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Lazio offers
more money
for Anelka

ROME, July 16 (AP): Trying
to end of the longest negotia-
tions ever for the transfer of a
soccer player. Lazio of Rome
has raised its offer to buy
French striker Nicolas Anelka
from Arsenal, Italian sports
papers said Friday.

The Series A team owner
Sergio Cragnotti has reportedl
offered 20 million pounds (31.
million dollars) to the English

club, Gazzetta dello Sport re-

ported, plus the player’s fee and
the agent's commissions.

Under Cragnotti's previous
bid, Arsenal was to get 18 mil-
lion pounds (28.2 million dol-
lars).

The new offer reportedly
came after Anelka's agents
agreed to reduce their demands
for commission.

Anelka appears eager (o
come to Rome.

"l hope I will play with Lazio
next season.” the 20-year-old
player said in a statement re-
leased Thursday in Paris.

He was supposed to make a
trip to Rome on Friday, but the
visit was called off at the last
minute,

Anelka confirmed meeting
French lawyer Jean-Louis
Dupont to discuss the possibil-
ity of ending his contract with
Arsenal, feeding speculation
that he might want to bring ac-
tion against the Gunners belore
the European Court of Justice,

Dupont was the lawyer for
Jean-Marc Bosman, the Belgian
player whose 1995 case revolu-
tionised the world's top leagues
by creating what amounts to a
"free agency" for players.

Anelka. who moved to Arse-
nal in 1996-97 from DParis Saint
Germain. has repeatedly said he
doesn't like living in London.
He has refused to go to Juventus.
which was also trying to buy
him.

"I formally rule out the pos-
sibility of making a contract
with this team,” Anelka said of
Juventus. "Negotiations con-
ducted by Arsenal in this re-
spect have no grounds and I in-
vite my employer to end themn
immediately and for good."

Negotiations for the pro-

osed transfer to Lazio have
en underway for weeks.

Inter’s French
[ ] [ ] =
fascination

MILAN, July 16: Inter Milan
celebrated Bastille Day this
week by presenting their eighth
French-speaking signing. de-
fender Cyril Domoraud, a
record showing in the history of
the Serie A, reports AFP.

Not content with that. the
club are also negotiating the ar-
rival of an another Frenchman,
AS Roma's left wing-back Vin-
cent Candela, as coach Marcello
Lippi puts together a franco-
phor.. defence for next season,

Newcomers Domoraud and-
Laurent Blanc were the central’
defensive partnership last sea-
son at Olympique  Marseille,
and will join Mickael Sylvestre
and Zoumana Camara, who is
back from being on loan to Em-
poli. :

Sebastian Frey is the reserve
goalkeeper and the club have
two more Frenchmen in mid-
field -- Benoit Cauet and Ous-
mane Dabo, who is back from
loan to Vicenza -- plus World
Cup star Youri Djorkaefl, who
plans to leave Inter but hasn't
yet found a new club.

Domoraud, who plays inter-
national football for the Ivory
Coast, but who has lived in
France since boyhood and
holds a French passport, has
already had a taste of playing
against [talian opposition.

Marseille squeezed past
Bologna in last season's UEFA
Cup semi-finals, before being
demolished by Parma in the fi-
nal in Moscow.

"Bologna were a good side
and really made us sweat." said
Domoraud. "Then we came up
against Parma, and they were
even better.

“After all that. I've realised
that every Sunday now is going
to be a battle. The best strikers
in the world play in the Serie A,
but then so de the best defend-
ers,” he said.

As for the future, after Inter
Milan's season of misery ended
without a place even in the
UEFA Cup. he told the Gazzetta
dello Sport: "The fact that we
won't be playing in Europe will
be an advantage.

"My objective this season.
and that of the rest of the
teamn’s. is to win the league ti-
tle.” he said. "We'll think about
Europe after that.”

Lara, Chavez

shown no
mercy

ASUNCION, July 16: The
South American Football Con-
iederation (CSF) on Tuesday
discarded Mexican arguments
that two of their players failed a
doping test because they had
eaten contaminated food, re-
ports Reuters.

Paulo Cesar Chavez and Raul
Lara were banned for the rest of
the tournament on Friday after
testing positive for mandrolone
and testosterone respectively
following the 2-1 defeat by
Brazil on July 3.

Mexico team doctor Jose
Luis Serrano argued that his
squad was clean, that the sub-
stances could only be adminis-
tered with a high degree of spe-
cialisation and it was likely
they had been found after being
used in the production of meat
eaten by the players.

But his arguments were re-
futed by Marco Teixiera, head of
the CSF's doping commission.
who said that between four and
six times the normal limits of
the banned substances had been
found in the tests.

The CSF will meet Saturday
Lo consider extending the ban
on the two players. |

Mexico have reached the
semifinals of the tournament
and face Brazil today.
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FIFA WORLD CUP

TOKYO, July 16: In 2002,
Asia will host its first World
Cup. But the way things are go-
ing, co-hosts South Korea and
Japan may be the only Asian
teams there, reports AP,

Outraged by what they see as
a snub to the world's most popu-
lous region, representatives of
Asian soccer have announced
they will boycott the gqualifying
rounds unless they are granted
a fifth berth in the finals.

And that has so outraged
soccer's governing body that
there is speculation they might
move the next World Cup oul of
Asia enlirely, perhaps to Eng-
land, or even the United States.

"We've been working so hard.
We just refuse to believe it's go-
ing to come to all that," said
Suburo Yamamoto, an official
of Saitama Prefecture, a state
near Tokyo where some of the
games are to be played.

The battle over berths is
hardly the first problem that
has befallen the 2002 Cup.

From the start, the prepara-
tionns have been overshadowed

by the logistical difficulties of
coordinating the games in two

. nations — nations that at times
aren't even on very friendly

terms.

The birth problem is rooted
in he unprecedented co-hosting
arrangement as well,

Host nations get automatic
berths, so Asia has two guaran-
teed slots for the next World
Cup. But that leaves only two
berths for the remaining 43
Asian nations.

UEFA, Europe's governing
body, offered half of one its
berths to Asia — meaning that
the 14th-place team in Euro-
pean qualifying would face the
third-place team iIn Asian
qual t(i;ying for a spot in the final
ronnd.

But that wasn't enough for
the Asians who walked out of a
July 9 meeting of FIFA. soccer's
ruling body. in Los Angeles.

FIFA President Sepp Blatter
was infuriated by the walkout.
"This shows no respect to the
institution called FIFA."

Japanese soccer officials say
they hope FIFA and the Asian
Football Confederation will be
able to work things out.

"l am going to be so sorry if
our Asian colleagues boycott
Asia's first World Cup.” said
Japan Football Association
President Shunichiro Okano.

Ryo Nishimura, spokesman
for the World Cup organising
committee in Tokyo, says the
problem is between the AFC and
FIFA — and definitely not
something the committee wants
to get involved with.

Japanese and South Korean
officials opted to walk out with
the Asian members. But the sit-
uation presented quite a
dilemma.

“We are host nations. Yet we
are also members of AFC. It's
extremely delicate,” said Japan
Football Association

ver Asian football

spokesman Hide to Teshima.

South Koran and Japanese
soccer olflicials are careful Lo
play down the prospect that
they may lose the tournament.

"We don't take such specula-
tions seriously. In fact, it's so
absurd it's not even worth
commenting on,” Koran Foot-
ball Association spokesman
Song Kil-yong said in Seoul,
South Korea.

Soccer fans, however, are
genuinely worried.

"It won't be as great an event
if the Asian teams don't come,"
said 25-year-old cafe manager
Takeo Kiuchi. who has trav-
elled around the world to see the
Japanese team play. "Why
would [ want to go to England to
see the World Cup? I've been
dreaming of seeing the World
Cup in Japan."

Kunishige Kamamoto, a
lawmaker and former soccer
layer who is the Japan Foot-
all Association's vice presi-
dent, says the berth allocations
reflect the fledgling level of
Asian soccer.

South Korea has gone to five

World Cups but has never won a
ame. Japan made its World
up debut only last year.

Before offering half of one of
ilts berths to Asia, Europe had
15 of the World Cup's 32 S.
although France has an auto-
matic berth as defending cham-
pion.

Even South America. whose
players are among soccer's

atest, has been reduced from

ive to 4 1/2, requiring a match

with the Oceania champion for
the fifth berth,

"Asia has 50 years to go,
maybe 100 years, before one of
its nations can hope to win the
World Cup," Kamamoto said.
'Asian soccer is simply not up
to world level yet."

SYDNEY, July 16;
The American
company which
arranged to sup-

S

ply school march-
ing bands for the
Syducy Olvinpies has started
courl Jctlion against Games
organiscers SOCOG, reports AP.

World Projects Corporation
(WPC] commenced proceedings
in the New South Wales
Supreme Court on Friday
against SOCOG and its president
Michael Knight,

The company is claiming a
breach of contract after SOCOG
dumped the 1,300 students from
Calilornia and Georgia in the
United States, and 200 from
Japan. from the opening cere-
mony following a public back-
lash in Australia.

A compromise deal has been
put to the marching bands but

was rejected B9 Californian

members this week.

"SOCOG's objective has al-
ways been to negotiate the best
solution for all parties,” Knight
said in a statement Friday.

"This has been expressed to
WPC and continues to be our
view notwithstanding the
provocative nature of their
courl action. Neither SOCOG

&'t-han?-.a..
At San-

nor 1 will be intimidated in this
way from representing the in-
terests of the Australian com-
munity.”

He said the compromise for
band members to p?ay at loca-
tions other than the opening
ceremony was still an option.

SOCOG marketing chief
John Moore has spent the last
few days in California unsuc-
cessfully trying to convince
band leaders and members to
accept a compromise deal that
would have them performing at
prominent Sydney sites such as
the Opera House.

The legal action took SOCOG
by surprise as band leaders
seemed satisfied with the com-
promise after meeting with
SOCOG chief executive Sandy

 Hollway in Sydney last week.

The action was, however,
flagged +at ‘a meeting of more
‘patents and students

€go's Eastlaké High
School gym Wednesday night.

"Even if you offer 1 million
dollars to each student, I'm not
prepared to accﬂﬁt any com-
promise,” said Tushar Shah, fa-
ther of two San Diego area band
menbers.

'l think a signed contract is
a signed contract. It is a legal

WPC starts legal action

document," said parent Carol
Jennings, "It should be binding.
They shouldn't be able to
change their minds and unin-
vite you and change the rules
halfway through the game."”

Meanwhile, another report
from Melbourne says, the Mel-
bourne Cricket Ground surface
will be re-laid to aveid contro-
versy at the Olympic Games
soccer tournament.

Australian coach Raul
Bianco and Manchester United
Assistant Steve McClaren were
both critical of the surface after
United's 2-0 exhibition win.

Players slipped and tripped
on the uneven surface and
Blanco said Melbourne should
forget about using the MCG as
an Olympic soccer venue unless
there was a vast improvement
in the condition of the surface.

Melbourne is set to host
eight matches at next year's

Olympics.

Victorias state sports minis-
ter Tom Reynolds said the pitch
would be covered with a supe-
rior surface and would be up to
Olympic and FIFA standards in
time to Kkick off the Games. He
said the plan was in place be-
fore Thursday night's match.
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CARNOUSTIE, Scotland,
July 16: Frenchman Jean Van
De Velde put himself on top of
the: Open Championship
leaderboard with a stunning
three-under par 68 here on Fri-
day, reports AFP,

- Weller put
behind bars

KARLSRUHE, Germany, July
16: Former lightweight Euro-
pean boxing champion Rene
Weller was jailed for seven
years on Friday after a German
court found him glgilt}r of sell-
ing around seven kilogrammes
of cocaine, reports Reuters.

Weller, 45, was found guilty
of selling drugs with a street
value of around 70,000 marks
(36,510 dollars) between 1992
anu_::l 1994. He was also found
Emliéﬁ of falsifying documents.

an

ing stolen goods and arms
offences.

German champion in 1981,
he won the European
Iighlweight title in, 1984 and
1988 and made his last profes-
sional appearance in 1993, af-
ter 53 fights of which he won 50.

Present leader of the British Open Golf Championship Jean Van De Velde smiles during a
media conference after his second round at Carnoustie yesterday.

British Open

De Velde leads the pack

And with the wind getting up
the 33-year-old is almost cetain
to be the half-way leader come
Friday night.

The nearest to him is Swe-
den's Jesper Parnevik who is
two-over but still with five
holes to play over the tough
finishing stretch.

Van De Velde has his eyes
firmly on the Auld Claret Jug.

"It is great to see my name on
top of the leaderboard today but
it will be even better if it is still
there when | walk down the
18th on Sunday,” he smiled.

"It would be great for the
sport in France if I can win,”
said the Geneva-based Van De
Velde.

The last Frenchman to win
the Open was Arnaud Massy in
1907 at Hoylake,

"You could say it was time
for another French win," said
Van De Velde.

His second-round score over
the toughest course in Open his-
tory was as near perfection as
has been seen here this week.

With only one bogey on his
card, Van De Velda thanked his

Putte.r for steering him into the
ead.

"I hit a lot of good shots but I
also sank a lot of good putts. |

L e

—AFP photo

was in danger a couple of times
but each time the putts fell.

"I have been playing well
this year but it hasn't quite gone
my way. | am trying to go for-
ward." added Van De Velde, who
has only won once on the Euro-
pean Tour - the Rome Masters
in 1993.

One shot behind Van De
Velde is Argentina's Angel
Cabrera with a two-round total
of 144,

Two shots back are Tiger
Woods and Greg Norman.,

Grafnot -
quitting
yet ?

BERLIN, July 16: Germany's
former world number one Steffi
Graf has denied she is ready to
:ﬁtifg lg; the end of the seasr?éld

e news agency re
here on WEdnesBdE}r. PRREEE

"Until now ['ve just said that
I will not play at Paris (French
Open) and at Wimbledon," said
30-year-old Graf.
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'—Breaking the
sex barrier

LONDON, July 16: A 15-
year-old schoolgirl is on the
verge of making history by
breaking into England's un-
der-15 boys' cricket team. re-
ports AP.

It was only last year that
the Marylebone Cricket Club.
the game's last bastion of male
exclusivity and cricket's for-
mer world gnveming body,
voted to admit women as
members for the first time.

But now Laura Harper, a
spin bowler from Cornwall, is
poised to become the first girl
to play at the under-15 boys'
level.

She's already reached the
penultimate selection phase
after being named in the West
of England boys team, and
England coach Paul Farbrace
is. by all reports, a huge fan.

England Cricket Board
spokeswoman Cath Harris
said there were no rules pre-
venting Harper from being se-
lected for an England boys
team.

"She's a very talented off-
spinner and the rules allow
for it at age 15 for her to play
for the England team," Harris
said. "And she's a good chance
on merits.” Paul Farbrace
thinks, "She's got a lot of po-
tential.”

Harper took up the sport at
age eight when her mother
su ted she go to a local club
to find something to occupy
her time. And she's played tﬁe
bulk of her cricket with the
boys ever since.

She's already achieved rep-
resentative honours in the
women's game, earning a
berth in the England under-17
squad.

On Saturday she's sched-
uled to fly out with the Eng-
land A squad for the European
Cup in Denmark.

Harris said England had a
"good crop" of young female
cricketers coming through.

Charlotte Edwards, 19,
scored a maiden test century
for England in the one-off test
against India on Thursday,
while 18-year-old Sarah
Colleyer is also in the English

Hnevi.llg.

“There's more chances for

ﬁirls to play cricket these
ays, even in the primary

schools with Kwik Cricket,

and girls like Laura are show-
ing how talented the girls can
be.” Harris said.

Matthaeus to
regain German
captaincy

BERLIN, July 16: Football
legend Lothar Matthaeus, who

has a world record 136 interna-

tional caps, is set to regain the
German captaincy, Berlin
newspaper Tagesspiegel re-
ported on Thursday, reports
AFP.

‘German coach Erich Ribbeck
was quoted as saying he would
probably give the captain's
arimband to Matthaeus in the
absence of striker Oliver Bier-
hotf at the Confederations Cup

in Mexico which begins later
this month.

The 38-year-old has already
captained Germany 67 times up
to December 1994 and then
lemporarily replaced Bierhofl
for their trip to the USA in
February.

"Lothar is completely ori-
ented towards the social side of
being a captain,” Ribbeck said.
"He knows how to help the
young players, not out of vested
interests, but from an attitude
of good team spirit."

Ribbeck also virtually as-
sured the Bayern Munich
sweeper a place in the Euro 2000
finals in Belgium and Holland
even if he goes to play for New
York before then.

Matthaeus holds the record
of playing in 25 matches spread
over five World Cup finals from
1982 to 1998, including a win as
skipper in 1990 in Italy.

Matthaeus also told German
football magazine Kicker he
could envisage becoming na-
tional coach one day. "If Erich
Ribbeck stops in four to six
years, I could imagine it.,"
Matthaus said,

France bank
L ]
on Pioline

PAU, France, July 16:
France are relying on first
round hero Cedric Pioline to see
them through their Davis Cu
quarterfinal against Brazil,
which begins here on Friday,
reports AFP.

Pioline's efforts saw France
through against Holland in
Nimes in April but he has suf-
lered from inconsistency since.

He won the Nottingham
tournament on the run-up to
Wimbledon, where he was a
ﬁuarterﬂnallst, but lost in the

rst round at Gstaad last week
in results which sum up his up-
and-down season.

Sebastien Grosjean plays the
first singles against Brazil's
Gustavo Kuerten followed by
Pioline against French Open

semifinalist Fernando Meli-
geni. '

Del Piero set
to return

CHATILLON, Italy, July 16:
Italy striker Alessandro Del
Piero is expected to make his
comeback for Juventus on
Monday after being sidelined
for eight months with a knee
injury, reports AFP.

Italian media said Del Piero
would play in a friendly nst
a local side at.the Turin side's
summer training camp in the
Alps.

Del Piero has not played
since he tore ligaments in his
left knee during a league match
on November 8.

His injury came just as he
appeared to be returning to
form after shaking off an ad-
ductor muscle injury which
wrecked his World Cup finals in
France.

...............

BEIJING, July 16 (AP): Three
slightly blurred photos have
left China with a sense that it
may have been robbed of possi-
ble victory in the Women's
World Cup.

The photos show US goal-

keeper Briana Scurry moving

forward to save a penalty by
Chinas Liu Ying in the nail-bit-
ing shootout that decided the
championship match after 120
minutes of goalless play. Scur-
Ey's lunging save opened the
oor for her team to win the
shootout 5-4 for the cup.

Even before the match, Chi-
nese media wondered whether
calls would be fair in the final
seen by some fans as a grudge
match. A victory, they felt,
might help avenge NATO's May
7 bombing of the Chinese Em-
bassy in Yugoslavia.

e frame-by-frame im

ol Scu taking a few steps
forward before Liu kicked her
penalty make the loss that
much harder to swallow.

‘America’'s goalkeeper broke
the rules," screamed tgeuﬂei'ing
Morning Post in a headline
above the photos.

Chines

Soccer rules forbid 'keepers
from moving off the line before
a penalty is taken. The referee's
failure to blow the whistle on
Scurry and allow Liu to retake
the penally “caused the Chinese
team to 'wrongly' occupy second
place.” it claimed.

Adding to the perceived in-
justice was Scurry’'s admission
to the Los M{Feles Times, like
the photos widely published by
Chinese state-run media, that
she knew she was breaking the
rules.

But Chinese soccer authori-
ties have decided to let the mat-
ler rest. '

"The referee's decisions are
final. An appeal could not alter
the resull,” state media quoted
Wang Junsheng, a vice chair-
man of China’s Soccer Associa-
tion, as saying.

Wang was also forgiving
about a chance China had to
clinch the game in extra time.
Fan Yunjie drove a header to-
ward the goal that American
midfielder Kristine Lilly
cleared off the line.

Chinese newspapers, citing a
CNN replay, said the ball
crossed the line and should
have made China the victor.
The Sh ai News published a
sketch of Lilly with her head
and the ball behind the line as
she knocked it out.

But Wang, the soccer official,

e feel cheated

said the shot was hard for the
referee to call and likened the
iticident to Diego Maradona's
"hand of God,” when the Argen-
Line star got away with fisting a
goal into England’'s net to ad-
vance to the 1986 World Cup

semifinals.

Maradona's infamous goal
showed that "when the referee
has ruled there can be no
change.” the Beijing Morning
Post quoted Wang as saying.

Despite losing the [inal, the
Chinese stars were feted as na--
tional heroines on returning
home. Hundreds of fans beatin
drums and cymbals greete
themm Monday at Beijing's air-

ort and Communist Party
eaders including President
Jiang Zemin honoured the team
with a reception at the capital's
Great Hall of the People.

State-run television has
produced a rock song for the
team, complete with ripping
electric guitar solos and a video
showing clips of them playing.
"Daughters of China, dauF,{:ﬂrs
of China, the motherland's
pride, the motherland's pride.”

goes the song.
A Hong Kong tycoon and leg-
islator, Timnthy Fok, on

Thursday offered the team 3
million yuan (362,000 dollars)

" to reward their efforts. the

China Daily reported Friday.

English transfers

LONDON, July 16
[AP): Costa Rican
striker Paulo Wa-
nchope wrapped
‘ul}a a deal with
est Ham and
German midfielder Dietmar

[ laimann was expected to switch
from Newcastle to Liverpool as
Premier League transfer
activity intensified Friday.

Wanchope is expected Lo
iransfer from Derby to Upton
Park in a 5.5 million dollar
deal, according to Hammers' of-
ficials.

The 22-year-old forward has
already agreed personal terms
and has only to pass a routine
medical to complete the deal
and get a new British work
permit to switch clubs,

- West Ham secretary Graham
Mackrell said Hammers' man-
ager H Redknapp could end
his search for a quality striker
and concentrate on Saturday's
InterToto match against
Finnish team Jokerit at Upton
Park.

"He's still just 22 and he's
only going t» get better,” said
Mackrell.

Wanchope joined Derby
from Herediano for 1.1 million
dollars two seasons ago, mak-
ing a big impact in his opening

ames but fading last year be-
ore he was placed on the trans-
fer list.

. The Rams are expected'tq re-
place Wanchope with Argen-

tinian siriker Esteban Fuertes
from Argentine club Colon de
Santa Fe in a 3.2 million dollar
deal.

Derby manager Jim Smith
reportedly made the deal during
the Rams' training camp in the
United States this week.

The 26-year-old Fuertes fin-
ished second in the scorers'’
standings in Argentina last
scason. He is a member of the
national squad but hasn't won a
[ull international cap.

"We have been looking for a
top striker and I believe that we
have got one,” Smith said. "He
was a proven goalscorer in Ar-

entina and that is a very tough
eague.”

Meanwhile, Liverpool and
Newcastle have agreed on a
price for Hamann. who only
has to agree terms with Res
manager Gerard Houllir to
complete a move 1o Anfield.

The German international.
who last season said he wanted
to join Arsenal because his
family hadn't adjusted to life on
the Tyneside, was described as a
"mercenary”’ by Newcastle sup-
porters.

Newcastle United Indepen-
dent Supporters Association
chairman Frank Gilmore said
Hamann, who still has four
years remaining on his con-
;aEtJall: ISt. James' Park. was

likely to demand: a quick
ﬁﬁ] frnm}rﬂnfie]d if he ng:nt a

,and we are
progress.”

better offer.

“In my opinion, he is a mer-
cenary,” Gilmore said. "That is
b?jsical!y the feeling on Tyne-
side.”

While Hamman is expected
to link with Liverpool the man
he is set to replace, outgoing
skipper Paul Ince, could be join-
ing Paul Gascoigne at Middles-
brough.

The 31-year-old England in-
ternational was last month told
there's no place for him at An-
field and was reportedly put o8
Pf-transfer list for 1.58 million
dollars.

Middlesbrough manager
Bryan Robson said if Ince was
available at such a discounted

rice, he'd be welcomed at
iverside.

"We have spoken to Liver-
pool,” Robson said. "It is now up
to Liverpool and Paul.”

"He (Ince) is a top interna-
tional... there could be good -
news for the fans in the next few
days.”

Robson hasn't made any
signings in the close season but
Middlesbrough spokesman
Dave Allan said the club was in
negotiations with several play-
Ers. |

"Paul is the sort of quality
player we would be looking for
but we are looking at several
dilferent pl ﬁvers at this time _

opeful Inf making

Toshack still
atisfied

uns

MADRID, Jul
(Reuters/Internet)
: Real Madrid
coach John
Toshack says he
still needs to
miake three new signings if his
club 11+ lo make a serious
challende on domestic and
Europcan Ironts.

An early assualt on the
transier market has already
seen Real secure six new players
lor the coming season, among
them former Liverpool mid-
fielder Steve McManaman,
Bosnian forward Elvir Balic

and Spanish internationals
Michel Salgado and Ivan
Helguera.

But Toshack, who returned
from his summer holiday on
Thursday to start work with his
new look squad, is hoping for
more new arrivals betore the
season starts on August 22.

"We absolutely have to
strengthen the squad,” Toshack
insisted. "If you look at a club
like Chelsea they have

something like 19 foreign
players on their books -- some-
thing unheard of in English
football. You need that kind of
squad these days.

"We definitely need to
strengthen the forward line,"
added the Welshman. "With
(Fernando) Morientes and Balic

e

JOHN TOSHACK
I'll sleep well at nights but we
have to be prepared lor every
eventuality.

"We're also looking for a cen-
lral defender and there's the
possibility ol a new goalkeeper
-- which could become a neces-
sity.”

Reial are looking at
Olvmpique Marseille striker
Florian Maurice as a possible
addition to the forward line,
with Valladolid's Brazilian cen-
tre back Julio Cesar the latest
target for the defence.

HONG KONG, July 16: After
fans swarmed the soccer field
and injured several players dur-
ing a recent Olympics qualifier,
organisers will build two extra
fences to avoid similar violence
al an upcoming Manchester
United exhibition match, a
newspaper reported Friday, re-
ports AP.

The Hong Kong Football As-
sociation, the organiser for
both matches, also has hired
six teams of security guards to _

rotect the players, staff mem-
ers and officials; the South
China Morning Post reported.

Security guards will also
man all three layers of fencing
at the sellout game between
Manchester United and Hong
Kong's South China on July 24
al the Hong Kong Stadium, the
newspaper said.

Officials did not immedi-
ately return phone calls for The
Associated Press seeking con-
firmation.

On June 20, three Malaysian
players and their coach were in-
jured during the quatifier be-
tween Nepal and Malaysia,
when Nepalese fans climbed the
fence and swarmed onto the

itch, The match had to be

alted before the end of regula-
tion play, although officials
have said the 1-1 tie will stand
as a final score.

FIFA, the sport's ruling
body, fined the Hong Kong asso-
ciation 15,000 US dollars.
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Juventus’ superstar Alessandro Del Piro ( R.

of Chatillon in the Italian Alps on July 15.

) training with his team at their summer camp .
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