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1 | - How many matches have been
scheduled for the World Cup 99?
40 C 4] 42

2 | Pakistan beat New Zealand in the |
semifinal by .
9 wkts 10 wkts | 53 runs

1 3§ How many wickets did NZ bowler
Cup

Geolf Allott capture in the World |

18 2] 20

4| Saglain Mushtaq scored his
hattrick against which country?

Kenya | Zimbabwe | Bangladesh

9| How many runs did Minhazul
Abedin score in the World Cup

120 140 140
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John McEnroe
(US tennis legend)
AJ you believe in someone up
above, that person.

whatever reason, wanted me to
play tennis.”

DID U' KNOW?

(The Professor does)

That King James | of Eng-
land issued the order, the Dec-
laration of Sports, for use in
Lancashire to resolve a conflict,
on the subject of Sunday
amusements, between the Puri-
tans and the gentry, many of
whom were Roman Catholics.
Permission was given for danc-
ing. archery, leaping and vault-
ing, and for “"having of May
ﬁatnes. Whitsun ales and Morris

ances, and the setting up of
May-poles and other sports
there with used. so as the same
may be had in due and conve-
nient time without impediment
or neglect of divine service, and
that women shall have leave to
carry rushes to church for the
decorating of it."

On the other hand, "bear and
bull-baiting, interludes. and
bowling” were not to be permit-
ted on Sunday. In 1618 James
ordered all English clergy to
read the declaration from the
pulpit, but so strong was the Pu-
ritan opposition to Sunda
amusements that he prudentgr
withdrew his command. In
1633 Charles | not only directed
the republication of his father's
declaration but insisted upon
the reading of it by the clergy.
Many of the clergy were pun-
ished for refusing to obey the
injunction. When Charles was
overthrown during the English
Civil War. Puritan prohibitions
against sports and games on the
Sabbath again prevailed until
Charles 1l was restored in 1660,

Reminds you of 'you can kiss
me on-a Monday, a Tuesday ...
but never on a Sunday.'

Emphatic win
for Mukta
Bihanga

Mukta Bihanga Tarun Sang-
ha crushed Dhaka Hockey Clu
12-0 in the Green Delta In-
surance 2nd Division Hockey
League at the Maulana Bhasani

National Hockey Stadium yes-
terday, reports UNB.

In the day's another match,
Dhaka Ynunﬁ Star Club beat
Raktim Sangha Club by a soli-
tary goal at the same venue.

Today's matches: Police AC
vs East End Green Club (2:30

m), and Combined SC vs
ilkusha SC (4 pm).

==
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Striker Imtiaz Ahmed Nakib
ended his goal drought with a
delightful
champions Muktijoddha
Sangsad returned to winning

ways in style, defeating Fakir-
erpool You en's Club by 3-1
in the lone Keya Premier foot-

ball league match at the Banga-
hm:idhu National Stadium yes-
terday.

The lanky national striker,
who failed to score a single time
in the first four 1 e engage-
ments of the all- /'8 ed
off the frustration striking
twice within the space of eight
minutes into the second half to
Pave the way for Muktijoddha’s
ourth victory. :

With this win Muktijoddha,
who drew goalless in their pre-
vious encounter against Rah-
matganij, are leading the race
with 13 points from five
matches,

After a barren first halfl,
Nakib broke the evening's duck
in the 48th minute when he
headed home a spectacular Ma-
sud Rana cross from the left.
The experienced forward, who
appeared desperate to restore
his reputation as a quality
marksman, struck again in the
56th minute,

Latching on to a long ball
from Joy, Nakib sli past
his marker with a suggen burst
of speed before placing the ball
into the empty net past the on-
rushing Fakirerpool custodian

ouble as defending

The Fakirerpool defence under pressure during a Muktijoddha attack yesterday.
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— Star photo by Anisur Rahman

Nakib gets his bearin

Sports Reporter

Khairul.

Nakib later got a couple of
chances to complete his hat-
trick. He did shot the ball home

twice, h;lwere rﬁ]ed out for off

side.

Muktijoddha, however, did
too title to penetrate the Fakir-
erpool defence in the first half
where they could create only
one scoring opportunity in the
44th when captain Jewel Rana
tapped the ball home from close
alfter a Hasan-al Mamun free-
kick came by his way fallnwin%

.a faultf clearance. But the goa

was ruled out for of-side.

They picked up the pace in
the second session ancf follow-
ing the Nakib act they got their
third goal in the 73rd minute
when Liton came up with a spec-
tacular volley, that sailed into
the net after taking a wicked
bounce over the Fakirepool de-
fence wall.

F‘akireax})oo] got a late conso-
lation goal from a cl:»enally after
Muktijoddha midfielder Joy
handled the ball in the forbid-
den zone to thwart a rare

counter attack. Avijit stepped
in to convert the '12-yarder,

with Muktijoddha's reserve
custodian Arun Bikash Dewan
ending up on the wrong end of
the post.

Incidentally, it was the first

oal from Fakirerpool in their
ve league matches. But that
hardly helped them to avoid
their fourth defeat. The
mediocre outfit have earned
their only point so far from a
goalless drawn encounter
against Abahani.

Jalal (sr) and Rintu of Fakir-
erpool and Muktijoddha's
Nigerian recruit Alieu Rahman
were cautioned with yellow
cards in the maitch,

| TEAMS
MUKTIJODDH SANGSAD:

Arun, Hasan al Mamun, Jewel .

Rana, Rajani, Titu, Masud
Rana, Joy, Liton (Babuzzaman),
Alieu Rahman (Golam Gaus),
Effieni and Nakib, 54 s

FAKIRERPOOL YMC:
Khairul, Ibrahim, Nazrul (Aziz),
Jahangir, Anupam, Nasir, Del-
war, Avijit, Jalal (jr). Kader
EM;::ss.araﬂ (Rintu) and Jalal
sr).
Referee: Tajul Islam.

TODAY’S MATCHES

(Premier League)
Mohammedan SC v Farash-
ganj SC |
Venue: Bangabandhu Na-
tional Stadium :
Time: 5.30 pm

against Peru,
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CIUDAD DEL ESTE,
Paraguay,,July 13: Copa Amer-
ica guests Mexico are deter-

mined to outstay their welcome
and gatecrash a place in the fi-
nal by beating defending
champions and favourites
Brazil in Wednesday's semifinal
showdown, reports AFP.

Mexico were drawn with the
side still ranked number one in
the world by FIFA in the group
section and gave the Brazilians
a good run for their money in
their first encounter, losing 2-1.

And now -- with a final place
at stake -- they are determined
to make it even harder for their
opponents on Wednesday.

Mexico are actually part of
the Central-North American
and Caribbean Confederation
(CONCACAF) but -- with Japan
-- were invited to the Copa as
guests.

They have finished second
in their group to Brazil, beating
Chile and Venezuela and
showed tremendous courage to
come from behind and beat
Peru in their guarterfinal, al-
beit via a penalty shoot-out.

The team's charismatic
goalkeeper Jur%& Campos is
convinced the best is yet to
come.

He told: "The team has
since the beginning o
championship.”

With a place in the final
against Chile or Uruguay at
stake Mexico are also looking
to Luis Hernandez to continue
his goalscoring form.

ernandez scored against
Chile and also grabbed a brace

W1l
the

Perez returns
to Spain

LA CORUNA, Spain, July 13
(Reuters/ Internet): Deportivo
Coruna have signed Spanish
winger Ivan erez from
Girondins Bordeaux on a five-

year contract.
Perez., who 1‘[l::rinen:i the French

champions from Real Betis
midway through last season, re-
turns to Spain for a fee of

" around 3.6 million dollars.

The Central Americans also
have progressed despite per-
sonnel problems.

Their quarterfinal triumph
against Peru was achieved Ji—
spite the absence of the inspira-
tional Cuauhtemoc Blanco. sent
off against Venezuela.

s0 they had to do without
Paulo Chavez and Raul Lara.
who tested positive for banned
substances.

But Mexico know that they
face a formidable obstacle in
Brazil,

The delending champions
have looked impressive
throughout the tournament.
They spanked Venezuela 7-0 in
their opener and beat Chile 1-0
although Mexico gave them
their tco'¢hest match of the
tournament in the group stages.

in the quarterifinals Brazil
saw off eternal rivals Argentina
2-1, coming back from a goal
down,

Their have been two heroes
lor Brazil so far.

The first -- Ronaldo -- needs
no introduction. His winner
against Argentina made him
top scorer so far in the Copa
with four goals.

It represents a return to
grace for the Inter Milan striker
a year after he was scapegoated
for Brazil's World Cup final de-
feat by France.

His gear since has been
dogged by injury and personal
problems -- he has split with fi-
ancee Susana Werner -- but now

it looks as though the 22-year-

old is reapproaching the form
that twice earned him the "FIFA

World-Player-of-the-Year”

award.

The other, more unexpected
hero, Is goalkeeper Dida, who
plays his club football for Swiss
side Lugano.

Dida has proved a worthy
successor to 1994 World Cup
hero Claudio Taffarel and has
two penalty saves to his credit
so far in the Copa -- both pre-
vented the other team from
equalising. :

The first was against Chile's
Pedro Gonzalez, the second
from Argentine skipper Roberto
Ayala,

His performance against Ar-
gentina earned him tremendous
praise with headlines such as

Saint Dida" and "The Holy
Hands of Dida" ng his per-
formance back home.

However, it would be unfair
to forget the contribution of the
other Brazilians, who seem to
have E:l their shambolic World
Cup final display behind them

under new coach Wanderlev
Luxemburgo as they again look
like world ters.

The full-back pairing of Cafu
and Roberto Carlos has looked
as solid as ever while Rivaldo --
one of the undisputed successes
of the World Cup -- has contin-
ued in
Paraguay.

Luxemburgo has also intro-
duced youngsters such as Alex
and Ronaldo Gaucho
(Ronaldinho) although he has
used them sparingly.

Mexica have certainly got
their work cut out if they are to
book a date in Sunday's final in
Asuncion.

But Mexico coach Manuel
Lapuente believes relaxation is
the key. He has instructed his
players to take it easy before the
game with Brazil.

But Brazil can be certain of
one thing. It will be no stroll
when the teams clash here on
Wednesday.

TODAY'S MATCH

1st Semifinal
Chile vs Uruguay
6:30am BST

TOMORROW'S MATCH

2nd Semifinal

Brazil vs Mexico

5:30am BST :

Star Sports television will
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Div I soccer
Muslim edge
Wanderers

Muslim Institute beat Dhaka
Wanderers Club by a solitary
goal in the First Division foot-
ball league at the Mirpur Sher-
e-Bangla National Stadium yes-
terday, reports UNB.

Nazmul netted the all-im-
portant goal in the 32nd
minute,

Day's other match between
BRTC SC and East End Club
ended in a 1-1 draw at the same
venue,

Siraj put East End Club
ahead in the 21st minute while
Kamal equalised the margin
after nine minutes.

TODAY'S MATCHES
Agrani Bank SC vs Wari
Club (3 pm)
Dhanmondi Club vs Prantik
KC (5 pm)
Mirpur Sher-e-Bangla Na-
tional Stadium. '

School h’ball

BAF Shaheen
prevail in
play-off

BAF Shaheen School
(Tejgaon) beat Rifles School &
Coilege by 18-17 goals in a nail-
beating play-off match of the
10th Bata School Boys Hand-
ball Tournament at the Outer
Stadium handball court yester-
day. reports UNB. _

The winners were trailing 6-
8 in the first half.

Ishtiaq with 6 goals was the
top scorer for BAF Shaheen
School while Saiful netted 4
and Leo 3 goals.

Kuddus netted 10 goals for
the losers and Manna 5 goals.

In the two semi-finals to be
held today. Rajarbagh Police
Lines Higﬁ School face Moti-
jheel Model School at 3 pm
while Ansars & VDP High
School meet BAF Shaheen
School (Tejgaon) at 4:15 pm.

Asian snooker:

Majumdar beats

Jordanian No. 2

Sports Reporter

Sajjad Majumder fuul%h’r
back in the Asian snooker
Championship when he scored
an impressive victory over
Ashraf Shajrawi of Jordan in
Bangkok yesterday.

e young Bangladeshi re-
covered well from his tempo-
rary loss of formn when he beat
Ashraf 4-1, The Jordan number
two had no answer to Ma-
jumder’s tactical fineness, as
the youngster went all out to
make up for his lesses on the
opening day on Monday.

While Majumdar showed
turnaround, his more illustri-
ous compatriot Mofazzal Hos-
sain, who had a brilliant first

-day, succumbed to the superior

skills of Thailand's Supachai
Wittarangkal. The national
number one” had levelled the
game 1-1 at one stage. But he
eventually lost the match 1-4.

Gavaskar's
noble

gesture

NAGPUR, July 13: Cricket
Legend Sunil Gavaskar yester-
day received the prestigious
"Maharashtra Bhushan" Award
and donated the amount of Ru-
pees five lakh which came with
it to the welfare fund for the
jawans fighting for the country
in Kargil sector, reports PTI.

Instituted by the state gov-
ernment, the Award was pre-
sented by the Chief Minister
Narayan Rane at a spectacular
presentation ceremony in the
state legislature lawns here.

Replying to the felicitation.
Gavaskar said he had plan that
the money would go to the
“Champs Foundation” set up by
him to hElcP indigent cricket
players lead a dignified life in
their old age.

"But in the changed circum-
stances of the war on our fron-
tiers, I have decided that the
fund should go for the welfare of -
the jawans and their families,"
he said amidst cheers.

DHAKA WEDNESDAY, JULY 14, 1999 Email: dssports @bdonline.com

Tennis to lose its

BONN, July 13 (Reuters/
Internet): Nicknamed Die
Graefin (the Countess) for her
aristocratic grace about a ten-
nis court, Steffi' Graf estab-
lished herself as the undisputed
queen of the game.

The elegant German, who
bounced back in style by win-
ning the French Open last
month and went on to reach the
final at Wimbledon, confirmed
on Monday that this would be
her final year on the WTA Tour.

‘I will be retiring from the
Tour." Graf told reporters in
Mahwah, New Jersey, where she
was promoting an exhibition
lournament.

The 30-year-old, arguably
the greatest tennis player of her
generation, had grown tired of
constant questions on her re-
tirement over the past few
weeks.

Alter her victorious cam-
paign in Paris, she said she had
played her final French Open.
After [alling to Lindsay

HER MIND IS MADE UP:
tennis legend Steffi

Davenport in the Wimbledon
final earlier this month. she
said she would no longer visit
the All England Club as a
player.

Her decision to bid farewell

An AFP file photo
Graf during

Canon Camcra
THE WORLD'S FAYOURITE CAMERA
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at the end of the year confirms
an era is ending for German
tennis after the country's other
hero, Boris Becker, roared for
the last time at Wimbledon and

quit;

Graf, who has won 22 Grand
Slam titles, will play her 54th
and last major championship
when she chases her sixth U.S.
Open title in September.

“You always want to go out of
a sport when you are on top."
she said. "It's a remarkable sit-
uation.”

After injury worries persis-
tently marred her run over the
East two years, the pony-tailed

londe with the devastatin
forehand came back to her bril-
liant best this year with awe-
some performances on the
Paris clay and the Wimbledon
grass.

In 1982, Graf became the
youngest woman to receive a
WTA ranking at 13 years and
four months.

In 19%7. she look her [irst
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of German
the Wimbledon
championships in June. Graf officially confirmed on July 12
that she would retire at the end of this season.

Grand Slam event by winning
the French Open and the follow-
ing year she won all four ma_ﬁr
championship titles and the
Olympic title.

- A born athlete, Graf out-

queen

classed the opposition with her
Euwe.r!ul single-handed fore-
and and one of the best serves
in women's tennis, not to men-
tion her speed and great vision.
The perfect grass-court
layer, she savoured some of
er Freatest triumphs at
Wimbledon, reaching nine fi-
nals and winning seven titles
over 15 years.
Life has often been tough on
the discreet, almost shy Graf,

who was considerably upset
when a deranged fan stabbed
her main rival Monica Seles in
18993, aiming to sideline her so
that the German could recap-
ture the number one spot.

Uneasy with the star status
conferred to her by the German
media. the soft-spoken Graf
made unwanted headlines
again in 1995 when her father,
Peter, was sentenced to jail over
tax evasion charges.

Chronic back injury caused
by bone spurs in her back and
recurrent knee problems
started taking their toll in
1997. She was out for three and
a half months that year.

When Swiss teenager
Martina Hingis overtook her as
the world number one on March
31 that year, she had been in the
top spot for a total 364 weeks --
an all-time record.

She stru%gled for the best
part of the lollowing year too
and on June 8, 1998, having
played only two tournaments in
12 months, she dropped out of
the rankings for the first time
since 1983,

There were fears she might
never play again as minor in-
juries kept elaglni or inter-
rupting her comeback attempts.

But she still had plenty to of-
fer, as she demonstrated by
teaching young Hingis a lesson
in tennis and on-court etiquette
to win her sixtli French Open
crown on Juiie 5.

She probably felt then that,
after tasting the unigque atmo-
sphere of Wimbledon one last
time and playing a few more
tournaments, she could retire
with her head high.

The decision to call it quits
is rarely an easy one for a great
champion. "It's hard to part
from what you love so much,"
she said, "I always gave it as
much as I had.”

Even il she fails to go out on
a winning note at the U.S. Open,
the long-time former world
number one will leave the wom-
en's game as the player manr
consider to be the greatest of all
time.

Much was made of Andre
Agassi becoming only the fifth
man to win all four Grand Slam
titles in his career when he won
the French this year. Graf has
won them all at least four
times, the only player in his-
tory, male or female, to achieve
that feat.

"I'm not so tired of the game,
I look forward to hitting the
ball. I still love it,” she said.
"But the game is very demand-
ing with all the travelling from
one lournament to the next."

'l will retire from the tour,
but [ still plan to play tennis,
enjoy it, play in countries |
have never been to,” she said.

"I don't plan to disappear.”

Reflections - 2

Babes of the t

ournament

Yousuf R Rahman from the States

a : 1
\ Many have al-
. /S ready written and
| " wew Spoken  much
about the team's

: E,J.qu..g g " |performance,

L. " ;mostly on the
positive aspects. The rising sun
is being worshipped by all but
unless our boys are informed
about their defects and they
admit them, they will not
become better players which
they need to be from this time
on.

Statistically, our boys have
performed admirably well,

No country in its first outing
in the World Cup has won two
matches. Sri Lanka in 1975
won none, Zimbabwe in 1983
surprised Australia and Kenya
won one against the W. Indies in
1996. 1 am not considering the

| Test playing nations prior to
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STAYING COOL: Brazilian superstars Ronaldo(L) and Roberto Carlos sharing a joke in the
swimming pool of their team hotel at Foz de Iguazu on July 12.

—AFP photo

1975, In comparison, we won
two beating one of the
favourites Pakistan along the
way.

Bangladesh's lowest score in
the tournament (116 against
New Zealand) was better than
England (103 against S. Africa),
Sri Lanka (110 against S.
Africa), Scotland (67 against
West Indies).

We stretched the West Indies
to 47.3 overs belore they got the
winning run,

Had our seamers bowled a
more controlled second spell,
an aspect that they so patheti-
cally lack, we might have cre-
ated some problems for the
Caribbeans.

Minhazul Abedin averaged
in the 70s, not bad for a first
timer and Mehrab Hossian
reached a second milestone in
his young career by scoring the
first 50 for Bangladesh in World
Cup cricket on May 21 against
West Indies.

Everyone talks about the
team being the minnows of the
tournament and that they have
played beyond all expectations.
[ tend to disagree.

Although Bangladesh played
within its limitations and the
boys played well enough to hold
their heads high, | feel that our
best strength, batting, was not
used properly and judiciously.
From what I saw, most of our
frontline batsmen do not the
have technical skill to play
genuine fast bowling. None of
them play behind the ball since
they lack the initial movement
of going back and across. By do-
ing so, you not only narrow the
swing ol the ball but also get an
extra few feet time to play the
ball. :

Nowhere in the world is this
so necessary than England
where the ball swings quite a
bit. Had our boys applied this,
we would have got 200 plus runs
in every match. I was told by
some of the boys that Greenidge
has constantly spoken to them
about this but none of them
could adapt to this technique

due to the flat wickets ‘in
Bangladesh where the ball kept
low.

An ideal player to follow
would be Mark Waugh of
Australia. If you want to talk
about classical batting he is the
player to watch not flashers or
slashers like Jayvasuriya or
Shahid Afridi. Even though
"pinch hitters" do change the
course of matches at times, it is
always important to follow the
orthodox mode and build an
innmgs.

Too many of our players
shape to play on the on side far
too often and leave the gate
open and most of them are
commmitted on the front foot.
Runs are mostly scored on the
back foot in modern day
cricket. Any &a}rer, good on the
back [oot is bound to get runs.
These days, fast bowlers do not
pitch the ball up to the bat too
often, Most deliveries are just
short of the good length, to
which the batsman has to pla
with his weight on the bac
foot. Nannu (Minhazul) is 'one
vlayer who plays on the back
}cmt well.

He is the one who picks up
ones and twos and he got two
fifties in England. His knock
against Scotland was a gem of
an innings. Played under
tremendous pressure, it was a
“class act”, If there is one in-
nings that Bangladesh cricket
is to savour for years to come, I
would rate Nannu's unbeaten 68
on May 24 in Edinburgh.

Because our players shaEe to

lay on the on side, their front
oot is invariably on the middle
stump that results in playing
away from the line to deliveries
pitched on the off stump or out-
side the off stump. The quality
of a batsman is Lud%ed on his
merit to judge the ball on or
outside the off stump. As scon
as he can master this. he will
make it more and more difficult
for bowlers to get him.

Against Australia, on a
sunny and warm day, on a

See page 14



