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INews snaps
New women’s college at Sailkupa

From Our Correspondent

JHENIDAH, July 12: A women's college is going to start
functioning at Sailkupa thana headquarters very soon.

The college will be named as Sailkupa Women:s College. A
fneeting was held at the local WAPDA quarters with its princi-

Shamser Hossain in the chair. An executive committee was
ormed with Abdul Hai and Jahidunnabi as president and secre-

tary of the committee. Local MP MA Wahab is the chief advisor

of the committee.

Theft committed

From Our Correspondent
KISHOREGANJ, July 12: A theft was committed recently in
the grocery shop of Zainal Mia of Kotiadi bus stand bazaar.

e thieves entered into the shop by tactfully opening the
door and decamped with goods wurtE about Taka 60,000. It is
worth mentioning here, burglary, robbery are on the rise in
different areas of Kotiadi thana for the last few months.

Medicine traders violating rules
From Our Correspondent

KUSHTIA; July 12: Most of the medicine traders here are

selling medicines without any drug licence.
Some traders are reluctant to renew thier drug licence as the

concerned authorities are not allegedly taking any action
against the rules violators. Local people alleged that the traders

of unauthorised druési with the help of some officials and |

staffers of the Drug Administration are doing such illegal trade.
The representatives of different pharmaceutical companies
also supply uanuthorised medicines to the drug stores, many of
which are injurious to human body. Usually time expired
medicines are available in these stores,

Body exhumed for autopsy

From Our Correspondent
JAMALPUR JUly 12: Body of a boy was exhumed recently af-

ter 53 days of his death.

According to a complaint Nazmul {Nazo) was killed by some
miscreants at Aranghati of sadar thana. The body was recov-
ered near the Ghani river and burried without autospsy just af-
ter his death. Following complaint the body was exhumed in
presence of a magistrate for autopsy. -

Body recovered

MYMENSINGH, July 12: Bangladesh Railway police recov-

ered the body of a 14-year-old boy recently from a jute field near

Biska railway station.
The identity of the body could not be known immediately.

Rangpur Poura budget announced

RANGPUR, July 12: A Taka 17.86 crore balanced budget of
Rangpur Pourasabha for the 1999-2000 fiscal was announced
here recently, reports UNB.

Of the budget, Taka 5.17 crore will come from revenue earn-
ings while the rest from government grants. A total of Taka 5.21
crore have been earmarked for revenue expenditures while
Taka 1.41 crore for the infrastructure development and Taka
10.02 crore for the second water supply and sanitation project.

Training course

MADARIPUR, JUly 12: A three-day training course on self-
employment for the unemployed youths organised by the
Bangladesh Small and Cottage Industries Corporation (BSCIC)
concluded recently at BSCIC, Kalkini office, reports BSS.

A total of 30 youths both male and female participated in the
training course. Kazi Mahdi Hossain, Assistant General Man-
ager, BSCIC inaugurated the training course. The participants
in the trainin% programme will be later on provided with loan
by the BSCIC for running small industries and business.

Workshop for journalists

RANGAMATI, JUly 12: A two-day workshop on orientation
of health and population programme for journalists concluded
recently in the confernece room of Rangamati hill districts
council here, reports BSS,

A number ol 12 journalists working with the local and na-
tional dailies as well as news agencies participated in the work-
shop organised by Behaviour Change Communication unit of
the Diréttorate of Family Planning. Chairman of Rangamati
hill district council Ching Knew Roaza inaugurated the work-
shop recently. Deputy Director of Rangamati hill district family
plllanning unit Mohammad Rahim Box Patwary was in the
chair.
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Demonstration plots for Boro paddy

NETRAKONA, July 12: A total of 46 block demonstration
plots for Boro paddy have been set up in 10 thanas this year un-
der the supervision of Netrakona District Agriculture Exten-
sion Department, reports BSS.

An official source here said, the demonstration plots were
set up to acquaint the farmers on irrigation management, fer-
liliser use and integrated pest management system. The Agri-
culture Extension Department supplied seeds. fertilisers. insec-
ticides and other agricultural equipment to the farmers free of
cost to set up the demonstration plots,

Workshop on afforestation

TANGAIL, July 12: A five-day workshop on tree
and maintenance of road cnncluged I‘Et"l_'ntlp at Madhﬂisll:;%.nﬂ
Bhabani High School premises , reports BSS. .
Sponsored by the Local Government Engineering Depart-
ment (LGED), the workshop was inaugurated by § K Chwodhury,
Thana Nirbahi Officer, Madhupur. A total of 13 women of the
}:Illlgr:jaﬁ pt?]ruci]?atet}iﬂin mehngrk?hnp. They were imparted train-
€ sclentific met of planting sapli inte-
- nance of roads and highways. g 8 e e

Massive afforestation drive
MEHERPUR, July 12: Afforestation programme has been
ing on stea Bv unions in the t:unl?entgrseasun. reports B%g

A total of 1,20,000 saplings of different varieties will be
planted in the district this year, an official source said. Thir-
teen kilometre rural roads, 15 km feeder road and 10 km roads
and highways have been brought under this programme. The

Forest nt has raised 2,25,000 s
¥a.rt.mc 29, palings ol different va-
- rleties of fruit-bearing and wooden trees in five nurseries for

sale among the people and afforestation under the deaprtment .

in the zone,

412 wanted criminals arrested

FENI, July 12: Feni police arrested 412 wanted accused in six
thanas during first five months of 1&99. reports BSS.

According to an official source, the arresfed are accused of
various crimes including murder, dacoity, extortion, hijack
and theft. A total of 3,291 police warrants were issued by differ-
ent thanas between January and May. Terrorism has been
checked considerably resulting in improvement of law and or-
der situation during the last few weeks. -

Social worker dies

RANGAMATI, July '12: Krishna Mohon Chakm
government officer and a social worker of the area HIL::I'inlexjjzll 1;_1161'13:}
%:Smmpﬂcauuns recently at his house here, He was 76, reports

-ie is survived by his wife and one son and
Y was cremated at febidn
outskirts of the town.

ters. His
Tabalchhari cremetion grnugrl:d in the
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Work on Nalitabari town protection dam hampered

275 villages of Jamalpur affected by erosion

Severe river erosion, at-
tributed to heavy downpour and
onrush of hill water, has
threatened some districts.

Our Jamalpur Correspon-
dent says: River erosion has
taken a serious turn here caus-
ing heavy damage in all the
seven police stations for the
last 15 days.

Belgacha, Sapdori, Nowar
Para, Chinaduli of Islampur
thana have already been
washed away by the erosion.
About 275 villages of Jamalpur
sadar, Sarisabari, Dewangonj.
Bakshigonj, Madergonj and Is-
lampur thanas have been badly
affected. Kadamtoli Bazaar and
Ghutail Bazaar are also af-
fected.

It has caus€d heavy damage
to "Aman” seed beds, seasonal
crops, dwelling houses, domes-
tic animals and wvaluables;
However, the exact figure could

-not be ascertained till filing of

this report..

The river has already de-
voured the boundary walls of a
mosque and a school near Ja-
malpur pourasabha is under
threat and may go into the river
bed at any time. Jaluparaghat
of Sarisabari thana has been
washed away. This was pro-
tected by the Army personnel in
the last year's flood. It is now
threatened. A vast area of
Awuna, Pighna, Poguldigha and
Mohadan, Boira, Kuthuria,
Hosnabad, Chapar Kona, Gob-
indahpur, Bhabanipur, Pakhi-
mara, Polisha, Kandar para,
Bariopatal, Batikamari, Igara-
para, Fuldaha, Dobadaha,

-Chandar Nagar and Parpara of

Sarisabari thana are badly al-
fected by erosion,

BS5S from Rangpur reports:
The Water Development Board
(WDB) has been implementing a
massive flood and erosion pro-
tection scheme at Nohali under
Gangachhara thana at a cost of
Taka five crore, an official
source said, reports BSS.

Under the scheme, a groyne
is being constructed at Fota-
mari point to protect a vital
embankment on the southern

. Wrath of the Lord’s child:

¥rom Staff Correspondent
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.The boundary walls of a mosque and a school near the municipal office at Jamalpur have

been eroded by the geologically young (200 years old) river Brahmaputra.

bank of the River Teesta.

The work on the scheme is
going on steadily and will be
~conipleted s0oI1.

UNB from Sherpur says: To
protect the tiny town from ero-
sion by the river Bhogai and
onslaught to recurring floods, a
giant project, "Nalitabari Town
Protection Embankment”, is
underway, .

But the construction works
on the embankment are being
hampered due to a case filed by
a contractor against Water De-
velopment Board (WDB) com-
plaining irregularities in ap-
pointing contractor.

As per the project profile,
undertaken in 1993, a total of
1,200 metres of the embank-
ment were supposed to be con-
structed at a cost of Tk 2.44

crore. =4

Accordingly, some 222 me-
tres of the embankment were
completed in 1993-94 f{iscal
costing Tk 77 lakh.

In 1996-97 fiscal, a contrac-
tor was assi
ing another 218 metres of the
embankment. But later on the
tender schedule was cancelled
and fresh bid was floated.. The
work was then given to another
contractor by WDB due to rea-
sons better known to them.

Being angered by the cancel-
lation, the contractor filed a
case with the High Court, which
is yet to be disposed off by the
court.

There are also complaints of

irregularities in the construc-
tion works of 423 metres and
237 metres completed in 1997-

ed for construct- .

— Star photo

98 and T998°97 fiscal years re-
spectively, involving Tk 85
lakh and Tk 77 lakh,

According to competent
sources, substandard materials
were used in the construction of
blocks. On the slope of the
riverbank, sand was used in-
stead of brickbats.

They said it's not viable to-

use sand because it is washed

away by the very first flow of

water during the monsoon.
Local people said the portion

of the embankment, the work of
which still remained stopped, is

Nery imﬁurtant for the protec-
tion of the town.

Meanwhile, floodwaters
poured into the town threaten-
ing Nalitabari Madhyabazar

and newly set up Shaheed Abdur

Rashid Women's College.

OULVIBAZAR: Dr Golam Rahman Professor of the De-
partment of Journalism and Mass Communication, Dhaka
University addressing at a workshop for the journalists of
Sylhet division held recently at Moulvibazar Press Club.
- — Star photo

A gift of
Allah!

From A correspondent

MAGURA July 12: Water is
oozing out continuously from a
iree in the college para area
here. The tree is locally called
"Paltey Mandar."

Now many people have been
using this water as medicine.
Miracle water is oozing out
from the stalk, leaves and
branches of the tree. Sick peo-
Ele are using this water with the

ope of getting cured. Some are
drinking and some are rubbing
this water over their body.

People from different dis-
tricts are also gathering here to
collect this water. Even many
from Chittagong and Sylhet
have also rushed here for this
natural gift. They are terming
this water as a special gift of Al-
lah. So they consider it as a sa-
cred thing.

[t may be mentioned here,
Anwar Hossain is the owner of
the tree. But at first Abdul
Khaleque of the same area who
is a devoted Muslimn followed
the miraculous incident. As he
was suffering from various dis-
eases, he drank and rubbed this
water over his body in good
faith. According to his opinion,
he got cured using this water.
Many other people also opined
the same way.

Meanwhile, some dishonest
people wanted to trade with this
water, But due to interference of
the local police and concious
Beupfe their evil design has

een foiled.

Natural surprise:
Water is oozing out from the leaves and branches of this
tree at Magura. People of the area are awe-struck at the
miracle and believe the water to have healing powers.
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JESSORE,
number of delinquent teenagers
in the town has marked an un-
usual rise. The blame goes to
some influential people and

uly 12: The

€rs, reports UNB.. -
olice official, who spoke
on condition of anonymity,
said a section of influential
people, known as "godfathers”,
misguide these teenagers and
engage them in various crimi-
nal and anti-social activities.

He said top terrors and

smugglers of the town also use
them in their various opera-
tions and carrying unautho-
rised arms and contrabands.
. About the role of law-enfore-
Ing agencies, he said they are in
fact doing little to contain the
growing menace. "The reason is
simple; underhand dealings."

He said residents of old
Kasba, Uposhahar Railgate,
Barandipara, City College area,
Bakchar, Bezpara and Railgate
areas have virtually become
F?stagﬂ in the hands of terror-
sts.

Recently. a delinquent bo
was killed and annth%r injurf:uf?:'lr
while making bomb in Hsmat-
para area.

Some college and
schoolteachers also blamed a
section of guardians for not giv-
ing adequate attention to their
children, giving a rise to juve-
nile crimes. L
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122—yegr—old Faridpur Judge Court
building needs renovation

From Abdul Matin Fakir

FARIDPUR, dJuly 12: The
122-year-old district judge
court building here is now in di-
lapidated condition,

The district judge himself,
other judges, employees,
lawyers and litigants feel inse-
cure in this building. Any
tragic incident like that of Ja-
gannath Hall of Dhaka Univer-
sity may take place any time.

The two-storey building
built in 1878 stands in the court
compound with all its architec-

tural beauty and grandeur, The
building is so imposing in ap-
pearance that it draws the at-
tention of any stranger at first
sight.

For lack of repair work and
maintenance innumerable
cracks have been developed on
and inside the roof, Plasters on
roof of all the rooms on the first
floor have started falling down

occasional osing danger
the inmateg. £ B A

Recently a portion of the
plaster on the roof of the dis-
trict ijludge‘s court fell down on
the iloor during court hours
with a laud bang making the
inmates terribly terrifid. For-
tunately none was hurt,

The district judge, Ali
Ashraf Khan Lodi when inter-
viewed in his chamber told this
correspondent, he can not prop-
erly concentrate on his judicial
works. He can not give patient
hearing to the arguments in ap-
prehension of its collapse. He
also said that he had repeatedly
_wrote to the Public Works De-

partment (PWD) executives re-
garding the matter, but they
simply came and saw for them-
selves the condition of the
buidling, but expressed their
inabilily to repair it for want of
fund.

He also said that about seven
years ago they had sent a pro-

posal to the higher authorities
for sanctioning a project of
Taka 4.30 core for construction
of the  building anew demolish-
ing the old one. They also pro-
posed for construction of quar-
ters for the accommodation of
judges in an integrated com-
plex. But they did not get any re-

sponse as yet.

The president of the district
bar Ahamed Hossain Mia, ex-
pressed his view for the re-
moval of its roof and its recon-
struction keeping all other as-
pects of this imposing buildin
intact. It would require Taka 5
thousand only.

s

Colonial beauty:

The 122-year-old bungalow that houses the Judg'ea’ court in Faridpur needs immediate

repair. The roof 1s coming apart and can cause disaster anytime.
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SIRAJGANJ, July

Bangabandhu Bridge has reduced remarkably

12: The number of vehicles crossing

in the recent

weeks for various reasons, bringing down its revenue earning.

reports UNB.

Official sources said during the last one year ending on June
23, a total 8,17.,000 vehicles used the bridge and the authorities
earmed about Tk 50 crore in revenue.

The officials, who insisted not to be named, said the number
of vehicles using the bridge declined in the months of August,

September, October an

November due to the last year's

devastating flood. Many roads were damaged by the floodwa-

ters.

With the overall improvement of the flood situation, traffic
movement on the bridge started to increase and it returned to
normal during the months of December 1998 and January,

February
The high
bridge in March this year.

and March this year.
est number of vehicles, about one lakh, crossed the

But in April, May and June, the number of vehicles again
showed a downtrend due to transport strike in the northern
region of the country, contributing to the fall of revenue

earning.

Officials said the overall use of the bridges is less than their

expectation.

They also attributed the declining trend in using the bridge to
internal conflict between transport owners and workers,

extortionism at various places an

ter level of the River Jamuna.
sald many vehicles are now passing through Aricha

Th

substantial increase in wa-

ferry ghat as the ferry services have now become smoother with

the increase in water level of the river. Besides, the fe
much lower than the toll of the Jamuna Bridge, they

fare is
added.

Apart from these, some drivers opt out the route due to
deplorable condition of Tangail-Gazipur road.

House building loan

programme remains
suspended for 11 yrs

From Atiur Rahman

JESSORE, July 12 : House
building loan programme by
Bangladesh House Building Fi-
nance Corporation (BHBFC) has
remained suspended in greater
Jessore for the last 11 years, ag-
gravating the housing problem
in the region.

The suspension decision was
taken by the authority in view
of chronic non-recovery of the
loans worth taka 28 crores, of-
ficial sources said. |

According to official source,
the Regional Office of the
BHBFC, was set up here to feed
tlgle flnﬁrests of Jessore, Jheni-
adah, Magura and Narail le
in 1975, & ' L
. This office started its opera-
tion in greater Jessore. A total
of taka 31 crores were disbursed

among 1200 loanees by this of-

fice,

Rules and regulations were
not followed while disbursin
loans. So taking advantage o
these lcmg holes.. the loanees
changed the purpose of the loan
and invested it elsewhere in-
cluding the business other than
house building. This practice of
the loanees created problem for
its recovery. .

According to official statis-
tics, the outstanding loans
stand at taka 28 crores and that

is why the loan programme was
stopped in 1988,

It is reported that a large
number of people from different
places under the jurisdiction of
this office, are seeking fresh
loans for the house building.

But not a single case has
been entertained so far follow-
ing the latest order of the
BHBFC, which has very clearly
informed that no fresh loan
will be Igh.n-.':n only to the resi-
dents of an area where the re-
covery position of outstanding
loans is not at least 40 per cent.

But Jessore Regional Office
presents a different picture. The
recovery rate under this office
is 0‘1‘1',]1]’;1 12 per cent.

en asked whether any
step has been taken by the au-
thority to recover the outstand-
ing loans an official of this of-
fice on condition of anonymity
told the Daily Star that already
2500 cases have been filed with
courts for recovery and filing of
more cases are in the process.

The chairman of the BHBFC,
SM Atiur Rahman, visited Jes-
sore recently and met the local
elite, defaulter loanees and

ress men to exchange views on
mproving the loan recovery

sition and make the fres
oans available,

Standard of living
declines in Satkhira

From Abu Ahmed

SATKHIRA, July 12: The
standard of living of the people
in Satkhira district has been
declining due to absence of em-
ployment opportunities and de-
velopment activities and sharp
fall in agricultural production.

Agricultural sector has al-
ready been ravaged by repeated
devastating natural calamities
like floods, droughts, hail-
storms, cyclones and unabated
pest invasion on crop lands.

The communication systems
in the district are not suitable
for the growth of industrialisa-
tion.

More than 90 per cent roads
in the district are in deplorable
condition. About 60 per cent
people depend mainly on river
transport, but the massive sil-
tation and emergence of shoals
in the rivers have jeopardised
the river communication. No
step has been taken so far to
dredge the river beds. Most of
the 77 unions under seven
thanas do not have direct com-
munication with the thana
headquarters.

Different educational insti-
tutions of the district have been -
facing shortage of teachers,

hampering the academic atmo-
sphere. -

Buildings of a larger number
of primary and high schools
and colleges in different thanas
of the district are damaged ev-
ery year by natural calamities
and are left unprepared.

The elites of the district have
demanded MA and M Com
courses in Satkhira Govern-
ment College be introduced to
widen the opportunities for the
youths to have higher educa-
tion.

The leaders of different po-
litical parties. including
Awami League anid BNP, have
urged the authorities concerned
to set up indusltrial factories for
creating job opportunities.
They said the district has the
bright prospect for jute and tex-
tile mills.

Local people have called for
setting up of radio sub-station

_and television station in the

district.

They also have called upon
the government to create
tourism spots in the district;
which has several historical
and attractive places.

Tale of an unfortunate death

From Our Correspondent

FARIDPUR, July 12: Who is
responsible for the death of
gamal Sheikh, 32, a bus driver

Kamal Sheikh, an under
trial prisoner, died on June 25
of burn injuries he received
when he set himself on fire in
prison hospital on June 19,

Kamal Sheikh, son of one
Shahabuddin Sheikh of village-
Bhanjandanga on the outskirts
of the town, was arrested al-
legedly by mistaken for his al-
leged involvement in the sensa-
tional Muksed murder case on
March 21 this year.

It was alleged that Kamal
Sheikh was not the same Kamal
whose name was included in the
FIR lodged with Kotwali thana
in connection with Muksed
murder case,

Kamal Sheikh, however,
several times prayed for bail
during the last three months.
But he could not receive.

Finally Kamal Sheikh de-
veloped insanity. Jail authori-
ties then sent him to jail hospi-
tal where he set himself on fire
in a bid to commit suicide.

He was immediately rushed
to Faridpur General Hospital
and later he was referred to
Dhaka Medical College Hospi-
tal following the deterioration
of his condition,

After fighting death for five
days Kamal Sheikh suc-

cumbed to his burn Injuries.

berserk and
the offices of Deputy Commis-

sioner and Superintendent of
Police, v

When body was carried to
Faridpur town on June 27,
ﬁlnnm descended on the town

wellers; especially on the
working class people.

People in their hundreds
brought out a mourning proces-
sion in the town carrying the
dead body.

The processionists went
ted brick-bats at

However, the situation was

brought under control with the

help of local leader
officials, Sioe g
Later, the processionists
held a rally on Janata Bank
sguare here demanding exem-
glar}r ﬁhmitghment to those re-
onsible for this unfor
s tunate
One man committee; how-
€ver, was formed to investigate

into the incident.

Pest-attack on
Aus paddy

BARISAL, July 12: Aus
Eaddy on. more than 5.000
ectares in five southern dis-
tricts of Barisal division has
been attacked by Pamari and
Majra Insects, official sources
said, reports BSS.




