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Media workshgp n Kh}llna

UNDP-WB expert favours easy
solution to arsenic contamination

KHULNA, July 13: UNDP-
World Bank South Asia Water
and Sanitation Programme ex-
pert A K Sengupta has favoured
easy and cheaper solutions to
the mass-scale arsenic contam-
ination in the groundwater
across Bangladesh, reports
BSS.

He was addressing the inau-
gural session of the two-day
Media Workshop on Arsenic or-
ganised by Ministry of Health
and Family Welfare, UNDP, Fo-
rum of Environmental Jour-
nalists of Bangladesh [FEJB]
and Khulna Press Club here on
Sunday under Emergency Ar-
senic Contamination Mitiga-
tion Programme. FEJB Chair-
man Quamrul Islam Chowd-

hury presided.
Civil Surgeon of Khulna Dr
Mohammad Sukuruddin

Mridha, FEJB members Badiul
Alam, Bakhtiar Rana, Hasan
Hafiz and Abdur Rahman Khan,

Humayun Kabir Balu and gen-
eral secrétary Manik Saha also
spoke.

Sengupta gave an account of

the state of arsenic contamina-
tion in the groundwater of West
Bengal in India and a compara-
tive picture in Bangladesh. He
said detected in 1983. the
spread-out is very little in West

Bengal compared to the mass
contamination in Bangladesh
where it was detecte
later.

The UNDP-WB expert said
there are some pockets of ar-
senic in West Bengal but the
spread-out in Bangladesh is
very heavy,

He said in India people
themselves have sealed t?IE ar-
senic-tainted tube-wells even
before the arrival of the offi-
cials of various agencies but in
Bangladesh the number of ar-
senic affected tubewells is huge.
Sengupta said water analy-

much

Programme expert AK Sen Gupta speaking at a two day
media workshop on Arsenic organised by Health and
Family Welfare Ministry, UNDP, FEJB and Khulna Press
Club at Khulna on July 11-12.

An endless journey back_
to the capital

By Special Correspondent

It was an endless journey
back to the city I";Eﬁ?tiating
. through a mess of traffic. mov-
ing on a lunar surface-like tar-
mac of a road that links the
capital with the south. includ-
ing the Chittagong port.

It took an hour and a half for
the rigorous ride on a motor-
bike from Chashara in Naryan-
ganj. Normally the distance of
only 17 km should take 15
minutes te negotiate. But it of-
ten lasts for more than two

hours. This time can be reduced

“further if one is ready to risk a
ride on the pavement or te even
take the wrong side of the road.

When this correspondent
along with a Daily Star photog-
rapher dared to negotiate the
traffic yesterday afternoon on a
motorcycle from Chashara, all
kinds of challenges faced them
as they tried to make back to
the city on time.

The vehicles on the Dhaka-
Chittagong highway were mov-
ing at a snail's pace. The reason
for this is the badly damaged
sections on the approaches to
the city at Jatrabari and Sayed-
abad. The effect of digging and
re-digging by sewarage and tele-
phone companies alike had left
its effect on the roads already
wearied by the heavy traffic.

Added to this was the monsoons

which had set on before any re-

pair work had been done on
them,

It was nightmarish to find
space between the meander of
trucks and buses, their exhausts
emitting heavy smoke of sul-
phur mostly because they were
running on first gear.

All were forced to drive on
first gear as the going was and
the ride as bumpy as possible.

Right from dJatrabari upto
Hatkhola the pot-holed road

*Was full of traffic and the choice
;was simpie to reagch,the city, was |
to' skip the traffic, take the'

wrong side or even a ride on the
pavement. following the-exam-
ples of others.

We followed their cue. But
riding on the pavement near the
Hardeo only invited more trou-
ble as the condition of the path
was no better than the roads. At
one place near the community
centre at Hardeo glass factory
next to a childrens park, the
place had been turned into a
convenient open air public toi-
let. Even the rickshaw peddlers
avoided the mess.

The only other choice left
seemed to be the use of the
wrong side of the road. The
traflic policemen were simply
helpless to stop the madness on
the part of everyone. The city
seemed far away as everyone
tried to find a swift, and faster
way back to the city.

Lakhs remain marooned
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they are afraid,” said Shahana,
a mother of three children,
coming from Ziapur, She said
there was no boat and she had
to brave the swirling water with
her children.

Many people were seen car-
rying their domestic animals
on Lheir shoulders. "We need
more boats to rescue those peo-
ple from this situation,” said
Rafiqul Islam, an elderly man
who along with his family of
four was heading for shelter at
nearby Moinamoti High School
and College.

“The water rose up to our
waist in two hours and we
climbed on the roof. We decided
to move out yesterday morn-
ing,” Shuman from Devpur told
this correspondent at the shel-
| {ial 2%

The roaring sound of gush-
ing water could be heard from
half a kilometre away. Only
tops ol palm trees were seen
above the swirling water in the
entire eight kilometre stretch
up to Ebdarpur.

While thousands struggled to
reach shelters, men with nets
were seen along the submerged
highway, trying to catch fish
which escaped from hundreds
of ponds and fish farms in the
area.

At the Moinamoti High
School and College, 2,000 men,
women and children were
crammed in 20 rooms. Mem-

bers of the armed forces have
set up small temporary units to
supply purilied water, Inmates
of the shelter said they were
farmers, rickshawpullers,
labourers and small traders
who had never seen a flood.

Officials said they are open-
ing more shelters at local edu-
cational institutions and at
high places.

About one hundred families
were seen making makeshift
shelters on the Gumti em-
bankment where high officials
of the district administration
gathered to escort Foreign Min-
ister Abdus Samad Azad, Water
Resources Minister Abdur Raz-
zak and Law Minister Abdul
Matin Khosru who had just ar-
rived in speed boats.

The Law Minister said 70
villages in Burichang, Devid-
‘war and Chandina thanas have
been severely affected. He also
said 12 cold storages and three
spinning mills were damaged
by the flooding.

The Chief Engineer of the
Water Development Board
(WDB), Abu Taher Chowdhury
said in 24 hours between July
10 and 11, water level of the
Gumti rose by two metres due to
370 mm rainfall in the up-
stream in Tripura of India in
the same period.

Shafiqul Alam Sarkar. an
engineer of the WDB said he was
in charge of 35 kilometres of
the 74 kilometre long em-
bankment. * At present we are
manning 23 vulnerable spots
on the embankment,” Sarkar
said. The Gumti starts from
Kakraban in Indian and meets
the Meghna at Daudkandi.

Victims of the flood alleged
that there was no warning
whatsoever from the local ad-
ministration -who knew that
the dyke might give in to the
pressure. They said after the
inlet gave in, it was announced
from some mosques” loud-
speakers.

Training programme
on X-ray
Diffractometry ends

Plasma Plus+, a centre for
technology transfer in science
and medicine in its May-June-
July schedule of "Continuing
Education in Science & Med-
icine” organised intensive
training. courses on 'X-ray
Diffractometry and Thermal
Analysis and their application
in soil research.’ says a press
release.

Jointly organised in collabo-
ration with A Q Chowdhury and
Yellow Page, they were attended
by leading scientists from Soil
Resource Development Institute
(SDRI). The programmes con-
clude Monday with a simple
ceremony in which certificates
were awarded to the attendees.
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sis is a great problem and test-
ing such a huge number of tube-
wells is a big task for any
agency in Bangladesh.

He said solution to the ar-
senic contamination problem
lies either in going to the deeper
sources of water side by side ar-

"Wy

senic removal programme or
alternative use of surface water.

Dr Mridha underscored the
need for spreading health edu-
cation amo
the arsenic problem which has
already hit 59 out of 64 dis-
tricts, ' :

Quamrul Chowdhury em-
phasised the need for collective
efforts of the various agencies,
professional groups and civil
society bodies to mitigate this
disaster-like problem.

A total of 26 local journal-
ists and 15 Dhaka-based media-
men took part in the workshop
followed by a field trip to differ-
ent areas of Khulna.

the masses to face

sixteen years

Chowdhury Sanwar Ali,
former Deputy Secretary of the
lHome Ministry, was reinstated
in his flﬂh on Monday after 16
years following the decision of
the review committee set up at
the order of the High Court.

Sanwar Ali was given forced
retirement in 1983 during the
Martial Law regime of Ershad
when he was Director of Rural
Development Board. He filed a
writ petition in the High Court
Division in 1997 challenging
the validity of forced retire-

ment order of 1983 Martial Law

government.

A high Court Division bench
comprising Justice K M Hasan
and Justice Tofazzal Islam or-
dered the government to form a
forum to review the petition of
Chowdhury Sanwar Ali, A

high-powered review committee

formed at the order of the Hégh
Court Division bench gave a de-
cision of reinstating Sanwar
Ali with his service seniority
and all arrear salaries. The de-
cision was approved by the
President.

Sanwar Ali after sufferin
an ordeal of 16 years got bac
his job and joined it on July 12,
1999. Freedom Fighter Sanwar
Ali is the second son of late
Abul Fazal Chowdhury of Habi-
ganj and elder brother of Free-
dom Fighter Dr CM Delwar
Rana, Vice President of BMA
and Deputy Director of BIR-
DEM.

Obituary

Akanda,
ex-sanitary
inspector
.died of old-
age ailment
at his village
home at Bor-
gaon of Tr-
ishal under
Mymensingh
| - district re
centivy He was 95, says a press
release.

The deceased left behind his
wife, four sons, 2 daughters and
a host of relatives and admirers
to mourn his death.

An Islamic thinker, writer
and social worker late Ghani
was the vice president of the
managing committee of Bor-
gaon Dakhil Madrasha, Tr-
ishial, Mymensingh till his
death.

JP leader
Nurunnabi
Chand dies

Former state minister and
Jatiya Party leader Nurunnabi
Chand died yesterday at Bangl-
adesh Medical College and
Hospital in the city, reports
UNB.

Suffering from liver cirrho-
sis for quite a long time, the JP
leader breathed his last at 8:15
am at the hospital, JP sources
said.

After his namaj-e-janaza at
Dhanmondi Baitul Aman
Mosque in the afternoon, his
body was sent to his home dis-
trict Rajshahi for burial.

Shameless
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dence, sovereignty as well as
Islamic values and national
wealth will be protected by the
party whose members can not
restrain the greed for 301 plots,
the meeting observed.

The ruling Awami, League
will continue grabbing national
wealth so long it remains in
power, it said and called upon
the people to participate in the
current anti-government agita-
tion to topple it.

The meeting urged the peng!e
to make success the
Opposition’s July 16 country-
wicﬁe protest day against the
“conspiracy to stop Islamic ed-
ucation."

BNFP leader Abdus Salam,
Jamaat-e-Islami leaders Abdul
Qader Mollah, ATM Azharul
Islam and Jashimuddin
Sarker, JP leader Golam
Mostafa and 10J leaders ARM
Abdul Matin and Moulana
Emdadul Haq Araihazari at-
tended the meeting, chaired by
BNP leader M Shamsul Islam
MP,

BNP Secretary General
Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan in a
statement yesterday also con-
demned allotment of Rajuk
plots to ruling party men de-
priving 13, 000 applicants.

The government is now
evicting inhabitants of
Baridhara to give more plots to

Awami League leaders, he
claimed.
He demanded immediate

cancellation of the allotments
for re-distribution of the plots
and stoppage of the eviction.
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BNP hruught'nut a4 procession :,resterdaj.'

protesting

Hossain Khoka MP and several other party activist,

the 'false' cases filed

against Sadek
— Star photo
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He said the government
since its assumption of power
has used the police i%rm‘—;s
against the opposition and is
now trying to confront them to
stay in power illegally.
Chowdhury said it is Awami
League. which has a past record
of attacks on police and cited
newspaper reports Lo substanti-
ate his position.

Referring to distribution of
government plot, he said the
Awami League leaders and ac-
tivists have started grabbin
the wealth of the republic an
its people after assuming power.
In recent times, they have ex-
pedited the process and plot dis-
tribution is part of it.

BNP secretary general Abdul
Mannan Bhuiyan in his speech
warned that they would paral-
yse the country if false cases
Against Khoka and others are
not withdrawn immediately.

Describing the July 7 inci-
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AL terrorists killed

dent, he said the BNP that
brought out a torch procession
that evening ended near Golap
Shah mazar much before the
murder took place. Besides, the
bomb explosion occurred at
Zero point when no procession-
ist was present in the area.

Bhuiyan categorically al-
leged that terrorists of the rul-
ing party exploded the bomb
and they came from the Awami
League central office. “Real cul-
prits will be identified if the in-
cident is investigated by a judi-
cial body,” he said and de-
manded constitution of a judi-
cial probe committee and com-
pensation for the bomb victims.

Our movement is not
against the police...our move-
ment is against the misrule of
the Awami League govern-
ment,” he said and added that
the government is trying (o con-
front us with the police to fish
in the troubled water.

Ershad tells BSS

Hartal is a means of

embarrassing the govt

Former President and Jatiya
Party Chief Lt. Gen. (retd) Hus-
sain Muhammad Ershad yes-
terday expressed his dissension
over the politics of hartal and
said his party was compelled to
call hartal as it belonged to the
four-party opposition alliance.

'l am not in favour of hartal
and I will never be so in future.
But hartal is a means of embar-
rassing the government and |
am doing this as part of the al-
liance's programme.” the JP
(Ershad-Naziur] chief explained
in an exclusive interview with
national news agency BSS at
his posh Baridhara party office.

He talked to the interviewers
soon after his return from the
court where he attended a
hearing of a case pending
against him.

Referring to the opposition
alliance, Gen. Ershad, who is
still facing a number of corrup-

tion and other charges, claimed

they have united against the
government. "But it will depend
on the attitude of the govern-
ment how long the (opposition)
unity continues," he explained.

The former army general,
who was in prison for nearly
six years, said every party has
to go for coalition to form a
government in the future. "As
part of the alliance we are now
wagin% movement simultane-
ously from our platform and JP
will take its own course of ac-
tion depending on the situa-
tion," he added.

Replying to a question on the
benelit he derived from Awami
League soon after his release
from prison, his "public and
unconditional” support to it

" and the subsequent sudden

shifting from “the camp. ' the
former military dictator said
Jatiya Party wants to play the
role of a "real opposition" in ev-
ery field.

'l never did politics as the
agent of Awami league nor I am
pursuing political tailism of

BNP now. My party has done
many things independently.”

He remarked, "the present
parliament has contributed
nothing. MPs themselves are
showing their disinterest to at-
tend parliament sessions and
people feel shy to listen to their
parliamentary discussions.”

Gen. Ershad, reflecting his
OWIl views on socio-political
and economic condition of the
country and lis part;r's pro-
gramme, predicted that no
party would get absolute major-
ity in the general elections in
future.

Referring to the killing of a
police constable on the eve of
the recent hartal, Gen. Ershad
said he was '"very much
shocked" about the incident.
None from my party hurled the
bomb to the police constable”,
he said cautiously avoiding the
lquestir:m on hurling of bomb
rom a BNP procession.

Gen. Ershad said he was al-
ways against terrorism, bomb-
ing and hartal. He also criti-
cised the ruling party for bring-
ing out anti-hartal prockssion
that, he claimed, leads to ter-
rorism and bombing. The for-
mer military dictator, however,
did not say anything about al-
leged terrorism of the opposi-
tion parties in enforcing har-
tals,

Seemingly frustrated, Gen.
Ershad lamented, "It will be
impossible to live any more in
this country if no qualitative
political changes take place
immediately”. He, however, did
not say that he has started to
think to leave the country as
and when it is required.

Gen. Ershad observed that
theré was no qualitative differ-
ence between the presidential
and parliamentary forms of
government. All past presidents
and prime ministers, as an ex-
ecutive head in both the sys-
tems. earned the title of
tyrants’, he remarked.

DU Senate members suggest

Raise income to upgrade
standard of education

By DU Correspondent

Members of the Dhaka Uni-
versity [DU) Senate yesterday
underscored the need for in-
creasing the source of income of
the university for upgrading the
standard of education and re-
search activities,

Terming the university's
source of income very limited,
they suggested the DU authori-
ties to take up the issue sin-
cerely so that the income and
resources could be increased

from the next academic session -

Many members of the DU
Senate also observed that the
standard of education in the
country's various educational
institutions, including the DU,
was going down day by day. If
we faued to take necessary
measures and couldn't assure
accountability of teachers. they
ohserved that the down trend of

itlill.ilcauﬂu stanaard would con-
e

Addressing the Senate ses-
sion, some members alleged
that many teachers of DU were
engaged in consultancy outside
the university hampering their
academic activities.

“Teachers, those who are in-
volved in consultancy outside
the university by hampering
their academic duties, should be
terminated from the university
and sent to the schools," blasted
Prof Mostafa Chowdhury who
is also the Chairman of Public
Service Commission (PSC),

He also said immediate mea-
sures should be taken to upgrade
the standard of education in
various educational institu-
tions across the country.

Prof Chowdhury also felt the
necessity of nationalising the
education and urged the gov-
ernment for taking the respon-
sibilities of education to keep
the pace with the ever changing
world. He -emphasised on in-
creasing the internal resources
of DU,

Advocate Syed Ahmed also
urged the DU authorities to look
into the consultancy issue as
there is allegation that the
teachers were e;ﬁaged outside
the university by harming their
academic duties.

He said many teachers are
engaged in consultancy beside
their academic duties and are
not giving the due share of their
income to the university which
is a wviolation of university
rules.

Replying to Syed Ahmed. the
DU Vice-Chancellor Prof AK
Azad Chowdhury told the Sen-
ate that the university in the
uut—Fﬂing session earned Tk
five lakh as share of income of
teachers consulting beside their

academic duties, Admitting
that the amount is very poor,
the VC said that it should be Tk
20 to 60 lakh. He also assured of
laking immediate steps to
monitor the activities of teach-
“bTaking part at the discus-
sion, Prof Sultana Shafi urged
the DU authorities to hold the
long-awaited DUCSU and hall
unions elections by ensuring a
congenial atmosphere on the
campus.

Meanwhile, a DU press re-
lease said that a special Senate
session would be called soon
where the Senate meémbers
would discuss on how to upgrade
the education and research
programmes and make it upto
the international standard.

The proposed budget of DU
for the fiscal 1999-2000 was ap-
proved at the closing day of the
Senate session chaired by the
university VC Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury. |

A five member committee
headed by Golam Kuddus has
been formed to maintain sanc-
tity of the Central Shaheed Mi-
nar.

Among others, Prof KM Saad
Uddin, Rangalal Sen, Habibur
Rahman, Prof Mohabbat Khan,
Prof Abdul Aziz, Prof Harun-ur-
Rashid, Ismat Kader Gama. Prof
Hossain Monsur, Prof Abdul
Mannan, Ramendu Mojumder,
Prof Mahfuza Khanam, Afzal
Hossain, AKM Jahangir MP,
Prof SM Imamul Haq and
Shamsuzzaman Khan took part
in the discussion.

Wrist of vendor
severed by

miscreants
By Staff Correspondent

Miscreants cut off wrist of a
vendor in the city's Siddeswari
area yvesterday afternoon.

The victim was identified as
Sajal Rahman, 25, a vegetable
vendor at Shantinagar Bazar.

Hospital sources quoting the
relatives of the victim said that
a gang of miscreants dragged
out of Shantinagar Bazar at

unpoint and took him near

hantinagar Kali Mandir at
about 2 pm and severed wrist of
his right hand.

The reason behind the attack
could not be known immedi-
ately.

He was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital with
critical condition.

Nepotism in
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el ministers, 62 ruling party
MPs. seven officials nIP the
prime minister's office and
more than one hundred rela-
lives of Awami League leaders.

It took Rajuk about 18
months tnrpick the 301 individ-
uals out of 13,000 applicants.
According to Rajuk official
sources, the selectfion of these
lucky individuals' took place
in several mock phases. The
whole process shows how a few
people who have access to the
corridors of power are always
pampered and get the upper
hand over others,

Former minister for housin
and public works' l‘l-*lr:luharmn'eu:{g
Nasim had first prepared a list
which contained names of his
choice. But when. Engineer
Mosharraf Hossain took over
the ministry in March, he
scrapped Nasim's list and drew
one of his own,

The lucky ones

Who are those lucky ones
that got plots? In a most blatant
way. Minister for Housing and
Public Works' Engineer
Mosharral Hossain did not de-
prive himself from owning a
plot. His motto must have been
that when you distribute some-
thing, start it with yourself,
Others in the cabinet who got
plots are: Forest and Environ-
ment Minister Begum Sajeda
Chowdhury, Minister for Chit-
tagong Hill Tracts Affairs'
Kalpa Ranjan Chakima, State
Mitnister for Health Prof M
Amanullah, State Minister for
Religious Affairs’ Moulana Nu-
rul Islam, State Minister for
Education Satish Chandra Roy,

State Minister for Textiles AKM °

Jahangir Hossain, Deputy
Minister for Education Zin-
natunnesa Talukder, and
Deputy Minister for Industries
Hasibur Rahman Swapan.

Communication Minister

Anwar Hossain Manju's
daughter Monija Rahman also
got a rFiece of Rajuk land.

Officials of the prime minis-
ter's office (PMO) and their rela-
lives who got plots are: Fahima
Khatun, wife of PM’s private
secretary(2) Obaidul Muktadir
Chowdhury; APS A F M Ba-
hauddin and Md Ibrahim Hos-
sain Khan; PM's personal assis-
tant Manu Majumder; PM's
protocol officer Alauddin
Ahmed Chowdhury; Nargis Be-
gum, wife of former DPS Abu
Alam Md Shahid Khan; Sowad
Khan, son of PM's press secre-
tary Jawadul Karim; and Sul-
tana Nargis. wife of PM's politi-
cal Shiiees e WAk Kiso got
plots are: Md Nuruzzaman
Bhuiyan, private secretary to
LGRD Minister Zillur Rahman:
Mostafizur Rahman, public re-
lations' officer of works' min-
istry; Md Rehanul Islam, APS
o0 Home Minister Mohammad
Nasim; Kamal Abu Nasser
Chowdhury, PS to Environ-
ment Minister Sajeda Chowd-
hury; Md Yakub Ali Patwari, PS
to former home minister,

Of the 66 MPs who got plots,

only two, Ziaul Haque Zia and
Nazimuddin Alam, belong to
BNP. Golam Faruq Ovi of JP
and Kazi Shamsur Rahman of
Jamaat are also among the
lucky winners. The rest of the

MPs belong to AL,
Awami League leaders who

gol plots, include: Md Kamruz-
zaman and Abdul Jalil, mem-
bers of AL presidium, Nurul Ma-
jid Humayun, president of Jubo
League, Siddiqur Rouf Khan,
central assistant office secre-
tary of AL, Lutful Hye Sachhu,
an AL leader of Brahmanbaria.
Zalar Ahmed Chowdhury and
Ataur Rahman Khan Kaiser of
Chittagong, Ferdous Zaman
Mukul of Bogra, Nurul Islam

. Thandu and Mahbub Zaman

Bhulu of Rajshahi, Mosleuddin
Khan of Manikganj, Fulu
Sarkar of Jubo League, Kazi
Igbal Hossain, general secre-
tary of Jubo League, Md Lutfar
Rahman of Gaibandha, SM
Mannan, Nurul Amin of Awami
Shechhashebak League, Mukul
Bose, Dr Mostafa Jalal Mohi-
uddin. Mahmudur Rahman
Manna. Prof Nazma Rahman,
and Sheikh Md Abdullah.

President of AL Laxmipur
district AKM Shahjahan Ka-
mal, president; Manikganj dis-
trict AL Golam Mohiuddin,
president, Jhenaidah district
AL Ayub Hossain, president
Gaibandha district AL Lutfur
Rahman, General secretary of
Chittagong(South) district AL
Mosleh Uddin, Noakhali dis-
irict president of AL Moham-
mad Hanif, Gopalganj district
AL president Sheikh Moham-
mad Abdullah and former gen-
eral secretary of Satkhira dis-
trict AL Monsur Ahmed also got
plots.

More allottees include Go-
plaganj AL leader Akram Uddin
Ahmed, general secretary of
Awami Jubo League city unit
(North) Sardar Belayetur Hos-
sain Mukul, former Chhatra
League leaders Dr Mosaddek
Hossain, Kazi Mizanur Rahman
Minto, Abdur Razzak and
Mahfuza Chowdhury, wife of
former Chhatra League leader

Ismat Quadir Gama.

Former Chhatra League
leaders who got plots are: Asim
Kumar Ukil, SM Kamal Hos-
sain, Shafi Ahmed. Md Shah
Alam, Jahangir Sattar Tinku,
AKM Manjurul Huque Lablu
and Kamruzzaman Ansari.
Most of them got plots in the
businessmen quota.

Relatives of ministers, AL
MPs and leaders who got plots
include: Feroza Begum, an aunt
of the PM: Md Syed, son of DCC
Mayor Md Hanif; Hena Sernia-
bat, Sadik Abdullah and Kanta
Abduliah, sister, son and
daughter of chief whip Abul
Hasnat Abdullah; Golam Abu
Yusuf Surva, cousin of Home
Minister Md Nasim: Dr Khaled
Shawkat Ali, son of Collretd)
Shawkat Ali, MP: Khaleda
Akhtar Banu, wife of Prof Ab-
dul Mannan, MP: Dilruba
Rahman, wife of Mizanur Rah-
man Manu, MP:; Shahad Ara
Mannan, wife of AL publicity
secretary Abdul Mannan; Ad-
vocate Shaila Ferdous, wife of
assistant publicity secretary
Nurul FazaFBulhu and Sabita
Nath, mother of former BCL
leader Pankaj Nath.

Central leader of Awami
Jubo League Jahangir Kabir
Nanak got a plot from the jour-
nalist quota.

Violation of rules
It was alleged that the rules
were violated in giving allot-
ment of the plots and making

the category list of the appli-

cants. There was also no time
limit for the applicants to raise
disputes.

A RAJUK official said that
the rules were violated in
preparing list of the applicants.
As per rules, applicants from
the government employee cate-
gory, are categorized consider-
ing their age, service tenure and
income. Moreover, a primary
list of the'allotees have to be
published in the national
newspapers before the final list
is prepared. "The final list is
pub!isged after a investigation
into objections or complaints
regarding the allotment within
six weeks of the publication of
the primary list,” the source
said.

Another source said that the
list was prepared by the min-
istry of public works. RAJUK
also did not hold any meeting
as per rules regarding the al-
lotment. “The list of allottees
was later approved by RAJUK
only to conform to the rules.”
the source said.

It was alleged that a number
of senior UK officials were
involved in the entire procedure
ol the allotment.

The process starts

RAJUK invited application
through newsgaper advertise-
ments in October, 1997, for al-
location of plots in Gulshan,
Banani and Uttara areas. De-
posit money with the applica-
tion for Gulshan-Banani plots
were fixed at taka three lakh
and that of Uttara at taka 50
thousand. A total of 13 thou-
sand applications were prelim-
inarily selected after scrutiny
from some 34 thousand appli-
cations.

A RAJUK board meeting
prior to the publication of the
allotment list in a Bangla daily
newspaper on Thursday, also
observed that RAJUK would
now have to bear all the respon-
sibility regarding the matter al-
though it had very little role.

Is another lake filling

in the offing?

Meanwhile, allotment of 59
plots in Gulshan-Banani areas
sparked concern among people
that the nearby lake would have
to be filled up because those
plots do not exist at all. Of the
301 plots allotted, 59 are in Gul-
shan. Rajuk officials say that
there is no land from which
these plots can be handed over
unless the lake area is filled or
parks in the vicinity are con-
verted into residential plots. It
may be recalled here that 35
plots allotted during BNP time
are yet to be handed over as
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
put a ban on filling of low lying
areas and lakes. Officials won-
der how land can be found for
these people without breaking
the provisions of the Dhaka
Master Plan. ]

A new list under

process

Another RAJUK source said
that the ministry of public
works was considering a pro-
posal for preparing a new list of
allotees in Gulshan-Banani-Ut-
tara to appease the resentment
of the applicants who did not

et any plot this time. At least

000 acres of land would have
to be acquired for the plan but
RAJUK does not have the re-
quired estimated amount of
taka one thousand crore for
this. the source mentioned.
Though RAJUK failed to hand
over plots to some 300 allotees
in Baridhara J Block who got
the allotment in 1996.

Sources said after the name
of the allottees were announced

plot allotment

on Friday, several men belong-
ing to Nasim’s list went to Ra-
Juk chairman and had ex-

change of ‘angry words with
him.

Multiple ownership?

As per Rajuk rule any one al-
ready owning a plot can not ap-
ply for an additional one, Eve
applicant is therefore requireg'
to declare in writing that he or
she does not own any land or
house. But sources said most of
the beneficiaries of this allot-
ment are ‘indirect owners' of
one or more houses in the capi-
tal. In one case involving the
son of a city leader of Awarni
League, he recently changed the
name of the ownership of his
under-construction house at
Banani to his mother's name. It
15 reported that the house was
being constructed on land filled
from the Gulshan lake.

. The Minister for Forest and
Environment, Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury was one of the
lucky allottees of a Nikunja
plot, the new Rajuk announce-
mentl also contains her name as
a beneficiary in Gulshan. Offi-
cials said she has expressed her
willingness to retain the Gul-
shan plot instead of the one in
Nikunja.

. About Uttara, the sources
said ‘majorily of the plots are
already out of Rajuk’s hand as
hundreds of court cases are now
pending’,

Public outrage

Rajuk sources said since
Friday. they were constantly
being ‘teased and sworn at’ by
people ringing them up.

Rajuk chairman said more
plots would be allotted within
the next one month or so, When
asked how the selection com-
mittee worked out such!a
'distriminatory’ selection. - the
chairman replied, * there were
more applications from the
Aiwami League than anywhere
else "

He quoted the existing law
and said the law did not have
any provision for lottery sys-
tem in selecting the allottees.
“The law says that genuine and
deserving pec&pla would be given
plots.” he said.

Many Rajuk officials ex:
pressed their dismay over the
"politicising”™ of the allotment
process and said there must be a
judicial inquiry committee to
investigate how it was done,

Officials cited a similar
practice was done in 1979 when
200 plots were allotted by Rajuk
to BNP leaders. They said in
1981 all those allocations were
cancelled after an inquiry
committee revealed gross ir-
regularity in the process.

Promises broken?

Meanwhile, Karmachari
Sangsad of Rajuk yesterday
brought out a procession chant-
ing slogans against the Rajuk
chairman. They claimed that
the chairman had given them
assurance that they also would
get plots which they did not get.
Agitated employees pounded on
the door of the chairman'’s of-
fice.

Sandbags

From Page 1

ern, southern and eastern sub-
urbs of Dhaka city and the
Chashara railway station.

The DND embankment was
designed and built in 1960s as
an irrigation Hmject to help
farmers in the flood plains.

But it has become a flood
protection wall, saving some
600,000 people who have raised
their homes in the flood plains
over the years, taking over the
rice fields.

The area is part of greater
Dhaka city but is threatened by
the Shitalakhya, Balu and
Buriganga rivers every year.

Last year, local people joined
the Army, police, Ansars and
engineers in a battle to protect
the embankment with sand
bags. _ '
As Mujibur supervised his
workers, Maya Rani, a Pro-
shika employee came forward
from a crowd that was ob-
senriilﬁlpregaraﬂnn of the bags.

"Why they have started the
work during monsoon and just
when the water levels are rising
in the rivers?” she asked.
“Perhaps it helps them recover
the money they have to pay to
get the contracts”, she said

"Procedural delay in award-
ing the contract is responsible’,
said Mujibur Rahman in a sort
of self-explanation.

WDB sources said shortage of
funds delayed the work. e
money has been managed as
part of an emerﬁency pro-
gramme to repair the damaged

section of the DND embank-
ment before the fury of flood
hegdins alter this month, they
said.



