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Law and Our Rights

A Nratiohalﬂﬂﬁman Rights

"All citizens are equal before law and are

entitled to equal protection of law'

‘-Article 27 of the Constitution of the People's Republic of Bangladesh
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Commissioﬁf:or Bangladgsh

Longing for a Recommendatory Inst

By A H Monjurul Kabir |

"Bangladesh could do well if it establish its proposed National Human
statutory Act. If the commission has a constitutional mandate,

Rights Commission through a constitutional
: then it becomes more powerful, effe
interference by other institutions or organs of the government."

amendment rather than by a
ctive and would be free from any

HE Cabinet of the Govern-

ment of the People's

Republic of Bangladesh at
last gave the green si .On 12
April '99, it approved the draft
bill for National Human Rights
Commission {NHRC). It also
formed a cabinet subl committee
to review the proposed bill. Till
today. the subcommittee hold
two meetings to examine some
of the provisions of the
proposed
the government is planning to
establish the Commission some
time in next year after the bill
be adopted in to a law in the
House of the Nation by the
Members of Parliament. Still
several months to go!

The idea of a National Hu-
man Rights Commission in
Bangladesh has been around for
several years. In April 1995, the
Government of Bangladesh ap-
proved a project to assess the
need for such a body and make
recommendations on its estab-
lishment. The project entitled
Action Research Study on the
Institutional Development of
Human Rights in Bangladesh
(IDHRB) formulated initially at
the initiative of Mr K M Haque
Kaiser, an attorney at Law, was
to start in July 1995, but it was
reportedly delayed due to pro-
longed political crisis in the
country. It was revived in
March 1996 when an agreement
was signed between the present
government and the United Na-
tions Development Programme
(UNDP). Under the agreement,
the Ministry of Law Justice and
Parliamentary Affairs is to su-
pervise, monitor and evaluate
the IDHRB project which for-
mally began in July 1996. The
project is separated by the
UNDP. The main objective of
the project was to prepare the
grounds for the eventual forma-
tion of a wviable institutional
mechanjsm to promote and
protect human rights as guar-
anteed under the Constitution
of Bangladesh.

The IDHRB Project formu-
lated a draft "bill (The
Bangladesh' National Human
Rights Commission Act 1999).
The draft bill proposes that a
National Human Rights Com-
mission will be set up "for
Bangladesh for the protection,

promotion and creation.of the

conditions for the enjoyment of
human rights and for matters

connected there with or inci-
dental there to."” Referring to the
government's commitment to
protect and promote human
rights the bill states that an ef-
fective mechanism for the pro-
tection, promotion and creation
of the conditions for the
enjoyment of the human rights
should be evolved to implement
the constitutional commit-
ment. The bill specifically men-
tions about fundamental prin-
ciples of state policy as en-
shrined in the second part of
the Constitution of Bangladesh.

From the preamble of the
bill it appears that:

(1) The government is aware
of the increasing global concern
for human rights and the need
for its institutional protection.

(2) It has come forward to
setup such institution as part of
its constitutional commitment.

However the human rights
commission will not be a con-
stitutional mechanism. Like
many other institutions, it will
get a statutory footing.

Salient Features
of the Proposed

NHRC

A brief analysis of the draft
bill reveals the following core
features:

ill. It is learnt that

1. Definition of Human
Rights: "Human Rights" in-
cludes the ri%hts relating to life,
liberty, equality and dignity of
the individual guarant:edy by
the constitution of the People's
Republic of Bangladesh and
such rights embodied in the In-
ternational Human Rights In-
struments adopted by the Gen-
eral Assemblﬁr of the United
Nations which have been ac-
ceded to and ratified by the Peo-
Fle*s Republic of Bangladesh
Sec. 2(cj{d]].

2. Constitution of Mﬂtﬂhe
President in consultation with
Committee consisting of the-

(a) Primme Minister

(b) Speaker of Parliament

(c] Chief Justice

(d) Leader of the O sition
in the Parliament shall consti-
tute the National Human Rights
Commission. The Commission
shall consist of a chairperson
and four members. At least one
members should be a woman.
[Sec 3 (1) (2)]. :

(3) Qualification: The chair-

person and the four members

shall be appointed from amon

persons having knowledge o
practical erience in human
rights [Sec. 3(2) (a)]

4. Term: The term of chair-
person or Members of the said
Commission will be five years
and shall not be eligible for fur-
ther reappointment. (Sec. 5)

5. Remuneration and Condi-
tions of Service: The salaries

- and allowances of the Members

of the Commission shall be de-
termined by the Parliament
‘and shall be charged in the
trustfund. (Sec. 7)

6. Removal: The Chairper-
son or any other Members of
the Commission shall only be
removed from his office by or-
der of the President on the
ground of proved misbehaviour
or incapacity after the Supreme
Judicial Council, consisting of
the Chief Justice of Bangladesh,
and two next senior judges of
the Supreme Court, on reference
being made to it by the Presi-
dent, has on inquiry held in ac-
cordance with the procedure

rescribed in that behalf by the
upreme Judicial Council, re-
ported that the Chairperson or
such other Member, ought any

such ground to be removed [Sec, -

4] . A By

The President may by order
remove from office the Chair-
person or any other Member in
charge of insolvency, involve-
ment with gainful employment,
infirmity of mind or body un-
soundness or conviction in-
E.rzuﬁving moral turpitude [Sec, 4

7. Functions: The Commis-
sion shall perform all or any of
the following  functions.
namely: .

(a) inquire, suo motu or on a
petition presented to it by a vic-
tim or any person on his behalf,
into complaint of-

(i) violation of human rights
or abatement thereof or

(ii) negligence in the preven-
tion of such violation, by a pub-
lic servant:

(b) intervence in any pro-
ceeding involving an allega-
tion of violation nry human
rights pending before a court
with the approval of such court:

(c) visit any jail or any other
institution under the control of
the Gbvernment, where persons
are detained or lodged for pur-
poses of treatment, reforma-
tion, protection or welfare to

study the living conditions of
the inmates and make recom-
mendations thereon: -

(d) review the safeguards
provided by or under the Con-

stitutiori or any law for the time
being in force for the protection
of human rights and recom-
mend the adoption of new legis-
lation, the amendment of the
existing laws and the adoption
or amendment of administra-
tive measures for their effective
implementation;

?E} review the factors. includ-
lnE acts of terrorism that in-
hibit the enjoyment of human
rights and recommend appro-
priate remedial measures;

(f) study treaties and other
international instruments on
human rights and make rec-
ommendations for their effec-
tive implementation;

(g) examine the draft bills
and proposals for new legisla-
tion to verify their conformity
with international human
rights standards and to ensure
the compliance with the inter-
national human rights instru-

ments;

plaints under this Act, have all
the powers of a civil court try-
ing a_suit under the Code of
Civil Procedure, 1908, and in
{Jarttcuia: in respect of the fol-
owing matters, namely :

(a) summoning and enforc-
ing the attendance of witnesses
and examining them on oath:

[b] discovery and production
of any document:

(¢} receiving evidence on af-
fidavits:

(d) requisitioning any public
record or copy thereof from any
court or.office;

le) issuing commissions for
the examination of witnesses or
documents; |

(f) any other matter which
ma%; be prescribed.

2) The Commission shall
have power to require any per-
son, subject to any privilege
which may be claimef by that
person under any law for the

_Aime being in force, to furnish

.
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international human rights in-
struments or accession to those
instruments, and ensure their
implementation;

(i) assist in the formation of
prc;?rammea for the teaching of
and research into, human
rights and to take part in their
execution in educational and
professional institutions.

(i) spread human rights lit-
eracy among various sections of
society and promote awareness
of the safeguards available for
the protection of these rights
through publications, the me-
dia, seminars and other avail-
able means;

(k] encourage the efforts of
non-governmental organiza-
tions and institutions working
in the field of human rights:

(I} freely consider any ques-
tions !'::'ﬂlim%l within its compe-
tence, whether they are submit-
ted by the Government or taken
up by it without referral to a
higher authority, on the pro-
posal of its members or of any
petitioner:

(m) such other functions as it
may consider necessary for the
promotion of human rights.
(Section 10)

8. Powers relating to In-
quiries:

(1) The Commission shall.
while inquiring into com-

- i. I- -
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information on such points or
matlers as, in the opinion of the
Commission, may be useful for,
or relevant to, the subject mat-
ter of the inquiry and any per-
sorl so required shall be deemed
to be legally bound to furnish
such information within the
meaning of section 176 and sec-
tion 177 of the Penal Code.,

(3) The Commission or any
other officer, not below the
rank of a Gazetted Officer, spe-
cially authorised in this behalf
by the Commission may enter
any building or place where the
Commission has reason to be-
lieve that any document relat-
ing to the subject matter of the
inquiry may be found, and may
seize any such document or take
extracts or copies therefrom
subject to the provisions of sec-
tion 102 of the Code of Criminal
Procedure 1898 in so far as it
may be applicable. :

4)- The Commission shall be
deemed to be a civil court. -
.9, Action in aid of the Com-
mission: All authorities, execu-
tive and Judicial, in the People's
Republic of Bangladesh shall
act in aid of the Commission.
(Sec.12).

10. Investigation: (1} The
Comrnission shall have its own
investigation agency for the
purpose of conducting any in-
vestigatic.: and may utilise the

services of any officer or inves-
tigation agency of the Govern-
ment,

(2) For the purpose of inves-
tigation into any matter per-
taining to the inquiry, any offi-
CEr or agency whose services are
utilised may:

(a) summon and enforce the
attendance of any person and
examine him;

(b) require the discovery and
production of any document:
and

(c) requisition any public
record or copy thereof from any
office. |

(Sec. 13)

11. Independence: (1) The
Commission and every member
of its staff shall function with-
out political or other bias or
interference and shall, be inde-
pendent and separate from any
party, government, administra-
tiorl, or any other functionary
or body directly or indirectly
representing the interests of
any such entity.

(2) To the extent that any of
the personnel of the entities re-
ferred above may be involved in
the activities of the Commis-
sion, such personnel will be ac-
countable solely to the Com-
mission (Sec. 16

12. Annual and Special Re-
ports: (1) The Commission shall
submit an annual report to the
President and may at any time
submit special reports on any
matter which, in its opinion, is
of such urgeney or importance
that it should not be deferred
till submission of the annual
report.

(2} The President shall cause
the annual and special reports
of the Commission to be laid be-
fore the Parliament for discus-
?E]n and consideration, (Sec.

13. Finance: The Commis-
sion will be financed through a
Trust Fund which shall be paid
all money appropriated by Par-
liament and all money donated
or -contributed to the fund from
any source. (Sec. 20, 21)

Some Points to Ponder

The following points need to
be clarified or considered before
Placing the bill in the parlia-
ment:

11, Justice VR Krishna_lyar,
_‘former %udgr. of the Supreme
Court o

India, in an exclusive
interview with this writer (The
interview was published in the
‘Law and Our Rights Page' of The
Daily Star on 1 June 1997)
urged, "Bangladesh could do
well if it establish its proposed
National Human Rights Com-
mission through a constitu-
tional amendment rather than
by a statutory Act. If the com-
mission has a constitutional
mandate, then it becomes more
Fowerful. effective and would be
ree from any interference by
other institutions or organs of
the government." It seems the
Government ignored this idea
for reasons best known to them.
Is there any scope to examine
this idea ol having a National
Human Rights Commission as a
constitutional body?
2. The draft bill does not re-
uire special qualification for
the members of the commission
except knowledge and practical
experience of human rights, It

seems the criteria fixed was too

broad to specify and compre-
hend.

3. According to section 13 (1)
of the bill; the commission
shall have its own investigating
agency. But there is nothing
mentioned in the Bill about the
nature and composition of the
comimission’'s 'own investiga-
tion agency.'

4, The proposed NHRI would
be basically a recommendatory
bedy. Section 10 enumerates as
many as thirteen broad func-
tions of the commission includ-
ing Inquiry and investigation,
monitoring and intervention
whenever necessary. It will also
submit annual and special re-
port to the President. But no de-
cision or findings of it has any
binding force. So what would be
the case if government ignores
its recommendation?

5. The recommendations of
it should be legally binding
upon all. According to section
17(3) it can "recommend to the
Government or authority for
the grant of such immediate in-
terim relief to the victim or
members of his family.” But the
reality testifies that such mere
power of recommendation is
not enough. It should have pow-
ers to ensure effective remedies,
including interim measures to
protect the life and safety of an
individual and free medical
treatment where necessary.
The commission should ensure
that full and prompt compen-
sation is paid and other mea-
sures of redress and rehabilita-
tion are taken.

6. In our cquntry defence
forces are considered very sen-
sitive and hence remain beyond
any public scrutiny. It is not
clear from the draft bill
whether the commission fol-

lows the same suit. The com- -

mission should have specific
power and jurisdiction to inves-
tigate any complaint against
defence forces.

7. In India there is specific
provision to set up Human
Rights court for providing
speedy trial of offences arising
out of violation of human
rights. Shouldn't we incorpo-
Ealﬁa?such provision in our draft

1

8. The result of the commis-
sion’s investigation should be
referred to appropriate judicial
bodies without any delay. The
draft bill should have such
mechanism.

9. The commission should
establish and maintain close
official relations with non-gov-
ernmental organisations in-
volved in the promotipn and

rotection of human rights. -,

nstead of a Conelusion -}

Human rights commissions
are being set up in many parts
of the world. While the powers
of these institutions in the dif-
ferent countries vary, there
seems to be a 'core concept'
emerging. In ‘many countries
such commissions have not
matched the expectations they
generated when they were first
set up. On the other hand, in
some other-countries, where the
expectations were not so great,
the commissions have yielded
some positive results. No doubt
human rights commissions can
be effective consolation. but
without power to adjudicate and
issue ﬁndin{f commands th
may turned to be as rightly
termed by Justice VR Krishna
Iyar "glorified cyphers and
promise of unreality.” Only real
political will of the govern-
ment. the opposition groups
and as a whole the civil society
can help attaining the cher-
ished destination. The decision
of the Bangladesh Government
to set up a Human Rights Com-
mission is a welcome develop-
ment but again the success of
the proposed commission will
basically depend on true politi-
cal willingness of the govern-
ment other than public eye
wash,

mkahirﬂﬂ@hptmail.cum

the government: of

Bangladesh has shown in the
functioning of other national
human rights commissions in
the region including in Nepal,
Sri Lanka and India, Amnesty
International wurges the
government of Bang
assess the mandate and the
working methods of these
commissions carefully: to
ensure that such an assessment
is based on impartial and
independent studies of these
commissions; and to ensure
that the proposed National
Human Rights Commission
(NHRC) of Bangladesh does not
allow similar shortcomings to
limit its work in promoting and
protecting human rights.

The NHRC in India has been
active in monitoring human
rights violations, in raising
concern on a broad range of
human rights issues. in further-
ing human rights education,
and in addressing a number of
key concerns. However, the Pro-
tection of Human Rights Act,
1993, under which the NHRC
was set up in India, limits its
mandate. For example, the act
specifies that the NHRC is not
empowered to investigate re-
ports of human rights viola-
tions by the armed forces. When
such violations occur, the act
spectfies that the commission
can only seek reports from the
concerned authorities and
make recommendations on the
basis of such reports.

Amnesty International be-
lieves that human rights com-
missions can play a key role in
promoting and protecting hu-
man rights in areas where
armed forces are deployed, and
particularly notes that the
Chairman of the State Human
Rights Commission in Assam
‘has recommended that the

IN view of the close interest

adesh to -

Proposed

commission be allowed to in-
vestigate human rights viola-
tions by armed and paramili-
tary forces deployed there.

Amnesty International
would like to recommend the
following standards, as essen-
tial elements for consideration
in the establishment and func-
tioning of national human
rights commissions.

Mandate and
Composition of

the Commission

1. The Commission should
be independent from govern-
ment and its Charter should re-
flect this. The Commission
should be established by law or,
preferably, by Constitutional

amendment.
2. The Commission should

consist of men and women
known for their integrity and
impartiality of judgement who
shall decide matters before
them on the basis of facts and
in accordance with the law,
without any restrictions, im-
proper influences, induce-
ments, pressures, threats or in-
terferences from any quarter or
for any reason. Its members
should be independent of gov-
ernment, have a proven exper-
tise and competence in the field
of protecting and promoting
human rights, and should be
drawn from a variety of differ-
ent backgrounds, including rel-
evant professional groups and
the non-government sector.

3. The method of selection of

. its members should be fair and

transparent and should afford
all necessary guarantees of in-

b

Recommendations from Amnesty International )

-

dependence and broad represen-
tation, Commission members
should serve in their individual
capacity and should be able to
serve the Commission effec-
tively. The terms of their ap-
pointment, tenure and removal
should be clearly specified, laid
down in the Charter and should
afford the strongest possible
guarantees of competence, im-
partiality and independence.

4. The Commission should
be mandated to monitor and re-
port on compliance with and
implementation of relevant in-
ternational human rights stan-
dards, including the Universal
Declaration of Human Rights,
the International Covenant on
Civil and Political Rights, the
United Nations (UN) Declara-
tion and Convention against
Torture, as well as the UN Code
of Conduct for Law Enforce-
ment Officials, the UN Body of
Principles for the Protection of
All Persons under Any Form of
Detention or Imprisonment
and the UN Principles on the
Effective Prevention and Inves-
tigation of Extra-Legal, Arbi-
traray or Summary Executions.

. The Commission should
be mandated to review the ef-
fectiveness of existing legisla-
tion and or administrative pro-

visions in protecting human °

rights and should be able to
make recommendations for the
amendment of such legislation
or the introduction of new legis-
lation as necessary. The Com-
mission should aﬂsu examine

bills and proposal for new legis-
lation put forward by the gov-
ernment of parliament to verify
its conformity with interna-
tional human rights standards
and to ensure the state's com-
pliance with the above interna-

tional human rights instru-
ments,

6. The scope of the Commis-
sion s concerns should be prin-
cipally and clearly defined in
terms of state obligations under
international human rights

‘law. Its time and resources

should not be deflected by the
‘examination of cases which
should be dealt with under the
ordinary criminal justice sys-
tem or by other state institu-
tions.

7. The Commission should
have precisely defined powers
Lo investigate on its own initia-
tive situations and cases of re-
ported human rights violations
and set clear priorities for its
work in accordance with the se-
riousness of the violations re-
ported to it. Priority should be
given to alleged violations of
the right to life and security of
the person, and the right not to
be tortured (rights from which
no derogation can be made by
any government under any cir-
cumstances); as well as to the
right not to be arbitsarily ar-
rested or detained.

8, The Commission should
be directed to establish effective
cooperation with non-govern-
mental organizations with

first-hand information about .

reports of human rights viola-
tions. 4

9. The Commission should
also have the powers to conduct
wide-ranging national in-
quiries on human rights con-
cerns of fundamental impor-
tance to the nation.

10. It is recommended that
initially the Commission con-
duct a critical analysis of the
factors which have contributed
to the persistence of human
rights violations within the
national territory, including
the failure of existing institu-
tions and legal mechanisms to
provide adequate human rights

rotection. Recommendations
or legal and institutional re-
form to halt violations may be
'Erﬂ osed on the basis of the
ndings of the study.

11. The Commission should
be authorized to investigate the
conduct of the security forces
throughout the national terri-
tory. To do this effectively, the
Commission should have ade-
quate facilities to conduct thor-
ough investigations, indepen-
dent of the security forces,
whose conduct it will be called
upon to assess,

Facilities and

Methodology of the

Commission
12. The Commission should

_have all necessary human and .
“material resources to examine, ,

thoroughly, effectively, speed-
ily and throughout the country,
the evidence and other case

material concerning specific al-
legations of violations reported
to it.

13. The Commission should
have its own investigative ma-
chinery and should have access
to expert assistance whenever
required to verify alleged viola-
tions, It should have adequate
facilities to carry out on-the-
spot investigations.

14. The Comimnission should
have powers to initiate investi-
gations on its own initiative, It
should be able to receive com-
munications not only from the
complainants themselves but
also, if they themselves are un-
able or prevented from doing so,
from lawyers, relatives or oth-
ers acting on their behalf, in-
cluding non-governmental

oups. Investigations initiated
E;r the Commission should be
adequately publicized, espe-
cially at the regional and local
levels, to enable and encourage
witnesses to come forward to
testify.

15. The Commission should
have full and effective powers to
compel the attendance of wit-
nesses and the production of
documents.

16. The Commission should
have full and effective powers to
protect witnesses, com-

- plainants, or others providing

evidence to the Commission,
including bringing about the
suspension or transfer of offi-
cials allegedly involved — with-
out prejudice pending comple-
tion of investigations — to other

About the IDHRB : nception and Updiate

UMAN Rights and Bangl
interrelated. One of the co

Nearly three decades have

adesh are closely linked and

re issues of the war of liberation
was protection of human rights.

passed. no tangible steps

have been taken to ensure and guarantee Human Rights through

Institutional Development.

At this backdrop, the present Government initiated the step

of a pilot lpmject titled "Action

Institutiona

Development of Human Rights in Ban

Research Study on the
gladesh"

(IDHRB) with the financial assistance o UNDP. A three-year

pmﬁft began in earnest.

€ project is being implemented by the Ministry of Law,

Justice and Parliamentary Affairs involving
the NGO community. While the
project is managed and run b
protessionals the Chairperson o

related agencies, including

a number of

a score of concerned local
the project is the Minister for

Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs Mr. Abdul Matin

Khasru.

The Ministry of Law, Justice and Parliamentary Affairs has
formed a National Consultative Committee which comprises of
representatives of different ministries such as the Foreign

airs, Planning, LGRD,

ERD, Women

& Children Affairs,

Environment & Forests, Home Affairs and other remaining
seven members have also been included from Human Rights
Organizations, NGOs and female members of Parliament to

assist the project.

The task of the Consultative Committee is to €nsure proper -
functioning of the project work, to provide overall substantive

guidance to the project and to ensure effective participation of
all relevant partners in the process.

October, 1996,

Community Assessment of Human Rights Issues in Comilla in

Ultimate Goal

The ultimate objectives of the project is to provide a set of

recommendation to the government

or assisting the state and

government policy to enable them in formulation of a National
Human Rights Commission which would remove hindrances
and obslacles and peacefully resolve human rights violations at
all levels. Already Mr Brian Burdekin, Special Advisor on

Wational Institutions to the UN Hi

Rights visited Bangladesh

Commissioner for Human

thrice and made valuable

deliberations in different national level Seminars organized by

the IDHRB.

&

Objectives

The foremost objective of the project is to find out wagvs and

means to build a mechanism for protecting, safeguar
“"human rights and to ‘prgvide remedial measure at
as enshrined

rassroots level

ing of
the

in the Constitution of

angladesh, Ieadinﬁ to the formation of a Human Rights
y

Institution and fina

the establishment of Mational Human

Rights Commission at the national level.
The primary task of the project is to undertake research
studies on the Human Rights situation at the local level through

the Participatory Rural Appraisal (PRA).
The study includes twenty police stations coverin
selected Unions in the six divisions viz. Dhaka, C

over 250
ittagong,

Rajshahi, Khulna, Barisal and Sylhet.

Action oriented programmes would be developed in due
course to achieve these objectives with primary focus on
education and'training on raising social awareness on the

subi'ect. The study involves :

I} Examination of Human Rights & legal issues.
ii) Identifying problems & constraints
iii) The frame work to be based on the needs of the people

through establishment of
a) Village Courts

b) National Human Rights Commissions at local levels.

Target Beneficiaries

The target beneficiaries of the project include the local
communities and victims of human rights violations in

general.

The project team had so far carried out related PRA exercises

in eighty-two villages at Manikgang,

Comilla, Narayangang &

Munshiﬁang Districts. The team will conduct their furtherin

PRA wit
Hajongs in the districts of Ta

the aboriginal/indigenous people — Garos, Koach an

il, Mymensingh and Sherpur.

Major Findings
It is through these PRAs that the major incidents of human

rights violations as well as the

roblems related to human

rights issues of the area are identified.

Emphasizing on some of the major issues as depicted b
villagers. the problem related to dowry
prioritized as the most pain-stakin
of all. It is to be noted here that t

the
which they have
and burdensome problem
e project provides special

emphasis on the rights and violations of rights related to

women and children.

Standards for a National Human Rights Commission

duties where they would have
no power over witnesses or
complainants. Victims or rela-
tives should have access to all
relevant information and doc-
uments relating to the investi-
gation and be granted all neces-
sary facilities to present evi-
dence. The Commission should
be able to provide financial as-
sistance to witnesses enabling
them to travel and be accom-
modated in order to present
their evidence before the Com-

mission. -

17. The Commission should
work in an open way with its
hearings generally open to the

ublic. Private hearings should
Bﬂ an exceptional measure and
be resorted to only in specific
re-established circumstances.

e Commission's methodology
and the results of its inves-
tigations, together with official
reports, including post mortem

and other expert reports as well

as police and court records,
should in each case be pub-
lished in fulf in an easily ac-
cessible and comprehensible
form.

18. The Commission should
also prepare regular reports
documenting all the complaints
it has received, together with
the action taken in each case, as
well as an account of all its
other activities for the promo-
tion and protection of human
rights. The Commission's re-
ports should be presented peri-
odically to representative na-
tional and regional bodies.

- 19, The result of the Com-
mission's investigations should
be referred to appropriate judi-

cial bodies without delay. Any-
one the Commission alleges to
have been responsible for
cummjttinF human rights vio-
lations or for ordering, encour-
aging or permitting them,
should automatically be
brought to f‘ustice. The govern-
ment should ensure that any
prosecutions for human rights-
related offences are brought
authorities which are distinctly
independent from the securit
forces or other bodies allegedly
implicated in the human rights
violations.

20. The Commission should
have powers to ensure that su-
perior officers are held ac-
countable for acts eommitted
under their authority and

* should be mandated to closely

follow subsequent legal pro-
ceedings in the case, by moni-
toring trials, or if necessary ap-
pearing before the court to
make legal submissions to
press for appropriate legal ac-
tion to be en within a rea-
sonable time.

21. The Commission should
have powers Lo ensure eflective
remedies, including interim
measures to protect the life and
safety of an individual and free
medical treatment where neces-

.sa.rév: it should ensure that full
and prompt compensation is
paid and other measures of re-
dress and rehabilitation are
taken in all cases it has taken
up in which members of the se-
curity forces are found to have

erpetrated human rights vio-
ations.

22. The government should
undertake an obligation to re-
spond, within a reasonable
time, to the case-specific as well
as the more general fin s,
conclusions and recommenda-’
tions made by the Commission.
The government's response
should be made public.




