities."

The 10C said its long-term
objective is to have a maximum
total of -110-120 members.
E?ere are currently 104 mem-

rs.

Jim Cuufier of the+ USA makes a backhand return during
his Davis Cup tie against Australian Pat Rafter at

Brookline on July 186.

— AFP photo
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Heatwavefuts |

&
Brookline

BROOKLINE, July 17 [(AP):
Marjorie Marshall came all the
way from England for the Davis
Cup but spent most of a steamy
Friday unable to see the
matches from the shady spot
she'd chosen under the stands.

"l was in my seat but not for
long." the 67-year-old tennis
fan said as the crowd cheered a
point. "I'd rather hear what's go-
ing on than risk getting ill."

Jeanna Emert, a trumpet
player from Nashville, Ten-

nesee, delivered bottles of water

to other members of the Har-
vard University band that
played occasionally while
spending the day In the stands
with the sun bearing down on
them. It could have been worse.

"Our usual uniform is black
pants, black shoes, white shirt,

black tie and a wool jacket.” she

f;:.i[} "S0 this is a little bit bet-

At one point, the tempera-
ture on the Longwood Cricket
Club court was reported at 126
degrees (52 Celsius), That took a
toll on the players.

Lleyton Hewitt of Australia,
just 18 years old. handled it bet-
ter than 29-year-old Todd Mar-
tin of the United States and won
the first match of the best-of-
gvg quarterfinals 6-4, 6-7, 6-3,

"I thought Todd was starting
to get a little bit tired” in the
third set, Hewitt said. "That was
the most positive thing | could
take out of it; that whatever I
am feeling, I am sure he is feel-
ing a lot worse than [ am."

Martin said he had also suf-
fered from the heat. "The first
set 1 felt lousy. I was definitely a
little :‘s.hn:1|f:.l=n=,|:i[v y the weather."

The temperature cooled a bit
for the second match. The result
though, was similar as Aus-
tralia won again with Patrick
Rafter beating Jim Courier 7-6,
6-4, 6-4. A win in Saturday's
doubles match would clinch a
semifinal spot for Australia
even before Sunday's two sin-
gles matches.

While Sampras watched part
of the first match from court-
side with a wet towel over his

head, Ralter chose to watch
from the locker room.
"I didn't want to come out

and watch," Rafter said. "It was

too damn hot out there."

Some spectators waved
small yellow fans to stir up a
breeze, But at least 20 ple
were lreated by medical per-
sonnel, mostly for heat-related
problems.

Firefighter Joe Hingston of
the Brookline Fire Department,
working in a medical tent, put a
positive spin on it.

‘We're actually thankful we
haven't had any heart attacks
or strokes because there are a
lot of older people here."
Hingston said.

Marshall, the fan from Lan-
bourn, England, enjoyed the

atmosphere of the event but was

looking forward to returning to
the Rhode Island home where
she was staying with family
members,

'l can’t wait to get back and
swim in the pool,” she said.

Poland go
for lucky
stadium

WARSAW, July 17: The Pol-
ish soccer federation has moved
its crunch Euro 2000 qualifying
game against England to a
small Warsaw stadium from a
Iar%:ar ground in the south-west
of the country, reports Reuters.

The switch has been made
despite the ground holding onl
12.000. The government has n[¥
fered to pay a third of the cost of
adding another 5-7,000 tempo-
rary seats, with English fans
due to get 10 per cent of all tick-
els.

The original venue in Chor-
zow, Silesia, would have held
32.000. :

"Our players feel more com-
lortable in Warsaw and are
more used to playing on the
Legia ground, it's our lucky sta-
dium,” said Jaroslaw Ko-
lakowski, spokesman for the
soccer federation. .

Both sides need to win the
September 8 match. Poland
have 12 points from six games,
three more than England, who
beat them 3-1 at Wembley in
March.

But England'’s other match is
home to Luxembourg, while the
Poles have to play unbeaten
group leaders Sweden away.

"What spoke for the Legia
stadium was the atmosphere
and playing there is what the
manager and the team want."
federation head Michal
Listkiewicz told Polish televi-
siorn,

Poland have won. all six

games they have played in War- -

saw in the last two years, in-
cluding two Euro championship
qualifiers.

Hrbaty's brother

attacked in
Moscow

MOSCOW, July 17: A Russian
fan attacked the brother of Slo-
vak player Dominik Hrbaty on
Friday on the first day of a
Davis Cup World Group quarter-
final, reports Reuters.

Hrbaty's 19-year-old
ﬁuunger brother George, who

ad been beating drums to en-
courage Dominik during his
match against Yevgeny Kafel-
nikov, was attacked by a fellow
spectator in the stands,

Former world number one,
Kafelnikov went on to beatl
Hrbaty 2-6, 6-2, 6-7, 6-1, 7-5 in
an emotional match which
lasted nearly three hours to put
Russia 2-0 in front after Marat
Safin had defeated Karol Kucera
2-6, 6-4. 6-2. 6-4.

The second match was inter-
rupted for several minutes in
the third set after the attack on
Hrbaty's brother. The Slovak
player said the incident had not
affected his ormarice,

"Actually it made me play
better,” Hrbaty said. "I wanted
to show the Russians that
matches are won on the court
rather than in the stands."

PAU, France, July
|7 (Reuters/AP):
Cedric Pioline
crushed Fernando
Meligeni 6-3, 6-3,
6-3 to put France
level 1-1 with Brazil after the
opening singles of their Davis
Cup World Group quarterfinal
on Friday.

Gustave Kuerten had given
Brazil the lead when he over-
came cramps to beat Davis Cup
debutant Sebastien Grosjean 6-
2.6-7, 7-6, 6-7, 9-7.

The Brazilians will decide at
the last minute today whether
to play Kuerten alongside Jaime
Oncins in the doubles against
Fabrice Santoro and Olivier De-
laitre as planned or rest him for
Sunday’s reverse singles.

Pioline, who helped France
win the trophy in 1996, took
less than two hours to beat
French Open semifinalist Meli-
geni, a clay-court specialist.

On the fast synthetic surface
of the Pau sports hall, Pioline —
ranked five places above Meli-
geni al number 25 — exacted re-
venge for two defeats to the
Brazilian on clay earlier in the
season.

Such was Pioline's domi-
nance that the Frenchman
never once allowed Meligeni a
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break ball.

The opening singles. in con-
trast. was an epic match lasting
four hours and 42 minutes in
which former French Open
champion Kuerten had to fight
all the way after ‘comfortably
winning the first set.

Kuerten, who showed he
could play on fast surfaces by
reaching the Wimbledon quar-
terfinals two weeks ago, en-
countered strong resistance in
world number 34 Grosjean
through a draining battle in a
highly-charged atmosphere.

Brazilian fans looki for
revenge over the French for
their soccer team's defeat in the
World Cup final a year ago, ral-
lied under a banner that read
‘Brazil 3 France 0', the reverse
of the score in Paris on July 12,

1998.

Having shared tie-break
wins in the next two sets,
Kuerten appeared to struggle to
stay in the match; requiring
stretching exercises at every
change of end as he was trou-
bled by cramp in his legs and
right arm.

But the former French Open

champion pulled out some of

his best shots when he reall
needed them. notably a super
drop at the net when he broke

k

Frem;hjman Cedric Pioline lines up for a forehand against
Brazil's Fernando Meligeni during their Davis Cup

quarter-final at Pau, France on July 16.

— AFP photo .

Pioline restores parity

back in the 14th e of th
ciding set as Gru:%%g]n servede [}'E
the match.

“When I saw him handi-
capped. I maybe relaxed a lit-
tle," Grosjean said.

'l wanted to make him run
rather than continue to play my
owni_game. Unconsciously, in
those cases, you modify your
lactics ... And experience cer-
tainly made the difference.”

RUSSIA IN CONTROL

In Moscow, Yevgeny Kafel-
nikov overcame a crowd brawl
and a determined Dominik
Hrbaty as Russia took a 2-0 lead
over Slovakia,

Marat Safin gave the Rus-
sians an early edge wit® an up-
set win over Slovakia's Karol
Kucera.

The 19-year-old came back
from a set and break down to
win the second and third sets:
And after trailing 1-4 in the
fourth, he won five successive
gﬂnes to clinch the result 2-6.

1 E'E, 6_4.

Kafelnikov won a marathon
gvg-sel match 2-6, 6-2, 6-7, 6-1.

After splitting the openin
lwo sets, Kafelz%ikﬂv Iugte tl'nég
third in a tiebreak after it was
delayed several minutes when a
f:th broke out between rival
Slovak and Russian fans.

But he took just 23 minutes
to draw level at 2-2 and then
broke the Slovakian at with the
decider tied 5-5 before serving
out for the match.

The Moscow encounter was
destined to be surrounded In
controversy after sand, spe-
cially imported from Sweden to
spread over the clay courts, was
sent back by Russian authori-
ties because it was radioactive.

BELGIUM 2:
SWITZERLAND 0

In Brussels, Belgium's top
player Xavier Malisse beat
Switzerland's Lorenzo Manta 6-
4, 6-0, 7-6 and Christophe Van
Garsee overcame Roger Federer
in five sets as the hosts took a 2-
0 advantage.

Van Garsse beat Federer 7-6,
3-6, 1-6, 7-5, 6-1 in a long duel
on the outdoor clay court uring
a heat and humid afternoon,

Federer suffered leg cramps
several times and had to take
breaks for massage.

In the first match 18-year-
old Malisse, who has climbed
up the world rankings from No
847 to No 111, made half as
many unforced errors as his
more experienced rival to win
in straight sets,

URUGUAY, PERU
LEVEL

In Lima, Uruguay and Perui
were level 1-1 after the opening
day's singles in their Davis Cup
American Zone Group Two
semifinals tie on Friday.
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ASUNCION, July 17(AFP):
Sunday's Copa America Final
between Uruguay and Brazil is
the latest clash in a historic ri-
valry,

While Uruguay wete the most
successful side in world football
in the first half of the 20th cen-
tury, Brazil have undeniably
been the kings of the globe's
most pnﬁular sport in the sec-
ond with their achievements
unmatched. .

Uruguay won two of the first
four World Cups - Vittorio Poz-
zo's Italy took the other two but
with a controversial selection
policy that allowed for the se-
lection of several South Ameri-
can players of Italian origin.

And Uruguay also won the
two Olympic Games - 1924 and
1928 - hﬁ]lz}re the World Cup was
inaugurated.

However, in the later part of
the century Brazil have been in
a league of their own.

Liruguay, meanwhile, have
not even qualified for the last
two World Cups and are ranked
only 74th by FIFA - behind
teams such as Trinidad and To-
bago, Mali, Gabon and Northern
Ireland.

In one respect. however,
Urnguay have the whip hand.
They have 14 Copa America ti-

tles - a joint record held with
Argentina - while Brazil have
only five,

There have been many meet-
ings between the two teams but
two - both in the World Cup - are
outstanding:

1950: This match in Rio de
Janeiro's legendary Maracana
stadium was a World Cup Final
in all but name.

Organisers had opted for a
group format instead of a
knockout phase but final group
leaders Brazil met second-
placed Uruguay in the last fix-
ture knowing their opponents
would have to win to lift the
Jules Rimet Trophy.

A crowd of 199,584 - still a
world record for a stadium-
based sporting event - gave vo-
cal backing to Brazil, who had
won their two other final group
matches 7-1 and 6-1 against
Sweden and S‘j:ain respectively.
Uruguay had drawn with Spain
and edged Sweden 3-2.

The stage seemed set for a
first World Cup triumph for
Brazil.

The hosts laid siege to the
Uruguay goal and eventually
Friaca gave them the lead after
47 minutes, finally settling the
nerves of the crowd.

. But that brought Uruguay out
of their shells and halfway
through the second period Juan
Schiaffino levelled the match
before his teammate Alcide
Ghiggia scored what would
prove to be the winner with 10
minutes remaining.

It was Uruguay's second
World Cup - they won the inau-
gural event on home soil in
1930. Devastated, Brazil had to

wait a further eight years halore
their day would come.

1970: Difficult though it may
be to believe, Brazil approached
this World Cup semi-final with
real trepidation even though
they had won two of the three
Freﬂaus World Cups and had
looked awesome so far in Mex-
ico,

The favourites had dis-
patched Romania, Czechoslo-
vakia and reigning champions
England in their group section

and had wallo Peru 4-2 in
their quarter-final.
But Uruguay were their bogey

team and the nerves were rat-
tled when winger Cubilla gave
his side the lead. beating
Brazil's accident-prone goal-
keeper Felix from a tight angle.

Shortly before the interval
Brazil midfielder Clodoaldo
levelled the match. .

After the interval Brazil
took control with further acals
from Jairzinho and Roberto
Rivelino. |

Perhaps the most memo-
rable moment of the match was
when Pele dummied Uruguay's
goalkeeper Ladislavy
Mazurkiewicz only to miss his
shot with the open goal at his
mercy.

Brazil, who had played bril-
liant football throughout the
tournament, went on to destroy
Italy '4-1 in the final for an un-
precedented third World Cup
victory.

The star-studded team - in-
cluding Jairzinho, Rivelino,
Tostao, Gerson and Pele - is

enerally recognised now as the

est ever in football: the livin
incarnation of what Pele calle
“the beautiful game”.

locating vowels. Solution is by trial and error.
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