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AnAussiestar | Mahmood worried about players

i the making

MELB{]URI;IEA July 17:
Internet report): A grape grow-
E:r‘a son [ru:lglﬂ Western Australia
was given a chance on Tuesday
to become Australia's newest
Test cricketing star.

Prolific runscorer Simon
Katich said he was living his
dream when named in Aus-
tralia's Test squad to tour Sri
Lanka and Zimbabwe starting
next month.

The 23-year-old's selection
was widely tipped after being of-
fered an Australian Cricket
Board contract last week. But
the classy left-handed batsman
was stunned at his rapid eleva-
tion to the national squad after
just 21 first-class matches.

"I'm absolutely ecstatic,"
said Katich. "Last week when 1
found out I had an ACB contract
| was pretty over the moon, but
to find out this (Test squad se-
lection) this morning, it's what
every young cricketer dreams
of.

"I was just concentrating on
having a preseason with West-
ern Australia and having an-
other good [domestic) Shield
season but this is certainly a
great opportunity.”

Katigﬁ‘ls promotion could be
the death knell for the Test ca-
reer of South Australian Darren
Lehmann, who retained his
one-day position but was over-
looked for the Test segment of
the tour to Sri Lanka and Zim-
babwe. .

Katich, a graduate of the
Australian Cricket Academy in
1996, scored all of his five first-
class centuries last season.

Also a handy leftarm wrist
spinner, Katich has scored
1.632 first-class runs at an av-
erage of 52.65 with a highest
scare of 154 not out.

An admirer of the way West
Indian great Viv Richards bat-
ted, Katich said he wanted to be
known as a player who could be
relied on wﬂen the going was
tough, ;

‘Last season | managed to get
to three-figures five times gsu
hopefully that's something I
can continue to do,” he said.

Just .0 ot to perfo
well when it's tight, we had a
few tight situations late in the
season - | certainly enjoy that."

Marquez vows
to stop Vargas

SOUTH LAKE TAHOE,
Nevada, July 17 (AP): Fernando
Vargas has a world title and a
perfect record. Raul Marquez,
who used to hold that IBF junior
middleweight title, says he'll
prove Saturday night that
Vargas is just an overhyped

fighter.
Vargas, at 1996 US
. has won by kndCk-
Il

ympian
: hi?sﬁ d

Ol
g g
pound (69-kilogram) title he

captured last December.

Marquez. a 1992 Olympian
from Texas is 30-1 with 20
knockouts. He held the title for
eight months in 1997.

“I'm eager lo find out what
Fernando is all about. I think
he has talent and h — he has
a little talent and a lot of hype,”
Marquez said. "I think the pres-
sure is on the champ. Fernando
is a big star, I read aﬁ about him
in-the magazines."

Marquez, 27, lost the title
when he was stopped on cuts by
Yory Boy Campas in the eighth

round in late 1997. It came less
than three months after the
left-handed Marquez needed 70
stitches to close cuts in his eye-
brows in a successful title de-
fence.

That tendency to cut easily is
one reason why Marquez is a
big underdog to defeat Vargas in
the fight at Caesars Tahoe and
regain the crown. Another rea-
son is the talent and superior
speed of Vargas, who has gotteri

all his knockouts by the sev-

enth round.

SEA Games
Myanmar targets
boat races

YANGON, July 17; Myanmar
will be hoping to bag pgold
medals in traditional boat rac-
ing next month in the 20th
Southeast Asia Games in
Jrunei, a top sports official said
Saturday, reports AP.

But other sports that Myan-
mar won gold in at the last SEA
Games — women's wei tlifting,
wu shu, body building and
women's sepak takraw have
been dropped from the current
edition,

Myanmar, also known as
Burma, will send a 245-strong
contingent, including 144 ath-
letes to compete in 12 sports,
said Maung Win, the Sports
Ministry's director of sports
and physical education.

"Myanmar lays high hopes
on the traditional boat racing
events," he said. "Myanmar's
team bagged two golds and sev-
eral silvers in both women's
and men's events in the 19th
SEA Games in Jakarta.

The 97 men and 47 women
will compete in track and field,
billiards and snocker, bowling,
boxing, soccer, golf, karate, tra-
ditional boat races, sepak
takraw, swimming taekwondo
and pencak silat.

Speaking at a meeting with
athletes and their team man-
agers Thursday, Lt Gen Khin

yunt, a top leader in the mili-
tary government and head of
the national Olympic Cominit-
tee, urged the athletes to win.

Khin Nyunt said that even
though some sports Myanmar
excels in have been dropped, the
country's best athletes have

been selected for the Brunei
lineup.

Khin Nyunt said that the.

government and local and for-
eign businesses had contributed

cash and kind to the Myanmar
" team.

KARACHI, July 17

[Reuters/ AFP/

Internet): The

ousted head of the

Pakistan Cricket

| —-—  Board (PCB)ex
pects the country's leading
players to be the next target in a
campaign to find a scapegoat for
the World Cup final thrashing
last month.

Ex-PCB chairman Khalid
Mahmood also said on Satur-
day he was surprised at the sud-
den suspension of the board by
Pakistan's president Rafiq
Tarar on Friday night.

"The feeling in Islamabad is
that the final was a no-game.
Logically, if the top hierarchy
believes that the match was de-
liberately thrown, then the
players should be the next tar-
get,"” Mahmood told the news
agency from Lahore.

"My perception is that the
board has been suspended be-
cause of match-fixing allega-
tions which are not only un-
proven but false and baseless.

"I now think it will be the
main issue in days to come and
some of the frontline players
might be made scapegoats to
ustify the sacklng of the

oard," Mahmood said. :

Tarar's suspension of the
PCB -- he has appointed an ad
hoc committee headed by Mu-
jibur Rehman in its place --
comes a month after Pakistan
lost the World Cup final to Aus-
tralia at Lord's by eight wickets.

Pakistan were skittled for
132 and Australia knocked off
the runs in 20.1 overs in the
most one-sided final in the 24-
year history of the competition.

It led to accusations of
match-fixing by Pakistan fans
and local media. -

Mahmeod said: "The chief of
the Ehtesab Bureau (Accoun-
tability Bureau) has been
levelling accusations against
the players. Now his brother is
the chairman of the ad hoc
committee."

Mujibur Rehman is the
younger brother of Saifur
Rehman, chief of Prime Minis-
ter

Nawaz Sharil's Account-.

ability Bureau which is already
looking into allegations that

Pakistan deliberately lost the

final.

"It should not be difficult to

make two and two (equal) four,”

- paid Mahmood, who hadl7
months left in his term.

.......... =1

Terming the allegations as
"ridiculous”, he added. "The
team has performed very well
except one bad game, You can-

‘not sack the whole board for it.

"] always defended the play-
ers and I am ready to defend
them even now. They are won-
derful players and a very tal-
ented side. None of the matches
in the World Cup was fixed. It is
ridiculous.

"It is nothing but a success of
a lobby that has been maligning
the Pakistan team since the
World Cup final.”

The suspension has thrown
Pakistani cricket, already reel-
ing from the overwhelming
World Cup final defeat and alle-
gations of corruption, into dis-
array.

"My apprehension that cer-
tain elements were deliberately
maligning the team and engi-
neering a campaign against the
board is proven by the suspen-
sion decision,” Mahmood
added.

Former and current Test
players declined to comment,

but one dismissed board mem-
ber told a local newspaper the
suspernsion was 1:»::ulitir:£|.li.:HE

"This is all politics and
nothing else. If they don't want
Pakistan cricket to improve
and prosper, what can we do? It
doesn't matter to us," Nusrat
Azeem, who was also dismissed
as president of the Karachi
Cricket Association, told The
News.

Majid Khan, whose tenure as
chief executive of the board
ended on May 22, said the ap-
pointment of an ad hoc com-
mittee was a very difficult deci-
sion.

"'l don't know what were the
actual reasons, but it must have
been a very difficult one for the
President,” he said from La-
hore.

Pakistan went into the
World Cup with .a previous
match-fixing inquiry into sey-
eral players, including captain
Wasim Akram.

The first suspicions date
back to 1994, when three top
Australian players, includin
Shane Warne, said they were of-
fered money hf Pakistan star
Salim Malik to lose a Test.

Several other allegations,
many of them levelled by Pak-
istan players themselves, were
made over the following sea-
sons following surprise one-day
international results but it was
said there was not enough evi-
dence to prove the claims.

That background has led to
eyebrows being raised every
time Pakistan lose unexpect-
edly, particularly among the
team's own volatile fans,

That occurred during the re-
cent World Cup when Akram's
team lost to lowly Bangladesh
in one of the greatest shocks in
the tournament history. Asper-
sions were also cast when Pak-
istan lost to India after being in
a winning position. ,

Akram's players however
have denied the final was fixed.
But Pakistan's defeat triggered
grutests by their own fans who

urned - effigies of skipper
Akram and accused the team of
being "traitors and gamblers."

Sport

Kiwis in scoring spree

LONDON, July 17
| (Internet report):
' ! The sound of

| leather hittin

\ dlass was one o
— — =— the few moments
of real drama as New Zealand
worked their way to a lead of
222 over Kent, heavily
sustained by centuries from
Matthew Horne and Nathan
Astle.

It was often a slow Canter-
bury tale, with only Astle show-
ing any real flourish, althou
the six which took Horne to 150

e
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' Xamtia. which the
owner #presumably . felt ' was
safely parked close the famous
Lime tree.

Having hurried out Kent for
201 on the first alternoon, New
Zealand left themselves an ex-
{)anse of time to get their top
ratsmen in good shape for next
week's crucial second Test at
Lord's.

When bad light brought play
to a close 3.1 overs early, New
Zealand had moved to 423 for
four - the best by the Kiwis
against Kent - on a dry pitch
which offered the bowlers some
spin no great encouragement.

It was an opportunity not to
be missed and Horne, in partic-
ular, made sure the big chance
did not go to waste. He started
his innings in Thursday and
occupied the crease for 501
minutes of solid diligence.

“bull debutant

Horne's 172 from 358 balls
(two sixes, 19 fours) was the
highest by a New Zealander
against Kent in the nine
matches between the sides,
beating the 165 of captain John
Reid in 1965.

Astle’'s 121 came from 186
balls and contained two sixes
and 20 fours, striking the ball
with power and freedom
through the off side, and so sure
of his power that many times he
did not bother to run.

The only batsman to miss
out was captain Stephen Flem-
i:;% taken behind off-a loose
shet.for 24 to give strongly-

mes Golding
his maiden first class wicket.

Fleming set a target of 500,
atid there is enou playing
time left reach that objective
and bowl Kent out to record
their first victory over the
county.

"Our batting's been too

~ patchy and we were looking for

a score of 500. We've got a lot of
all round quality, which offers
more depth to the side.” said
Fleming.

"We were disappointed with
our last two sessions in the
Edgbaston Test. but our county
form has been good by compari-
son."

Astle was eventually out at-
tempting to sweep off spinner
Darren Scott, the ball flicking

off his forearm before being
taken by Martyn McCague at

slip.
And Horne, 57 overnight, at
last went Ibw to Matthew Flem-

ing. playing a tired shot at a
ball nipped back by the Kent
caplain,

Fleming, though, was un-
lucky when Roger Twose (59 not
out) escaped twice in an over on
52, Fleming first failing to hold
a difficult return catch and
Mark Ealham put down a
chance at slip.

SCOREBOARD

- Scoreboard on the second
day of the four-day match be-
tween Kent and New Zealand onh
Friday:;

KENT: First innings 201 (E
Smith 72; C Cairns 7-46)

NEW ZEALAND: First in-
nings (overnight 103-1)

Horne lbw b Fl 172
Bell ¢ Willis b Ealham . §
Fleming ¢ Willis b Golding 24
Astle ¢ McCague b Scott 121
Twose not out 59
McMillan not out 7
Extras: (b-2, Ib-14, nb-4) 20
Total (for four wickets) 423

Fall of wickets; 1-58: 2-118:
3-309,; 4-408

To bat: C Cairns, A Parore, D
Nash, D Vettori, G Allot.

Bowling O M R W
McCague 245 5 8 0O
Golding 16 4 36 1
Scott > 9 112 1
Ealham 22 3 79 1
Flemin 20 4 51 1
Symonds 18 5 4 0O

ASUNCION. July 17: Heavy-
handed police; last-minute al-
terations to the fixture list.
half-finished stadiums and a
ticket scandal have all caused
hiccups at the Copa America,
which ends on Sunday, reports
Reuters. '

The political crisis which
engulfed Paraguay four months
ago threatened to prevent the
country, one of South America's
poorest, from holding the 12-
team event at all.

Vice-president Luis Argana
was gunned down in an Asun-
cion street in March, leading to
widespread rioting and the res-
ignation of president Raul
Cubas, who fled to Brazil.

Al the same time, Cuba's
close political ally, former
army chief Lino Oviedo, re-
signed as the cup's coordinator
and took asylum in Argentina.

Arguments raged about
safety but so far the only serious
security-related incident
concerned Chile coach Nelson
Acosta, who accused police of
heavy-handedness after he was
sent off in the semifinal defeat
by Uruguay.

Acosta was instantly sur-
rounded by five armed officers
in an incident which brought
back memories of the South
American football's dark days
30 years ago, when police regu-
larly became involved in fights-

on the pitch and all kinds of in-
timidation was used against
away teams.

Such goings-on resulted in
uropean clubs ‘refusing to

travel to the continent for the
annual meeting of the South

~American and European
champions, now played as a
single match in Tokyo.

‘It was abhorrent, humiliat-

lice to take me from the field in
the way they did,” fumed the
normally mild-mannered
Acosta.

Meanwhile the government
was trying to find out how so
many tickets got into the hands
of touts. Reinaldo Dominguez,
head of the National Sports
Council. announced a possible
investigation into the
Paraguayan Football Associa-
tion (APF), to discover what
went wrong.

The APF hit back by saying
that government interference
could result in the country be-
ing suspended by FIFA.

Touts have been happily re-
selling  tickets outside stadi-
ums, under: the noses of police
officers, and in front of the en-
trance to the Banco Continen-
tal, the official sellers, in
Asuncion, where there were
hu%e queues of tpenple wanting
to buy tickets [rom legitimate
sources, '-

Life for would-be spectators,
as well as’the media, has been
made more complicated by the
constant chopping and chang-
ing of the games. The Copa
America fixture list has proved
very useful as a piece of scrap

aper for jotting down notes

ut, as a ﬁuide to who is playin
where and wher, it has been o
limited use.

The Mexico-Peru quarter-fi-
nal was moved from Pedro Juan
Caballero to Asuncion at 48
hours' notice because local or-
ganisers feared cold, wet
il.veather would scare off the pub-

ic.

The third-place match was
switched for the same reason
and then suffered a further al-
teration 24 hours later when it
changed from one Asuncion
stadium to the other.

Chile tried to have their
semifinal with U ay moved
back 24 hours and there were
even rumours that the Brazil-
Uruguay final could be moved to
Ciaudad del Este, which lies on
the border with Brazil.

Had it moved, the February 3

stadium would have gone down

_Ing and disrespectful of the po- as one of the dingiest stadiums

of this size."

ever to hold a major final.

The 28.000-capacity ground,
built almost from scratch, is
barely complete, with brick-
work still showing and a red
dust covering the terraces, giv-
ing it a shabby appearance. The
area around the stadium is not
surfaced and turns into a sea of
mud after rain.

Two other stadiums, in
Lugue and Pedro Juan Ca-
ballero, were also rebuilt, lead-
ing to arguments as to whether
the money was being wisely
spent in a country which has
more pressing priorities.

The expected influx of for-
eign visitors, who may not have
been able to find tickets if they
had come, did not materialise,
taxi drivers unanimously
declaring that their only Copa
America customers have been
journalists, not fans.

The organisers in Pedro
Juan Caballero admitted last
week that they made an 800,000

dollars loss after hosting only
two of their scheduled five
matches = and many

Paraguayans now sympathise
with volatile goalkeeper Jose
Luis Chilavert.

Chilavert, Paraguay's World
Cup captain, refused to play, ar-
guing that it was wrong for his
country to fork out cash on
sta the event.

: h?; (the organisers) said
the stadiums would be there af-
terwards for the benefit of
Paraguayan football but they
will be white elephants," the
outspoken Chilavert told an
Argentine television sports
programime.

“In the football of my coun-
try the odd match between
Cerro Porteno and Olimpia
(Paraguay's two biggest clubs)
brings in some money but the
other matches are played with-
out anybody watching.”

"I've always said that the
C:lpa America should not be
held in Paraguay, because in my
country there are a lot of poor
people who don't have enough to
eat and we can't afford the lux-

ury of organising a tournament

roud of

Mates' movement
for Chavez,
Lara

» ASUNCION, Paraguay, July
17: The Mexican soccer team on
Friday threatened to boycott
the Confederations Cup next
week unless two players accused
of doping are absolved, reports
AP.

- The 22 Mexican players
signed a letter of support for
Raul Rodrigo Lara and Paulo
Cesar Chavez, who were sus-
pended from the Copa America
after traces of anabolic steroids
were found in their urine.

"We are entirely sure there
was an error in the testing,” the
letter said. "All of Mexico
knows the clean and transpar-
ent trajectory, as soccer players
and people, of our companions."

It said the scandal "has
stained the name and reputa-
tion of Mexican soccer players
around the world" and de-
manded a quick solution.

“If the players are not ab-

solved before the Confedera-

tions Cup. the members of this

team will not participate in the
referred-to event as a sign of

protest and show of uncondi-
tional support.” -

The tournament is to start
July 24 in Mexico.

The players' position leaves

the Mexican delegation in a del-

icate spot. On Friday, Mexican
officials said they accepted the
positive result.

Lara and Chavez underwent
routine testing after their first-
round game with Brazil, which
Mexico lost 2-1. Both samples
came back positive.

Lara was tested again after
the next game, a 3-1 win over
Venezuela, and again the result
was positive,

e Mexican federation or-
dered the two to undergo new
tests in California after the
scandal erupted, and the results
were negative. But the South
American Soccer Confedera-
tion, which organised the Copa
America, said the tests were ir-
relevant, ;

If the Mexican federation re-
fuses to recognize the positive
results it could face sanctions
by FIFA, soccer's governing
body, and could no longer be in-
-vited to take part in the Copa
America.

The confederation's execu-
tive committee meets Saturday
to analyze the case. One solu-
tion reportedly under study is to
let CONCACAF, the confedera-
tion Mexico belongs to, decide

on the definitive punishment of

the two players.

Mexico plays Chile on Sat-
urday for third place in the
Copa America. Brazil and
Uruguay decide the title on
Sunday.

Terrific two
under the bar

ASUNCION, July 17: Two
goalkeepers will take centre
stage in the Copa America Final
here Sunda
‘that - regardless of the outcome
- they have considerably en-
hanced their standing during
the tournament, reports AFP.

Uruguay's Fabian Carini is
only 19-years-old but has ar-
guably been the outstanding
performer in his side's run to
the final.

Carini only made his
Uruguayan first division debut
for his wunfashionable side
Danubio in May:.

He is one of the many young-
sters brought through by Victor
Pua, who is coaching the team
in the Copa although Argen-
tinian Daniel Passarella will
take the helm after the final.

Pua is in charge of the "Ce-
leste” (Sky Blue) youth teams.
Carini has impressed
throughout the Copa and it was
his penalty saves from Miguel
Angel Benitez of Paraguay and
Chile's Mauricio Aros in the
quarter-finals and semi-finals
respectively that saw Uruguay
book a place in the final after
only [inishing third in their
group.
*Brazil,

meanwhile, have

-Dida between the posts.

He has proved himself a wor-
thy successor to 1994 World Cup
winner Claudio Taffarel in a
position that has often proved
problematical for Brazil.

Dida also plays for an ob-
scure club in Swiss side Lugano
and was assured the goalkeep-
er's jersey when Carlos Ger-
mano withdrew from the squad

just before the Copa.

Like Carini, Dida has two
crucial spot kicks to his credit
in the Copa although - unlike
the Uruguayan - his were not in
shoot-outs.

First he denied Pedro Gonza-
lez of Chile in a Group B match.
Next he foiled Argentina's
Roberto Ayala in the quarter-
final. In both cases the oppos-
in%—lteam would have equalised
if the kicks had been converted.

Women's Test

Advantage

England

SHENLEY, England, Juiy 17:
Seamer Clare Taylor took three

wickets Friday to reduce India

to 123 for five chasing Eng-
land's first innings total of 329
all out in the one-off Test
match, reports AP. .

England have the upper
hand going into the third day
after Taylor dismissed Anju
Jain and Anjum Chopra in her
third over with India's total at
one run.

She returned just before
stumps to trap Hemlata Kala
leg-before wicket to clinch her
third victim and finished with
3-25 off 13 overs.

England won the toss and
elected to bat Thursday, with
Charlotte Edwards scoring her
maiden Test century as England
reached 230 for four at stumps
on the opening day.

Jana Cassar, not out
overnight, scored 45 as the
middle-order struggled to score
quick runs on the second day.

The Test continues Satur-

, 1 day.

in the knowledge .
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ASUNCION, July 17[Reuters/
Internet): Penpix of players in
the Copa America final being
piayed on Sunday between
Brazil and Uruguay: (shirt
numbers in brackets--name--
position-club--age)

BRAZIL

(1) Dida. Goalkeeper. L :
26. Plaved for Brazil in the At-
lanta Olympics and reserve to
Taffarel in the 1998 World Cup.
Out of action for three months
this year becaused of a legal
dispute with former club
Cruzeiro. Has saved two penal-
ties so far in the tournament.

(2) Cafu. Right back. AS
Roma. 29. Experienced right-
back who played in the final
games of both the 1998 and
1994 World Cups.

(4) Antonio Carlos. Central
defender. AS Roma. 30. Played
sporadically for Brazil until
coach Wanderley Luxemburgo,
who worked with him at
Palmeiras in the mid-1990s,
look over last year and made
himn a regular.

(15) Joao Carlos. Mid-
fielder.Cruzeiro. 26. Promoted
to the first team during the

.‘- T

place at the expense of Odvan,
(6) Roberto Carlos, Left back.
Real Madrid. 26., Player best
known for his. booming, left-
foot shot; though it seems to
have been losing its accuracy of
late. Hugely criticised in Brazil
for his performance in last

year's World Cup.

e
mmmmmm
e

BRAZIL'S STARTING LINEUP: Back row (L-R)
Antonio Carlos. Front row (L-R) Ze Roberto, Ro

Copa America, winning his -

DHAKA SUNDAY

‘

(5) Emerson Ferreira. Mid-

fielder. Bayer Leverkusen. 23.
Midfielder destroyer whose

main role is to stop the opposi-

tion reaching the Brazil area by
fair means or foul, seemingly.
(18} Flavio Conceicao. Mid-
fielder. Deportivo Coruna. 25,
Recalled for the Copa America

after injury cost him a place at
last year's World Cup. Began the

Copa America as reserve and
has replaced the injured Vam-
peta.
{10) Rivaldo. Attacking mid-
fielder /forward. Barcelona. 27,
Hug&lﬁ-giﬂed player for his
club, he is often criticised for
not producing his best at inter-
national level. Much admired
by coach Wanderley Luxem-
burgo, he almost never uses his

right-foot. Despite criticisimn, he

has scored three goals in the
Copa America,

(22} Ze Roberto. Attacking
midfielder. Bayer Leverkusen.
24. Left-sided player and former
full-back who FIEIS been a regu-
lar in the squad but has only
been a regular starter in the
Copa America.

(7) Amoroso. Forward. Udi-
nese. 24, Joint topscorer along-
side Ronaldo with four goals, %e
appears to have the won the bat-
tle to replace Romario as
Ronaldo's striking partner.

(9) Ronaldo. Forward. Inter
Milan. 22. F nrmer]ly the world's
best player until an injury
plagued season this year, he ap-
pears to be back to his best at
the Copa America.

URUGUAY
(1} Fabian Carini. Goal-
keeper. Danubio. 19, Played for
Uruguay.in-this vear's World
“Youth Championship‘and ap-
pears to have the makings -‘JF a

world class goalkeeper,
(17) Martin del Campo. Right
back. Nacional. 24, Has won the
right-back postion from- Leonel

-------

, JULY 18, 1999

Cafu, Dida, Joao, Rifaldu, Flavio, and
berto Carlos, Emerson, Amoroso and

— Internet photo

Brazil-Uruguay:Man to man

Pilipauskas in his first major
international tournament.

(3) Fernando Picun. De-
fender. Sporting. 27. Former
PSV Eindhoven defender filling
in for Paolo Montero, who may
now be worried about regaining
his place.

(14) Alejandro Lembo. De-
fender. BE[]IE[ Vista. 21. One of
the players who helftlzed modest
Bella Vista reach the quarter-
finals of Libertadores Cup."

(22) Federico Bergara. Left--
back. Nacional. 27. Left-back
seen by the Uruguayan media as
one of the successes of the tour-
nament. R

(5) Andres Fleurquin. Mid-
fielder/ Defender.Sporting. 24.
Midfield destroyer who does the
donkey-work.

(7) Walter Coelho. Mid-
iﬁe]der. Nacional. 22. One of the
ew Uruguayans to impress with
indiﬁdugal }f;iinll, g

6} Gianni Guigou. Mid-
fielder. Nacional. 24. Tough
marker who has played as a
substitute in every match so far
and looks set to get his chance
to start thanks to the suspen-
sion of Pablo Garcia.

{10) Federico Magallanes.
Midfielder. Racing Santander.
22. Left-footed attacking mid-
flelder who scored the winning

oal in both Uruguay's quarter-
inal and semifinal penalty
shootout victories.

(9) Marcelo Zalayeta. For-
ward. Empoli. 20, Deceptively
clumsy-looking striker who
made his name at the 1997
World Youth Championship.
Played for Empoli last year on
loan for Juventus, who own

thim.

PETPoCNS A 1'} --E:}abt.'iel Alvez, Forward.

Nacional, 24. Key member of
the Nacional side which won
last year's Uruguayan champi-
onship. breaking the five-year
dominance of Penarol.
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URUGUAY’S STARTING LINEUP: Back row (L-R) Daniel Lembo, Fernando Picu, Andres

Fleurquin, Fabian Carini; Marcelo Zalayeta and Christian Callejas. Front row (L-R) Pablo
Garcia, Walter Coelho, Jorge Alves, Martin Martinez and Gerardo Magallanes.

— Internet photo

ASUNCION, Paraguay. July
17 (AP): Chile and Mexico de-

cide third place in the Copa
America on Saturday in a game
that could be the last for one of
South America's great front
lines.

Ivan "Bam Bam" Zamorano,
half of Chile's "SaZa" attack
with Marcelo Salas, surprised
his teammates by announcing
that he might no longer play for
the national team.

The 32-year-old striker said
he was disappointed with the
team's performance and “tired
of everything connected with"
the squad. |

“I've been on the national
team since 1987, and one must
make room for new genera-
tions," he said.

The announcement height-
ened the drama surrounding a
match that ends a frustrating
tournament for Chile and fur-
ther bolsters the status of Mexi-
can soccer on the continent.

Mexico reached the semifi-

nals for the third time in their
four appearances as a guest in
the South American champi-
onship. In 1993, the Mexicans
went all the way to the finals
before losing to Argentina.

Long considered a poor cou-
sion to South American soccer,
Mexico has nothing left to
prove.

Led by the blond-maned Luis
Hernandez, Mexico turned in

another strong showing, espe- |

cially in the first round, beating
Chile and Vanezuela and bat-
tling Brazil before falling 2-1.
The team also weathered the
suspension of starters Paulo
Cesar Chavez and Rodrigo Lara
for positive doping tests. The
Mexican delegation said the
players were banned unjustly,
and their suspension rocked the

training camp.

The mood at the Chilean
camp is very different — a frus-
tration that the team probably
didn't go as far as it could have.

After a mediocre first round,
when they lost 1-0 to Mexico
and finished third in the group,
Chile came alive in the quar-
terfinals. Trailing twice against
heavily favored Colombia,
Chile rallied to win 3-2 on a
gala showing by Zamorano,
who scored the game-winner,

Chile was picked to beat the
young Uruguayan team in the

Bam Bam' bidding bye?

semifinals, but the team could-
n't find the net despite control-
ling most of the game. Salas
missed a penalty and the deci-
sion went to the tiebreaker,
where Uruguay was one kick
better.

If Zamorano leaves, his loss
will leave an enormous hole.

Widely considered Chile's
best front-line ever, the "SaZa"
duo were a big reason why the
qualified for the 1998 World
Cup in France.

In the Copa .America,
Zamorano has led Chile with
three goals; and in intangible
qualities such as his passion
and energy on the field.

"His stature on the team has
been of enormous value," said
Salas. who injured a leg muscle
in practice Thursday and may
not play against Mexico.

"There has been no man like
him," teammate Raul Palacios
said. "If only God would send us
new Ivan now."

Zamorano didn't go into de-
tails or rule out a possible re-
turn. But his words Thursday
had the ring of a farewell,

"Leaving the national team
will be very painful. I have it
under my skin. It will live for-
ever in every part of me," he
said. "l gave the best of myself
for the team. All my heart... all
my sentiment for my father-
land.”



