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Adequate security
cover for Dilip

Kumar
NEW DELHI, July 15: The

centre has decided to provide

adequate security cover to film
star Dilip Kumar who is under

pressure from Shiv Sena to re-
turn Pakistan's Nishan-e-Im-

tiag award, reports PTL

Dilip Kumar, who along with
his actress wife Saira Banoo,
called on union home Minister

L K Advani here this evening.
He told reporters that the gov-

ernment has confirmied about
proviuing adequate security
cover to him in the wake of

Shiv Sena's threat.

The thespian, who spent
about an hour with Advani at
his residence. Termed the meet-

ing as only a courtesy call.

Kumar, who decided not to
return Pakistan's second high-

est civilian award after a meet-

ing with Prime Minister A B Va-

jpayee on Sunday, had on Tues-

day urged the centre to take pro-
active steps to defuse the situa-
tion arising out of Shiv Sena's
insistence that the return the
award in the wake of Pakistani

incursion in Kargil,

if the situation is not defused
it could take a communal
colour. The flm star had told
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Dilip Kumar
also called on Communist
of India General Secre-
tary A B Bardhan and National

Party

General Secretary D Raja.

Assam separatist
group offers
peace talks

GUWAHATI, india. July 15;:

A tribal separatist group in the.

north-eastern Indian siate of
Assam has announced a unilat-
eral ceasefire, and said it was
ready to talk peace with New
Delhi, reports AFP.

The outlawed Bodo Libera-
tion Tigers (BLT) said its deci-
sion to suspend all operations
was taken in view of the mili-
tary conflict in Kashmir.

"India is facing a national
crisis, and in such a situation
foreign [(intelligence) agencies
are taking advanta%% to work
against the country. So we have
decided to stop our operations,”
a BLT spokesman said.

“We would also like to hold
talks with the government."

The BLT is one of the three
main separatist groups active
in the Bodo-dominated tribal
region of Assam, a sprawlin
state rich in oil and tea an
bordering Bangladesh.

The BLT was blamed in Oc-
tober last year for a powerful
bomb explosion in this Assam
capital which killed 10 people
and wounded 50 others,

Some 10,000 people have
been killed in the past 10 years
in separatist and ethnic vio-
lenice in Assam.

SC defers
execution of
Rajiv killers

NEW DELHI, July 15: India's
supreme Court Thursday de-
ferred until August 16 the execu-
tion of four people sentenced to
death for the assassination of
former Indian prime minister
Rajiv Gandhi in 1991, reports
AFP.

The four, two Indians in-
cluding a woman and two Sri
Lankans, had appealed to the
court for a review of the sen-
tence.

The Supreme Court had in
June postponed the execution
on the same grounds.

On May 11. 19 peaple were
freed after being acquitted of
murdering Gandhi, but the
death sentence passed in Jan-
uary last year was confirmed
for the remaining four.

Rajiv Gandhi, premier from
1984 to 1989, was killed by a
female suicide bomber belong-
ing to Sri Lanka's Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) at
an election rally in the south-
ern state of Tamil Nadu on May

21, 1991,
As premier, Gandhi had sent

Indian troops to Sri Lanka in
1987 to help end an: ethnic sepa-
ratist war being waged by the
LTTE.

. The troops soon became the
target of the LTTE, who saw
them as siding with the Sri
Lankan government. Nearly
1,200 Indian soldiers died be-
fore the force was finally with-
drawn.

The LTTE has repeatedly de-
nied it killed Gandhi,

Ex-Afghan king
Zahir Shah’s
aide killed
in Pakistan

QUETTA, Pakistan, July 15:
An Alghan politician linked to
Afghanistan's former king Za-
hir Shah has been assassinated
in Pakistan, officlals and police
said Thursday, reports AFP.

Abdul Ahad Karzai, a former
diplomat, was gunned down by
two assailants late Wednesday
as he came out of a mosque after
prayers, an official statement
said.

The gunmen. armed with au-
tomatic rifles, arrived on a
motorcycle and drove off im-
mediately after the sh:}ntan.

Two other worshippers, both
Pakistanis, were also killed in
the firing outside the mosque
located at a marketplace in
Quetta, capital of Pakistan's
southwestern Baluchistan
province bordering Afgha-
nistan, the statement said.

Family sources said Karzai,
who had been living in the
United States, had arrived in
Pakistan a few days ago.

Police said they had no im-
mediate idea as to the motive
for the killings.

Raids were conducted by the
police in different parts of the
city overnight in a bid to trace
the killers, a police spokesman
said.
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BEIJING, July
a fresh bid to disprove a US
congressional report
charged it with stealing Ameri-
can nuclear secrets, said toda
it had mastered neutron bom
technology in the 1970s and
1980s, orts Reuters.

race in those years gave China

to carry oult research and devel-
opment of nuclear weapons
technology and improve its nu-
clear weapons systems,"” said a
cabinet oifice report.

That included "mastering in
succession the neutron bomb
design technology and the nu-
clear weapon miniaturisation
technology,” it said.

The report did not say when
China developed the neutron
bomb or whether it had con-
ducted tests, begun mass pro-

15: China, in
that

An all-out US-Soviet arms

"no other choice but to continue

duction or deployed the weapon.

‘Since China has already
possessed atom bomb and H-
bomb technologies, il is quite
logical and natural for it to
master the neutron bomb tech-
nology through its own efforts
over a reasonable period of
time,"” said the report by the In-
formation Office of the State
Council, China's cabinet.

The BO-page report, titled
"Facts Speak Louder Than
Words and Lies Will Collapse By
Themselves — Further Refuta-
tion of the Cox Report,” saild

China conducted its first nu-*

clear test in October 1964 and
its first hydrogen bomb test in
June 1967.

The Cox report, released on
May 25 by a special house panel
chaired by Representative
Christopher Cox, said China
had acquired US secrets about
seven nuclear weapons and the

neutron bomb through 20 years

of espionage and tested a neii-
tron bomb in 1988. '

The rebuttal to the Cox Re-
port was presented by Informa-
tion Office Minister Zhao
Qizheng, who largely repeated
criticisms of the US spying al-
legations he made at a news
conference in late May, when he
accused US officials of slander
and racism.

Zhao, reading from the re-
port. said the Cox report's por-
trayal of Chinese scientists,
students and businessmen as
part of Beijing's espionage ac-
tivities was "t icﬂ.lp racial dis-
crimination and a deadly insult
to the Chinese nation.!

‘It marks the reappearance
of McCarthyism ... and reflects
the aberrant personality of
some American politicians
hostile to China's development
and becoming powerful.” it said.

It was unclear why China

- chose to issue a secon rebuttal
to the Cox report or why the of-

ficial Xinhua news agency is-
sued an urgent story highlight-
ing China's possession of neu-

tron bomb technuin?-
e neutron omb an-

nouncement came amid a row
with rival Talwan, which
abandoned the "one China"
Pn]icy that has been the basis
or maintaining peaceful ties
between the rivals.

The reminder of China’s nu-
clear prowess also coincided
with a commentary in the Lib-
eration Army Daily newspaper
which said the 2.5 million-
strong People's Liberation
Army was "furiously indignant"
with Taipei and underscored
China's longstanding threat to

invade if Taiwan declared inde-

pendence.

Neutron bombs are nuclear"

bombs with higher levels of ra-
diation and lower levels of ex-
plosive power.

"What that means is that it
kills people while leaving in-
frastructure in place," said
Robert Karniol, Bangkok-based
Aslan correspondent of Jane's
Defence Weegly.

“You can sort of blow up a
city and kill everybody in the
city but the buildings don't get
destroyed,” he said. Karniol
said he did not know how far
China had advanced its neutron
prngramme.

hina is one of the world's
five declared nuclear powers,
along with the United States,
Russia, Britain and France.,

India and rival Pakistan
conducted nuclear tests last
year, and both have missiled
and are considered capable to
arming them with nuclear war-
heads.

Taiwan on high alert

TAIPEI, July 15: Taiwan is
on high alert and closely moni-
toring the movements of the
People’s Liberation Army, the
defence ministry said Thursday
after Beijing warned it would
crush anc;,v attempts to split the
mainland, reorts AFP.

"It is our gl'al:ﬁl:ﬂ to always
stand on high alert," an official

from the military spokesman's
office said.

"We are also closely watch-

ing deployment of the Chinese
Communist forces." he said,

Beijing threatened Wednes-
day to use force against the is-
land to protect national
sovereignty after President Lee
Teng-hui declared that Taiwan
was a separate, sovereign state,

"Fhe Chinese People's Liber-
ation Army is ready at any time
to safeguard the territorial in-
tegrity of China and smash any

attempts to separate the coun- -

try.” Defense Minister Chi Hao-
tian said.

"Taiwan is a province of
China, and China's soverei ty
and territorial integrity a,i]:]l::w
no separation,” Chi said, ac-
cording to a Xinhua report,

Lee infuriated Beljing by
telling Germany's Deutsche
Welle radio station Saturday

- that cross-strait ties should be

redefined as ‘nation-to-nation,

or at least as special state-to.
state relations.”

He restated his sovereignty
claim Tuesday telling Hon-
duran Foreign Minister Roberto
Flores Bermudez that: "The Re-
public of China (Taiwan's offi-
cial name) has always been a
sovereign state, not a local gov-
ernment.”

Beijing had been blinded to
historical and legal realities in
viewing Taiwan as a "renegade
province," he said, '
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in Delhi

NEW DELHI, July 15: About
1,000 Hindu militants were ar-
rested here Thursday after a
noisy street protest to demand
the scrapping of an India-Pak-
istan bus service launched five
months ago. reports AFP.

The demonstrators from the
Shiv Sena party were detained
after they smashed through a
police barricade near parlia-
ment. There was no other vio-
lence and the activists were ex-
gected to be freed later in the

ay.

The Shiv Sena is a rabidly
-anti-Muslim party headed by
Bal Thackeray, a firebrand
Hindu politician who is also an
ally of India’s ruling Hindu na-
tionalists.

Thursday's demonstration
was organised to demand an
erid to the New Delhi-Lahore
bus service in protest at the
Pakistan-backed Muslim

guerilla incursion into Indian
Kashmmir.

The infiltration forced New

Anti—Pakistan protest
1000 held

Delhi to launch a major mili-
tary offensive on May 9 to evict’
the infiltrators.

"After what Pakistan has
done by sending armed guerril-
las into Kashmir, this bus ser-
vice must not be continued an
longer," said Narendra Bhatti, a
P

ar%v_lltader. _
' e bus service was inaugu:

rated amid great fanfare by In-
dian Prime Minister Atal Be-
hari Vajpayee, who took the bus
to travel to Pakistan and hold
talks with his Pakistani coun-

terpart Nawaz Sharif.
’?‘he service was hailed as a

step in promoting peace be-
tween the two South Asian ri-
vals, who have fought three
wars since independence in
1947 -- two of them over Kash-
IT11T.

The Shiv Sena had threat-
ened to sabotage the bus service
in February itsell but its leader
Thackeray was eventually per-
suaded by New Delhi to fall into
line.

Activists from the Hindu e

xtremist

el

s VR

group Shiv Sena shout slogans as tey ufuled a

gian

banner in front of a police barricade during a protest near parliament yesterday.

— AFP photo

Myanmar govt sets condition
< for talks with NLD

BANGKOK, July 15: The mil-
itary government in Myanmar
has hinted that it might be
ready for a dialogue with pro-
democracy leader Aung San Suu
Kyi's party if she dissolves a
committee whose creation has
led to hundreds of arrests, re-
ports AP. :

But though there has been no
immediate reaction, Suu K
has rejected similar demands
before, saying the committee —
representing a parliament
elected in 1990 that has never
been allowed to meet — will re-
main until the government fi-
nally lets the legislature con-
vene.

Telephones to the homes of
NLD leaders were not working
Thursday, as is normally the
case,

The government issued the
condition Wednesday in an in-
lormation sheet faxed to news
organizations in Bangkok, urg-
ing" the National League for
Democracy party to be more

‘pragmatic.”

The statement came a week
after a European Union diplo-
matic delegation visited the
Southeast Asian coun and
met the ruling generals and Suu
Kyi to promote a solution to the
political deadlock.

On Monday, Suu Kyi, winner
of the 1991 Nobel Peace Prize,
urged the Association of South-
€ast Asian Nations to pressure
the leaders of member state
Myanmar, also known as
Burma, to open a dialogue with

her ;;'lar!: ;

The EU, which has economic
and diplomatic sanctions
against Myanmar, wants to im-
Brnve relations with ASEAN

ut cannot until the regime im-
proves its human-rights record.
The EU attended a recent
meeting between the two blocs
only on condition that repre-
sentatives from Myanmar
stayed silent.

The government said disso-
lution of the committee could
lead to unspecified "interac-
tion" with the opposition.

Blgllil:l_" -No possibility of immediate

FlOOdS kills 2 ill China: Twenty-four

hours of torrential rain in parts of northwest China have left
two dead and two missing, local officials said Thursday. AFP

reports from Beijing.

"We can confirmn that two people have died and two are
missing but cannot offer any further information at this point,”

a spokesman for

floods affecting

the Yanchi
Headquarters told AFP. Heavy
(4.8 inches) in just two hours
more than 60,000 people in Yanchi

County Anti-Flooding

rain, including 120 millimeters

on Tuesday morning, caused
ounty fn

the Ningxia Hui Autonomous Region, the Xinhua news agency

said,

Arafat meets Eg P

Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat h

airport Wednesday with E

tian FM:

ef talks at Helsinki

gyptian Foreign Minister Amr Mussa,

the Finnish daily Helsingin Sanomat reported, AFP reports

from Helsinki.

The two, who are separately making visits to Finland, have

each scheduled talks on the peace
Finnish President Martti Ahtisaari, w

Emcess Thursday with
ose country holds the

rotating six-month presidency of the European Union (EU).
Arafat's airplane landed an hour before schedule in order to
synchronise his arrival in Finland with the Egyptian dele-

Jjation], the report .

€se

President in Mongolia: |

Chinese President Jiang Zemin arrived Thursday for a three-
day state visit to Mnn%n]ia- aimed at consolidating relations

into the 21st century,

reports from Ulan Bator.

Jiang was greeted at the Bryant Uhaa Airport by Mongolia's

Minister of External Relations.

ambassador to China Da
Ambassador to Mongolia,

Vice-Premier Qian
Chinese journalists.

further consolidate and develo

Nyam-Osorin Tuyaa,

a Tsakhilgaan and the Chinese

i Zhijia. Jiang is accompanied by

Qichen and an entourage of officials and
"China has always attached fgrﬂ.'ert impor-

tance Lo its relations with Mongolia. It is China's

a long-term, stable, sound and

irm policy to

mutually trusting Sino-Mongolian relationship,” Jiang, quoted
by the Xinhua news agency, told reporters at the airport.

Colombian

ce talks Monda

]

Peace talks belween Ehe Colombian government and tﬁg

nation’'s most powerful leftist rebel Eruup will open on Monday,
ays o

officials said Wednesday, after six

[ the fiercest guerilla

offensive in decades, AFP reports from Bogota.

The government's High Commissioner for Peace, Victor
Ricardo, announced the date for the talks -- which had been
postponed -- following a meeting with leaders of the Revolu-

tiona

participation o

Armed Forces of Colombia (FARC). The talks were
initially to he%in July 7 but were

put off to ensure the

international monitors.

Blasts kill two in Algeria: rvo

people were Kkilled and four were injured when bombs set b
Islamic extremists exploded in the Larbaa region about 3
kilometres (20 miles) from the Algerian capital, a paper re-

ported Thursday, AFP r

eports from Algiers.

Es-Sahafa daily said a first bomb in the area southeast of the

capital blew up overnight Tuesday

. killing two people and

wounding two others. The second device, laid near a water tank,

injured two soldiers the same nigh

t. The losions occurred as

Algeria was hosting a well-attended 35th summit of the
Organisation of African Unity (OAU), which took place from
Monday to Wednesday and where leaders from across the
continent tackled means of settling conflicts by peaceful means.

Voter registration begins
in E Timor today

UNITED NATIONS, July 15:
Secretary-General Kofi Annan
gave the go-ahead for voter reg-
istration to begin in East Timor
on Friday in preparation for a
crucial ballot on the future of
the disputed territory, reports
Reuters,

But in a letter to the UN Se-
curnity Council late on Wednes-
day, he said he would assess the
situation again halfway
through the registration period
to determine whether the ballot
could go ahead as scheduled on
August 21 or August 22.

The start of voter registra-
tion had been viewed as tanta-
mount to allowing the ballot,
‘postponed- once already, to go
ahead as scheduled. ~, -

Annan had delayed voter
registration by three days, from
Tuesday to Friday, to give him-
self more time to evaluate the
violence, mainly from pro-
Jakarta militia who do not
want to see the territory become
independent.

e UN-organised ballot al-
lows the people of East Timor to
choose between independence

| or autonomy within Indonesia.

Indonesia invaded the territory
in 1975 and annexed it a year
later in an action not recog-
nised by the world community.

1 have decided to begin the
redistration based on positive
assurances by the Indonesian
authorities, on the condition
that meaningful visible im-
provemernts in the security sit-
uation will be observed in the
immediate future.” Annan said.

He said the UN Mission in
East Timor (UNAMET) "will
continue to keep the security
situation constantly under re-
view and I intend to make an-
other assessment of conditions
based on its objective evalua-
tion, halfway through the regis-
tration period.”

At that time, he said, he
would determine whether there
was ‘"enough significant
progress” to continue registra-
tion in an atmosphere "free of
intimidation."

Under accords signed by In-
donesia and Portugal on May 5,
the United Nations has to cer-
tify whether the security situa-
]tic-n is safe enough for the bal-
ot.

resumption of Indo-Pak talks

MUMBAI, July 15: There
was no possibility of immediate
resumgtinn of talks between
Islamabad and New Delhi de-
spite Pakistan's assurance of
withdrawal ‘of intruders from
Kargil sector, union informa--
tion and broadcasting Minister
Pramod Mahajan said here yes-
terday, reports PTI.

Though the Sharif govern-

ment has assured that it will -

ask Mujahideens to withdraw
from the Kargil, the Pakistani
premier has made no commit-
ment towards the sanctity of
the line of control and has even
supported the Mujahideens,
Mahajan told a news confer-
ence.

Such ‘a conflict cannot be
solved through a war but only
through talks, he said adding

that however. with the country
going to polls and a caretaker
overnment at the centre a dia-
ogue for long-term peace pro-
cess was not possible.

The senior BJP Leader said
‘we should now consider any as-
surance from Pakistan as a
Gospel truth but take whatever
the neighbouring nation says
with a pinch of salt.

We will have to take all these
facts Into consideration before

the dialogue is resumed with

Pakistan, Mahajan said adding
new governmernt coming to
power after the elections would
have to resume the dialogue for
a permanent solution.

We have neither offered safe
passage to the intruders nor de-
clared a ceasefire, he replied,

If Prime Minister Alal Bi-

one to

hari Vajgayee had not
y bus we would: not

Lahore

. have got so much support from

the global community on
Kargil. It is a victory of Indian
diplomacy, he said.

To a query, Mahajan did not
rule out all-party dJist:ussmns
on resumption of talks with
Pakistan. In September. India
would have to address itself not
only to the general elections but
also elections at the United Na-
tions, he said reilerating there
could be no talks in these cir-
cumsiances,

Operation Vijay will con-
tinue till all the intruders with-
draw, he said adding if Pak-
Istan rejected the July 16 dead-
ltng for the pull-out from

Kargil, Indian army will kick
theni out.

e

Five killed in Iranian
crackdown: Amnesty

LONDON, July 15: At least
five demonstrators were killed
in clashes with the security
forces in Iran in recent days,
Amnesty International said
Wednesday, calling for an im-
partial inquiry into the deaths.
reports AFP. !

The London-based human
rights organisation said that,
according to reports it had re-
ceived, dozens of people had
also been injured and hundreds
had been arrested, some of
whom may be prisoners of con-
science;

"As a first step, the Iranian
authorities should fulfil their
commitments to
fully and impartially the
killings and serious attacks
and bring to justice all those
found to be responsible." it said
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Washington, DC.

— AFP photo

investigate

in a statement.

The Iranian authorities
have said two people were killed
in the worst unrest in the Is-
lamic Republic 'since the after-
math of the 1979 Islamic Revo-
lution.

One person died Thursday
night in a police raid on a
Tehran University dormitory --
the incident which sparked six
daﬁrs ol student unrest -- and the
other during protests in the
northwestern city of Tabriz,

Hundreds of protestors were
arrested during street battles
Tuesday, many of them de-
tained by thousands of plain-
clothes Islamic militiamen
who gatrniled the city centre
armed with clubs, chains and
makeshift weapons.

-Talibaﬁ won’t force

out Laden

DUBAI, July 15: The Islamic
Taliban militia in power in
Kabul refuses to suspected
terrorist Osama bin Laden who
is wanted in the United States
unless he accepts, an Arab
newspaper reported Thursday,
reports AFP. |

"We have no objection if bin
Laden accepts.," the official
spokesman for the Taliban
supreme leader, Mulla Mo-
hammad Omar, told the Lon-
don-based Asharq Al-Awsat.

"But we will not take the ini-
tiative to hand him over to an-
other party and we will not
force him to leave Afgha-

nistan,” said Wakil Ahmad
Mutawakel.
The paper said the

spokesman was interviewed
during a visit to the United
Arab Emirates (UAE), one of
only three countries to have
recognised the Taliban as
Afghanistan’'s government.

His mission was to examine
the possibility of bin Laden be-
ing tried in a neutral coun
where he has not been indicted,
it said.

Mutawakel said the Taliban

had also had "meetings and

ntacts N
ﬁ?ﬂ %%t aﬁ%itzgli%tl% 01:11{?“ a“['i%‘
US embassy in Islamabad and
the Taliban represéntative In
New York, to discuss bin
Laden's case,

"We will not dllow him to
carry out hostile activities
against others from our terri-
tory,” he pledged, adding that
the assurance had been passed
on to both Washington and
Riyadh.

Washington suspects the
millionaire Islamic militant
who has been stripped of his
Saudi nationality of plotting
the August 1998 attacks on the
US embassies in Nairobi and
Dar es Salaam that killed 224
people.

Bin Laden was also impli-
cated in the bombing of New
York's World Trade Centre in
1993 and of a US military com-
plex in Saudi Arabia in 1996.

According to Mutawakel,
Bin Laden is in Afghanistan
under the guard of a special
surveillance committee, but the
Taliban leadership is not aware
of his exact whereabouts.

Barak arrives
in Washington

WASHINGTON, July 15: Is-
raeli Prime Minister Ehud
Barak is ected to lay out his
plan for unblocking the Middle
East peace process when he
meets Thursday with President
Bill Clinton, w‘l‘{m said he was
thrilled at the prospect, reports
AFF;

Barak arrived late Wednes-
day at Andrews Air Force Base,
where he was met by US Assis-
tant Secret of State for the
Middle East, Martin Indyck,
and Israeli Ambassador Zal-
man Shoval.

US officials, led b
who said the visit of the dovish
Barak made him feel like a "kid
with a new toy."” could barely
contain their excitement at the
prospects for peace through a
resumption of the stalled Wye
River land-for-peace deal.

At the same time though, a
sense of caution prevailed in
Washington, manifest in the
remarks of diplomats and State
Department officials to the ef-
fect that much hard work lies
ahead.

“There is no question that we
feel this is a new opportunity
n::iv,“ said one senior US offi-
cial.

Clinton |

' Protestants boycott |
N Ireland assembly

_BELFAST, July 15: Northern
Ireland’'s new exec* 've was
launched'on Thursday but was
immediately dead in the water
after it was boycotted by the re-
gion's main Protestant party,
reports AFP.

* Ulster Unionist Party leader
and Northern Ireland first min-
ister David Trimble told re-
porters: "We have decided that it
is premature to form a shadow
executive. I am making this
clear. |1 will not be making an
nomination to ministerial of-
fice. We are not attending to-
day's proceedings.”

As a result, the 28 UUP
members of the 108-member
assembly stayed away. a bank
of empty seats marking party
disdain at the embryonic par-
liament.

Trimble has refused to form
a power-sharing government
with Sinn Fein, the political
wing of the Irish Republican
Army (IRA), until the paramili-
taries destroy their weapons.

In the absence of the UUP
members, the assembly's first
proposed motion was thrown

ooul -

The hardline Democratic
Unionist leader; lan Paisley,
had hoped to table a motion
seeking to exclude Sinn Fein
from the local executive. Like
the UUP. the DUP has itself re-
fused to nominate candidates

for ministerial positions in the

executive.

With 28 Ulster Unionist ab-
sentees, the motion had no
chance of winning the cross-
party support stipulated in the
assembly's founding treaty, the
Goodd Friday Agreement, and
was immediately shelved.

Despite the still birth of the
executive, the British govern-

ment insisted that it would

formally trigger mechanisms
for appointing ministers to the
assembly.

The local government would

then be suspended because of

the lack of Protestants.
Trimble's UUP late on
Wednesday rejected last-minute
amendments to the peace plan
presented by British Prime
Minister Tony Blair and his
Irish, counterpart, Bertie ghern

on Jﬁi\f 2.

~Nick Anderson and JuHin;ﬁhanga vows in the shark
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tank at the National Sealife centre in Birmingham on
Wednesday. The couple were rehearsing for their unusual

| wedding which:%ies placeitoday.

— AFP photo



