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DV-99 winners allegedly
harassed at US mission

Many of the DV-99 winners
from Bangladesh are allegedly
being harassed at the US em-
bassy's consular section and
losing both their money and
chances of going to America,
reports UNB.

Immigration Advisory
Council, a body of immigration
lawyers, brought the allega-
tions at a press conference at
Jatiya Press Club vesterday.

“At least two thousand of the
DV-99 winners were refused
visas on the plea of some minor
mistakes ancF they lost about Tk
32 crore,” said Advocate Abdul-
lah Faruque. Chief Adviser of
the Council.

Some of the victims were
present in the news conference
and narrated their woes. The
appealed to US President Bill
Clinton and the embassy here
to give them another chance to
clarify their faults.

A poor family of three mem-
bers had to incur a huge finan-
cial loss of over Tk 90,000, in-
cluding US dollar 335.30 in
visa-processing fees.

"After visa refusal for minﬁr
mistakes, none of the appli-

in writing to the US embassy S
cants did get their money back,"  here and are waiting for their | | s v . o
said one of the brﬂken—hearts. T'Epl}l'," said AdVﬂCEltE ﬂhduuﬂh £ : ; B R e s : .
Over 7,000 Bangladeshis Farugque, A view of the city BNP protest rally at Purana Paltan yesterday., 5 8 — Star photo

have own DV-99 and about
4.000 faced interview for visa so
lar, almost half of whom were
lurned back for some mistakes,
newsmen were told.

Meanwhile, in an applica-

tion to the US President, the
Immigration Bar Association
of Bangladesh has alleged that
the applicants were declared
disqualified after payment of
the processing fees.

[t named a couple of con-
sular officers at the US mission

who were “jointly axin appli-

cants for minor mistakes — if

spelling of names or the signa-
ture of the aIEJp]i:::ants varies or
if the city of birth is not the

same as that of entry form or if
the dates of birth of the children

don't match into with the entry

form — lhDLéFh information
about the discrepancy is

already brought to knowledge of

the National Visa Centre.

"These poor applicants are
driven out of the embassy and
their money is confiscated. "
says the petition.

"We also informed our urge
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IDEB urges PM
to allot flats,

not plots

By Staff Correspondent

The Institute of Diploma
Engineers, Bangladesh (IDEB)
welcoming the Primme Minister's
decision to cancel plot allot-
ment in Baridhara, Banani and
Uttara urged her to allot flats
instead.

In a press release yesterday
IDEB said that residential plot
allotment in the city should
permanently be forbidden and
instead residential flats should
be allotted.

The release also said, the
city has limited space. So the
overnment should plan not on
‘horizontal mobility’ but on
vertical mobility’ by allotting
residential flats.

IDEB made the request at the
concluding day of its two-day
monthly meeting at city's
Kakrail area yesterday.
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Razzak visits DND
dam repair work

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak yesterday visited
Dhaka-Narayanganj Dam
[DND) to see the progress of the

repair and construction work of

the last

the dam damaged b
opods, re-

year's devastating
ports BSS.

The minister directed the
Bangladesh Water Development
Board (BWDB), which is imple-
menting the project, to take all
precautionary measures to pro-
tect the DND from any possible
flood this year.

He said the government
would not tolerate any irregu-
larities in the repair and con-
struction work to protect the
project.

Habibur Rahman Mollah,
MP, and senior officials of the
BWDB were present.

Later the minister visited
the sluice gates of the Water De-
velopment Board at Rampura.
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Noted educationist Prof Anisuzzaman (L) inaugurated the

solo painting exhibition by Mohammad Eunus at the
Shilpangan art gallery in the city yesterday.

Dacoity at

Mohammadpur

By Staff Correspondent

Dacoits robbed cash taka,
gold ornaments and valuables
worth about Tk 3.5 lakh after
stabbing the owner of the house
at Babar Road in Mohammad-
pur yesterday afternoon.

€ injured was identified as
Dr Rafiqul Islam who was ad.
mitted to a local clinic with
stab wounds in his abdomen,
according to his relatives.

A gang of about six dacoits
got inside the residence after
nnging the calling bell at about
4 pm.

When Dr Rafiqul Islam tried
to resist them, the robbers
stabbed him in his abdomen
and left the house with Tk 2.5
lakh in cash, gold ornaments
and other valuables.

Mohammadpur police said
last night that they have heard
about the incident and officials
visited the spot.

No case was filed till filing of
this report.

JCD procession
1n City

Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal
(JCD), student wing of the main
opposition BNP, will hold pro-
cessions in the city demanding
withdrawal of cases against its
leaders, reports UNB.

JCD will bring nutdpruces—
sion today in every ward and on
July 20 in every thana demand-
ing withdrawal of what they
said false cases against BNP
Dhaka City convenor Sadek
Hossain Khoka, MP, Nazimud-
din Alam, MP, JCD general sec-
retary Nasiruddin Ahmed Pintu

and other JCD leaders and
workers, said a press release.

First class 2nd
in M Pharm

Hamim Za-
hir, a Bangla-
deshi stude-
nt, has stood
first class se-
cond in the M
Pharm exam-
ination of
Delhi Uni-
versity under
the session
1998-99, says

a press release,

She also obtained first class
second position in the B Pharm
examination from the same
university.

Hamim leaves for Australia
on July 20 to attend Sidney
University for Ph.D. degree.

Hamim is the eldest daugh-
ter of Ms Shamim Zahir and
Zahirul Haq, photo Editor of
the Daily Janakantha.

GOP reunion
July 19

Ganotantrik Oikya Parishad
(GOP), an organisation of the
pro-liberation minded Regis-
tered Graduate of Dhaka Uni-
versity, will organise a reunion
at 4.30 pm on July 19 at Teach-
ers and Students Centre (TSC) of
the university, reports BSS.

The function would be or-
ganised with a view to winning
all the 25 seats to the Dhaka
University senate by the GOP
nominated panel, a press re-
lease said yesterday.

The decision was taken at a
meeting of the GOP yesterday at
the Bar Council Bhaban with its
Convenor Advocate Syed
Ahmed in the chair.

The meeting urged all like-
minded people and well-wish-
ers of the panel to attend the
function in time. the release

added.
Call for
expediting
CHT development

RANGAMATI, July 16: Min-
ister for Chittagong Hill Tracts
Affairs, Kalparanjan Chakma,
today instructed all the de-
partmental heads of the district
to expedite development activi-
ties properly, reports BSS.

He also advised the local de-
parimental heads to utilise the
fund properly in the public in-
terest. He was exchanging views
with them in a review meeting
held this evening at the local
circuit house.

Chairman of Rangamati Hill
District Council Ching Kew

Roaza and Deputy Commis-
sioner of the district, Shah
Alam were, among others, at-
tending the meeting.

The minister urged the
Power Development Board
(PDB) authorities to I:u'mlgl Zu-
rachhari and Belaichhari
thanas under electric supply
network.

Chakma today visited Bo-
radam, a tribal hamlet, sur-
rounded by Kaptai Lake, in
sadar thana of the district and
the venue where the heads of
development missions in
Bangladesh led by Finance
Minister Shah AMS Kibria
would likely to exchange views
with the tribal people living
there on July 22.

The minister is scheduled to
hold an exclusive meeting with
Chairman of Chittagong Hill
Tracts Regional Counci Jy-
otirindra Bodhipriya Larma
alias Shantu Larma at the local
circuit house tomorrow (July

17).

Five hurt
1n City
By Staff Correspondent

Five people, including two
womlen, were injured in sepa-
rate incidents in the city yes-
terday.

The injured were identified
as Mostafa, 26, Summi, 16, Saj-
jat Ali, 35, his wife Ilora Begum.
25, and Jamir Miah, 45,

The first incident took place
at Tikatuli in the city's Shutra-
pur area when Mostafa, a cable
operator, was returning from
his shop around 4 pm. A gang of
four led by Amin and Momen
stopped his rickshaw and de-
manded his valuables.

When Mostafa refused, the
ang stabbed on his hand and
elly and snatched away Tk

26,000 which he collected from
his client as rent.

Mostafa was rushed to the
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal (DMCH]} with critical in-
juries:.

When contacted Shutrapur
thana, the duty officer said that
they didn't hear anything and
none had gone to file any com-
plaint in this connection.

In the second incident.
summi was shot at Commis-
sioner Road in ecity's Shympur
area at about 12.30 pm yester-
day.

Sumini, was moving to her
sister's residence at Jurain by
rickshaw. when she reached
Commissioner Road. two rival
groups traded gun shots and she
received injuries in hand and
head.

officer of Shympur
Eiﬁ-'ﬁ‘ﬂd that police
visited the girl at the DMCH and
she is improving,

The last incident took place
at Sultaijl in city's Badda area
when a gang of miscreants led
by Anwar and Kabir attacked at
the residence of Sajjat Ali with
lethal weapons around 2 pm
yesterday.

The gang attacked the house
at Sultail and indiscriminately
chgpped Sajjat, his wife llora
and Jamir. They received in-

=

Juries during the attack. The

reason behind the attack was
previous enmity over land dis-
pute, it was learnt.

"Trial of Col Taher was
anti-constitutional’

Speakers at a meeting yes-
terday termed Col Taher's exe-
cution "brutal killing in a mock
trial” and demanded fresh trial
lo prove all the doings under
martial law were illegal, re-
ports UNB,

The "so-called" trial of Col
Abu Taher was anti-constitu-
tional and against the rule of
law, said eminent lawyers at a
discussion meeting on the issue.

Jatiya Samajtantrik Dal
(JSD] organised the meeting at
the National Sports Council
Auditorium ahead of the death
anniversary of Col Taher,
hanged on July 21, 1976 in
Dhaka Central Jail during mil-
itary rule following a political
Lopsy-turvy,

JSD President and Fisheries
and Livestock Minister ASM
Abdur Rab presided over the
meeting addressed, among oth-
ers, by Advocate Gaziul Hagqg,
Supreme Court Bar Association
president Barrister Shafiq
Ahmed, JSD general secretary
Hasanul Haq Inu and party
leader Nur Alam Ziku.

Advocate Gaizul Haq, one of
the lawyers who had moved for
Col Taher at the martial law
court, said the trial did not take
place properly and could be
challenged under the existing
law of the land.

"We could not present differ-
ent aspects of the case before the
courl ... we wanted to know why
Taher and others were con-
victed," he said. "We searched
for the motives of the case, but
failed."

"We could not dig out the
quarters' behind the case,
whether there was any local or
international conspiracy.” he
told the function, adding people
also remained in the dark about
the motifs of Bangabandhu
killing.

Barrister Shafiq said Col
Taher was killed as per a design
in the name of triaﬁ “The rea-
sonn was not mentioned while
the martial law was declared.
There is no provision in the
constitution for declaring mar-

tial law in the country.”

The court, where Taher's
trial was held, had no locus
standi and so it was illegal, he
opined. The court and other
military activities were le-
galised through the 5th and 7ih
amendments to the Constitu-
tion.

‘Bul, the activilies can be
challenged as those were illegal
by virtue of the Constitution "
he said. "It can be challenged
where the fundamental base of
the Constitution was scraped,”

The Supreme Court lawyer
observed the 5th and 7th
amendments were made to give
legal cover to the illegitimate
activities, "but the amendments
themselves were also illegal”,

JSD ]presidenl Rab said why
the trial of Taher killing could
not take place when the trial of
Bangabandhu killing took
place and the jail killings case
revived,

"The countrymen and the
freedom fighters hope o1 4
[resh trial of the ¢ase from the
government,” he said. adding
that further political killings
would stop through the trial.

‘It will prove that there is a
Constitution, law and judicial
system in the country,” []LE said.

Inu demanded of the gov-
ernment to declare all activities
in the martial law court illegal
and publish the White Paper on
such deeds during the period of
martial law.

"Unmask those who violated

the Constitution before the peo-
ple to give the democracy an in-
stitutional shape," he said.

JASAS rally
today

JASAS. cultural
BNP; will hold a rally at Muk-
tangan in the city today protest-
ing false cases filed against BNP
leaders including Sadek Hos-
sain Khoka. reports UNB,

Central leaders of BNP and
JASAS will address the rally,
sald a press release.
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Children are catching fish in the pumped out water from inside the flood protection dam at

Jahanabad, Mirpur in the city yesterday. — Star photo by Anisur Rahman

Concern over
PM’s statement

on confce centre

By Staff Correspondent

Sylhet Division Develop-
ment Council has expressed
deep resentient at the state-
ment of the Prime Minister re-
garding establishment of a
conlerence centre at the city's
Osmany Udyan.

The Council president Advo-
cate Abed Raja issued a state-
ment yesterday rebutting the
Prime Minister's argument of
having no option for setting up
such a centre in the city. He as-
serted that if government
wishes he can search out an al-
lernate site for the centre:

He also noted that no con-
scious citizen can support es-
tablishment of a centre felling
the trees of Osmany Udyan.

In a separate statement Abed
Raja expressed his concern at
non-implementation of the
runway expansion work of Os-
many International Airport de-
spite clear announcement [rom
the Prime Minister in that re-
spect,

Sajeda’s call to
determine state
of environment

Minister for Forest and En-
vironment Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury yesterday asked all
concerned to determine the lat-
esl stale of environment of the
country on the basis of proper
information to ensure sustain-
able development, reports BSS.

She was speaking as the
chiel guest at the certificate
awarding ceremorly among the
participants of the training
programme titled "Nationa
Training on Bangladesh State
of Environment Data Collec-
tion and Reporting” at a city ho-
tel on Thursday,

The Minister said the pre-
sent government had taken a
number of measures for the pro-
tection and development of en-
vironment.

Sajeda Chowdhury said
United Nations Environmental
Programme (UNEP) has been
entrusted with the task of for-
mulating a global state of envi-
ronment report with the aim of
determining the latest state of
global environment.

She said the report on the
Bangladesh's State of Environ-
ment would be formulated on
the basis of information to be
collected from different gov-
ermment and non-government
organisations.

The minister expressed the
hope that the government
would be able to formulate nec-
essary policy guidelines and
programime {0 attain sustain-
able development and face chal-
lenges of the twenty first cen-
tury after identifying the envi-
ronmental problems in
Bangladesh.

Tree fair drawing

heavy crowd in Ctg

CHITTAGONG, July 16: The
15-day long Tree Fair at Gym-
nasium premises and its ad-
joining areas of M A Aziz sta-
dium is drawing heavy crowd,
reports BSS,

The main theme of the fair is
Plant tree and save the envi-
ronment.” It was inaugurated by
Mayor of Ehittagnng City Alhaj
A B M Mohiuddin Chowdhury
on July 7.

Organised by the Chitla%un
City Corporation for the thir
time, there are around 45 stalls
with different wvarieties of
saplings in the fair, being vis-
ited by a huge member people
from all walks of life every day.

The floriculturists. even
from far flunk areas of the dis-
trict, are visiting the fair to
collect their favourite saplings
and seeds for their orchard as
well as for their homestead.

A considerable number of
rare saplings from home and
abroad are on sale at the fair.

Fair officials said many vis-
itors preferring rare saplings
for their gardens.

Speaker returns

Speaker Humayun Rasheed
Chowdhury returned home yes-
terday after attending the con-
ference of the World Council of
Former Foreign Ministers in
Moscow, reports UNB.

In the conference, the
Speaker focussed on the proba-
ble role of various regional
groups, including SAARC and
ASBEAN, in establishing peace
and resolving various bilateral
and inter-country problems in
the next millennium.

Ashrayan Project

350 families
rehabilitated
in Noakhali

NOAKHALI, July 16: Once
they had endured the worst of
life passing days under open
sky. Now they are happy as
their worst days are over. Some
350 homeless families in Sadar
and Hatia thanas have been re-
habilitated in 35 barrack-like
houses under Ashrayan Project,
reports UNB.

"We do not demand a lot. Our
basic demands are shelter and
three meals a day, and we have

ot the shelter, so we are
appy.” said a member of the
rehabilitated families.

Officials said 255 barrack-
like houses in three thanas of

the district under Ashrayan
Project are being constructed
tor rehabilitation of homeless
families.

They said Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina had directed
them to rehabilitate the home-
less people of Companyganij,
Hatia and Sadar thanas of the
district through cooperatives.

The rehabilitated families
il the two thanas have already
formed nine cooperatives.

The officials said some 279
dcres of land have been ac-
quired for construction of 202
barrack-type houses in Sadar
thana under the supervision of
army.

In Hatia thana, 46 acres of
land have been acquired for
consiructing 46 houses while 10
acres in Companyganj thana
for seven houses.

Seminar on
population
held

Labour and Employment
Minister M A Mannan yester-
day stressed the need for con-
verting the huge population of
the country into manpower, re-
ports BSS.

"The government of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina places
emphasis on the spread of tech-
nical education side by side
with general education to
achieve this target," he said in a
speech 1o a seminar organised
on the concluding day of self-
employment training course in
the city.

The seminar, Population is
Not the Problem — Population
is Its Solulion, was organised
by Bangladesh Employment
Association and Sﬂ]ﬁﬂmpl{}y—
ment Finance.

Presided over by chief ad-
viser ol the organisation Na-
tional professor Prof Kabir
Chowdhury, the function was
addressed . among others, by
Whip of the Jatiya Sangsad Prof
Khaleda Khanom, Director

+ General of Manpower Bureau

Abul Kalam Azad and General

Secretary of the organisation

Prof Deen Mohammad.

Mannan said: "The govern-
ment has taken initiatives to
set up 11 more {echnical train-
ing Centres in as many greater
districts.”

He said that the government
had decided to set up a technical
training centre for women in
Dhaka and five others in as
many divisional headquarters,

Hr urged non-government
orgarnisations to come forward
for this purpose.

Fifty students from different
schools took part in the course,

The Bharily Star 11

Three rivers
flowing above
danger level

Although the monsoon is

less active over the country, the
river Padma, Surma and Kushi-
yara are still flowing above
danger level in four points,
reports UNB.
__In the Ganges basin, Padma
recorded further rise by 3 em at
Bhagyakul and was flowing
17cm above danger level at the
point. It also rose by 24 cm each
at Pankha and Rajshahi and 13
¢m at Hardinge Bridge points.

In the same basin, the Mo-
hananda at Chapainawabganj
marked further rise by 23 cm
and the Gorai rose by 12 cm at
Gorai Railway Bridge.

In the Meghna basin, the
Surma is flowing above danger
level by 39 em at Kanaighat and
17 em at Sunamganj although it
recorded fall by 16 cm each at
Kanaighat and Sylhet and 10
cm at Sunamganj. The Kushi-
yara also marked fall by 13 em
at Amalshid and was flowing
29cm above danger mark.

The Flood Information Cen-
tre said almost all the rivers in
Brahmaputra and South East-
ern Hill basins recorded fall
and are flowing below their re-
spective danger levels.

Bangladeshi
students attend
UNIS confce
in New York

Four Bangladeshi girl stu-
dents from the Mulberry School
of the Tower Hamlets of London
recently went to New York as
British delegation to attend the
UN conference on Civil Con-
flicts and its Global effects. re-
ports BSS.

The four students-Irina: Hus-
sain, Kibria Begum, Syeda
Khanom, and Sheila Begum,
along with the delegates from
60 other countries, took part in
group discussions and work-
shops designed by the United
Nations' International School
(UNIS) tp stimulate talks on k
Issues, according to a delaye
message received from London
taday,

The lucky students earned
their places at the conferences
by winning a competition or-
ganised by the school. They had
tlo prepare and deliver a one-
minute speech about their rea-
sons for willingness to visit the
UN,

This is the second time that
Mulberry school has been in-
vited to the Big Apple. Last year
four pupils and two teachers at-
tended the conference on Tech-
nology and Communications in
the 21st century and their im-
pact on society.”

One electrocuted
in Pirojpur

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, July 16: One was
electrocuted at Atarkhali vil-
lage under Bhandaria thana of
Pirojpur district 1his morning.

gccnrding to witnesses the
victim Rashid Mirdhar, 46, met
the tragic end while cutting a
branch of a tree. He suddenl
came in tonch with high volt
live electric wire of REB nearby
and fell on the ground.

He died on way to hospital.

Pakistan admits crossing
into Indian territory

ISLAMABAD, July 16 : The
Pakistani authorities admitted
for the first time Friday that
their troops crossed into Indian
territory during two months of
fighting in Kashmir, the BBC
reported here, reports AFP,

There was "occasional and
aggressive patrolling” by Pak-
i1stani troops on the Indian side
of the Line of Control (LaC) that
divides Kashmir, General Per-
vez Musharraf told the BBC in
an interview on the frantline.

Musharral, the head of the
Pakistani army, said this had
been done to pre-empt any pos-
sible Indian attack on Pak-
istan,

PakKistan has until now
consistently denied Indian ac-
cusations both that its forces
crossed into Indian-adminis-
tered Kashmir or that they
fought alongside Moslem guer-
rillas,

While it openly conducted
artillery duels with India, it de-
scribed all the fighters in In-
dian territory as Kashmiri
freedom fighters.

India has maintained its
soldiers were mainly fighting
Fakistani troops.

Musharraf's admission

came as the guerrillas contin-
ued withdrawing from key
heights in Indian Kashmir.
Also in the interview,
Musharraf accused India of try-
ing to hide the true extent of the
casualties it suffered in its ef-
forts to evict the guerrillas.

He added he hoped the with-
drawal of the insurgents would
be completed by Saturday,

On Sunday Pakistani and
Indian senior officers agreed on
a military "disengagement” and

. the guerrillas began to retreat,

A week earlier Pakistani
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharif
announced he would attempt to
persuade the guerrillas to with-
draw, still insisting they were
not under his control despite
international scepticism.

Pakistan controls the
northern third and India the
southern two-thirds of the dis-
puted Himalayan territory.
Both claim all of the region and
have fought two of their wars
since 1947 over its ownership,

The latest crisis in Kashmir
attracted international concern
as tensions soared between the
two arch-rivals. which both
conducted nuclear weapons
tests last year.

UNSC may see
reform within
a year: Annan

PRAGUE, July 16 : The UN
Security Council could be re-
formed within six or 12
months, UN Secretary General
Kofi Annan said here Friday af-
ter talks with Czech Foreign
Minister Jan Kavan, reports
AFP.

Annan said the body must
be reformed to allow nine Secu-
rity Council countries to over-
come the veto that a single
country can impose,

"The Kosovo conflict clearly
demonstrated the need for a re-
form of the Security Council,”
the UN chief said, expressing
regret that "the NATO bombing
in Yugoslavia took place with-
out the consent of the Security
Council,”

While no Security Council
vote was held on a resolution
supporting the bombing, it was
widely assumed that Russia and
China -- two permanent mem-
bers of the council -- would have
blocked one.

Annan is to meet with Czech
President Vaclav Havel and
other political leaders during
his two-day visit. '

Russian police
detain Chechen
security minister

MOSCOW, July 16 : Moscow
police on Friday arrested the
security minister of the sepa-
ratist Chechen republic in an
incident Grozny denounced as a
provocation aimed at torpedo-
ing a key summit between the
two sides, reports AFP.

Prosecutors said that T;.n'd

al-Ali Atgerivev was arreste
or his rnt]ge in a January 1996
attack by Chechen gunmen on
the southern Russian town of
Kizlyar in which at least 20
Russians and 13 Chechens were
killed.

That raid was staged by
Chechen warlord Salman
Raduyev and came amid a
bloody 1994-96 war for inde-
pendence that ended in the
north Caucasus republic's de
facto independence. .

The 300-strong group of
Chechens then took 160
hostages during a raid End]rﬁlm
a Russian military assault that
saw most of the gunmen slip
away undetected. Many remain
on Russia's wanted list to this
day.



