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Power tariff
raised by
5 poisha
per unit

Star Report

The government has in-
creased power tariff by five
poisha per unit with retrospec-
tive effect from July 1 as per
recommendation of the Asian
Development Bank , official
sources said. .

Besides, power tariffs among
PDB, DESA and REB have also
been raised. PDB's power tariff
charged from DESA has been
increased by eight poisha per
unit to Tk 1.8 and PDB-ESA's
power tariff charged from REB
also by eight poisha per unit,
making it Tk 1.73.

“Coupled with the imposi-

tion of 15 per cent VAT on a

‘truncated basis', power would

be much costlier at all con-
sumers' level,” said an official.
“A ty
ily which uses 300 units of
power per month would now
Fa_v an additional Tk 15. The
amily would pay 15 per cent
VAT on 55 per cent of the power
consumed per month and that
would be nearly double the pre-
vious duty structure,” he adr?ed.
The ener
favoured a tariff hike by 12
poisha per unit but the govern-
‘ment decided to increase it by 5
poisha. one source mentioned.
“The Cabinet suggested that
PDB and DESA should try
harder to reduce system loss to
improve the financial health of
energy sector,” he said.
See page 11 Col 7

PM apprises
President

about her
UK visit

Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina yesterday apprised
President Shahabuddin Ahmed
about her recent visit to the
United Kingdom at the invita-
tion of British Prime Minister
Tony Blair, reports UNB.

he met the President at

Bangabhaban and told him that

thﬂ visit ha_,s hE}PEd impl‘m—'e re- |

lations between the two coun-
tries.

Hasina also talked about the
Bangladesh Festival she and
Blair jointly inaugurated in
London. 'The festival projecting
our cultural heritage was a pres-
tigious event for Bangladesh,”
she said.

She said the objective of her
visit was to attract private in-
vestment from UK and the visit
would provide impetus to the
British participation in the
field of economic development
of the country,

The PM informed the Presi-
dent that besides official talks
with her British counterpart,
she met with the leaders of the
British government and the op-
position and discussed issues of
mutual interest,

She also informed the Presi-
dent that Tony Blair had ac-
cepted an initiation to visit
Bangladesh at a convenient
time.

— Inside Today
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AFP File photo of John F Kennedy Jr.
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WEST TISBURY (Massachu-
setts), July 17: A small plane
carrying John F Kennedy Jr. to
a wedding on Martha's
Vineyard was reported missing
early today and a search was
underway off the coast of New
York's Long Island, officials
said. reports AP,

The plane took off at 8:45 pm
(0145 GMT] Friday and was be-
lieved to be carrying Kennedy,
his wife, Carolyn Bessette, and
her sister and was headed to the
Cape Cod-Martha's Vineyard
area where the Kennedy family
was gathering for a wedding, a
source told The Associated
Press.

The plane flew out of New
Jersey and was due into
Martha's Vineyard at 10 pm
Friday. the source said.

The Coast Guard confirmed
it was searching for the plane
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with help from the Air National

Guard. The search was being
conducted in water off eastern

tip of Long Island, along the

presumed flight

path of
Kennedy's plane.

Jamie Gaspar, an operations

specialist at Martha's Vineyard
Airport, said Kennedy's plane
was supposed to arrive Friday
night but never did.

‘T'm a little worried, because

I know him personally,” Gaspar

said,

Kennedy is the son of one of

America's most popular presi-
dents, John F Kennedy, who
was assassinated in 1963.
Eddie Martin, of Hyannis-
port, who described himself as a

friend of the family, said he was

told Kennedy was headed for
Martha's Vineyard and was
then to go to the wedding of a
cousin., Rory, daughter of the
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late Sen. Rovert F Kennedy, in
Hyannisport.
According to an earlier an-

nouncement from the office of

Democratic Sen Edward M
Kennedy, the couple was to be
married Saturday before 2756
guests in a private ceremony.
The wedding was cancelled as
the search .

The source told the AP the
plane took off from Caldwell,
New Jersey, en route to
Martha's Vineyard, and did not
file a flight plan, to the knowl-
edge of the Federal Aviation
Administration. A flight plan
was not required.

The Kennedy family con-
tacted the FAA when the plane,
a Piper Saratoga, was overdue,
and the agency began checking
airports along the route, the
source said.

The Coast Guard and Air Na-
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Plane with J F Kenneci? Jr rhissing

tional Guard then started a
search, *

Kennedy, 38, is the only sur-
viving son of the 35th presi-
dent. His father's assassination
immediately thrust him into
the public eye with the poignant
photo of the little boy saluting
as his father's funeral proces-
sion passed.

Unlike other family mem-
bers. Kennedy never entered
politics. After graduating from
Brown University, he went to
law school and joined the Man-
hattan district attorney's office.

The law didn't hold much
appeal for Kennedy, and in 1995
he launched the magazine
George — subtitled "not just pol-
itics as usual.” A year laler,
Kennedy — once dubbed "the
sexiest man alive" by ['eople
magazine — married girlfriend
Carolyn Bessette,

CHITTAGONG, July 17: De-
spite frequent incidents of
piracy at the outer anchorage of
Chittagong port, no security es-
cort was arranged for the ship
carrying defence cargo imported
for the Army and the Air Force,
sources said.

A senior port official, when
contacted, said "All cargo ships
are given similar treatment
when those arrive at the outer
anchorage. No special security
measures are normally taken
by the Chittagong Port Author-
ity for defence cargo. Those are
only given priority berthing fa-
cility at the port jetties.”

A source in the port security
said, "Ships carrying defence
cargo should be given special

L A

Police hardly raid hideouts of pirates

Defence cargo ship had
no security escort

From Nurul Alam

escort at the outer anchorage in
view of Wednesday's incident of
piracy at such-a vessel."

However, after unloading,
the defence cargo is being deliv-
ered from Chittagong port un-
der "heavy escort”.

The imported ammunition
were taken to Dhaka by goods
train from Chittagong port to-
day under Army escort, he said.

The ship. 'MV Karen Cat',
which came under attack of pi-
rates, carried 549 tonnes of
ammunition for the Army and
the Air Force.

Incidents of piracy have

gomne up at the outer anchorage

of Chittagong port and in the
river Karnaphuli, .posing a
threat to safety and security of

cargo vessels, sources said.

Organised gangs of pirates
frequently swoop on foreign
cargo vessels and loot valuable
goods and costly ropes used for
anchoring the vessels.

As a result, most of the ship
operators reportedly remain
worried when they reach the
outer anchorage. fearing attack
by pirates.

Talking to The Daily Star,
President of Steamer Agents
Association Tarek Anis said,
“The outer anchorage is really
unsafe for cargo vessels as or-
ganised gangs of pirates are of-

ten active. Pirates looted costly

ropes from

ships.”
See page 11 Col 7

many foreign

Over 2 lakh
marooned
in Comilla

Flood waters continued to
inundate fresh areas of five
thanas in Comilla district yes-
terday causing damage and ren-
dering hundreds of families
homeless, reports UNB.

More than two lakh people
in 30 unions in Burichang, De-
biddar, Muradnagar. Chandina
and Daudkandi thanas of the
district remained marooned as
water gushing through the
damaged Gumti embankment
continued to engulf vast areas
of the thanas.

Some 80 per cent of roads
and houses in Chandina munic-

ipality are now under knee-deep

walers while swirling waters
threatened two bridges at
Nimshai and Korpait on the
Dhaka-Chittagong highway,

Around 35,000 people who
were forced to abandon their
submerged houses had taken
refuge in 30 makeshift shelters.
Army personnel and local ad-
ministration continued to
evacuate marooned people to
safety.

Armed forces and Roads and

See page 11 Col 6

Jamalpur AL sﬁ-spends
Rashed Mosharraf,
brings allegations

JAMALPUR, July 17: The
Jamalpur district
Awami League has suspended
the membership of Rashed
Mosharraf, State Minister for
Land, for his "anti-organisa-
tional activities,” reports UNB.

The decision was taken at a
meeting today of the district
unit that was attended by 47 out
of 55 members of the executive
cominittee, Awami League
spources said.

Chaired by district unit pres-
ident Advocate Shahidullah,
the meeting was attended,
anmngf{ others, by State Minis-
ter lor Religious Affairs
Moulana Nurul Islam. Abul
Kalam Azad MP, Rezaul Karim
Hira MP., Mirza Azam MP and
Tohura Ali MP.

Sources said the meeting de-
cided to meet party chief and
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
with an appeal to remove
Rashed Mosharraf from the re-
sponsibility as minister in-

unit of

charge of Jamalpur district.

They discussed allegations
against Rashed Mosharraf who
is also the President of Krishak
League, the farmers' wing of
Awami League. i

The allegations say: 1)
Rashed Mosharraf has selected
four nominees (o contest the
next general elections from four
other constituencies of Ja-
malpur district, and that he is
already campaigning for them.

2) He and his son who is
chairman of Jamalpur
Pourasava have played a vital
role in the defeat of Awami
League's chairman candidate in
Dewanganj Pourasava election
held on July 12.

3) He misbehaved with party
MPs in the district — Moulana
Nurul Islam, Abul Kalam Azad,
Rezaul Karim Hira and Tohura
Ali. who went to him for a com-
promise. :

4) He formed the Islampur

See page 11 Col 8

Women police deployed (left) as the Tanbazar brothel now gives a deserted look.

—Star phot

‘Kafiluddin allotted plots
to B Chy's in-laws'

Statement untrue,

State Minister for Informa-
tion Abu Sayeed yesterday said
Deputy Leader of the Opposition
in Parliament A Q M Badrud-
doza Chowdhury gave 'a confus-
ing and untrue’ statement in re-
sponse to Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's recent press
briefing, reports BSS.

"Whatever statement B
Chowdhury has given in re-
sponse to Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina's press briefing
at the Ganobhaban Thursday
last is mischievous, confusing
and untrue and has proved him
a political clown."” he said in a
statement.

Sayeed said B Chowdhury
knew the fact that his father
Kafiluddin Chowdhury as a 'de-
serter’ party leader and being
the Works Minister in 1956 had
allotted 150 plots and was later
charged with nepotism and cor-
ruption for this action.

says Abu Sayeed

‘In Dhanmondi area, his
father provided plots to his (B
Chowdhury's) brother-in-laws
Khorshed Ali, Keramat Ali and
Ahsanullah and cousin Sham-
sul Islam," Sayeed said and ar-
gued, "if this is not corruption,
then what will be the definition
of corruption.”

He asked whether Chowd-
hury would inform the nation
how his father became the
owner of 14 bighas of land in
Khilgaon area and why he was
later charged in a corruption
case in this regard.

Sayeed hoped that Chowd-
hury would alse inform the na-
tion how he obtained the plot at
Moghbazar where he opened a
clinic after the name of his fa-
ther. "I also hope that Chowd-
hury will let the nation know
what he did with the open space
beside that clinic," he said.
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AL to hire
helicopter
for polls
campaign

Star Report

The Awami League has de-
cided to hire a helicopter for
campaigning in national elec-
tions and also in the upcoming.
upazila and city corporation
polls, BBC reported last night.

Though the party has denied
it, a contract in this regard
clearly provides for such use.

A local private aviation
company is trying to procure
the 1elicnpter?¢}m Thailand or
any other South-East Asian
countiry.

The rent for the 10-seater
twin—en%:‘ne BK 117 helicopter
will be Tk 100.000 per hour and
Tk 20 lakh will to paid in ad-
vance. The chopper will be
available from the first week of
August.

It is mentioned in the con-
tract that use of the helicopter
in campaign will be subject to
the Election Commission’'s ap-
proval, BBC said.

A former state minister and
Awami League MP Syed Abul
Hossain signed the contract
with the aviation company.

Al General Secretary Zillur
Rahman was not available for
comment, But Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad denied that
helicopter would be used for
election campaign.

Following a press report on
helicopter, Gano Forum Presi-
dent DR. Kamal Hossain at a
press conference in Dhaka yes-
terday demanded of the gov-
ernment to publication of de-
tails about hiring of the heli-
copter. BBC added

Munshi withdraws

resignation
letter
BNP lawmaker Manjurul

Ahsan Munshi has withdrawn
his resignation letter. reports
UNB.

On Thursday, Munshi, elec-
ted from Cc:miﬁa—f-l (Debidwar)
sent a letter to BNP Chair-
person Begum Khaleda Zia
resi ninpf{ from the party”
membersiip expressing his re-
sentment over the new BNP
committee in Comilla North.

In another letter yesterday,
Munshi withdrew his resigna-
tion letter following the re-

moval of Abu Taher from the
leadership of the party's
Comilla North unit., said a
party press release signed by
BNP assistant office secretary
Emran Saleh Prince.

Two incidents

DU to 1ssue
showcause
notices on
5 students

Dhaka University authori-
ties vesterday decided to issue
showcause notices on five stu-
dents for their alleged involve-
ment in terrorist activities in
two separate incidents, reports
LINB.

The authorities also formed
two inquiry committees to
probe the incidents.

Two-thirds of sex workers flee brothels

Exodus to spread deadly diseases in N’ganj town, fear people, experts

From Ehsanul Haque

The students have to reply to
the notices within seven days,”
otherwise, the showcause no-
tices would be treated as tempo-
rary expulsion orders. said a
DU press release.

The authorities took the de-

Talks held: Rohingya
1ssue unresolved

Peacemaking
Elude Barak?

Column: Connecting

the Dots By Special Cﬂrrespnndent cision at a meeting with Pro-VC
NARAYANGANJ, July 17: Dbrothels against 3,425 ear-  This, it is believed. may have  ment with clients and in search Foreign ministers of ening the pace of repatriation. Prof. Shahadat Ali and

by DrA R Choudhury Panicked sex workers of Tan-  lier. The eﬁndus was triggered  forced many of the inmates to  of clients have made us con- | Bangladesh and Myanmar held Tﬁe two foreign ministers | Provosts of Jasimuddin,
Page 4 bazar and Nimtoli brothels are . by tension prevailing since the  evade the survey. cerned. talks yesterday in a renewed bid  met at state guest house Meghna | Muhsin. Shahidullah and A F

Law and Our
Rights

now roaming in different areas
of the town, spreading virus of
deadly diseases like AIDS.

More than two thousand sex
workers, who fled the tension-
ridden red-light areas., have
taken refuse in different areas

murder of a sex worker at Tan-
bazar on July 1 and a subse-
quent government move to re-
habilitate them,

The survey that concluded
today began after a high level
meeting at the Prime Minister's

Nasrin, 25, left her 'house’ at
Tanbabazar the day before the
survey began. She is now shar-
ing a small rented house at De-
obhog with three fellow sex
workers. "Yes, I am doing sex
business here to earn livelihood

Prof. Nazrul Islam, Head of
the Department of Virology at
the Bangabandhu Sheikh Mujib
Medical University, expressed
deep concern that sex workers
have come out of the brothels in
Narayanganj. "Condoms were

for a breakthrough in the im-
passe on repatriation of some
22,000 Rohingya refugees which
had been slowed down by Yan-
gon since last Novemnber,

The talks remained incon-
clusive after two hours of

after Myanmar Foreign Min-
ster U Aung Win arrsived in
Dhaka yesterday afternoon for
a three-day visit to Bangladesh
for what he described as part of
a familiarisation trip to neigh-
bours since he took charge of

Rahman Halls yesterday after-
noor,

The students against whom
showcause notices will be issued
include Neamul Islam Dablu
and Ehsan, first year (old)
students of International

F : ; . : 5 ' ar- e d : s : mi ' - and Murad, lirst year
of the town includin Secretariat on July 12 decided for myself, my two children and Supplied to the sex workers e meeting including a tete-a-tete  the foreign ministry last year. Relations, an ad, .
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rights commission for Masdair, Isdair, Chanmari, who are willing to give up their can I do? I found no client at ransmitted diseases (STDs) in- | ters who also picked up the is- ful and useful talks, including | centring A F Rahman Hall

Bangladesh
Longing for a

Bandar and even Panchabati on
the outskirts. Some local people
said they are worried because
the sex workers have taken

profession.

But the meeting left no op-
tion for those willing to con-
tinue the business. A question-

Tanbazar brothel in 13 days,”
she told this correspondent yes-
terday.

Abdur Rahim, a resident at

cluding AIDS. Now it has be-
come difficult to continue it be-
cause they have spread all over
Narayanganj.”

“Clients of the sex workers

sue again after a dinner the
Bangladesh foreign minister
hosted last night in honour of
his Myanmar counterpart at

one to one meeting... our aim is
to resolve this problem,” for-
eign minister Abdus Samad
said about the nearly two hours

incident.

Two rounds of gunshots. were
fired on Friday in the hall cen-
tring the allotment of a seat.

shelter in the residential areas.  naire distributed among the Masdair, said frequent move- _ Meghna. of inconclusive talks, __The inquiry committee to
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